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'__5'M{y LORD,

T
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‘TO T HE

] EARL.fHAL1FAX 

LORD PRIVY SEAL

AND

ﬂ"_-&cNIGHT OF THF MOST NOBLE_

ORDER OF THE GAR.TER

T

IT-_ will doubtle{s bcl o

deemed prefumptlon in me to’ Iay o

before Your Lmdfhlp a work, “the |

 fubjec of which, You are umver-;_'" L
ally allowed to be the beﬁ Judp‘e of; o
| _:_"111 the kmgdom._._;“: o L
~ Tconfefs, my Lord, it was my am- .,
: .bltion, to have the fanéhon of Your..
 mame to a book Whlch, from the'.--f""



"6‘bfcu1'ity of its El;'ljfhol‘; ight others
wife have been negﬁeé‘ted | .
~ I do not ﬂatter myfelf that the
'_perufal of thefe pages, w111 afford |
~ Your Lmdﬂnp any farther pleafure |
than what. will - naturally flow from
~ your humane difpofitien, to en-
_courage even ' the weakeft endeau' |
- vours . towards promotlng pubhc
'-utlhty. and yet I muft venture to

hope that Your Lordﬂnp Wﬂl find in

this work, fen_tlments, 111____{'0me mea-

though

fure, correfpondent with,

much lefs per fe&, than Your owni -
- Upon the whole, 1.am happy to
. 'have thofe {fentiments pafs_ in review:
~under the eye of Your Lordfhip, ast

~fhall, "thcréby, know their true and-

real WCIO‘ht ﬁorn a Judcrment foxm—-
‘ed upon more ‘exaé prmmplcs, and’

1mproved by more extenﬁve pm&:me,
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2 more 1lluﬁr10uq ﬁfrme in it,

| Yaur Lozdﬂn;;

'than can be fuppofed to: fall to the :

o Imt of : any-perfon in a private ﬁatlon. :

_ ._Flat.tery, ‘my Lord, feems, from

-'th'e' common cuftom- of the world,:

- tobea nece{Taxy part:of 2 dedication;
~but,: howaver*neceﬁary it may be to'
perfons lefs- known, -and -to merxt' '

Jefs confplcuous, it has no founda-«-

tion hele -as Youl Lordﬂnp g condu&: |

- da feveral very important pubhr- fta-
'_tlons, fpeaks beyond. all panegyric.

" The Firft Lotd of Trdde, is an

. office of the higheft importance to

thls kmgdom

how well that was

'ﬁlled by You, my Lord; T need not
tell the world ; 5 as no one ever dif~
~ played a gleater fund of commemnl
- knowledge, paid greatei attentlon to 'A

the welfare of the nauon, or made
thaﬁ-) .-



I have only to Wl{h, my Lord,F |
from the fineere lovc 1 bedr -my

 coufitry, that fuch men may always
fill the great offices of ftate, and

that fuch meafures may- always ‘be
| p_mfued-, as will tend to intprove our

- manufadures, extend our commerce,

increafe our naval force, and thereby
make Great-Britain the richeft and
mo_{’c- p_ow,e_rful K_mgdom in Europe.

| __I am,

MYLORD
Your LORDSIIIP s

Moft devoted and

- Obedient Servant,

"THE AUTHOR.

BOUT Apr11 1763, when- the
mlfguxded populace from Sp:tal-. "_

"-F1elds rofe in great’ numbers, and in a

-~ riotous and d1forde1ly manner apphed to
“the King himfelf, comp?zumng of want -

- of labour, and dearnefs of prov1ﬁons, it
- appeared to this writer, that their com= .
_'Plamts were groundlefs, for, ‘on the beft
- enquiry he could make, he found that .
"'vcry few among: them would have want-

" ed - émployment, - provided they would ..
-have laboured on reafonable fcrm's',' but,

© from the extravagant wages given in the

gauze manufa&oxyg that branch had

o found 1ts way’ to plac,cs Where frugality
| mi
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and in'_'du.{’cr}.r_ took. ..p.lagé\ of i'd'l\énéfs_' and -

debauchery, and where manufaduring
people were glad to labour fix days for
"the famé money that many, in Spital-

. Fields, had received for the la‘gqui-;o;f__ .

three days only.

" The fhifting of this branch to Scofs

fand, left many of thefe people without
work, who would not fiibmit to the
10Weri_hg of their w;_ig:cs,—._ _t};qu.gh__;_gon._\.-
' fiderably more was offered them here;
~ than is given in Scotland; neither would

they returi to other branches in the itk

manufaétory, though warited ; knowing

they muft work there at a lower rate:.
inftead of which, theéy entered into iles

‘gal combinations, and even prevented
“thofe from working, who were difpofed
" fo to do, much in the manner they have
" done lately. . L
At that critical time, the author of

thefe fheets publifhed a traf, entitled,

" .Confiderations on Taxes, &c. in which
S | o he

RETEES

A o b e T

e L e

At D et i AR

¥ RE F_-.A C E Cix

he endeavoured to prove, that neither

~ want of employment, nor dearnefs of
- provifions, were the true caufes of their .
~ complaints. - S -
-+ In that tra& hé ventured to fay, that

the appearance of a fcarcity of labour in
the filk manufa@ory, and the melan-
cholly reprefentations of the diftrefics of
thé poor manufaurers, on that dccount,
were en'c:oura_ge_d by the maﬁérs,_'iﬁ or-

~ der, the more eafily to obtain an a& for
- the total prohibition of all foreign

wrought filks.  As to- the other caufe

of their complaint, namely, the high -

price of provifions, he aflerted, that pro-
vifions were cheaper, at that time, in

‘this kingdom, than in any trading flate

in Europe ; _t_,ha"t'is,' the relation between

the price of neceffaries : and the value of -
- labour was, at that time, fuch, that a
man could purchafe more neceflaries
with any givéh quantity of labour in
~ England, than he could in F rance of
L, . Holl_and, .



o grow into habit.
fpoke. pronhetu,dlly of this meaﬁuc and
- urged, that to give a man 4 days Tas
bour, and a ﬂnlhn-tr for it, was: better
fcn thf: man, as well as for the commu- |

LS
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3 rHolland or any other commezcml frats
in Furope, and; "as no-one. hath, fince,
_ '.contradxéted this aﬁ'crtxoa; he is fll in

. the belief of its bemg true. - Notwnh- B
. ftanding this; ‘the rich mafters- of tha-
. “nufacturies in SthaI-Flelds, {et on foot 2
i'fubfcrxPnon, and we were.- told, in the
-pubhc papers; “t that fnear. three thoua
« fand manufadturing poor had been rex
KL heved byit;” 1 add, without abour of
. any f01t-r-A fhrewd temptatlon to idles

nefs and debaucheiy Liabour of fome

kind or other fhould have Been found
- for thefc peoplc, for the- le1ﬁue a las
~ bouring man has to fpend money: given

him in charity, 1 of fatal confequence;

as it hath a tendency to make. idlenefs
This writer; then;

) mty, than to give Inm the thilling as 2
I cnanty

~ tations of the author. .
were foon fold, and an appeadlx, 1ela—

PR EFACE %

 charity,. He has now lived to”fee this
" fulfilled by the ingratitude and infolence: *
of the fame people,_many of. them “at.

leaft, Who were then relieved ;. “and that
fome of thofe: very “mafters, who then:

relieved them, now. fuﬂ’cr for thelr im-
prudent condu&

The great clamem in. regard to the - -

dearnefs of- plovxﬁons was then eagcrlv
Iaid hold of, and propagated by ‘the ene~. -
mies-of the govemment who attrlbuted

- this deamcfs to the weight of- the na~

tional debt, and the. burthen of taxes

confequent thercon. S
To combat . and refute thefe plauﬁble

opinions, .by: arguments drdwn from ex-

- perience, . was. the defign- of .that little:

treatife, which was received by:the pub- g
lic in 2 manner quite beyond thP expec~
‘Two editions.

tive to. the mdnagement of the poor; was; s
rmdy fm the prefs, to be - addcd to the. .
\ - thll‘d
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third ; but feveral of the author’s friends
advifed him to make fome material alte- -
rations’ in" the work, to: enlarge it, by
"addmcr mapy things of confequence, and: .,
more applicable to the prefent fiate of
. our affairs,” both at home and abroad o
~This he has done in the followmg
fheeis; in which, after giving a conmﬁ:
account of the rife and progrefs of ma=

nufadures and commerce in Europe, hg
has produced a number of arguments

- drawn from experience, and the autho-

rities of {fome of the beft writers on: this
fubje&, to prove that the price of la-
bour is by no means raifed on the ac-
count of our taxes; and falther, that

the price of labour is not governed by
~ the price of provifions; and that no ﬁatc.
‘was ever known to make any confider=
- able ﬁgurc in commerce, where provi-
fions were at -a low price, or to. be ob~

. tamed by little labour. The author
has added, fome thoughts on monoPohes,
' provmg

PREFACE Coxiit

provmg them, in general to be i 1n_]unous_ |

to the trade of this kmgdom. '

“In the following fheets, the au.thor has o
“alfo thewn, that the making corn an ar-

ticte of commerce has been, and muft

continue to be, of great ufe to this king~ "

dom ; that it tends to keep it at 2 mo-

derate pr1cc, and will always prevent a - -

fcarcity,  He has, - hkewxfe, Alightly

touched on the different value of our fil-
¢ ver, compared with France, and fhewn

how the price of labour is affeGted by it..

All thefe thmgs are treated of, inas‘

‘concife a manner as the nature of the

| fubje&s would admit ; but, the impor-

tant conﬁderanon of our Amencan trade

is treated more at large; and with a view :

to the rcconcﬂlng the prefent unhappy

. differences between the mother—country

and her colonies. The whole being in
tended as An Eﬂ'ay on Trade and Com—

" merce, interfperfed with a vatiety of re~
marks, which the author- hopes W111 )

prov-s both ufcful and cnteltammg
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To thefc 1mpor£ant conﬁderatwns thc

N author hath added the ourlmes, or {ketch;
‘of ‘& fcheme . for the employment and |

maintenance’of the poor, and the ea,{ing

 the lands of their prefent great burthen
L of poor’s-rates; ‘humbly hoping that the |
_ wﬂdorn of the Britifh Leglﬂature wﬂl-

- improve: and bung it to pe1fe€cmn.

THOUGHTS

r

'TRADE AND_ coMMEi%CE% B

TH AT the rlches and ﬁrength of 4

' i’cate conﬁﬂs in the number of its inha- ”

bitarits, and more efpecially in its la-
bourmg people; pxowded they are pIO-—

‘perly employed, is a truth- never yet
* controverted : as true is it; t}iat an idle
and debauched populace is one of the
: grca_t'eﬂ: ‘grievances ‘a comméroia]_'_ﬂa_te- :

can labour under. Indeed, in fuch an

..Unhappy fituation, no ftate can long |
_continue a comrhereial ftate ; for if the
-populacc are in general unemployed,
fuch ftate can produce but few manu-

B faGures -
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: fa@mres foi expmtatmn, .emd of (,outfe '

~ can have but few {hips, few failors, and
a very mconﬁderable naval force.

A ftate may, from the produce of its
iands be able to fuppmt its inhabitants;
but {uch {tate can no more expectt 0 gTOW

rich by its internal commerce, thanaman
can CXP'?,& ¢o increafe his fm;aae by
 wianning money from his wife and chil-
- dren-. But, what is worle, fuch 2 {tate
- can never be in a fituation to fecure it-

{elf acrm“ﬂ thc encroachments of arnbi-
fious newhbouts, more el_pet‘nlly if it

_be an ‘ﬁand On the connnent weal
ftates may Hmetimes be piOtC&‘Cd by-

"i:hc territories of ncwhboarmg ftates
lying between them and their ‘enefmies,
‘and 2 mutual return of good offices
might enfue ; but a weak, ifland, that is,
an ifland thhout foreign COmMmerce,

and of courfe without™ a powmful-
) nwy, can mit'r'cr protect 1t{'e]f nor
he nf (,onf'equenm cnoufrh to be pro-

te u,ted

e T

TRADE AND COMMERCE g

ie&ed by other ftates. Anifland blefled
by nature with advantages for fmeign |
commerce, fuch as good ports, navi- |
gable rivers, &c. is doubly called upon
to’ exert 1tfelf in that way, we want -
1ot an oracle to tell - us, as it d1d the
Athenians, that Wlthout our Woodcn
walls, we are 1mmcdlatcly open to the
__attacks of any maritime power which can

| ...bring an amiy to invade us. The at-
't_acks‘lmxg-ht be made at many diffcréﬁt

places, and thereby the defenders be fo

harrafled and divided, that the braveft

_p_e.o_ple- in the'wopld-muﬁ foon be con-
guered by any: power which had a great

~number of land forces, fupported by a

Po_werfu’l navy; to bring againft them.
Thefe things are only hinted here, to

_.@fhe'w the great impdrt_ance' of foreign ’
N commerce to fuch a ftate as ’oiirs, and
that nothing thould be left unattempted
_Wthh rmght tend to’ its fuppmt and. -

extenfion. The deplorable ﬁgure which
- | B2 thm-'
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this kmgdom would make without it
may be judged of, not only from what
~“has been faid above, but alfo from look=
ing back to what it was before rhanu-
factures and commerce had: gamed any
conﬁdelable footmo- here, viz. tlll the

3 rexgn of Queen Ehzabeth

| Before 'this glorious era, England
knew very little of manufactures, while
thofe of Spam and’ Italy were in great

© perfeion, for that time. The latter of
 thefe carrwd on all the trade to the.

Levant ; and the other European ftates
conﬁgr-ed to them the raw materials
~ which their fevelal countries produced

" as being bcf’c capablc Of manufa&ﬂnng -

~ them. ;
 Inthe frequent voyagcs made by the
“Ttalians to the North, they found Flan-
“ders a proper and convenient repofitory
" for their manufactures; and the Fle-
~mings being an induftrious people, and

. cncomaged by their noblhty, who
- granted

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 5

_'gran'ted the merchants particular privi-

" leges, they foon became manufacturers
themfelves ; whllﬂ: the E']ghih con=
‘tinued as yet ignorant of the great ad-
vantages arifing from mahufactures and
~commerce. At length, by the emigra-

tion of the Flemings, on the Count’sof .
Flanders w1thdraw1ng thefe puvﬂcocs,
manufactures were attempted in Eng- -
land': for we find, that either through.

our want of fkill or induftry, in the
- reign of Edward IIT. the Flemings .

could buy our wool, pay high 'cuf’tom |

out, manufd&urc it, and pay cuftom i in,

and yet fell their manufactures cheaper

- 'than the natives,

In the reign of Edward VI. mdeed
the Engh[h feem to have fet, in good
earneft, about encomasrmg manufactures

' ‘and cmploylno the poor. . This we learn )

from a remalkable ftatute Wthh runs
 thus; < That all vagrants fhall be
g bmndcd and be the (aves of thofe

B3 cwhe
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« {vho'_apprehend'_fhcms for two years 3 . |

“ to be fed with bread and water, with
¢ an-iron collar or rmg faftened 'on Lheu‘

#¢ necks, arms, or ]egs, and upon run-~.

< ¢ ning away, to be farther branded, and
“ be eondemned to’ ﬂavery 'fbr'life;

£« and upon runmng away again, to be :

e hanged Stat.'t Edw. VL c. 3.
- From hence it may be obferved how
very prejudicial to th_e_ﬁate it was then

thought, to" have any of the labouring

poor unemployed. It is furely of equal
- confequence: now, though different re-
medies may be applied. That which
the author hath propofed, in the con-
clufion of this work, he hopes may
prove as efficacious to prevent vagrancy
| -and common . beggmg, though far lefs
“cruel and tyrannical than this fatute.
~ But even with all this care to enforce
_labour and mdui’cry, in the reign of
Edw. VI. England was brought very
little forward in commerce, and her

3 o manus

TRADE AND COMMERCE T

manu{' actures were very flowly growing

~into repute, il our. glonous Queen

" Erizapzrn, aided by able minifters
and the wifdom of her par lnment car- -
tied the fupenoutv of both to an amaz-

ing pitch. - The famous adt of naviga-

tion produced great employment for
- our fhipping, and our na.val power_foon

became the terror of the Wodd

. But befole this peuod, new WOI]dS-
of riches were ]ald open to the Portu-

'.'guefe and Spama;.ds, and the 1mmenfe
- quantity of gold and filver. brought from

thence,  {foon reﬁdered the 1mmedlate
.poﬂ‘eﬂ’o;s of it negleé’tml of manufac-

tures and awmultures for the lofs of'_
which, their millions made_ them_but_
~poor amends, for they became wealk,

thoogh aboundmg with gold ano mvu
Sulely nothmg can fheW9 na Pauqa

ger point of view, the advantages of

commerce, and the conflant em}ﬂo;w
ment of the labewmg Peop}e,, nor bet-

34« o ter
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“ter prove the truth of the propofition
firft Jaid. down, namely, ¢ that the true-

§¢ r1ches of a ftate’ conﬁf’c in the num-

¢ ber of its inhabitants, propcrlv em-~
R L 'ployed »  However, this will be far=
ther illuftrated in the courfe of thls'
“work. But to ploceed '

Whilft the Spaniards and Portugucfc

were neglelting their manufaétures, a-nd’ :
finking into luxury, floth and effemi-

nacy, as if they thought thgt' the ac-
quifition of riches was the fole road to
greatnefs; the othet fates of Europe,

- who were, happily I may fay, excluded
from thefe new worlds, ‘t'ho'ught them-.
felves, neverthelefs, much interefted in
the d1fcovery, and 1mmed1ately fet, in

good earneft, about fharing part of this
truafurc, and the Way was obvious;

Portugal and Spam had declined in their
'manufaé’tures, and now purchafed ﬁom

......

Wnl_
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(:)Wn'.peqpléhé.d,.hitl}lérto_ fupplied them R

with for their foreign fettlements. Riches

will ever obey the mfalhble attracw -
tion of labour and 1nduﬂ:ry “This is

- the cafe, not . only between . one flate -
and another, but_between the- mdlw-{ o
duals of every ftate; ‘the rich fuppcut'_ :
the poor, and the induftrious poor fup-
ply the rich; fo that every man muft
Dbear hlS part 1n the common labour of :

the World, either by himfelf or his {ub-

- ftitute, . Thus the gold and ﬁlver from

Menco, Peru, and the Braﬁls, pa.ﬂ"cd
through the hands of the Spamalds

and Portugqefe, to England Holland,
“and Francé, with accumulatcd 1dvm—\
tages. Before this time, HCCﬁﬁlty hqd.. .
_produced mdn{hy, riches, and fzecdom' _
in the United Provinges ; theu' manufac- .
- tures were 1mpr0ved and the mcrchants
| acqulrcd the fovereignty of vaft king~-
-doms i the Eatt Indles whilft the
pation fccured 1;0 qtfelf me:ah auftible

riches
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“riches by the excluﬁve tmde to the Sglce

iflands. |
Trading companies were now formed

in England in imitation of the Dutch,
and we began o figure as.a commercml_
ftate s our naval powei was greatly in-
creafed ; -and our manufaGures, of va=

110US kmds, were thoucht to be the befl

Cand moft perfe@c of any in, Europe, and
' _'bore the beft price.

“In France, the 1mmerta1 COLBER’I‘,

' a'bout this time, revwed every fort of
induftry, and fuppoxted the arts of lei-
fure and peaee 'umdﬂ: ambltlon and de~

ﬁle of conqueft ; the hlghe{’c encou,ra,oe-

‘ments were gwen to manufadurers.of
every. kind ; but more efpecially to fe-v
rexg*xe;s, as I {hall have occafion to
znentlon hereafter, when I endeavour |

to account for our bemg under.fold 1
fore1gr1 markets. :
I ﬁequently méntion the Dutch as

mell aS the rrenen, when I would re-
| com=
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g:emfnen.d_ _ekampl_es of -fobr_idy; _-.f““g?“; |
lity, and induftry ; but I would always

‘be underftood to pbiﬁt out the 'F'reneh'

as our moft dangerous r1vals in tlade I
mention them as a power, Whom all
Europe fhould view with a Jealous eyes’
bat T would wifh to direét that eye to
their growmg trade, more than to thelr '

flects and 3.1'1’1'1168 The great mlmﬂ:ers

 of France were very fenfible, ‘that an
extended commerce muft be their firft
Lep to univerfal empire, and that they
-could never be very formldab]e Wlthout' '
At England and Holland are the only

powers capable of checking the trade of

| }'rance and furely thefe fhould heartily
-umte, not only as friends and protef-

tants, but for the pwfervahon of each
other, from their reftlefs and amb1t1ous
newhbours. And thus Encrland appears

to be greatly mtexeﬁed in pioeurmg a" |
geod barrier for the Dutch.
: TQ let the French contmue to un-_

der-
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"-'derfell us in forexgn markets, and by |
any arts to worm-us out of our trade,
would be to negle& all the natural and
-, acquired advantages we have, in com—
~ merce and maritime " affajrs, not only
'over them, but over the whole world
T hat the French have underfold us-_'
- in _Tu1ky, Italy, and Spain, very few
will _d_lfp_ut_e and-in confequenc_e_of this,
_that w¢ have,ina great meafure, loft our
_ '-trade with thofe ftates, is Very clear';

our enqmry then wxll be, Wh’Lt the

. '__Flench have done on their parts, and
‘what we have done, or neglected to do,
on ours, that might caufe the lofs of

thefe branches of commerce t0 us,
A celebrated writer #, to’ whom the

“world is obliged for a very ufeful Dic-
 tionary, has fixed upon our national deb, |

and the perpetuated taxes confequent

"thexeon, as the'fo'uice of this lofs. He
T_awues thus, 6 Hw-h taxec muﬂ: 1a1fe; .

¥ Poﬁlethwavte
© 4% the
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¢« the price of neceffaries, an high price

¢ of neceﬁarles mui’c raife the price of

~ ¢ labour, and an high price of labour

- ¢ muft enhance the value of commo-
-« dities; fo that the ftate, in which

¢ labour is cheapeft, will always be
-« able to. underfell - other flates, and
¢ gain their trade.” |

- In- part, but We hope to make 1t ap—

- pear, that the national debt is far from
'-"-beiﬁg the principal _feurce of the high
‘price of labour in this kingdom that

it operates very little that way, and that
‘there are other more powerful eaufes of

~ the high price of labour in our manu-
factories ; the principal of which ap~
pears to be the general d1fpoﬁtion of our
“manufacturing populace to idlenefs and
debauchery " As in- thefe arguments I
~may appear very paradoxunl 1 -fhall

not venture to rmake ufe of any, but

Auch -as are drawn from CXPCI‘ICI}CE, -
“our beft guide in thcfe matters, or
o | from

Th1s may be true -
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" from the beft authorities. To fay that‘
taxes tend to ]owel the pI’1C€ of labour;
is-a paradox that ‘experience alone will
teach us how to explam, and Whlch

we fhall do in a variety of inftances :

‘indeed it is 2 truth known to almoft

every mafter of 2 manufaltory in the
kingdom, that when provifions are
~ cheap, labour is always, relatively, dear.

“Yet I wonder not that _the‘con-tr'a_fy;opi_-é

nion fhould prevail, as every one clearly

{ees, that if a populace can live cheapy
-;the'y- can afford to labour cheap; from
whence it is erroneouﬂy concluded that
| 'thc,y Wlll do fo.

But thofe who have clofely attended.

to the difpofition and conduct of a ma-
‘nufaéturing populace, have always found
‘that to labour lefs and not cheaper ‘has

‘been the confequence of a low price of
- provifions ;- and that when provifions
are dear, from whatever caufe, labour
is ‘always plentiful, always well per~

 formed,
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formed, and of courfe is always cheaper
than when provifions are at a low price.

T'o explain this, let us obferve, firfl,

$hat mankind, in general, are vaturally
. inclined to eafe and indolence, and that
- nmhmg but abfdutc ks ecefﬁty will en- _
| fou:c labour and. mduﬁ;y. Secondly,

ihai Our Poor, in genela‘ WorkK. 'on]y'for
the bare neceffaries of life, or for the

‘means of a low debauch; 5 which When
- pbtained, they ceafe to labour till roufed

again by neceflity. Tb—irdly, that it is

‘beft for themielves, as well as for foci-
ety, that they fhould be conf_’cantly €=

ployed.
Firft; that mankmd, in. geneml are

o naturally inclined to eafe and inddlence,
- we fatally experience to be true, from

ihe_condu& of our manufa&uung popu=

lace, who do not labour, upon an'aver-

age, above four days in a week, unlefs
provifions. héppen to be véry'dear.w—
When this is. tﬁe cafc, a general in-
| ' duftry
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| dufhy is. 1mmed1ately created ; Wofk-e_
~ men c_roud about the houfes of maﬂ:ersr_-_' '
' _-'riiai_luf;i&ufers, begging for work, al=

moft at any rate; and they work five

- or fix days in'the week inftead of three
© orfour. Labour being a kind of com=
~ modity, the quantity then offered tends

“to the lowerlng its price; ‘and would do

fo, unlefs art or violence -interveneds

Thus far the paradox is explained by

-experience 3 and thus. far it is proved,
“that dearncfs of provifions tends to lower
“the ptice of labotr it mariufaGories.-==

But farthet to prove this, the very re-

 verle happens, when wheat and other
 provifions are at 2 low price. ~e=Tip=
- plisig -houfes and fkittle = grounds - are
“then cmuded inftead of their mafters
- coutt-yards. Idlenefs and ‘debauchery

y _télke plzice s labour grows fcarce ; mafm
* tets are obliged to feek it, and court the
- labotirer to his work ; fometimes at an-
' advanced pf1ce, in one Ihape or another;

2. frequently

3}
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frequently by lending hitn money, which
is loft if the man dies; indeed, this ad-
vanced money is hardly ever repaid;

"fbr whenever -a matfter attempts to ftop
- it, the journeyman applies to another;

who, if he be a good workman, and the
trade be brifk, will lend him money to
pay his former mafter, and, perhaps, a

little more; this is fréquently the cafe
in the crape manufadtory at Norwich,
-where, T am well informed, fome ma-

fters lofe from fifty to eighty pounds a

~ year in this way. In France, inftead of
tempting fervants from their places, no

ma{’tcr will employ the fervant of An0-
ther mafter, without firft knov‘vmg that

 the fervant is totally d:fenoaged and

can obtain a very good chara&ter from
his laft employer. - The good - confe~
quences arifing from hence are obvious.

: But, then, . thxs will alfo prove that the
': French have greater plenty of workmg

hands, or that their manofa@uring poor
o o are
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are more induftrious, and more folicitous
to pleafe their employers than the ma-
- nufaéturing . people - in England are.

One reafon, -among many - others,.

 which I thall produce, why the French
are able to und’erfell'u_s,'is, the great
re‘gula'.rity and order, obferved 'émOng
- thCIL‘ manufacturing people. |

My fecond propoﬁtlon is blended

| Wlth the firfk, S

My third propoﬁtlon was, thﬂ.t it 1s
beft for themielves, as well as for fo-
mety, that the poor thould be con,f’tafat]y
- employed . S

Tt has been fhewn above, that 2 plemy
of working hands tends in various wa ¥,
to make labour cheap. Any method,
. therefore, that will enforce labour and
induftry, will have the fame effeét. as
increafing the number. of hands,  and

will convert what would otherw;ii, be a

“burthen, into the riches and ﬁrength
of the ftate. o
' A trag-

i
|.

1o
L
P
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" A trading ftdte cannot be too. full of
labouung people, whilft the produce of
the land, cultivated in the beft mannel,
is fufficient to fupport them, Or an ¢x-
tended commerce to procure neceflaries
from other Pcates, mn. exchange for her
manufa&ures By our foreign trade,

and by our naval force to prote& that -
 trade, our manufactures are diffufed
' throucrhout the world, and we need not
 fear too groat an incr eafe of people, for

the lowering the price of labour and the

improvement of our manufa&ures would -

be a natural cOnféq-u'en-ce of fuch in-

 creale, and an increafed fo1 eign demand-

would follow of courfe.
A rnulntude of people being drawn

- together in a fmall territory will raife
‘the price of provifions; but, at the fame

time, if the police be crood it mudt keep
down the price of labour, make men

mduf’mous, and mchne them to exert
their beft abilities i m thu 1mprovemcnt |
'of manufa&mcs

o e e

R T
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- Wherever there are but few hande

hbour muft ' be dear of (,ourfe, and
deareft when provifions. are fo cheap,

that thofe few are not obhged to labour

above half their time for a maintenance.

_But the mdi’c-'expéditioﬁé. way of en~
't;re_a_ﬁng'i:ho number of poople,_'keeping;'
down the price of labour, enforcing in-
diifiry, and improving our  manufac-
tures, is a general naturahization. No-

thmg, furely, can have a better effed

in a ﬁate where manufa@curmg hands

are wanted, where guantities of land lie

uncultivated, or where labo_ur is fcarce |
and dear, from the idlenefs and debau-

chery of the manufa&u_ringpopulaco: foy

by opening our arms to foreigners, we

thall not only improve our own manu-
faQures, but alfo introduce the manu-
i‘aé’cmcs of fore1gners, with all thow
arts and 1mprovemems, a fpirit of in=-
dufiry and improvement Would be cré-
ated by it; which, bc,ﬁdes upanimity

among

%_dered dearor by a grea

_’pcoPIe yet, it is momlly 1mpoﬁblo-
‘that a famine fhould happen, or that

f .:_'._‘
b
L
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among our governors, in régard to the
oxtenﬁon and prote€ion of our trade,

15 all we feem to want, to mako us ‘the

groatei’c people in the world.

- A general naturahzatmn, will operate
more powerfull y and more fpecdlly than
any other expedient, towards 1endermrr

the ﬁate populous rich, and poworful
Tits manufa&ulos would be 1mp1ove4

its commolco eztended and its lands

- Would be cultwated to tho hlohcﬂ dg.... .

gree of pcrfe&mn{ But, fome have af-
ferted, <« that a general natumhzatxon

mlght produce o great an influx of

people, asto render provifions fo fcarce

~and dear, that numbers would be frarv-
ed.” To this it may be readily replicd,

that, thouoh p1ov.1ﬁons mxoht be req-

the poor. fhould be ftarved i in a {late en-

'-mchod by extenﬁve commerce, We

- C 3 ~ have

increafe of _

At s e e ey

-
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have large trads of land yet unculti-

vated, and, alfo, much 1311_& not culti-

vated to its highef’; perfection s their
improvement would employ a great
number of hands, and produce great

.'quannnes of prow.ﬁons Befides, I can.
" never admit, that the number, of peop]c |

in a ftate is hmlted by the producc of

the lands,. p10v1ded the ftate is enrzched-'
‘by extenfive commerce 5 the contrary'
of this is proved by the frates of Hol=.

land, where the produce of the lands,

though they are cultivated at a great

expence, and to ‘the hlgheﬂ: perfeéhon,
will not fupport the 1nhab1tants, and,
provifions are lmported from  other

ftates, in eXehange for then' manufac- .
tures. In order to make room fo1 fo-

xelgners, the Dutch have taken in, as

it were, another element ‘and great_.'

numbers of them l1ve upon the water.

It appears ‘that England could never_.
| fuﬂer by 2 general natumhzatmn, not=. -

wnhﬁandxn g | |
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Wi-thftaxading it has been {o violently

oppofed: on the contrary, all ranks and

- degrees of men muft be benefited by it..

The gentry, the clergy, and the far-
mer, would be benefited by the improve-
ment of the land.. Manufa@ures would
be improved and r_en'der-,ed _eheapei';

‘which, of courfe, would encreafe our

foreign trade, and. theIeby enrich -the

‘manufadturer; the broker, and the mer="
chant; and, in confequence of the great .

number of fhips and fatlors conﬂantly

employed, our naval force would be.the
terror of our enemies through the world. |

'The goodnefs of our laws W.ould not

only bring art and induftry among us,
but many would come and bring great.

IIChs..S with them, if, by a Peneial na-
turahzatxon, our: arms were open to re-

ceive them., Fmployment Would be.

created for every mechamcal a1t T
vention would be fharpened, indpfiry

- enforced and economy would mturally-_ |
< 4. |  follow.

T R e e Ay
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follow. * The idle and debauched, who
now labour but four days in a week,

and riot the other ‘two,‘ might, pro=
bably, complain; but of what ? why,
that by  admitting people more induf~
‘trious than themfelves, they fhould

be obliged to labour fix days in the
week, - and live temperate and fober.

I remember one great objeé’mon to this
fcheme has been, that wé thoyld bring -

great numbers of Jews among us. This
objection, if made on’ account of their

religion, is tﬁt?lly inconfiftent with the
gencrous, noble {pirit, ‘of proteftant
‘Cliriftians, who embrace all mankind

as their fellow creatures, provided that

in the general courfe of their lives, they
a& properly.  Indeed, thefe people,
~(the Jews) have been perfecuted in al-
_moﬂ: every. country by turns, both on
account of their religion, and, alfo,
from a defire of feizing their rlches,
;wd hcnce necefity opcra,ted and drove
S - | thoffs

B
i
A
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thofe people to the invention of bxlls of
exchange.(a remarkable era this in the
‘commercial World) in order that they -

might lodge their treafure in the banks

of thofe ftates where they thought it

moft fecure ; and yet, bring what they

wanted of it, in the way of ‘traflick, to
any part of the world; and. this ‘aug-
mented to a great degrec the certamt}r o

and readl__nefs of communication among

| trading nations, Every wife ftate, ex- |
 cept ours, that is not under the influ~
ence of a rapacious and tyrannical in-
quifition, now give the Jews the moft.
" cordial’ recepnon among them. ‘The

Dutch, in partlculal, have mdny rich

]ews among them, who have money to .
4 great amount in our ftocks, and who
{pend the mtereﬁ of it ‘in Holland _
Would it not be: better to have tlmfc :
people refide here, to keep their money,
- and have the advantages of the;_r traflick,
among ourfelves? But prejudice makes
' ' - ' our
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. our pohtu:s, in this partu:ular, _dlﬁ’ercnt

from many ather ftates. y
That idlenefs is a confequence of

cheap hvmb, may be gathered from a

knowledge of human nature alone.

Mankind, as T faid above, are naturally -
fo fond of cafe and indolence, that they
will not labour, while they have the
- seans of idlenefs in' their power; but,

as foon as thefec means are exhauifted,
neceflity again rouzes thém to their

'W.'ork:' 3 'and from this caufe, no ftate has -
ever yet made any confiderable figure in -

commerce, where the neceffaries of life
could be obtaiped by little labour.
"But, formerly, this natural love of eafc.
dperated no far_th‘ér.:'than to pfcvcnt'fu(ih
ftates, where provifions were cheap,’and
idlenefs to be indulged, from extending
their commerce; whilft in others, where
a great number of pet)ple poflefled but
fmall - terntory, and where, of courfe,

| provxﬁons were dear there, Ncccﬂzty.

has |
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‘hias proved the mother -of Indu{%i‘y, as

well as of Invention, . and commerce
hath been greatly : extended. Thefe are
the operations of Nature, and have no
very ‘paradoxical appearance; but the

" fatal firides now madde by the corrupted

manners of our manufa&uring populace, -

beyond the ‘WNatural love of eafe, is '

greatly to be. Iamented -
My next propoﬁuon is, agam, a kmd '

~ of trade paradox, which experiencein the

cb'nd'u'&‘of our manufaduring people,
alone, can explam namely, that another

“caufe of idlenefs, inthis kingdom, is the

wantof a fufficient number of labouring

‘_hands One would naturally, and upon

the Iace of thmgs, fuppofe that whcre"
hands are fcarce, they fheuld be all ful}y
cmployed but this is far from being
the cafe, as is well known to the ma~

" fter manufaGurers in this kingdom.

Whencver, from an extraordinary. de-
mand fm m:mufa&ures, 11bour grows
' | | fcarcc, |
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fcarce, the labourers feel their~own
confequen’ée, and will make their ma-
fters feel it likeWife it is amazing ; but
fo depravcd are the difpofitions of thefe

people, that, in fuch cafes, ‘a fet of
workmen have combined to diftrefs .
- their employm, by 1d1mg a whole day
.'togethel. But then, let it be obfewed
(as a farther proof of my ge_nelal argu:_ _

thent, viz. that neceflity alone will en-

force labour,) that thefe things never

happen ‘when wheat and other necef-~
faries are dear; labour is then too plen-
tiful, and becomes too neceffary to ad-

 mit of fuch unnatural coml:unatlons,f

nor does this ever happen in a flate,
where there 18 _pl_e;_qty of labou_u_ng

~ -hands. The moft. efficacious remedy

for thefe and many other evils, is a ge-~

neral natulahzatlon, as hinted a -few

pages” back; but, if that remedy will

~ -not be admltted in this kmodom, fome
- otHcr method fhould bE: fOLnd out, te

Cr cqte

-
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create a general induftry; that the
moderate labour of fix days in the week

may be fo enforeed as, in time, to grow
habitual, as'is the cafe with the Dutch;
for this would be equal to an increafe,
of manufacturing people, near one third,
and produce many millions; per annum;

more in commodities : fome think that

zi-g’en'eral induftry, and the conftant la-

‘bour of thofe hands we have, “would
produce above twenty. millions, . per
annum, in commod1t1es, more than
“are now produced ; of fuch vaft con-
fequence is fobriety, induftry, and con~ -

ftant labour, to a commercial ftate.
But, as a farther proof that an high
price of neceffaries is not iﬁjurious to a
trading ftate, I fhall mention . many
other good confequences attending it.
When provifions are dear, from any

caufe, the labour of the poor is per-
formed with care, with affiduity, and 2
| regard to the pleafing their employer.

- | Manu~
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 Manufa&ures are improved from an ex-
‘ertion “of fkill, and a laudable emula=
tion in: ‘workmen to excel one another.
Agam"—When from an high pnce of
neceflaries, pex_fons are obliged to la-
~ bour fix days in the week, they k_e'e.p'
- themfelves {ober, and the work of fuch
- men is always beft performed. ---- It 1s
difficult, after a few days debauch f01'-
a man to return to his labour : when he |

does, it is with diftafte and relu&ance,
often with an aching head and trem-

‘bling hands, which render him incapa-
- ble of performing his work in a proper-
manner ; and it is well known that the
 firft day’s work of a journeyman, after a

few days of idlenefs and'debmchei‘y,

18 p\.rrosmed bcyond all ¢ alcmatwn,_
worfe than that of a man who has ha-
| bituated himfelf to fobricty and cof=
ftant labour. Sir Wirriam TI:MPLE'
Cobferves, th.lt ¢ of fuch force is the

¢ preval (,nf‘y of habit, that the change
€ fmm

TRADE AND COMMERCE. 21

. f1 om conftant labour to conftant eafc,
-« ig g5 difficnlt and difagreeable, as from

e conﬁzant eafe to conftant - labour ;7
and I think I may from hence affert,

- that it would be better for the labourer,

as well as. for the: ﬁate; that he thould

work fix days’ foa fix fthillings, than that

he thould receive the fame fum for 1a—

: ,bou_n_ng four days, for both the labourer
. and his fzimily would be made the hap-
- pier by it; an habit of {obriety and in-
duftry. would be hereby acquired and
~copfirmed ; and the man would natu-
"rally; and almoft infenﬁbly, become 2

better hufband, a better fatncr, 2 better
mcmber of - focxcty Of what infipite

: ‘confcquence then is it to a trading ftate,
‘that fome method (hould be found out
to enforce labour, and to procure habits

of . fobnety and mduf’cry among the ma-

--nufaé’curmcr populﬂcc

. But herc it may not be an‘nfv m ob=
.fcrvc, that in relatlon to the labourmv

people
K
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o people wotking fix days in the week

Mr. PosTLeTuwAITE 3and I differ full
as much, as about the opcratlons of our
“taxes on the price of labour.  What he
| has. faid in regard to both thefe argu=

ments, I will give in his own words;
but firft in regard. to labourmg ﬁx days, R

""the other-in its order. -

In page 14 of his firtt plehmlnar}r
difcourfe, he fays ds. follows, namely,”

¢¢ We cannot ‘put an end to thefe few
¢ obfervations, without noticing that
<€ trite remark in the mouth of too
«c fnfiny, that if the induftrious. poor
¢ can obtain enough to maintain them-
« felves in five days, they will not work

« the whole fix.  Whence they infef
< the neceflity of, even the ncceffaries

< of life, being made'dear by taxes, or

“¢ any other means, to compel - the-
« working artifan and manufatturer to

« labour the whole fix days in the week
e 'withoﬁt_'-ceaﬁng; 1 muft beg leave

éc
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¢ to differ in fentiment from thofe great
RTINS

politicians, who contend for the per-

 petual flavery of the working people

S T 1

of this kmgdom they forget the vul-
gar adage, all work and no play. |
Have not the Engh{h boafted of the
1ngenu1ty and dexterity of her work~
ing artifts and manufa@ureis; whxch
have hitherto given credit and repu-
tation to Britith wares in general?-
What has this been owing to? To
nothing more, pr'ob‘ablj,’ tl‘lgn;'t‘he |
relaxation of the -working people' in
their own way: * Weie they obliged
to toﬂ the year round, the whole
fix days in the week, in a repetifion
of the fame work, might it ot blunt

‘théir mgenmty, and reander them itu-

pid, inftead of alert and dexterous ;
and xmrrht rot our workmen lofe
thelr reputatxon, inftead of main-
tammg it by fuch eternal ﬂavery?'
Have not all wife nations inftituted

D Z holidays,
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. ho]idﬁ'ys, fpo_rts, and pa(’cimes for the

“e¢ diverfion of the mafs of the people?

‘e "To what end? Certainly to give them

¢ 2 {frefh relith for their _la_bo'uf.' And,

I af they-had not unbendings, .we may -
¢ prefume they would pine away, and

¢« hecome enervated as well in body, as

¢ marr’d in underftanding, and what-
e fort of workmahﬂ]ip could we expect
¢« from fuch hard-driven animals ?
¢« Hpwever, lome Londen wOrkmen
¢ may, now and then, impair ._thei;
“¢¢ healths by drunkennefs and deb-au-
¢t chery; the bulk of the induﬂ;nou;
"« grrifans and manufalturers through-
€€ oﬁ’t the kingdom do otherwile 5 and,
¢« when they do make 2 holiday, they
e will e.aﬁly fetch the loft time up, 28

¢¢ they term it, in cafes of plece-work; '
<« gnd many of them will execute as

<« much worl in four days, as2 Frcncha
<t man does in five or fix. But, if En-

e olimen are to be eternal drudges,
o 3 . . < ’tis.

11

€6

. £ 1
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L1
< glith roaft beéf and pudding-in their
< bellies, as well as our conftitutional

¢¢ fpirit of liber_ty? And why may not

€«

“ of our artifts and manufacturers, be

s owing to that freedom and liberty
¢ they enjoy to divert themfelves in
[£1

« never have them deprived of fuch
¢ privileges, and of that good living
[ {4

¢¢ thad their courage, mziy proceed.

¢ However, fome regulations may be

the induftrious poor.”

'Had thefeobfervationsproceeded from
- Mr. PosTLETHWAYTE’s pen alone, I
thould not have been fo particular in my |

anfwer to them; for, the bufinefs of this
' | D2 - writey

°tis to be feared they will degenerate
below the Frenchmen. As our people.
are fam’d for bravéry in war, do we
not fay that it is owing to good En-

the fuperior iﬁgenuity and dexterity

‘their own way ; and, I hope, we fhall
from whence their ingenuity, no lefs

neceffary, even for the diverfions of
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writer {eems principally -to have been
that of writing largely, without much

'attondmcr to cowe&nefs of ftyle, or con-
ﬁf’cenoj of a1gument. But this, per-

haps, was rather his mlsfortune than

his fault; however, as his OPIHJ[OI'IS have

been adopted by other writers, and as
they appear to arife from the tra&, men-
tioned in the preface, viz. Confiderations

on Taxes, I think myfelfObHD‘ed to take

thls partlcular notxce of thcm.

Whatever this great advocate for the
laoourmg people might . mtend, it ap~
pears clearly to me, that his arguments
- muit prove a fnaro to them, and leave..
them obnoxious to many: ovxls, Wthh"-
conﬁdnt employment would Certamly-..
It appears, to
me, that conftant cmploymcnt is the

pr efervc them from.

r01d to - ratlonal happmofs, _thoh no

ono w1{hes more heartily for the poor
to. en;oy th'm I do. I think I have .

| pioved :ihnt our. ma*mfaé’cuunc peoplc -

are,

[HE A TN T R
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are, in 'general,_ idle and debauched ;

and, in c'on-feqﬁenco of this difpoﬁtion,

both they and their families are un- -

happy, and the flate in danger of be-

"mg ruined by the lofs of its fOiCiO‘Ll
“trade, I hope I hwo alfo proved th'*-t

high taxes and dear promﬁons are {o

- far from mcreaﬁng this evil, that they
-are the moft material check to it, as

nothing]| but neceﬁ”ty will enforce nb(,ur,

- and neceflity muft be the bafis of every
- fcheme that thall be formed in order to _'

ledrefs this mtolcmble guovance thc

idlenefs and debauchcry of our mana-

faé‘fuuno populace : and yet, I hope, I

fhall not from hence, he thOUO‘uf of fo

unbencvolent a dxfpoﬁtxoo as to defire
to diftrefs the poor; and, as M.

PostLET HWAYTE fays, to make them

flaves. [ may be miftaken; but, I
think that I am confulting the happi-
nefs of the far ‘greater part. of thom,

when T recommend conﬁant modorato
-Aabou | ‘
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I look ﬁpon the induftrious poor te
be the moft ufeful part of the commu-~ -

~ nity; and, therefore, I wifh them all

to be induftrious. It appears to me,
that the riches, ftrength, and well being

- of the fiate, depends, in great meafure,
on the number of its induftrious poor.

I would willingly have them all live

comfortably by their labour, and be
fupported comfortably by the flate,
when age, ficknefs, or any other cala-
mities render them incapable of labour.

The conftant, 1'eafonablc labour of fix

days out of feven, when perfons are in

health, I am confident, would make |

the poor much happier than they are by
labouring lefs, and having time on their
hands for riot and debauchery. T would

always wifh to have heceflarics at fuch

‘a price, that, by fix days labour, the
- poor might be able to maintain them-~
felves and families in a plain, but decent
‘manner. I am forry that en;éoilgiygéu

| B ~ment
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‘ment will not have the fame effect on

; ' "necedfity
the manufadiuring poor, as necefiity.
It is their well known difpofition for
idlenefsand debaucherythat gives wel ght

to my arguments; general induftry
" would, at once, make them ufelefs.

Lngland, asa wife commercial {tate,
which hath the power of extending its

commerce, furely, (hould confider the

vaft fum that even one day’s labour 1n

s week, throughout all our manufac~
tures, would amount to, and fhould

> e
endeavour, by 2 good police, to entorce
it, Itis judged by fome, as hath been
before obferved, that it would produce

above ten millions value of commodities
o : . . 1. "
per annum; an object, in my humble

opinion, more worthy the ferious con-~
e » 1
fideration of the legiflature, than all

‘the grievances I bave yet heard com=
plained of.---But, tobe 2 liztle more

- - - . ) : . . . /TP -
particular 1n my remarks upon DMr.

PasTLETHWAYTE'S ob{ervationg=--

D4 He
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- He begms with noticing that trite 1em'

mmk in the mouth of too many, ¢ thag
¢ if ‘the 1ndu{’cr10us poor can obtain
¢ enough to maintain themfelves in five

- #¢ days, they will not work the whole

¢ fix.” 'Thisauthor’s inattention muft
be very amamng ‘who ever fays this of

induftrious poor ? furely this was never
in any one’s mouth but his own. We

know that induftrious poor Will'labolix_:
f1x days in a week, and that they fel-
dom keep any holiday befides Sunday,
which they enjoy in a.decent and ra-
tional way with their families. ~ Mr.
PosTLETHWAYTE obferves  that thofe
“ who recommend the labour of fix
¢ days to the poor, contend for their
He fays, “ they
¢ {hould eat good roaft beef and pud-
¢ ding, and keep. holiday when they
¢ pleafe.” Indeed, our manufatturing
poor, in weheml Wf;mt no advice of thié

Hort; they w111 do fo tnough their own

I'lllil

Lo
L

litician,
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guin and the ruin of the ftate (hould be

the confequence of it, - T'o prevent fuch

ruin is, therefore, the bufinefs of the po-
If the making every feventh

day an hohday is fuppofed to be of di-

vine inftitution, as it implies the appro~

Proprlatmg the other fix days to labour,
furely it will not be thought cruel to
enforce it. Can it be cruel to prevent
a man from. domg himfelf and his fa-
mily an injury ? Surely no. Can it be
cruel to epforce fobriety and induftry,
!__wh_en_, in the end, the poor will be
ftarved without it? I, by the idlenefs

of our manufaGuring people, we are.
underfold in foreign markets, and the
trade of the kingdom be loft, how are
the poor then. to be mau)tamcd who
are already fo great 2 Burthen ‘on the
lands? As to the taxes, wh1ch this au-v"
thor pointsout to befo great aburthen on

_ thepoor, that they cannot labour cheaper
than they do, I juft beg leave to ob-

ferve,
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ferve, that a man pavs more’ taxes im

in two days of idlenefs and debauchery,
than in four days of labour.
poor will give up their fuperfluities,
and pay taxes only on their neceflaries,

they will fall very light,

part of what they earn; whiilt the
Dutchmanufaturers are fuppofed to pay

fix times as much in taxes, as ours need

to do.  And here itmay not be amifs to

. take notice of Mr. PosTrLeETuwAYTE'S

political arithmetic, in-regard to the ac-

cumulation of our taxes, which he af-

ferts are paid, fometimes five hundred,
fometimes a thoufand fold; <cevery one,”

he fays, ¢ charging, upon the article
¢ he deals in, all the taxes paid by .

« every other tradefman he deals with.”
- And thus he rings changes from the
- taylor to the butcher, the fhoemaker,

“the tallow-chandler, .&c. 1 agree with

“this. writer, that where the flate lays

oh

If the

| fome think
they would not amount to a thisty-fixth-

e i e b e

‘in ours; and,
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‘on a fmall tax, the dealers in thofe ar-
ticles on which the tax is laid, will -
make a confiderable profit upon fuch
tax. Thus beer was ralfed an halfpenny :

a quart when the tax laid on was but a
farthmg, the fame by glafs, leather, &c.

but the ftate is not Chargeable with thc '

exorbitant- taxes that the people lay on
one another ; beﬁdes, taxes muft ope=

rate the fame in other flates as they do
therefore, I think the
account may be made very thort, and =~
the query only be, whether, with all

our accumulated taxes, the neceflaries
which the poor principally confume, or

~ought to confume, are dearer in Eng-
land than in Holland and France? I am_ :

informed they are mot; that is, that
the articles which our poor confumc,

11'C'Idearcr in thefe places than they are

in England; but their poor confume

~but little of thefe’ thh taxed commo-
dities,

For mﬁancc, wheat is fomc-
' tlmes

Samme e

s

Cafun e e ——
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times very dear in Flance, and, T am

111formed that, at fuch times, the poor - |

eat very little bread, but content them-
felves with roots, &c. whﬂﬁ: our ma-
nufa&urmg people give out that they
are ftarving, unlefs they can eat the
fineft bread, in as great quantities as
when wheat is ever fo cheap The dif-
ference then does not fo much lie in

the taxes, as m the manner of hvmg be-.

- tween our poor and theirs. If our poor
‘will confume great quantities of thofe
things which are heavieit taxed, furely
they fhould work the harder for it; but
- if they will live luxunouﬂy, and work.
only four days in a week, their Iabour
muft of courfe be dea;, and we be un-

derfold In fomign mfdkets, by Wmch '

means we thall lofe our trade, the poor

will want employment, and the lands

not being able to fupport them, they
muft farve,

| bon:;,c; of my _1'eadé_rs will Wondcr to

[
el g

i
Lo
s
T
[
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{ee me mention our poor living luxu~

rioufly. The term luxury has not, that
I know of, been defined to any cer-
tamty, and what is called luxury in
one man, may be parfimony in another:
it depends, therefore, on the ﬁtuauon
and circumftances of the confumers,

- and not upon the things confumed.--~

However, T think it may be defined to

be an 1ndulgence in unneceflary thmgs, |
which are too expenfive for the fitua~
'txon._and circumiftances of the confumer. |
Indolence and eafe are luxuries of the

'poor, which fhould not often be in- -

dulged, left they grow into habit; for

‘then -they become fatal. Now all the

taxes on the neceffaries of the poor ap-
pear to be the more ufeful, as they
operate to prevent this fatal indulgence,

and therefore thould be the laft of all
taxes to be abolithed: MowTEsQUIEU,
in his- Spirit of Laws, if I remember

right, fays, ¢ that luxury is neceflary
€& lrﬁ-

e A . e
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“ in fuch a flate as England, that it
*¢ cannot extend too widely among the .

““ rich; but that as it defcends, it

‘ fhould gradually dimini_ﬂ),‘till' it ends ;
““in a point among the poor.” Half
the taxes which the lower fort of people -
in England pay, are for fuperfluities, or
the means of a low debauch, and not
for neceflaries. = - o
When it is_conﬁdéred what luxuries
the manufadturing populace confume,
fuch as brandy, ‘gin, tt_'a', fug"ar,'foreign'l'-
fruit, ftrong beer, printed linens, fnuff, .
tobacco, &ec. &c. it is: amazing any one
fhould be fo weak as to conceive that
“taxes rai_fe the 'pri(':c of labour; or that _
it fhould be neceﬂ'ary to raife the' pricc

of labour becaufe of our taxes, in order

to enable the poor to live co'mfortably", -
knowing they confume fuch heaps of

fuperfluities. I am informed, that in

one little manufa&uring town in the

- Weft of England, of about three thou~

fand,

[
[
1:..I
| R
[
h
i
!
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fand inhabitants, excife is paid for two
thoufand hogtheads of {trong beer, be-
“fides what is {pent in fpirituous liquors 5

all proofs of exorbitant wages. But,

one of the fatal cehfcq_uenct_as of an high

price of labour is, that it produces {loth,

If a defire of luxuries produced induftry, -

it might be ufeful, create trade, and
improve the Jands ; hence gll’ might
confume more, and bear with equal fa-
cility higher taxes; but an hour’s la-
bour loft in a day is a prodigious in-~
ju‘i‘y' ’to a ct}mmercial f’cate-._ o :

~In fhort, taxes are fo far from injur-
ing our foreign trade, by rendering our
manufadtures dear in foreign markets,
as many writers would infinuate they

do, that I am perfuaded we thould have

no mamufa&urés to export, if all taxes

were entirely abolithed; and if from

othér concurrent caufes, our manufac-
turing pdor' could live at half the ex-
pence they have done for twenty years

patt. B It

T S
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It is. the quantity of labour, and not :

the prlce of it, that is detormmed by

the price of provifions and other necef-
© faries't reduce the price of neceflaries
- very low, and of courfo you reduce the
quantity of labour in pI'OPOI’tIOIl ‘puta
ftop to emulation and . nnprovement,:--

and our forelgn tradc, the fource of our

tiches and our power, mﬁmtely more
valuable than mines of filver and goldy -
'w0uld foon be totallv lofk 3 ‘our navaI B
'fhength Wthh mlght be made the
dread of the Woﬂd would. dwmdlo ins
10 nothmg, and we thould even be un- -
able to defend Ourfelves aoamf‘c the en<
croachmeits of our ambltmus and reﬂ:-f -
- lefs nelghbours .
Notwnhﬁandmg what Mr POSTLE-
- TEWAYTE has. f2id againft our manu--
: faé’turmg peopie being obhged to labour |
fix days in a week, I am confident that
it would tend to make -them and their
__famlhes mﬁmtely happier than the ge=
'nerahty of them are at prefentn

TRADE AND COMMERCE P

~In Hol]and “the peop]e, in genel al,.
- }abour fix: days ina week; by whl.ch"
mieans. they have  no time for riot, .de- " N
| bauchery and oxpenco ; and of courfe . -
~ they are happy and ufeful membem of
- Hociety'; Iabour by habxt becomes even.
~agreeable and” entertammg to them, _
idlenefs, the parent of almoit evely vxce, S
a T bam{hed the &ato, and honef’ty, in-
dufhy, ‘and- fobmcty, take her place —
- One piOOf of this is, that m the groat'-_ .

01ty of Amﬁerdam, not above four ‘ma-

_ Ief_a&o‘;s_ ‘are. ,capltally_,convl_&ed mn’a L
._ fye'ar,.' and a beggar. is hzii‘dly to Be feen
in the ftreets ; happy. confcquenoes thefe -
of h1gh taxes, dearnefs of prowﬁons,'. _
and @ good- pohce Thc;r laws. relative
- to. the poor, . arc wifelv ﬁahﬁed," and =
duly enforced.” The great Dt WrrT,
in his mazxims of Holland fays, that ..
¢ H;gh taxeq promotemventmn, mdufw '
¢ try and’ frugality.”  Mr. Locxk &, -
fpeakmc of the f1ur>~a11ty and mduﬁry’ -
~BE oo ef

AT IE R - Dk L e TR L L e,
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of the Dutch, fays, ¢ that they would
€ buy our rape<feed, make it into oil, -
¢ and fell it cheap‘er than we could.”
- Such are the advantages of frugality and

induftry to a flate.
What a wretched contra{’c do the dif-

folute minners of our manufatturing =
populace make to the induftrious poor |
of Holland ! Inftead of that fobriety and
' "ilnduf’cry-which is habitual to them; in-
ftead of chearfully " labouring fix days
in the week, and thereby fupporting

themf{elves and families decently, as the

| Du'tch do, if our manufacturing people

cannot cain enough in - three or four
days, to:be idle and debquched the . re-

mainder of the weck, they frequently
enter into illegal combinations, deﬁroy.'

the works of thofe who are difpofed to

be indufirious, turning regularity and
~order into riot ‘and Confuﬁon as hath
lately been fatally expenenced in Sp1tal- -
Fields. Om matwf‘.,&urmsz poor, in-

P;ead
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fread of bel.ng'theﬂrehgth aid riches of
the ftate, are become a burthen to it

almoft too great for - it to bear, our -

poor’s rates being 1ncreafed from abott
L 700,000 to £2,500,000, per annun,

‘withih the laft century.

~ Thefe are real gr1evances, and, wzth- -

~ outa fpeedy redrefs; may prove the. lofs_

of ouyr. foreign trade, and the rum of

the ﬂ:ate _
A’ lugurious,’ 1dle, and debauched |

manufa&urmg populace is certamly the =

greateft evil a commercial fate. can la= -

~bour under; and; therefore, the firfk to
- be redrefled ; and, though thofe Who
!"ﬂllc themfelves the fupporters of our
rights, thould carry thear favourite plan-
to its utmoft Theighth; unlefs 2 fpeedy |

rcformat;on takes place among our mas
‘nufadturing poor; unlefs fome fcheme
be form’d to extirpate idlenefs, ref’uam .
excefs and debauchery, prevent vae.

g1 ancys enforce induftry, keep the poor

E 2 - Qon"’mntly
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| - ‘conftantly employed and eafe the lanas..
- .of the heavy burthen of poor rates, real

: hberty will @il be Very precarious, for-
liberty without p1operty | is merel |

- chnneucal - o 7

The grievance mennoned above, and = :

which I take the liberty moft earneitly

to recommend to the. Ieglﬂature of this

“kingdom for Ipeedy redrefs, is not the
oﬂ’sprmg of oppofition and prejudice; it

| 1s not the concern of any partlcu]ar,fet

of men only, but of the whole kingdom : '

- thofe who ‘are in the miniftry, and . |

| thofe who are’ In the oppoﬁtlon,, the |

piefent pailmment and any otherf that

-may be.chofeny all muft have an inte- -

reft in puttmrf a ﬁop to the idlenefs and
debauchery of our manu;a&urmg “po-

- prlace. This is a many headed monfter,

which every one fhould oppofe, becaufe

.cve1y one’s pro*)erty 18 endangered by

t; nay, the riches, ﬁrength and glory

o
1: thxs kmgaom, mui’c ever he mieeure

”hllﬂ: this ewl mmams unchecls. d

TRADE AND COMMERCE. s3
Andyet,Mr PosTLETHWAY TEfays,
that our manufa&unng poor *¢ fhould

s not be expe&ed to live like. French-

¢ men, or Dutchmen, that they {hould
¢ eat roaft beef and pudding, drink

"o ﬁrong beer, and make hohdays when-
s eyer they pleafe.”

"Alas! our -poor,

as - I faid above, Want not {uch adv;.ce, |
{00 many of them do this aiready ; and

the confequences of it are {everely felt:
‘fhould it go farther, the trade of the
ftate muft be ruined. 1 readily agree,
that where the labour of our people is
harder, which is frequently the cafe,

" they fhiould live fomewhat dxﬂ‘erent for .

their fpirits, exhaufted by hard labour,
muf’c be recruited; but, in the common
run of our woollen, cotton, or filk ma-
nufadtur es, the labour is no harder than
“in other ftates, and our poor would cer=
tainly be healthicr and happier by teav-
ing off {piritous hquors, at leaft, which

tend to immediate 1ntoxxcat10n, lofs of
E 3 o reafon;
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1eaf0n, and b1utahty Temperate 11v-=-= o

- ing and conftant employment - is the

‘dire& road, for the poor, to ratwnai:

'happmcfs, and to riches and ﬂlength

for the ftate. We cannot f’uppofe that -

the lower fort of peoplc have enlar ged

ideas of the focial virtues, nor of the
happmefs attendmg the praétu:e of them,_ -

but, furely, they can perceive that it
- muit be right to. make themfelves and
‘their families happy. Tempelancc arid
conftant employment enfure this hap-

_pmefs, for” whatevel Mr. POSTLE--.-

"THWAYTE, or any other writer may
think of my fchcme, I would always
have it in the power of thofe poor, wlio
" labour fix days, to have a {mall’ furplus,

~ after their ncceﬂ'ancs are’ pal,d for, Ito j

regale themfelves. and families with on
- the Sunday. Would this be like ﬂa—f
very ? On the contray, would it' not

‘greatly increafe the happinef(s of the la- |
bouring people, and the profpeuty 0f o

thf: I«.xngdom P

CPIRITER S P S . -
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- ManomeT muft be allowed"to be,
in. many mf’cances,_ a- wife law-gwgr :
He was convmced that every man ought

- to contnbute his fhare of labour to the

common f’cock and therefore, he en-

o Jomed it as a law, from which, even
 kings were not . exempt, that 2 man
- thould eat no more - than the labour of
| hls hands conld puwhafe every day. |

I | hopc I have faid enough to make it |

appcar that the modcmte labour of fix

~ days in a week is. no ﬂavely. Our la-
* bouring people who are ‘employed in
bufbanrhy do this, and, to all appear-

ance, they are thc-happi‘éﬁ:- of all our
labouring poor : but the Dutch do this

~in. manufa&ories, and appear to be a

very happy people. . The F rench do
fo, when holidays - do not intervene;

- and thefe, I am told, they frequently

ﬂlolten by the mdulgence of the pneﬁ:

~ the holidays which they keep arc em-

ployd in rehgxous exercifes, at leaﬁ,

-'_E4. | | wht .



for the ftate.
- fhould never thmk themfelves indepen-
dant of their fupenors ; fTor, if a proper -
'fubmdmatlon is not kept up, riot and
‘confufion will take place of fobriety and
~ order. ~ The lower fort of people, who
“have little or nothing to lofe, think
'every change may be in their favour,

& THOUGHTS ON

what they think o be, fo, and not in
“riot and debauchery; one holida'y made

by a manufaurer in England, is of

- worfe confcquence to him, his family;
and the flate, than three keptin France, =

on account of rellglon

- But, our manufa&uung populace havc -
adopted a notion, that as Enghfhmen -

they enjoy a birthright privilege of being
more free and independant than in any

country in Europe Now, th1s idea, as
far as it may affe& the blavery of our |
~ troops, may be of fome ufe; but the
- Jefs the manufa&uring pédr have of it,

certainly the better for themfelves and
“The Iabourmg people

3 : o " ' and

~general fcramble.

- trade of - the nation.
 ing word operates like magic on the

| TRADE AND COMMERCF 57

and they readlly follow the f’candard of

' {edition, hoping to get fometmng in the |
This, T fear, has
* been greatly encouraged by fuch wri-
ters, and pe1ha.ps, not a 11ttle, by per- - |
- fons who honour themfelves with the
“title of patnotlc members of certain fo-
. cieties. Liberty is the word they adopt;
" they wave it in-air upon ‘their banners;
‘and the poor readlly leave their em-~
ployments, and follow it, to the ruin -

of themfelves, their families, and the
ThlS hlgh found-

wnthinking multitude, and appears to

them to fanéify any name that is joined

with it. It is extremely dangerous to

* encourage mobs in a commercial ftate

like ours, where, perhaps, feven parts

 out of eight of the whole; are- péop'le :
: -w1th little or no property. ‘Every idea
of dn acceflion to what the populace
call hbe1ty, tends to make them the

morc
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more ldIC‘ and debauchcd Theu 1deas

~of liberty are the entermg into 1]Iegal'
combinations, extorting money from the

induftrious, cutting work out of looms,

and breakmg Wmdows, to the great ter-

ror and injury of the fober inhabitants,
“The term liberty is’ very artful]y

. ) adopted by the oppofers of government ‘

in this kmgdom, where_the common
poopIe are, zealous for 1t, even to cnthu-
fiafm ; and in thlS, as it is in rehgmn,

- the moﬁ ignorant are the gleatei’c de-
N votees; and, I doubt not, but many
: hzwo been induced to Mign petitions,.
from this ‘high-founding word alone,
The loweft mapufacturer, as I obferved

abovo claims it as his’ bnthnght, and

' bo}ie\res Jbhimfelf as much concemed in
it ag the nobleman, and therefore, rea-

dily joins in the general clamour.

The fobriety, frugality and. mduﬁry |
of our manufa&’urmg pcople, appear to -
me of fuch:vaft, confequence, that the

o wellm_ o
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.wcll being, if not the- very being of the
 ftate (that is, as a rich and powe rful
commercial frate) depends upon-fome -
- fx.hethe being framed to promote, en-

courage, enforce, and make it habitual:

It is umverfally allowed, that labour is-
~ too dear in this kmgdom as to the prin- -
cipal caufe of its being fo, T differ from

Mr. POSTLETHWAYTE -and many other

writers on that fubje& That taxes o
operate very little towards raifing the N
price of labour in our manufacturies, I o

hope I have fhewn already; but as it

. isa fubjcét of grcat importance, I muft -
‘not- yet ql.llt it, - but - proceed to thew,
from experience, that the taxes on the
neceflaries, which the poor punmpally _'
confume, never do ralfe the pl’lCC of -
labour, but, on the contraty, that- tht,y :
‘naturally tend to create induftry, pro-

duce a large quantity of labour, -and of
courfe, to lower itin a variety of ways,
though not in its nominal price. -

_T'ho.: -

WIS e A e e
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‘The bafis of my argument, I think,

ﬂ;a,nd& firm, notwithftanding all theop

pofition it hath met with; nqmely, that

‘noething but neceﬁity will enforce tabour |

and induflry.. . A perfon muft have a

very L'an.rfeé’c knowledge of human na-

ture, to {uppofe mankmd will -labour
from apy other. motive. * I would" afk

a0y man of common {enfe, whether he:
_ thinks the poor would labour at all, if
they “eonld gather all thczr neceflaries -

from the next tree? Nay, whether they
would even take the pains to climb that
tree, provided they could get at their
neeefluries any eafier way? ‘This, though
an argument from fpeculanon only, ap-

pears to be very convincing : but.we

will ROW p¥ roduce one . from ez;perxence

N that cannot be denied ; namely, whe- k |
e then wheat be at elo‘ht thillings a. bufhel,

or at five, the nominal price of labour
 continues the fame; but, being at fuch

~umes of dearth, better performed, it

becomes,
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%ﬁcamcs, in falk, cmzﬁdcrably cheapers;
for mafler: manufaé‘urea s know, that
there. are various ways of rifing and fall-

ing the pm,e of labour, bcﬁd;s that of

altering its nominal value. |
It is juﬁ the. fame 1L Frarace and Hol-a .

1and, where wheat is occaﬁenally at five

4imes its common price; a much greater

© difference than can ever happenin this-
kingdom, and falls' much heavier on the

poor 1abomcr than all our taxzes pui. to-

gethers -If, in this . mﬁance, thc pm\.e S

of labour kept pace with the prlce of

pmv;ﬁoms it would deftroy the trade __

at once. Holland and I*rance, as well
‘a8 Englmd would foon be underfold 1

foreign :marl{etts, ‘but no fuch thmg '

Jhappens ; labourmg more and better,
but not dearer, is the confequence of

dear prowﬁons.

'The operations of Nature will ever
he uniform, where they are not vlolently '

@ppofed A 1ovf; of eafe and mdolence,

18'
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~is not. pecuhar to any particular country,

The French and the Dutch manufac-«
turing poor, doubtlefs, once loved cafe,
as much: as the Englith ; but neceflity

- firfl conquered it, and hablt has made
labour ‘agreeable - and entertammg to

‘them. = A Dutch manufa@urer pays a

- much greater part of his income in taxes
than. an Englith one; and from hence,
the frugality and induftry Of their poor .
- is much greater than ours. However,
I muft here | obfelve, that the laws of
“the Dutch relative to the poor, are very
good; W1fely calculated, and duely en- .
forced : they have operated {o as to pro~ o

duce habits of induftry among. theic

- poor. . Would to God that we had fuch
. laws, and that they were to operate m',. -

the fame manner !

- As to the ingenuity and aéthty of
our laboulmg people, I fhould not per-
“haps do them juftice, if I did not fay,

th ey were more than equal to any pcoplc |

x SRR Lk
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Cin Europc Could we by any means_ ._

root out their habitual idlenefs, -.and B

| _'plant in its, room the feeds of habxtual |
indu{’cry, frugahtv and conftant Iabour,

we fhould have no rwals in trade the -
Wholc world Would ﬁnd it “their intereft
to deal with us, and a. tributary bal--

Jance, if 1 may ufe the expre’ﬁon, would
be pa1d us from almott all the nations of

of the earth And this would bslan

'mﬁmtply more advantageous inbutc,_

than if it arofe from conqucft “The na-'_ |

‘tums who_ find it their mtere& to pay

us an ‘annual ballance of tmdc will hve_

upon good terms with us; morc ﬁfpﬂ-— |
- clally thofe who are in a ftate of | £imi-

“lation and war, totally difregarding Mg

-nufa&ures among themfelves. They
 are glad to receive our manu{'ﬂ&ures,

which they want, and will encourage a
trade very advantageous to thofe who

~ deal with them. Thisis the cafe w;th
.' %h@ mbes of Indlans both in Africa and

- America.
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~ Ametica. - The tubute of commerce ig -
~ nota yoke Wthh they are contmually_

- “labouring to thake off, as is the cafe of
conquered provinces. . |

~After the Romans had conquered the

_greate{’c part of the known world, their -

immenfe tributes were the fole objet of
the Roman people; and. having never

’ 'cultwated manufatures and commerce.

to any confiderable degree, the people,
of courfe, had no employment, and,
therefme funk into eﬁemmacy, debau-
chery, and rum, from which an ex-

-tended commerce mwht have preferved.

them . e : .
1 hope the reader w1ll excufe my de-

- viating fometimes from the thread of
my fubjec: I have done it here, in or-
- der to point out the fupeucu advantages
of trade and commerce, and to verify -
| thxs ‘maxim, viz. that any given fum

- received by a ftate as a ballance of trade,
18 bettel, and really enriches it ‘more,
than twice that fum, reccived as a tri=
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bute from conque{’c and this, = alfo, |
ferves - to illuftrate my firft general pro= -
_pofition, V.IZ'_- ¢« that the riches of a
¢ ftate confift in the number of its la-
#¢ bouring people, provzded they are -
“ properly einployed.” .

A ftate may have a great quantlty of -
money in it without being powerful.
Spain is an- mﬁance of thlS, for, no
fooner--had, ‘CoLUMBUS brought valt -
-quantities- of gold and filver into Spain,

~but manufactures and agriculture were

negle&'ed and the ftate became weaker,
and of lefs confequence than before
thefe acquifitions. But, if a flate grOWS
rich by ferelgn commerce, if her ma-~
nufa&ures meet with ready fale abroad,

~ employment is created - for her . p_oo_r,
-and her fhipping, great quantities of
-money are brought into the ftate, and

it grows rich in every fenfe of the word.

- Rich 'in-money, in peoPIe, and, above. o
-al], in a pow erful navy. : '

F My
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My fecond general propofition wag,
‘that nothmg but neceflity could enforee

labour ; thiS, Ihopc I have alfo fully

" proved from reafon and expeuence.
My next bufinefs is to enquire what -

it is that enables the French to under-

&1l us in foreign markets. And wé_ find
almoft 'all'writcr_s agree in this point,

viz¢ that the principal reafon why the

‘French are ablu to underfell us in fo- '-

reign markets ‘is, -that labour is much

. ‘cheapér in France than in England.
Indeed, when we confider how much
labour enters into the value of a com-
“modity, that it frequently advances it
“from five to fifty times the firft coft of
‘the raw materials; we muft readily own,
‘that a*{mall advance in the price of la-
bour is of great conféquence in the trade
~of aftate. In fome branches, labour

- advances the commodity to one thou-

ﬂmd times the coft of the orlgmal ma-

erial; for inflance, the manufactures

of
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of flax into finelace; nay, Mr. PostrLE~

- TEWAYTE tells us, ¢ that the fteel

« (pring which regulates a good watch
¢ may fell at a price which makes the
s pmportion: of the value of the fteel to

s¢ the workmanﬂnp as 1 to 1,000,000.

But, calculations of this fort are thc'

lefs ufeful, as every one who knows

any thing of manufactures, will imme-
diately perceive that the price of labour

~ greatly affe@s the price of 2 commodity,

and that the high price of labour ‘in

England has been the principal caufe

of the decline of our trade to Turky,

Spain, and Italy, in which ftates we
have been undetfold by the French.

Indeed, - the French have fome other
advantages over us, which I fhall {peak.

~of in their order; and, by thewing what

they have done to encourage forcxgn

commerce, fhall, at the fame time, {hew
‘what we have negle&ed; but ftill, the
difference in the puce of labour is the.

Fa prine
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plmmpal caufe, and thlS, I am Weﬂ
afTured by good _]udges;,. amounts, in
in ‘many branches of “their manufacs
turies, to above fifteen: per cent. in the

value of the ‘commodity; and  from.

fifty to eighty per cent. in the price of
labour. If this be true, and I have ne
peafon to doubt it, we need not {earch:
-for any other caufe of the decline of our
trade with thofe ftates where the French
-are our _poten_t rivals. If, in the article

of labour, they can fave fifteen per
~cent. on the value of the commodity,.
- this will help to account for their being,

able to purchafe our wool at a very dear

1ate, and j?et_fell their cloths, at a fo-

reign market, cheaper than we can ours;.
but more of this, when I come to con-
fider how thefe evils are, in fome mea-
fure, to be rémédicd.- For without this,,
‘and, unlefs fome remedy be applied to
this greateft of all evils, notwithftand-
mg our prefent appearance of riches and

O'randeur,
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Ig@'andéur, we muft very foon become

a weak and defpicable people, without
¢rade, and, of courfc, withont a navy

) to defend us.

But, here it may be proycr to @bferve,

‘that as a reformation in the condu& of
our manufacturipg people is of the ut-

moft confequence to the well-being of
the flate, {o it is extremely diflicult to

~ be brought about, and requires the ut-
_moﬂ:'attention and {kill of the pcliti-

cian., A good police muft be eftablithed, .
a good fet of laws, relative to the em-
ployment of the poor, muft be framed,

‘and their execution. be properly en-
forced, {o that conftant labour may grow

into habit, and become as agreeable to
our manufa&uring people as it is to the
French and. Dutch in fhort, the cure

will not be pf:r fefr, til our manufac-

.__tuu_n.g poor. are contented to labour_ fix X
days for the fame {um which they now
ﬁg@n in four days for, this feems ne-

B3 cefiy
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ceflary to bring us upon a par with
France. An author, who ftiles himfelf

2 Northamptonthire manfacurer, and

whom I may again have occafion te

mention, tells us, that ¢ labour is ene
¢« third cheaper in France than in En-

o gland for their poor work hard and

¢ fare hard, as to their food and cloath-
“ ing: their chief diet is bread, fruit,
¢ herbs, roots, and dried fith; for they

“ very feldom eat fleth;  and when

“ wheat is dca_r, they. cat very little
‘“ bread.” To which may be added,

that their drink is either water or other |
fmall liquors, fo that they fpend very

little money, whilft many of oar manu-
facturing poor fpend half of what thcy'

earn, in ftrong beer and fpiritious H

quors.

- Asl obfervcd above, thefe things are

~ very difficult” to be brought about; but
they are not impracticable, fince they

have b‘ccn"eﬁ'cé’c:d _bdth in France and

R T .I -'
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~ in Hoellapd : and what can be more

worthy the attention of the legiflature,
than the framing of laws which would
tend to make feveral millions of poor

labouring . people fober, ~induftrious,
| ffugal, temperate, virtuous, and-happy,

and the ftate, in confequence of. this,

“ the richeft and moft powerful in the

world ? :
A wife and good governrncnt will aI—-
ways remember, that the, fetting of

~bounds to idlenefs and. debauchery, and

prevcntmg the encroachments of vice,
among three or four millions of our

poor at home, is 2 more noble and ufe-
ful employment than the fettling of the

baundanes of our conque{’cs abroad, and

preventing the.encroachments of foreign
" enemies. Could we but conquer the

luxury, the idlenefs, __nd debauchery

of our manufaturing populace, we.

‘fhould foon make it the intereft of every

palt of the world to trade with us for
F 4. . our

PR g e
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. our manmar"cu €8 3 and: tbereby contu-a

bute to our riches, our. ftrength, -and
our glory ;. which proceeding from this

. ‘commercial fource, muft be ever en-

creafing, and Would be pleferablf: ta

' the moft extended conqueit.

~But, here let ys again obfervc, that a

mm;f‘tcr who Would heartily engage in
~this arduous undertakmg, thould be to- -
tally unembarraffed by oppofition. = His
‘mind thould be fufficiently at eafe for
him to wei igh, and confider the advan-

tages, of every kind, Lwhlch one tradmg

{tate has over another, ‘fo that his com-
| '-mcrcnl knowledge may be applied to

the fervmc—: of his own country For

inftance, when the price of labour be-
tween cu_ﬁemnt ftates is the fub_ye*"c of

enquiry, the terms made ufe of are, in

~ general, vague and undetermined. The

neceﬁarxes of a famlly are vagues;: what

may be neceﬂary in one, may not be
'ncccf’ary in anolher. ""hg; term family

18
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is wvague; it may mean four, fix, or
“ten perfons. A day’s labour is vague;
‘it may be long or fhort. “The different

value of mone}, in different flates, is

‘another thing very neceflary to be well
underftood.  In one country, an ouncg.
of filver will purchafe a fack of wheat
and twenty days labour; in another, but
-a bufhel of wheat and five days labour.

What a pei‘plexitir muft arife from 2
confdcmuon of all thele things? Yet

' thefe, and many more, are neceflary to

be confidered: but, to confider them
effeCtually; a minifter muft be intelli-

gent, unprejudiced, and an ‘unbiaffed

fearcher after truth., He muft alfo have
made trade and commerce his ftudy,
-which very few great men have done.

France has had her COLBERT,. and En-» |
- gland her HALLIFAX. L
But a minifter, thus nobly employed.

in giving honour, ftrength, riches, and

Pelmmcnce to the ftate, fhould th

2z _.;HG(

e ey o METn e mir v o o .
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‘po other difficulties to ftruggle with ;.

“nor fhould he ever be called off from
this momentous bufinels by the viclence

of oppofitign : for it cannot be expca?cecl |

but that every thing elfe muft, in fome
mea{ure, give place to his own fecurity.
From hence “we may account for the

fimilarity of meafures which minifters

- purfue in this kingdom ; for no fooner
_hévc thofe in the oppofition carried their
point, and are fixed at the helm, but
they have the fame kind of florm to
fruggle with, the fame courfe to fteer,
and their principal attention is, ndtu-
rally, fixed on the prefervation of their

ewn power. The pilot, over whom
the waves are perpetually ‘breaking, and -
whofe whole fkill is exerted to thun the

-vocks, can never be expc&ed to think
much gbout the damage of the carga.
But, from hence, I would not be un-
derftood to mean that all minifters are
altke: caﬂable of managing the 1mPor¢.

3 S tant'

- falutary meafure will be oppofed, and
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 tant concerns of this kingdom 1" one
“may be wifer, more virtuous, and more
patriotic than. another: 1 would only
infer, that a violent oppofition will

make them all think of their own fe-
curity, and, in fome meafure, take off

their attention from the bufinefs of the
ftate. -But farther, a violent oppofition
- will fometimes incline a minifter to
~countenance meafures which, however -
juft, he would othcrw1fc have withed 10
_avoid, - - |
“The principal grievance at prci'ent

r:o_mplamed of, and which, like Mofes’s

rod, feems to have eaten up all the reft,
may probably be of this fort; and per-
~haps would never have exifted, bug

from the apparcntly determined oppofi-
tion to every meafure of the. mlmﬁry.

But, it thould not be fuppofed that every
meafure of a miniftry is- wrong, becaufe

it meets with oppofition; for the moft

the
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the ableft heads are then employed |

clther to mifreprefent the meafure itfelf,
"ot the motive for a_d_optmg its or elfe,
- the keeneft and moft virulent pens are
 {fet at work - to attack their private cha-—

raé’cers, of, by any other means, to ren~ .

der them obnoxious to the cenfure. of
the poPulace This is conﬁantly done
in oppoﬁtlon t6 the befl meafures of the

miniftry, by thofe who want to fll

their places; but, if any meafufcs are

-pmfued, in Confequence of a viclent
',;oppoﬁtlon, which can be firained, by

- the moft confummate art, to appear
like an attack upon -pn_blic liberty, and
- that fuits popular clamour, then it is

held up to-public view, the fevereft ani-

madverfions are made upon it, and the

© miniftry are to be hunted down by the

‘anob . - :
Oppoﬁuon to thofe in power Wlu'

'ﬂwayf-‘ take place in thl‘i kmgdom, from
:the great numbnr of nczblhty and others,
) 5 ;. _ .o -. 'I '\VhQ
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who think themf{elves qualzﬁed for, and

' cqually @nutled to fill the high oﬁices-

of government; and, whenever the com-
mon people ¢an be brought to join in
fuch oppofition, they will grow very
noify, and fometimes very dangerous to
liberty; while thofe who are concealed,
fecretly inflame the minds of the mul- -

titude, and fit fmiling at the frorm they
have raifed. ~ Surely, it will not be {fup~
pofed that even the moft refpectable

names in the Society for the fupport of

" the Bill of Rights, are at the head of
the prefent oppoﬁtlon ; but rather, that

they are led on by thofe who hope to

A1l the higheft offices in the ftate. The
nobility and great men of the kmgdom,

who keep this popular machine in niow
tion, regard, principally, the romantic
zeal of thofe they employ, without con-
fidering any other qualification. A with
their motives may be to- ﬁlpport the

caufe of real liberty, and to-preferve,

unalterable,



7% THOUGHTS ON

“unalterable, “our prefent happy - con
Ritution. -

The French laugh at our enthuﬁaﬁtc |

‘ideas of liberty, and_ do all in their
power to en'coura‘ge our quarrels about it,
Fhey rejoice in our unhappy divifions,
and will not fail, in due t1me, to-take
-advantage of our weaknefs,  Whereas,
‘they. would tremble to fee our . great
-wen united, and ferioufly, and in good

‘earneft fetting about the redrefs of the

' grxevance I have been complammg of;

for this, by 1ncreaﬁng our trade and lef- |

fening theirs, would fecure to us a power

- £00 great for them to. hope ever to over-

come: The extenfion of our commercc,
and ‘the employment of our poor and
~our fhipping, is, furely, the moft im-
- portant bufinefs of the ftatefman in this
kingdom; compared- with which, the
- foundation of the prefent 0ppoﬁt10n ap-a
-pears to be of little or no account.
- Yam forry if T am too warm, bat, I
' ' | own,

e s 22 n i e e e o e e
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swn, my ihdignation rifes at a2 fet of
men, who, though we may, perhaps,

be at the eve of a terrible war, would
wifh to have the parhamcnt diffolved,

the miniftry changed, and every -de-
partment of government thrown into

confufion.

A neble lord, once reoardpd as thc
paladium of Britith liberty, lately as

‘the idol of the mob, and now fcarce
regarded at all, {olemnly aﬁ"erted fome |
few weeks paft, that 2 war was inevit-
able; nay, that hoftilities had actually -

begun in a certain quarter of the world.
From what motive this was aflerted, I
confefs, the line of my underftanding
wﬂl not fathom. ‘However, his boafted
_mtci.hgcnce_ has failed him, and it has
proved to be a falfe alarm: but, let us
for a momeat {uppefe it to be true, or
_even that he believed it to be true; by

 what name fhall we call a man, who,

at {uch a fealon, would wifh to have

the
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_the pafha,ment d1ﬁ"olved and the natiom
* thrown'iato a moft. violent ferment oy'
_the contefts whiech would arife in the
choice of ‘another.  Can the begmmng._
- of a war be a proper feafon to diffolve
the pqunment? I think I may add, can
‘a true patriot defire to fee his country

in fo unhappy a fituation ?

. Unanimity was never more neceflary

in this kingdom than at prefent ; inftead

of which, we appearto be in the unhappy.
Atate of a ‘houfe divided againft itfelf.

England cdn never be conquered but by

“herfelf; and the fons of liberty, by their

'unhappy divifions, {feem now in a way

to give thc Jaft {+ab to their unhappy
~ country, |

And yet, 1 would wﬂlmcrly mdulge

| fh;: pleafing hope, that our prefent un-
 happy differences will foon be healed,

and that a {pirit of unity, candor, and

~ true patriotifm, will prevail throughout

the le'lﬁdom, that the e*{tenﬁon of our
trade
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trade and commerce will appear to be
the principal concern of all parties, and

‘that a fet of men, every way quahﬁed
for it, will Al the various departments '

of government. . -

- I pretend not to any gleat knowledgc |

in politics, far ther than as commerce is a
material branch of . them: by carrying
on 2 manufalory at fome diftance from
the. capital, I have. gained fome expe-
rience 1in the dlfpoﬁtmn and conduct of

- our manunfacturing populace 3 and, one

prmmpal mtentron of thlS WOII{ is, to
fhew, in the ﬂronge{’c point of hght

that fuch difpofitions for idlenefs and.
- debauchery, make labour much dearer
in Eng%énd, than in France or Holland,

and are the moft effential caufes of the

Iofs of. our, foreign trade to Turky; |
Italy, and Spain. Other caufcs have.
~been affigned for the difference of the

price of labour between us and them;

ihc principal of which is, the weight
| -
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of our national debt, and the accumiis
lation of taxes on that account; but, I
h'o'pe, I have thewn, in the courfe of

this work; that our taxes operate very

little towards raifing the price of labour

in this kingdom; and, howmuchfoever

fome people may clamour about the
taxes on ncceflaries, experience proves,

- that an high price of labour, or a Iow
price of neceflaries, which amounts'to
‘the faime, (for, whenever a man can

purchafe all his neceflaries with a little
labour; or, by labouring but part of
his time, which is the cafe in this
ki.ngdam, then labour may, with great
propricty; be faid to be dear.) I fay,
experience proves, that whenever this
is the cafe, idlenefs and debauchery will

be the confequence nay, it is fo natu-

ral a confeqmme, that I belicve, aflate

cannot be named, in which fober in-

duf'try hath prevailed, whilft ’fhe ne-

ccﬂﬁucs c::f hf'c coqu be PIOCLIlCd ‘with

{ittle
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little Iabour; it amounts, almof’t, to a
moral contradi®ion.

To confirm what I havc heze ad-
vanced, I fhall produce the authorities
of men, who have made thefe things

-their ftudy, and the experience of f’cales.

Sir WiLrram TeMPLE, in his dif-
courfe to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire-
land, fays, ¢ In order to advance the
“ trade of Ireland, provifions muft be
“ rendered {o dear, as to enforce general
* induftry.,”  Sir WiLctiam Perry,

Sir Josiam Currp, Mr. POLI‘{FEN

Mr. Geg, and others, have all CONCUr~

“red in the f{ame obfervation ; viz. that

trade can never be greatly extended,
where the neceffaries of life are very
cheap. A _]udlcmus author, to whom
I am much obliged for many ufcful

hints, fays, in his Vindication of Com-

merce and the Arts, page 69, ¢ The
¢¢ reafon why commerce feldom fou- |
 rithes in a .fertile':c‘;ountry, thin}y -

G 2 - ¢¢ peopled, -
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'gc peopled, is, becaufe land beirdg there

« of fmall value, from the {carcity of

¢¢. inhabitants,” provifions are cheap and

<« plentiful, andlabourdear.” Tothislet
us .add, that all the ftates in the world,

whichhave made any confiderable figure

in trade; havebeen fuch as have poflefled
little land,. and where the neceffaries of

life haye been dear, from the multitude

of peoplc and fmallnefs of territory ;
fuchas Tyre, Sydon, Carthage, Athens,
Rhodes; Syratufe, Agrigentum, Venice,
Holland,

T owns.
‘Some have thought that it is on ‘ac-

count of the dearnefs of provifions that
men quit their own country, and go to

~others where they can live cheaper ;
but this is not true; men very feldom

cinigrate but from pelfccuuon. or want
of e_mployment, take the words of the
judicious author quoted - juft above;

“ Comn meree, fuprorted by an equi-

¢« table

England, and the Hans

v
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- Af table government, an equal taxation,

¢ a general toleration in religion, and

“ a Full fecurity” of perfon and property;

¢ thefe allure people, and naturaliza-

‘¢ tion, with open arms, reccives them.

* When a ftate prefents t}‘efe bleﬁings,'

“ the 1nduﬁr10us, the mdlgent the
s¢ dlﬁleﬁed and petfecuted fly to her
¢ for relief, They do not afk whether

¢ laughing Ceres ‘pours her bounties

“ gver the fertile plains, or Flora
¢ decks the enamelled meads ; but
¢ whether they can be affured of the
“ enjoyments of the advantages {peci-
¢ fied above; if {o, thither people will
“¢ flock E and foon convert the ftanding
¢ pool and lake into fat meadows, co-
““ ver the barren rock with verdure,
 and mdke the defart {mile with
“ flowers.” _
Surely, pCrfons would never go to
Holland in fearch of cheap provifions,

for it 1s well known they are very dear

G 3 _ there;
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there; yet, Holland, as-hath been faid
above, is the moft populous ftate in Eu-
rope, in pxoportlon to 1ts extent of tere
ritory ; but, this proceeds, principally,
from the goodnefs of the Dutch laws,
and the great encouragement they give

forei gners to come and live among them;
nay, they even admit them into their

corporations and trading companies.
Thie, joined to the freedom of their

ports, 1s giving trade and commerce

every chance for improvement and ex-
tenfion that it can have, and tends to

lower the price of labour in their ma-

| nufa&urles Indeed, through all the
“meafures of the Dutch government,
| they never lofe ﬁgnt of their commerce,

- nor will they cver be taken off from

this, their grand concern, by any party
. dlﬂ?:rences whatever. Were we but as
attentive to trade as the Dutch, could

we but _iﬁtroduce a Ipirit of induftry

among our manufaCturing people, .and

be
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be unanimous in promoting the real
interelt of the ftate, we fhould foon re-
cover every b1anch of trade we have loft.

- What a variety of bleﬁngs follow in
'thy train, O Induﬁry’ By thee our poor
would be made happy, our riches would
increafe, more employment would be
created for our thipping, our naval
power would be extended, and our
riches and power would fecule to us
the quiet poﬂ'cﬂich of our properties,
by enabling us to repel *_;h.e united ef~
forts of our éncroachi_ng g:n_einies._ By

‘thy aulpicious influence ! we fhould be

able to carry on a glorious war, or to
make a fafe and honourable peace.

| By this time, I hope,' enough hath
been faid to thew the principal caufe of

Ihc declme of our trade to Turky, Ita]y, o

and Spain, and that the French, princi-

'pally from the fobnety, induftry, and

parfimony of their labouri ing poor, have
been able to underfell us at thefe MAr-
ketso
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Their great minifter, CoLBERT, was

tluly' fenfible that an extended ¢om~
merce was the firft ftep to greatnefs,
and the fureft foundation of univerfal
e_mpire, and, God only knows to what

heighth their trade and their power
would have: been carried, in the reign’

- of Lewis the Fourteenth, if the revo-

~ cation of the edi& of Nantz, a meafure

fatal tQ France, had not fent her manu-
fa&turing hands into England and Hol~

Tand; and'théreby beftowed on her ti-

vals a great pa1t of he1 {’crength and ree
{ources. ' :

But although thxs was a terrible ftroke
to their trade, it-did not ruin it; nor,
indeed, were the advantages arifing from
this perfecutmn made the moft of by

the Englith and the Dutch.
| ~ The foundation of their - extenfive
trade was laid by this great commercial

minifter, purfued upon his plan; and,

‘the trade of France Is now again in
Wi
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way to rife upon the ruins of the En-

glith commerce, unlefs our legiflature
heartily: and ‘unanimoufly engage in

framing laws, and enforcing their exe-

cution; fuch as will- tend to Introduce

{obriety, induﬁ:ry, and conftant employ-
ment among our manufa&urmg popu--

face.
The d1fﬁcu’1ty of mftkmg laws to an-

{fwer thefe important purpofes is, ceiv_
~ tainly vei'y great; 'many' alts of .pa-rliav‘
ment have been made, in various reigns,
to enforce létboul',_ and 1'egulaté its price. '
‘The heads of fome of them I will jcopy

here, to fave my-reader trouble, if he
thould be defirous of confulting them.
 One of them fays, Itisenacted, That
any perfons who have no lands of their
own, or who are not of {fome trade or

“myftery to get a livelihood, the church-_-

wardens and overfeers may fet to work;
and if they refufe, one juftice may fend
them to the houfe of correction, and fo
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he may thofe who refufe to ka for.
reafonable wages. :
Pesfons brouoht up in huﬂ;andiy, or.
any of .the arts, and not able to get a
livelihood, if under thirty years of « age,
and having no vifible means of maintain-
ing themfelves but by lubour, may be
warned, by two juftices, to gét a fer-
vice, by a certain day ; and if they ne-

glect, or refufe to be hired for a year,

they may be fent to the houfe of cor-
rection, 6 Eliz. c. 4. S

One juftice may put in the ftocks,"

for two days and one night, fuch as he,

“in his difcretion, {hall think fit to _work;
and command {o to do, in time of har-'—_

veft, 3 Eliz. ¢ 4.
By an a&t of 5 Eliz. ¢. 4, The wages

of artificers, labourers, and others, fhall

_Iyefuly be affefled by the theriff of i.hc

county. And the juftices of the pcace,

or the greateft part of them, refidentin

the county, have the {ame power, by

{tatute
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Jac. 1, c. 6, in their- feﬁions, eveiy

Eafter, or within fix weeks after.

This affefiment, by ftat. Eliz, muft
be certified under their hands and feals
to the chancellor; Who, thereupon,
{fends a proclamation to the fheriff, or

chief officer, to be inrolled ; but, in cafe -
_no alteration be made in the rate of

wages, ‘no fuch proclamation is made.
By ftat. 4 Eliz. c. 4, it is fixed how
lohg-labourci's_ fhall contine at work,
viz. If they work by the day, or by the
week, they muft continue working from
fix in the morning till after feven at
night, from the middle of March to
the middle of September; and all the

reft of the year from twilight to twi~

light; and, for the abfence of every

‘hour, more. than thofe allowed for

meals, &c. the maler may ﬁ:oo one

- penny out of the'wages.

By ftat. 1 Anne, the wages, demands,

frauds, and deceits of labourers in wool~_

3 | ’ len,

o

L mmr imem

I
)
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len, &e. are-.to,b';: determined by any
two juftices of the peace, when the con-
troverfy doth arife, who may examine
witnefles upon oath. But, there lies

an appeal from the order of the twa

juflices to the next quarter-feflions.
Perfons giving greater wages than are

] hereby fixed, are liable to forfeit [,

and may be committed for ten days
without bail,

Thefle are the hequ af a few of the

Taws of England relative to labour. But

laws of this fort appear not to be fo well

~calculated for our excellent form of go-

vernment as for one more defpotic. The

lower fort of people in England, from

a romantic notion of liberty, generally

- reject and oppofe every thing that is

forced upon them; and though, from a

fear of punifhment, you may oblige
- perfons to labour certain hours for cers

tain wages, you cannot oblige them to
do their work properly. If they work
B | - againft
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‘againft their wills, they will flight their.
“work, and our foreign trade may be hurt
"more that way than any other; for when
once a trade is loft, through the imper~

fection of our manufactures, it is hardly
ever recovered: the French are very

careful in this particular,. as I fhall have

eccafion to thew by and by.
Although neceflity muft be the baﬁs

of any . {cheme to enforce general m-‘

duflry, yet, it appears from the notions

and difpofitions of 'a Britith popula_(,e,' '

that it thould not come fo fully and o
dire@ly to the point, as it does in fuch

a&s of parliam.cnt; for the execution of

fach laws, have, almoft always, pro-
duced illegal combinations, riot, and
confufion. If poffible, the effe@s of
fuch Jlaws fhould be produced, almoft
infenfibly, and without the appearance

of -force; for force will hardly ever -
anfwer the end propofcd in th;s land

of llberty
- We
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We find that the manufa@curmg%
people readily fubmit to the neceflity

‘of labouring more for a maintenance,

when, from a bad harveft, wheat is
very dear.  Something in this way,

fhould a fcheme operate upon them, or
it will fail of its defired end. Taxes
on the neceffaries of the poor, operate
fomething in this way, and are great
incitements to labour and induftry.
Indeed, whatever fuperficial enquirers
may _feiy, or howmuchfoever they may
cavil about the effe@ of taxes on the

~price of labour in manufaGturies; expe-
rience teaches us, that the Price of la-

bour is no way affecred by it, but the
Quantity only; nay, we are certain that
the neceflaries of the manufauring po-
pulace are not yet {o dear as to enforce
the moderate labour of fix days in a
week, as is the cafe in Holland and

¥France. But writers, in the oppofition,
inform the manufa&mmg poor that

pr0v1ﬁ011s
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provifions are very dear, and that they
are obliged to conftant labour, ¢ which
e is -a kind of flavery, and all this

“ through the bad condu@ of the mi-

¢ pifters, and that they are cruthed be-
« neath the weight of taxes, occafioned
¢ by an enormous flate debt; otherwife
< they might eat good roaft beef, drink

« ftrong beer, and kee_p.- lmhday_when :

¢ they pleafed.” * Were fuch pecﬁple

filent, though the taxes on the necef-

faries of the poor were double to what
they are now, which is the cafer.in
Holland, they would perceive a general
dearnefs of many of their neceffaries,
without complaining, or being riotous;

for the operation would aff'eél them in
the fame manner, as an advance of

wheat m a bad harvefl.
But, as I am combating gcnerally re-
ceived opinions, and fhall be thought,

‘by many, to be very paradoxical, I dwell

% POSTLETHWAYTE:
the
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the longer on this fubject; and; being
~willing to fearch it to the bottom; I will
now attempt to prove, that if our taxes
were doubled on the necefiaries of life,
_th.e_manufa&uring poor would have the

leaft reafon of any to complain. 'The
welght of taxes and of dear provifions

falls heavieft on the pOOlCl fort of
“houfekeepers, who carry on little trades,
and on hufbandmen, who but juft live

decent when provifions are at the
cheapeft rates, by their utmoft induftry

and application; their powers are al-
ways upon the ftretch, they cannot live

cheaper than they do, nor work harder, .

- But, this is far from being the cafe
with the manufa@urer, as,” I hope,"I
. fhall make appear ; and, ‘in-order to do
| {0, let us, for calculation’s fake; put
all- the neceflaries of the poor under

one deromination ; for inflance, call °

them all wheat, and fuppofe that 2 mas

_ l‘-Uf“t&m‘er, in order to fuPpmt himielf,
' ' muit
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fift earn a buthel of wheat in‘a weels;
that the bufhel of wheat thall coft five
thillings, and that he earns a thilling a

‘day by his labour; he then would be
-obliged to work five days only in a-
‘week:  If the buthel of wheat thould

“coft’ but four ﬂnllmgs, he would be

obliged to work but four days ; but, as

'wages' in this kingdom are much higher,

in proportion to the price of neceflaries,

‘than ‘is here fuppofed; the manufac~
turer, who labours foui’da’Ys; has a fur-
-plus of money to live idle with thé refk
of the week. Now, let us fuppofe,

that from a very bad harveft, wheat
fhould rife to feven fhillings a bufhel ;

“the only evil the manufacturer has to
: complaln of, is, that he is Obhged to
‘work a day and a half, or two days,
-more in a week, and to be frugal and
{ober; like the Dutch manufa&urer, or
the Englith hufbandman.

- This evidently {hcws, that w ages, in
o our
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our manufaturies, -are tod high in this
- kingdom; that nothing but neceflity will

enforce labour, and produce habitual

indaitry among our - maﬁufa&urmg pﬂ-
pulace.

If the price of Iabour was to be ﬁxed
by law, . doubtlefs, the relation berwixt
-the price of labour and the price of pio-
vifions muft be the bafis of fuch law;
and yet, it would be extremely dzf_hcult_

to determine what price labour muit be

aty in relation to any given price of pro-
viflons, in order to pro'curé a comfort-
able {upport for the poor, as it would
‘depend upon a variety of circumflances.
Anindufirious man, with a family,
would live Comfortably by the moderate
labour of fix days in the week, though

neceflaries were taxed double to what

they are now; this is the cafe in Hol-

Jand. An idle and debaucked man

would be conflantly poor, though fingle,
sotwithftanding all the taxes were abom

lithed,

‘noble and interefting purfuits.
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lithed, and neceffarics at half their pre~

fent price. This has bc'c_n_, is now, and,
I fear, ever will be the cafe in England,
unlefs fome method be found out to

enforce labour, and make it, by conftant -

ufe, habitual and entertaining. But
thefe difficulties, inftead of produclng

: defpau' and indolence, fhould ferve to

animatc a Britith leglﬂature in ‘thefe

- And now, as it proceeds from the

Tove of my country, I hope I thall be
- excufed for earncftly recommending the
Atudy of trade and commerce to our no~

bility and gentry; more efpecially to

the rifing generation, as the well-being

of the ftate, and the value of their lands,

depends on its improvement and exten-

fion; which I fhall give an inftance of

prefently; and, 1 think, I may venture |
to add, that the ftudy of trade and -

commerce, with all their relations and

: depcndencxes, is full as neceflary to the

H 2 R well-
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" being of the ftate, as the knowlcdge_c}f

.the particular prerogatives of any branch
of the legiflature.----- There is more
true glory in improving our manufac-

“tures, extending our trade, and thereby

giving bread to millions, than can be

gained by the meoft extenfive eonquefts.
-If trade is the foundation of our riches
‘and our power, when that is loft, what
fhall we have left worth contending

for ? The lofs of our liberty would ne-

- ceff: arlly folow the lofs of our trade. .

That great patriot, Sir Joun Bar-

'NaRD, ufed fiequently to lament, that
commerce was fo' little underftood by -
‘the generality of the members of either
‘houfe of parliment; and once fpoké to

this effe&, in the houfe of commons.

~¢¢ There cannot,” {aid he, ¢ be brought
¢ before the legiflature of this king-
“ dom, any fubje® more difficult in
¢ itfelf, more entangled with a mul-
i t1p11c1ty of. relations, or perplexed

2 .. ¢ with

¢¢ fometimes, difagree.
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¢ with a greater variety of circum-.
‘< ftances, than that of trade; in which,

¢ the moft fagacious may dcceive them~ =

“ felves, and the moft experienced,
There is no
¢ fubje&t which fo few gentlemen in

¢ our parliament have had ~opportu-
- xe mtles of bemg acquamted W;tb and

“ yet, no fubje& that requires fo much'
< cxpenence before it can be  tho-
< roughly under{’cood ” To which I
fhall venture to add, that the impor-
tance of i it infinjtely outwcw‘hs all thefe

dlﬁicultles with the truc patriot, the

ﬁncele lover of his countly
It 15 a miftake, of infinite confe-
quence, to fuppofe that thezc ever can

be two dlf‘tm& 1ntereﬁs in this I«:mg-

dom; namely, of land and trade; for
they muft go hand in hand, mutually
fupport each othel, and mfe and fa,ll
togethel. o o
That an mcreafe of tmde mucafes
| - H 3 ~ the
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the value of land, I believe, very- fev}

- will deny, but, that it has incteafed fo

much in value within the two Iaft cen-
turies, perhaps; few will believe; and,
therefore, I copy here. a calculation of
Dr. DaveNanT, a perfoh eminent
for his extenfive knowledge in things
of this fort.  He fays, < In" the year

¢ 1600 the whole rental of England

< did not exceed 6, 000,000, and the
“ price of land was twelve years pur-

._“'parchafe ‘In 1688 the rental wag

“ 14,000,000, and the price of land

66 elghteenyeazspurchafe fo thatwithin

¢ this period the land rofe from fe-
““ venty-two to two hundred and fifty-
“ two millions.” And here we may add,
that its prefent value is fuppofed, by

~good judges, to be about feven hun-
~ dred millions. |

Surely, nothing can fhew, in a

,_Pcronger point of v1ew, the vat im-

portance of trade to the landed intereft
of

B T P L N SO DS S S
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of this kingdom, than this great im-
provement in the value of lands. But -
if, from our prefent unhappy divifions,
the legiflature fhould be fo inattentive

‘to the commercial intereft of the king-

dom, as to fuffer the French to gain
our other branches of trade, as they

- have already done thofe of Turky,

Spam, and Ita]y, we Ihould, in a Very'
little time, have the value of lands fink
in the fame proportion, and we fhould

| become a weak and defpicable people

- We are, at prefent, rich, powerful,
rei-_'pe&able;_l and in {uch credit, that fo-
reigners prefer our funds to any other
in Europe; but, fhould our trade, the

fiream from whence thefe national blef~ .

fings flow, be diverted to another chan-
nel, we fhould foon fink into poverty,

' Weaknefs, and difrefpedt.

We have, already, loft many very
valuable ‘branches of trade, without fen-
fibly feehng thofe lofles, fupported by

H 4  the
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the immenfe trade which we havf:' bad

with our American colonies ; but, other

ftates . have,. and France in. particular

-has, mcrcafed in rlches and powez, b}r

our loffes.

But, to return’ more 1mmed1ately to
my fub_}eé’c which was to recommend:

the ﬂudy of commerce to all thofe who
now do, or who probably may, f01m
a part of the Britith legiflature--=
There are {ome commercial maxuns
which are nwarlable, unlefs from a great

change of circumftances: a few of thefe
I fhall here enumerate, as a knowledge -

of them will be a proper foundation for
a more extended knowledge of the par-
ticular interefts of ftates. It is extremely

necefiary for thofe who are employed
in the important, and highly honour~

able offices of ambafladors to commer-
cial ftates, that they thould well under—~
ftand all’ the wvarious movements - of
;hm comphmted machme, trade. It is

' ' cxtremcly
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extremely neceflary, that every. lord of
trade fhould perceive the force of thefe

‘mayxims, and be able to reafon upon,.

and reduce them to political arithmetic.
'Thefe general maxims follow,

1, That the profperity of the landed
intereft of any ftate depends upon fo-
reign commerce.

. 2. 'That the increafe of the riches of '
2 flate, depends upon exportmg more
in value of its native produce and ma-
nufactures, than is imported of manu-
factured commodities from other ftates.

3. That monophes and excluﬁve
charters are very prejudicial to the tr ade
of a ftate, and, thereforc, fhould bc
d1fcou1aged | :

4. That the mcreafe of tradc and na- -
vigation greatly depends upon the _1_11__-.--
creafe of hufbandry and agriculture, |

5. That the profperxty of our trade
depends ver y. much on the encomage-

- ment given to our manufa&ures, an

Iaws made 1elatwe thereto,
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6., That the i'ucccfs of our trads&

greaﬂy depends on the knowlcdg@ our
aebility and gentry have of all its va-

. Tious movements, conne&xons and de-~

pendenc:.es, in 2 national hght as am-=
bafladors and fenaters, and, more par-

ticularly, on the wife regulation of our

board of trade and plantations.

7. That the profperity of our trade
df:pends upon the judicious manner of
lqymg and colle€ing ouyr taxes, and

‘upon the eafe, readmefs» freedom and

@heapnefq of cxporj:a'aon,

8. That the profperity of this nation, -

as well as that of her colonies, depends
very much on theharmony, good under-

| -f’randmg, mutval confidence, and upon

the extenfion of theu Lommcwe with

~‘each othér. -
9. That the profperity, ftrength,
_riches, and even the well-being of this

kingdom, depends on our being able to

fell our natlvc produce and manufac-

- tures
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tu1cs as cheap, and as good if quahty,
in fmelgn markets, as any other com-—

mercnl (tate.

T__he utility of théfe'maxims, {fecrns
to appear upon the very face of them,
fo that they need very little para-

phrafe ; but, as I have undertaken a

work of this fort, I think myfelf obliged,
with all du¢ deference to perfons of fu-

~ perior judgment, to fpeak to each of

thefe maxims: but I purpofe to enlarge
upon the laft, as all the reft will di-
tninith in their ufefulnefs; nay, per=
haps, 'lefe all their force, if this cannot
be carried into pradtice. '

By fpeaking particularly to thefe dif-
ferent maxims, I fhall be able to intro-
duce all that I intend to fay more, on
the important fubjé'& of trade; and, 1
hope, 1 (hall appear to be more metho-"

‘dical in this latter, than in the former

part of the work; in which, I fear,
fometlmes, my zeal, qumcd with the
3 . love
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- love of my'country, has hurried me

from my fubje@; at lea®, from that
method, which I ﬁr{’c mtended to pur-

fue. -

~ Let my motive for wr1t1ng be fome

excufe for acc1dental €rrors, of which

I doubt not but many may be found
in fo complex a fubject. I fhall be
glad, for the fake of my country, to.

have them expofed, and will kifs the
- rod that correts me.

Havmg premlfed thus much I ﬂmall"
now proceed to fpeak to the feveml'

_-trade maxims laid down above ; and,

1ft, That the profperity of the landed

intereft of any ftate, depeads upon fo-

' rmgn commerce.

To this maxim, I think, I need not
add' to what I faid above, where the
~immenfe advance in the value of lﬂnds,
through the increafe of our foreign
trade, is fhewn by calculation; and,
| lxketmfe, that there cannot be’ two di-

' ﬂmé interefts in this kmgdom 5. ViZ, of
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“1and and trade; indeed, they are {0 in-

timately and 1nfeparably conneéted,
that Mr., LockE, and many_othcr_glyeat_
writers, have thought that it would be

~ “as well, or better, for the land to pay
a1l our taxes at once ; as - they all come

there, as to one common center, at laft;

- for, by this means, fay they, an im-

menfe expence of colletting would be

- faved to the ftate; and that it would

likewife, take away the foundatxon of
the great accumulation of taxes, by the

- profit made upon them over and above

the original tax, as hath been done in
glafs, leather, &c. in which articles 2

“profit is made upon the tax laid on by

government of above one hundred per

. ¢ent.

- 2d, That thc mcreafe of the rlches,
of a ftate, depends upon exporting more,
in value, of its native produce and ma-~

: nufa&ures, than. it imports of '‘commo-

dities from other ftates, more efpecially

- of manufactured commodities.
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Very little need be {aid to prove the
truth of this maxim; yet, it will re-
quire the ﬁudy and attention of thofe
who now do, or who_.p_r._obably may,

make a part of the legiflature, in order -

~ to diftinguifh what trades are profitable
to us in this light, and what are other-

wife; however, one very plain rule oc-

“curs, viz.every ftate which pays a bal-
lance in money to another flate, trades

- with that flate to"a difadvantage, and

thould trade in that way as little as pof-
fible, and not at all, if the commodi~

_.tie_s__impo_r'téd from fuch f{tates can be
' had from other ftates, who take our
‘manufadtures in return, unlefs it be for

materials to carry on our manufaétures ;

{uch as filk, cotton, &c. but, above all
others, we thould trade with our own
- colonies - for every thing they can {up-
ply us with, even thongh, till they were
~come to perfection in thele commo-
dities, we fhould pay dearer for them,

O
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or even encourage the growth of them
by bounty; but more of this when I
come to {peak to the eighth maxim.
3y That monopohcs and exclufive
Lharwrs are very prejudicial to the trade
of a frate; and, therefore, fhould be
difcouraged »

In fpcakmg to thxs maxim, I {h-all
partly copy from a very judicious au~
thor, who publithed an- Effay on the
Caufes of the Decline of our Foreign
Trade, ;prin_ted'foxf Brotherton in 1750,
whofe: fentiments on this head corre-
{pond exa&]y with my own; though we

~differ totally 111 OUr opmmns relatwc 10

the effe@s which taxes have on the pmcc
of labour. |
In fpeaking of monoplies, th1s fenf
nble writer obferves, ‘¢ that the Turky,
<¢ Eaft-India, and South Sea Compa-a
¢ nies, with every other that has an
¢ exclufive charter, prevent the in-
¢ creafing the fale of our manufa&urcq
¢ gbroad, |
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< ¢ The Turky ‘company, whofe trade
is almoft dwindled away, can pre«
‘¢ vent difpatching their fhips for one
€€ year, if they pleafe, to raife the price
¢ of filk at home for their own advan-

-4

T

. ¢ tage, though the nation thereby lofes

"¢ gne year’s vent, and confumption of
- -¢¢_its woollen goods in Turky ; which,
< it is faid, hath happened formerly
¢ and, if an iniquitous rife is given to

‘¢ filk here, we cannot manufalture it
-« with fuch advantage as our neigh--

- #¢ bours. The reader will be pleafed to

-« confider the fine fituation our poor
¢¢ employed in the woollen and filk.

—¢¢ manufa&ures muf’c bc in at {fuch a
A tlme.

It has, mdeed happened that the
“company’s {hxps for Turky have been '

detained for more than a year, and even

till there was hardly an Enghfh cloth

| Ieft at Aleppo; and, though complaints

were made of this to the parhament '
' ~and -
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and the--parliamcﬁt_'rcmonf’c'rated W;i_th '
.the company upon it, they fill delayed

taking up their thips for feveral months
longer, even though one of their own -
body had, if I remember right, fifty
thoufand pounds worth of cloth by him,
ready to thip for that trade. This. is

~ one of 'the'cvils:'attending monoplies.

- But, to return to -our author, who

~ goes on thus :---<¢ It is not the intereft

« of the Eaft-India company to en-
¢ creafe the quantity of woollens they
““ ‘export; but rather to contract them
¢ (which, I fuppofe, was the reafon for
< obliging them, by their charter, to

¢ export woollens to a certain value)

‘s for, at all markets, where there are’

“.any demands for goods, the {mall-

“ nefs of the quantities, ' naturally, en-
¢ hance the price; and, if the com-

4 _'pany can gain as much on the {ale of

¢ five thoufand cloths, as on the’ fale
s of ten thoufand, is it not their in-
i ¢ terefl

iy
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¢ tereft to prefer the lefler quantity,
¢ on account of the lefs difburfement
¢ and rifk ? Though it is plain that

¢ the nation would lofe the fale of one
< half of the manufactures capabh_:of

¢¢ being vended ; whereas private trad-
¢ ers, pufhing againft one another,
« ftudy to increafe the vent of their
¢ goods, by felling at moderate profits,
¢ making thequantitiesanfwer to them-
¢ {elves and their country.”

" This argument muft be equally con-

clufive againft all monoplies, and ap-
" pears to be an unanfwerable objetion

to them, after-a trade is once eftab-
lithed, and the original undertakers are
amply paid for their expences and their

¢ifk. Tt has been a cuftom, in all ages,

and with all commc:cml nations, to
eftablith companies of merchants, and
to grant them certain = privileges, as

an encouragement to - their eftablifhing

trades -with diftant nations, which are
| with

P

..“

. 5¢
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.attended with great expence, rifk, and

uncertain profit. I
Thus the Englith, in the reign of
Queen ErizaseTn, in imitation of

-the Dutch, by combining the firength

of the nation, renewed the example of
merchant conquerors, ' afforded us by
the Carthagenians; and thus far it ap-
pears to be the intereft of the nation
to grant exclufive charters; but, as {foon
as ever they come to be a difadvantage

‘to the ftate, by leflening the vent for
her manufaures, on account of the

great profits they are tempted to take,
having no competitors, then the trade
fhould be immediately laid open.

~ This author further, fays, ¢ The

4¢Jarge charges the Eafi-India and
¢ South-Sea  companies are forced to

“ be at for the falaries of directors, go-

¢ vernors, {upercargoes, &c. make thefe

45 companies neglect all trades that will
not yield extraordinary profits ; which

Zhn g
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“ tladcs ‘private melchants would be.

“ glad of, and would turn to good ac-

L count for themfelves and their coun-
;(: tl'y

. This author takes no notice of the
Hudfon's-Bay company, another mo-
noply very difadvantageous to this king-
dom. The annual exports of this com-~
pany, we are informed, ‘do not, upon

" anaverage, exceed four thoufand pounds,

‘and they cmploy but two or thrcc fhips

“of one hundled and  fifty, or -two

‘hundred tons.each: Very few people

are employed there, and. thofe are not

permitted even to converfe with the na-
tives. Thus do they keep their trade a
fecret, and divide, fometimes, a thou-

fand per cent; whilft, if this trade was

Jaid open, three times the quantity of ot
-manufactures would be cxportcd three
‘times the fhips and failors employed,

—and the ”merchantls well fatisfied with
* their profits. | -

‘We are farther mfmmed that a very
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extgnﬁve- trade might: be carried’ on.
northward of Churchill; but Captain-

‘Doszgs fays,  The company avoid, all
<. they can, making difcoveries to the

¢ northward of Churchill, or extending
¢ their trade that way, for fear: they
¢ fhould difcover a paflage to the wef-.
¢ tern .ocean of America, and tempt,
“ by that means, the reft of the En-
¢ glith merchants to lay open their
< trade, which they know they have -
¢ no legal right to; and which, if

¢ the paflage was found, would not

*¢ only -animate the reft of the _mer-~
¢¢ chants to purfue the trade through
«¢ that paffage, but alfo to find out the
¢ great advanfagcs that might be_ made.

<« of the trade of the rivers and. coun-

“¢ tries adjoining to the bay; by which
¢ means théy would lofe tllcir'beloved
¢ monoply.” | |

. Much ‘more mlght be ﬁld to fhew

-th_e great- extent to which this trade

L might
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might be carried, and the great advan-
tage it would beto the kingdom to lay
it open, as the laft mentioned authos

has furnithed us with a very copicus

account of moft of the Indian nations
that lie at 'i_hc back of our northern
colonies, with whom we might trade
1o a very great advantage.  Take the
aut_hors own words.” ¢ How glonous, i
fa'ys”hc, « would 1t be for us, at the
“ fame time to civilize fo many na-
€< tio'ns,' and improve {o large and fpa-
“ cious a country, by communicating
¢ our conftitution and liberties, both
¢ civil and religious, to fuch nilmbér_s,

““ whofe ha‘ppinefé;'_ and pleafure would.

“ encreafe, at the {fame time that an
“¢.increafe of Wealth and power Would
¢ be added to Britain !”

- To this judicious gentleman’s re-
! marks, I take the liberty to add, that
thefe Indian nations would, very pro-

- bably, foon be brought to cloath them-

X - felvcs
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felves in the manufallures of -B;-ita'in 3
by which a trade might be opened of

‘infinite extent; and, furely, in our pre-

fent fituation with our North American
colonies, whefe extenfive demand for
goods prcvcnted our fenﬁbly feelmg
the "decline of other very valuable
branches of trade, we fhould attempt
to open and extend ev ery vein of com~
merce that proxmi"cs any benefit to the |
natlon,
I hope enough has becn faid, to {hew '
the evils arifingte a commercial {tate,
from the continvance of monoplics,
after they appear to cramp and lcﬁ'cn
it’s trade. |
But, to return to the author ﬁom
whom I have copied the firft objeftion
to monoplies ; he fays, Another very
¢ injurious monoply is, ¢ity and corpo-
& ration charters. Where freemen ex<

%< clude, by charter, any of the fame

“¢ trade from fcttling in their towns;
14 ¢¢ have
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~¢¢ have they not a monoply againft
¢ the reft of thé inhabitants? Cannot
¢t _they impofe extravagant prices - for
£

€5

‘do they not do it? Ifa journeyman,

€ pot being 2 freeman, gets into work.

¢ irl a 'city or town corporate, what an

. omcry is there . not made of a fo-
§¢
<¢ eat the bread out of their mouths?

« How! can a free-born Britain be
<t reckoned-a foreigner in any part of

¢ his own country? What an- abfurdity.

¢ is here! yet, neverthelefs, ‘it 1s true
¢ in effect.” _

I would farther afk, can one man
eat the bread out of another’s. maouth,
 without bcing' more  induftrious than
“he? Impoﬂ‘iblel It muft, thercfore, be

Idlenefs and Luxury they contend fors

- not for Bread. Strange policy this of
cof -ours. 'The Dutch could teach us

_better thev admit even: ]cw s.inta their
tradmg

i e W e £

 their goods on their cuftomers, and

v e o it S i ) i D D

¢ reigner bemg come among them, - to
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trading focieties.and corporations, whilfk
we refufe our free-born brethren.

MAXIM ..IV._I'“

That the 1nczeafe of trade and na-
vigation, greatly depends upon the in-

“creafe of agriculture and hufbandry.
.. At firft fight here will appear another
- commercial paradox; viz. that the more

corn we export the cheaper it is; yet,
experience teaches us that it is true;

and we find, that every year fince a

bounty has been given on the exporta-

tion of wheat, it has been growing

hsaper, - but, _th_e reafon of this is evi=
dent to every one who will attend to it;
and arifes from the great . increafe of
tillage fince .this bounty was allowed ;

~and this is one great advantage aftend-
ing the exportation of corn, as fhewn

by a judicious- author*, Wh() ._fays,_-'
“¢ The admiffion of the exportation of -
¢¢ .grain, and the rendering it an objet

~"* Vindication of Commerce and the Atts.
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¢ of commerce, is the beft method

“ which can be purfued to prevent
 f{carcities from bad crops. If one
¢ third of the land employed in til-
 lage be cultivated for the ufe of

f"fox'eigners.,; and, at the fame time,

“ one third of the crop thould fail; by
“ a prohibition of the exportation, the
¢ price:-would be kept down, and
s enough would be left for our own
“_ufe to be purchafed on eafy terms.
1t is amazing how much tlllagc is
increafed fince the exportation of gram
hath been encouraged by a bounty;

which bounty, was it not for the great
- clamour ‘made about it, would, I fup~
pofe, be extended yet a little farther,

and be a means of yet ‘increafing the
exportation of corn, and of cultivating
more of our waflte lands, of which we

have yet feveral millions of acres cap'lb]e .

of producmg very good corn.
- But, to prevent this {alutary meafure,
a very miftaken argument has been
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made ufe of; viz. ‘that by permitting
the exportation of grain to a greater
extent, the price would be fo high at
home, that it would raife the price of
labour in our manufacturies, and injure
other branches of our foreign trade.
Here a double miftake arifes frc_)ni a
fuperficial view of the cafe ; whereas if* -
experience was attended to, and furely

‘there can be no fafer guide, we fthould
find, firft, that an high price of corn-

never -does raife the price 'of-'_labo'u'r";
and, {econdly, as I faid - above, that
wheat and other grain have conftantly
bore a lower pricé'ﬁnce the exportation
of it was encouraged by a b_ounty, than
it did before. ‘This fhews how little a
fuperficial view of things is to be de-
pended upon; and more efpecially things
of thisfort; in which, fome very fenfible

writers appear to be mifled; and, parti-

cularly, that judicious auth_dr, whofeopi- "

‘nions I adopted in regard to moneplies,

- who
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who fays, ¢ For wages depending on:-
¢ the high or low price of provifions,
“ the. bounties .on their exportation,
e {erve only to feed forexgners, cheaper
“ than our -own people,_to run away

12 W1th our trade.”

I am:forry to dlﬁ'er from th1s gentle-— __

‘man, but I. cannot help, pronOuncmg
that this objeé’cwn has no principle to
fuppmt 1t; it is merely theoretical and
. void . .of experience; for -firft, as I faid
above; the high or low price of wheat
never would affect the price of labour
in manufacures,. though the difference
‘were ten times as much’ as could. arife
out of the bounty, which, at moft, can-

‘not be above oné or two fhillings a-
quarter; and fhould we forego the re-
ceiving feveral millions from . France

and Holland, becaufe; by receiving it,

t-heii' maﬁufa&urin-g_ people would buy
wheat a (hilling 2 buthel cheaper than
ours could buy. it? Indeed, if. the

French
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¥French are {fo much our enemies, that
{tho’ not very confiftent with Chriftiani~

‘ty or even with humanity) in a political
- dight, we ought to ftarve them, then if-
they had a famine among them, and
.could get bread no where. elfe, we

ought not to fell it them at any price s
but that we fhould not fell them our
wheat, becaufe, otherwife, they would

* be obliged to give a fhilling or two a

quarter more for it to other countries,

is one of the moft abfurd propofitions I -
ever met with. This gentleman fays,

¢ Thofe that want our wheat will have

¢ it, withouta bounty; thofe. Who do
« not, will not have it with one.” But

this argument is-too loofe and general,
The difference of the bounty alone is -
{ufficient to brmcr us a trade for corn; |
take off the bounty and we might have

none of it, for even two fhillings a

quarter is {ufficient to carry the mquet _
However, upon the whole, Iam very
' conﬁdent
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confident, that the price of labour in

- France has never varied on account of
the price of wheat; for the difference
to the manufauring populace is only
this ; when wheat is cheap, they eat
.more of it; when dear, they eat lefs,

or none at all, and content themfelves‘

with dry’d roots, &c. But before I
have done with this maxim, I thall
firengthen my own opinion, by copying
from a trat entitled the Expediency of
a free Exportation of Corn, publifhed
fince the above was written, in which
the author gives you the bounty paid in
four different years on wheat alone : viz,

' ?ears. Bounty . _ IPr.ice_.' d
In 1746 99,388 119 0
1748 202,637 1170
1749 228,566 1 16 o
1750 325405 112 6

~where you fee at one view, not only

the fums paid in bounties, which, if we
1cck0n at abcut one e:ohth part of the
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Pmce, muft bring into the nation moft
amazing {ums; but we alfo fee, that
when our exports were largeft, wheat
was at the loweft price. ‘This fenfible
writer tells us in another tra&, entitled
Farmers Letters, . that ¢ the corn trade

s of Great Britain, has been one of the

¢ moft valuable fhe ever pofleffed;
¢¢ that it has (fince the bounty in 1688
‘¢ was granted) brought ncar forty
<« millions fterling into. the kingdom,
¢ reckoning only to the year 1765 5"
which is lefs than fourfcore years.

“This being the cafe, it furely will
remain to be the intereft of Britain, to
continue the bounty on the exportation -
of corn; by which means otir lands will
be farther 1mproved our ﬂuppmg em-
ployed, and our riches moﬂ: amamngly
increafed.

| M_ AxIM V.
That the profperity of our trade
depends very much on the encourage-



28 THOUGHTS ON
ment gwcn to manufa&urera, and on

the laws made JCIatwe thereto.
- In the courfe of this work, I have

already mcntxone_d the vaft attentiont -
paid to manufactures by the great Cor= -
BERT, -in the reign of Lewis the

XIVth, -and likewife by that prince
. Inrnfe]f who would wear nothing that
was not manufaGured by his own fub-
je&s, and who prohibited the Woollen
manufa&mes of England

It has been obferved, and I beheve

with great truth, that whenever France

has attempted ‘to eftablith any new

manufaGure, it has fpared no coft to

encourage manufacturing hands to come

~and live there. A remarkable inflance -

of this we find' in Languedoc about
the year 16735, The Sieur de VAREN-
NE,  having brought workmen fzom
Holland, undertook to make cloth for
the Levant trade, ‘and eftablithed a
very confiderable manufﬁ.&my, that of
- ' C[ ERMENT.
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 QrirmenT and Lopeve followed foon
- after. 'The ftates of" Languedoc lent

them ig_.o,-ood livres for many years,
without intereft, and gave them befides,
by way of bounty, & piftole for every

- piece of fine cloth made there.

It is remarkable that the meaneﬂ: .
trade in France is u_nder fome wife
regulation, and that the artifts and
manufa&urers are laid under a neceflity

- - of excelling in their refpective employ~

ments, and none are admitted to the
freedom- of their trading companies,

 without a&ually making a piece of
~ goods; and being examined upon oath.”

But, farther to fhew the great en-

- couragement given by the French to

the woollen manufa&ories, I fhall here

_ mention what Lewis the X1Vth did

at Abbeville,, He lent one RosBals;’
a" Dutchman, 40,000 livres, without
intereft, in order that he might eftablith
a manufacory for fuperﬁne broad-cloths,

| K The
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The king alfo erected him a fpacious

and commodious place to carry it on,
and a fine houfe to live in, and granted

~him a patent for twenty years; and

Rosars being a Proteftant, LEwis

alfo granted him another patent, renew-
‘able every twenty years, for the free
exercife of his religion, for himfelf,

family, and all the people employed

under him in this manufadtory. The
king himfelf wore fome of the firft

cloth that was made, and ordered all
his court to do the fame ; and we are
informed, - that all thefe privileges are
maintained, to this day, inviolably, and _' -
that thdmdnufaé’tory is at this time car-

" ried on by three nephews to the old -

~Rosars who firft eftablifhed it.

" There are an-hundred: and eight broad
looms employed in this place, and about

fix hundred perfons, men, women and
" children. '
- All the employed are. govemed w1th

gie'Lt decomm and refruhuty' They '
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all ¢ome to 'work and leave it at the

‘beat of a drum. If a workman gets

fuddled, or commits any offences, he’is
fufpended his work by the foreman of
the branch to which he belongs, every
brarich being under the condu® of a
diftin& foreman, who difciplines the
workmen, fo as to make them excel in

- every branch of the whole; which is
*management worthy our notice.

It would be inconfiftent with my
plan, to infert here all the encourage--
ments - given by the French to their
manufaltories: I mention thefe to (hew
the great importance of well regulated
manufattories to a commercial ftate;

~for the French poor not only live
harder, and work cheaper, than the

Englith, but great care is taken to car-
gy their Imanufa&ures to the utmoft
perfection they are capable of, and par-

-ticularly the woollen manufacures;

which, confidering  the difadvantages
Kz they
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they labour under, in regard to wool,
aré_ﬁow nearly equal to ours in goodnefs.

An author, who fliles himfelf a

Northamptonthire Manufa&urer, tells

us, ¢ That at Lifle, and moft other

¢ plaées in France, the poor people
¢ live very hard, their chief diet being

<« hread, fruit, herbs, roots and. dryed
“ fith; of fleth they eat very little, and,

- «¢ when wheat is dear, very little bread.”
In-another place he fays, ¢ The reafon
¢ why goods are to be bought cheaper
¢¢ in France than in England, is, be-
¢« caufe the labour is above one third

y -

¢¢ cheaper there:” and he feems to add,
asa reafon for it, ¢ for there the poor

< people work ‘hard and fare hard:”
which is, indeed, the principal reafon, -
whatever may be faid about our national

debt and taxes; for thefe operate very

- little, compared w1th the different dif-
pofitions and manner of living between'

thezr manufcx&urm? p001 and ours

And
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And here it may be obferved, that
the encouragement given to improve

~the manufattures of France, is not given

to the labouring poor s for thofe  are
obliged to ““work hard and fare hard;”
but principally to bring foreign work=
men among them, - and to eﬁabh{h new
manufa&ures. | - |
Indeed, the care taken in the manu-

- faGuring of ftuffs of every kind, has
‘been 2 means of ‘increafing their trade
in that branch. The keeping up to the

Jengths and breadths which they are
;narked, is very pleafing to forcigners,

and is much attendcd to in France. 1

with we were not fo deﬁcxen.t in thls,_‘
article; but I am lorry to fay, that the

coarfer ftuffs, both of Norwwh Coven-
try, and Spital-Fields, are generally
~ fhort of what they are called, both as to
lengths and breadths, though Spital-

Fields ftuffs are not, in general, {o defi-
cient as- thofe of Norw1ch and Coventry, -
' K3 - Coventy
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C’o's'rezitry. coarfe tammies are the moft
- faulty this way, of any manufaéture of

 fruffs Wc_-havé.-’ T he-NorWi_ch coarfe

. camblets, which are called thirty-eight

- yards, run, in -géher_al, from thirty-feven

- to thirty-feven and a half; but the
Coventry ftuff, that is called yard-wide,
and thirty yards long, mealures, in ge-
neral, butabout three quarters of a yard
in breadth, and about twenty-eight yards

~ in length: however, I muft add that

the low priced ftuffs, which are’ thus
.deﬁcwnt in- length and breadth, ' are

- principally for our home con_fumptl_on,

or are fent to our colonies, and fold at

~a price. in. proportion to their. lengths

and breadths; for when orders are given
~to thefe places for Spain, Italy, Portugal,

- Germany, &c. the manufaturers - are
‘very exa& in the. fulfilling their com-
miffions. But the -French being ex-

‘tremely nice in all thefe things, b'e'ﬁdes_ ‘

-the. grcat dlﬂ'erencc in the price of
| ' labour,
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labour, and the expence of exportation,
no wonder they gain our trade from us.
1 could bring many other 1nﬁances of the

encouragements, given by the Frcnc‘h -
to promote the fale of their manufac-

tures, and to induce foreign manufac-
‘turers to teach them ‘their trades; but.

I have faid enough to thew of what high
eftimation and imporfance the French

- hold their foreign commerce, and that

no expence nor difficulty, fhould deter
us from purfumg every rational method .

‘to render our manufa&urns as chcap in

forelgn markets as thofe of the ernch
or Dutch. |

Inthe mfancy of the French Woollen
manufa&ures, they had every dxf_ﬁculty
to furmount; but a found policy and

“refolute perfeverance conquered all. To
‘fhew this, I fhall copy from PosTLE~

THWAYTE'S. Dl&mnany on Tradc and

o Commerce

Undcr the #rtlcle Lmen, ,he fays,
' Kg “ When
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' materials nor manufaQurers ; how- _
ever, they were determined to -_-_{"up._'-__ o
ply themfelves with-woollen goods of
their own fabrication, and to put a

B 1 1

| ¢ vanced in thelr own ; and although,
e
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¢ When France firft attempted the.__

¢

ef’cabhfhment of the woollen manu-

faQures, they had every difficulty to

firuggle with, having neither the

ﬂop. ‘to the’ importatian of Englifh
woollens, in proportion as they ad-

at their firft enterprize, their manu-

faQure was but very indifferent, yot
as the king himfelf ené_oi-}ra-ged the
wear, the whole nation followed

the example. This laid the founda-

tion for their profperity in this great

manufacture : after which they ex-
erted every pOllth art in: the power

of human nature to fuggeﬁ, in prder
“to imitate the Englifh-in that per=

fe@ion, to which they had long be-

fore amvcd Thus the: moﬁ ﬁ{ll‘_.
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ful and experienced mantfacturers in
England and Holland, were. allurcd
by honours and rewards 1rref' {table s

at as great perfeltion, in this art, as

the Englith; which they did by pro~

pogating, that they had the Englifh
and Irith wool to work with, and

Englith manufa&urers to fabricate it; - o
and what hinders, faid the French, -
‘but we make :goo_ds in France equal

in quality with thofe made in Eng~ -
land ? But whether they have, even ..
s yet, arrived to:the. pe1fe£t1on of the'_- '
Enghfh is much to be doubted
However, they made  their cloths.

¢ F:z_;;orz

and thus the groun_d—work was 1a1d -
to vie with the Englith at foreign
markets, in the f_’tapl}: manufaéture of |

¢ the kingdom. But as the reputation -
of the Englith woollen ‘goods was
eftablithed t_hr,oug.hoﬁt the whole -
world, the difﬁcult'y lay in convinc-
ing foreigners, that they had arrived-
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<« Fapon d' Angleterre; they imitated
- < their lengths, breadths and thick-
‘¢ nefs, and counterfeited the. ‘Englith
¢ feals, and thcreby craftily infinuated
e« their woollen fabrics among foreign

-« nations; and, as they have been able
« to afford them cheaper, they have

e gfadually"made their way, and now
‘¢ fhare the woollen trade with us in
« al} parts of the world.”

As I have now done with the general
| cncounagements given to the woollen
'ma:nufaé’cory, I might go on to mention

the particular encouragments given by

the French to the trades of every par-
: -'ncular nation they deal ‘with; but as

they are aH much upon the {fame prm- '

mplcs, I iha]l mentmn only - the en-
‘couragement given by them to-the
 Turky trade; and [ mention thefe
| 'th’ihg’s 'pr'iiici'pally"to thew how much
~+we thould be upon our: guald again{t

\f@ vxgllant and mﬁdxeus a nval in trade. .

The
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 The munufadury of clotb, which I

mentioned before, as eftablifhed at
Languedoc, was mtended purpofely for -
the Turky trade, by that great minifter .

-CorBERT ; and at fo vaft an. expence

was it eftablithed, ~that *he expofed

“himfelf to cenfure by the “meafure,
-'though the event has. fhewn the wifdom

of his views. Thefe cloths are chiefly
made of Spamfh wool 3 and as I ob-
ferved: before, there 1s a premxum al-
lowed by the public on every picce of
this cloth Beﬁdes this, there are feve-
ral other eftablithments (WhICh are

called royal manufa&ones) made at ‘the
- expence of the public, or the province,
where there are conveniencies for mak=-

ing a piece of cloth’ from the wool, to

its being packed. to put on'board a thip;

and a clothier 1s put into one of thefe

'_rent free, on the fole: COHdlthﬂ of mak~
ing a certain number of PICCCS of thls

cloth in a year.
Thefc
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Thefe encouragements brought them _

a great number of manufa@uring hands
from Holland and England, which

~ kept the wages and lwmg of thelr own

people very low; and, they are enabled

to fell . cloths. to Turky, thofe " efpe-

cially made of Spanith wool, cheaper
than we can; for they take wool and
 mwoney in return for their manufaGtures
fent to Spain, and not thofe articles
of luxury which we take, or, perhaps,
We: {hould have no trade with them 4t

for the Spamards take our manu-

. faé’cures at a dearer rate than they could
~ buy from France, merely to encourage
us to deal with them for commedities

which the French do not want, and

- :which the Dutch will not have on any

‘account, it being inconfiftent with

| their general frugallty

~ Add to all this,. thc lownefs of thexr |

port duties, and the cheapnefs of their

navigation, compared with ours, .and
. ) C. : N Wa -
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we_ fhall no longer wonder why they
vival us in the Turky tradc ‘Befides,
they have, by degrees, brought the
Turks to like very thin cloths, fuch as
we have not been accuftomed to make ;

“though, doubtlefs, Wé _"c_ould ‘make, if
-proper encouragement wasgiven: which,
it appears to me, can be done only by

a bounty on exporta.tmn, for, the low=~

“ering the price of labour, I fear, wﬂl |

prove impracticable, in thxs cranelanon
at leafbs
" But, in their fecond fort of Cloth

we feem to have. 2 remedy”"‘ﬁxll in our
power, anid fhould ruin their Whole
trade in that fort, could we but prevent
their having the E_nghih and Irith wool
to work up with their own. The ftaple

of their .wool is fhort, and _._the."wool"

weak, fo that it will not endure the
different’ ploceITes ncceﬁ'ary to compleat

~a {ubftantial manufa&ure But, they
 would ftill bé worfe in. then' ftuff and

ﬁockmg -
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ftocking trade, which is very extenfive;
- for, they cannot make good hofe but
with' !a_-'gfeat. part, J.:o'r all, Englith or
Irith wool. 'Their fineft callamancoes
and camblets are made..of all Irith or
Englith wool ; {o that their trade would

be ruined, if we could prevent the

fmuggling of thefe wools- to. France,

“and could introduce induftry, {fobriety,

and habitual labour among our manu-
fa&uring poor. Thefe two points are
of the ugmoft confequence to this na-

tion, and well worthy the ferious at-

~ tention of the__legiﬂﬁture; for upon

their attainment, every valuable intereft
‘of this kmgdom, in fome meafurc, de-

_pends . o
Many laws * have been made to pre-—
vent the fmugghng of wool to France,

| *‘SceStat xxEd 3,c 3,12Car 2,C. 325

:3& I4.Car 24 €. 183 4Geo I, . 11; SGeo

S Xy CoX1 13Gco 1 <. 245 15 Gco 2, & 27,

and, 5 Geo. 3, € 5I.
- but

-

et
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but thcy have hitherto proved mcffec-

tual; for the Irith can have no equi- - "
- valent for their great profits. this way,
unlefs they are allowed to manufaGure

their wool, which the above-mentioncd
judicious - author of the Caufes of
the Dechne of ou1 Forexgn Trade,
thinks it would be for the true intere(t

of England to permlt them to do He

argues thus : .
“ By openmg thc woollcn trade of

- Ireland, that of Britain will receive

s¢ benefit (though the contrary is the

¢« common opinion) which 1 prove
“ thus. . Suppofe one pack of Trith™

¢ wool of fix pounds value to make
3 four cloths, that pack of wool being
‘. fmuggled to’ France works up two.

L chks of French wcol, making alto-
- #¢ gether, twelve cloths, . |

“ A pack of Irifh wool fmuggled to
€ France,_hl_nders the fale of twelve

i

LY

Englith cloths fuppoﬁng them of
. 3 N . | ¢ ﬁx
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Ll fix pounds value each prevents thc
s circulation of - - = = ,{;72

o A paek of Wool manufaé’cured

B s i Ireland can’ hinder the fale_'

_¢¢ but of four Englith .cloths, at
. cc-‘ ﬁX Pounds cach and pI’CVCIIt_-. _
“¢ the _'eire-nlatien but of | -~ 24

| The dxﬁ'mence 18 ._48.
¢ It iscomputed that one third . -

- & of what Ireland gets, - ccnters o

“¢ here at laft; which on the four

L cloths at ﬁx pounds each, is g

s 4€- The beneﬁt that England re=
‘<« ceives by every pack of wool
_'-“'manufac‘.’tured in Ireland, in- e
s ftead of being runto France, is £ 56
< The- wool of France, continues
thxs author, ¢ is too -coatfe to manu=

" ¢ fadure for exportation; but being
-« mixed with one third Irith, it makes

¢ {aleable eleth "ev'erv four cloths, ex-~
s pmteu from Ireland as “above, ftops

¢ the

T

<
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_f":'*the exportatron of twelve ernch_
% cloths : the fore1gr1 confumptlon is

“ ftill. the fame, let who will fupply' )
< the market Ireland can- export no_'
more of our manufaé’cures than it

«“ grows wool for, were . the Enghfh
~*“-untaxed and unmonopohzed they
B would manufaétule all the1r -own

‘€ .wool If twelve eloths are ‘wanted |

¥ at any market, and. Ireland can fup~ )
o PIY bUt four, and France, for want
of Trith Wool, not any, Bri 1tam muﬂ, L

'’

. w

fupply the remaining elght .
I confefs, - here appears great planﬁ- -
blhty in’ this gentleman’s arguments; |

. but, whether he has not carried them |
. farther than they will well bear, 1 leave
_the JHdlCOUS reader.to determine..

Other: writers ‘have been of opzmon,'_

- ¢ that England fhould take all - the
AL Weollen manuf'a&ures of Ireland

« and, that it ‘might not. injure our

- _“‘ home confumptlon of woollens, they -

- L 6 ihould-
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“ ihould be taken with a duty, to be

4 drawn back on cxPortatxon - But
. _thls {fcheme would alfo have its d1ﬁ:1-
t:ulnes, as the Englith purchafers, by

Leeping down the price, might ftill lay
the Irith under a temptatxon to a clan=~

deftine exportanon.

Others again, are for uniting Iteland'

to England, as Scotland is: but this,
both the Irith and Enghfh feern averfe
to. T fhall not venture to 1eco_mmen_d

cither of thefe fchemes; but hope every
thmg, from the wifdom of a Britifth

parliament, who will, doubtlefs, adopt
fome method to prevent this deftruétive

practice of ﬁnugglmg both Englith and

Irith wool to France. As to the other,

perhaps more important, article, the
~ lowering the price of labour, by intro- |
- ducing and enforcing fobriety and ha-
 bitual induftry, I fhall fay no more

here, as I purpofe to f{peak Targely
‘thereon at the conclufion of this work,

and -
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and to. thmw in occaﬁonal hints as I

go along In the mean time 1 would
recommiend; - that we difcourage Flench
manufatures; as they have dene ours;
and unite with the Dutch to prcfervc a
ballance agamﬂc them

MAXIM w

That the fuccefs of' our tlade
greatly depends upon the knowledge

_our nobility and gentry have; in.a na-
| txonal light, of all its various moves
“ments; conne&ions; and dependenc:les,
‘as ambafladors and. fenato;s, and, more

particularly; on the wife regulanons of

_our board of trade.

- It is well known, that ﬁncc the ef’ca—l=

s bhihtncnt of the -council of t1ade by |

Lewis the Fourteenth, in the year

- 1700, the manufactures of France have
.been grea‘t]y improved, and its forelgn
~_commerce. ~moft amazingly extended;

. ,prmmp ally owing to the wife ICO‘ulaHOIlS

L'_.- o of
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of that councd which confifts of fome :

of the - puncxpal officers of f’cate, and

twelve of the principal merchants of -
the kmcrdom and thefe, from time to
time, communicate to the royal council

of the ftate, what paﬁ'es in then councxl

of commerce.
The twelve merchants who fit in this

mmul are depunes eleted by the moit
confiderable tradmg towns, and have a

falary of about four hundred - pounds
fterling per annum, Thefe deputies
__ ptefent to the royal council their me-

_motials concerning every interefting

branch of trade and. commerce; W1th
Turky, Spain, England Holland, and

all their American, and other co]omes :

and the good effects of this council may
‘be feen from the great encreafe of the

| I‘reneh trade to almoft gvery part of the .

‘world ; and, though we have many na-
. tural fzdvant'fﬁes over them, they are
our n]O.tL uutent uvals in trade. Bver

fince.

*
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fince the re1gn of Lew;s the Fourteenth

the ftudy of ‘trade and COmmerce, and
even the improvement of particalar ma-
nufactures, has been deemed an honour~ -

“able employment for the nobility " of |
France. Some of our nobﬂlty have,

likewife, perceived the great importance
of a well regulated ‘trade, to the riches
and power of the kingdom. I wifh this
moft interefting ftudy had been more
general, as it poffibly might have pre-

. vented our prefent dllemma, in 1egard

to our Amerlcan colomes, of which I
fhall hermfter fpeak more fully I

the mean time, 1 hope that that mo{’c
_1n1posrtant department of government,'
the board of trade and plantatlons, may
be filled W1th fuch as are well ace

quamted with the true intereft of Bu— o

tain,. under all her fOi‘ElgI‘l eonneéhons

and that ne1the1 France, nor any 0the1

"-1’cate, will be able to boa& a council

bctter quahﬁed than ours, for the ex-
L 3 ‘tenfion
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tenfion of commerce and the increafe gf

‘paval PO“”efu :

M A X1 M VII,
That the pxofperlty of the trade of

a ftate depends very much ‘on the judi-
-dous':_'n’agﬁner bf _'lg}fing- and golle"&iﬁg |
| its't'axe's,' and upo‘n'thé eale, réadiriefsé '
) fxeedom, and cheagnefs of 1ts exporta—

txon
Fn‘f’c, I would obferve, under this
article, that taxes uncqually laid, or

that are- rendered unequal by the man~
ner of co]le&mg them, muft be injurie

ous to the trade of a f’catc Taxes Wthh

fall 1m1ned1ately upon manufatures,
- and become a part of their firft coft,
.Imui’c be injurious - to trade, becaufe
" -thereby we may be underfold in forelgn

markets, and lofe our trade; fuch are

thofe on oil, foap, dye-ﬂuﬁ"s, Ieather,

| 'fmewn m’ttel jals for manufaé’cufes, &c.
.EVCIY tax, or duty that tends to 1m-'
pcde :
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pede the freedom, ‘eafe and chcapne{'s' |

- of expmtanon, muit be prejudicial to |
the trade of a commercial ftate, = The
! Dutch export duty free; and the French
_have nearly followed their example(

An author, whom I have more than

once quoted, in his Caufes of the De-" - |

cline of our Forelgn Trade, Contends'
for having all our ports open to every -
one, and that no duty I_ho_uld_}b_e_ paid
either on our exports or our imports;

‘that one tax {hould be laid"on'th\el con-
~fumers of luxuries, and that all other

taxes, excifes, and cuftoms, fhould be

“taken off.,. ‘This plan fo]lows, in his-
- own. Words, page 78. ¢ Itis heleby
< propofed, that all perfons wearing or

¢ drinking - the follome‘ artlcles OF' _. :
IT;

luxury, as- paltlcularly fpemﬁed be
¢ obliged to take out a licence yearly,

- ¢ paying cach one {ubfidy for each ar-
#¢ ticle of three halfpence in the pound
£ only, on the computed income which

) v ¢ thcy
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e they thould have, to fupport the fta= |

< tion of life they voluntarily place
¢ themfelves in, by the article of lux-

¢« ury they ufe, wear, or drink.”

Upon this principle our author fup-
- pofes, that a nobleman who keeps two
- coaches and fix, thould be poffeiTed of

eight thoufand pounds per ahnum, and
upwards: however, he lays the tax on

‘eight thoufand pounds only; which,

at three halfpence a pound, -makes fifty

~pounds; and, in this fort of propor-

tion, he taxes all thofe luxuries that

“are ufed, wore, or.'dra_nk, by -aH the
- different forts of people in this king-

dom, even down to fervants, and to in-
comes of twenty-five pounds per an-

‘num; and, here he ftops, wifely judg-
~ing, that among the labouring “people
_ there thould be no (,onfurnptxon of lux-

uries. 1 own, with this gentleman
there fhould not be any, but, I think,

I have clea11y proved, in the fo1errcxng.' N

pages,
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pages, that there is a very great cons=
fumptmn of luxuries among the labour~

“ing poor of this kingdom; partlcular]y -

among the manufacturing populace, by
which they alfo confume their time,

‘the moft fatal of all their confumptxons,
‘a {mall part of which being idly {pent,

is a greater lofs to them than can arife
from’ all thE‘.lr taxes put togethero From

this fource proceeds our high price of

iabour, and the lofs of our formgn

‘trade; and not from our taxes onthe
- neceflaries of the poor, or our national

debt; as, Ihope, has been, or -Will'b'e, _
fully made appear in the courfe of this
work. As I would willingly make this

- eflay as extenfively ufeful as \'poﬁiblc,' I
- readily copy from any ‘author who ap-

pears, in his writing on thls 1mportant

~ fubjeét, to deferve public notice; there-
- by drawing into one view the moft ma-.
terial things faid upon it; and, there~
'fore, I would give thlS judicious gentlc,- |

Ty | | man's
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mans arguments all their Wel,ght by

copying them in his own words. . After

ﬁ}mng the tax on each luxury he {ays,

#< All articles of the fame degree, or

¢ under the a,rtmle paid for, are in-
¢ cluded in it.

< Hufbands to pay for their Wweé
¢ the one fourth of the article they pay
¢ for  themfelves, to entltle them to

<¢ ufe the fame. |

.. < Parents to pay for each Chlld (un~

< derage) the one eighth of the article

¢ they pay for themfelves. o

- ¢ Batchelors, if of twenty- ~one. yeam

¢¢ of age, to be double taxed.” |
This laft article is e}__{_t,r.crngely. proper,

'pthﬁrwife--thé tax would _be‘very unequal;

“and, indeed, as it now {tands, the batche-
or will not pay . equal to. the married

iman, who pays for his wife’s and chil=

dren’s taxes as well as his own: befides,
this would prove an encouragement to .
: mtnmmy, and to an increafe of po-

pulatmn '
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pulation; of Wthh I fhall fpeak again
hereqfter. B |

- His next propofal is a verygood one,

viz. ¢ No perfon keeping public-houfes
“ to have mufic, nine-pins, {huffle~

s boards, cock ~pits, cards, 'draught—

2 playlng, dice, or any gaming in their

£¢_houfes, fheds, yards, gardens or

st grounds, for money or liquors, ex-—._
g ’

¢ cept they pay in the fame manner
¢¢.as the : perfons uﬁng artlcle IX

¢ which is 3l.-2s. 6d. per annum.’
“Was I to fix this tax upon publlc-

| houfes, it ‘{fhould be high - cnough to

amount to a pl‘Ohlblthﬂ for the{'e are

great encouragers of idlenefs, great cor~ -
'_r'upto_rs of the coi‘hmon'peopl'e, fervants, |
- abourers and manufaGurers, to the
_'rum of many poor families, the lofs of .

our trade; and the vaft 1nc1eafe of the

_ POOI’ ] I‘&tCS. '

It has been Gb_]f)&ﬁd to thlS fcheme,

that it would not raife money enough

i
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to be an equnva]ent for the taking off
all other taxes; and I do not. wonder
that this objection arifes, as the author
is not {6 explicit, on this head, as I could

with; 1 thall, therefore, take the hbcrty- '

of explaining, what appears to'me to
be his intent and meaning. And firft,
he hints pretty clearly, that the taxes

. are not to be taken off all at once, but

by degrces, for the new tax muft, at

© firft, be very uncertain as to its amount ;
and a few years experience will be ne-

~ ceffary to determine it nearly, but never
. exally, as it will ever be fluctuating.

Secondly; I apprehend he means, that

"t'h'ou'gh he mentions the payment of one

fubﬁdy only for each quury, yet that,

- on any emergency, 45 5§, 6, 7 or 8 {ub-
"fidies may be raifed ; fo that inftead of

cxght thoufand poundsa year paying only
one fubﬁdy of fifty pounds per annum,

it may be called on for 4o0l. per annum,
'__and even thlS would not be . thought

hard

“TRADE AND COMMERCE. 157

- hard, becaufe it would fall far Ihbrt of

the land-tax only, now paid by fuch an

_eftate; befides, every thing elfe to be

purchafed cheapei from. the taxes being

taken off. = And, if eight fubfidies were |

to be raifed on the mafter of the family,
for his wife, . for his children, and the

~ double tax of batchelors, it would elthe;r
produce a great deal of economy or a
great of r_im_ney, though, perhaps, at laft,
not equal to all our taxes; and there-

fore, fome of thofe, thc leaft burthen—- - |
fome, might remain, or m01e fubfidies

inuft be paxd

~In the next “place, - thlS author fur-

'11;&165 the method for raifing thls:tax_. -'

but as it takes up feveral pages, I muft
refer my reader to the boOI{ itlelf.

Qur: author then goes on to thew the :
equahty of this tax, and tha.t there ceuld

‘be no. objection fto it., He fays, < Al
<< perfons tax themfclves voluntanly,
“ than which nothmg can be eafier or

. morc
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% more equal ; an‘d an equal ea‘i'y_'_ way
¢ of raifing taxes will always produce
¢ the imoft money and the feweft mur-
* murs, Thofe that would abate of
“¢ their taxes may abate of their luxury,
¢35 thofe that won’t pay for .a licence
¢ to.keep 4 eoach and fix horfes, inay
« keep only four, or a. pair; ‘of need
AL not-keep-any, nor d.f'i:nk' wine; tea,
¢ brandy, &e. nor wear jewels, not
¢ ufe plate, -and.not pay any thing s fo

s that no individual can be opprefled. ”
It-may net be amifs to mention here,

that the Dutch feem to think i it of more

ufe to tax the confumpnon of the poor,.

~than the luxufies of the rich, as if they
“thought that cheap living would p1 ove 2
check to induftry. - .
‘The author then proceeds to fhew
the advantage that fuch 4 tax on luxuries

..-would produce ; ﬁrft_ to the land-

i “holder; next to the ftockholder, and

“then to the trade in . general. Tocan :
' | - follow

bi

PR B P L PR R S PO RIS L DEPE E N,

TRADE AND C.-O MMER CE. 159
follow him chearfully through the two

firft articles, -and dllow the force of his

arguinénts; but T muft -quit ‘him, ‘or,

" father, he - q'uits me, when he, fays;

«¢ The -poor will have more ‘conftant
<« employment, as they Wﬂl be able to
‘¢ work cheaper. -

- I know it is 2 maxim. (though a fa]fe

B one) with all the writers on that: fide of .
~the queftion, that no fooner are necef=

faries cheap, but Iabour is fo lli'keWife;
The very reverfe of this appears, fmrn
experience, to be true. But ‘here it

may be neceflary to make an obfervation -

on the relative terms Dear and Cheap,

| which I thall do in the words of the

Judlclous author of the Vindication of

- Cemmerce and the ‘Arts. ¢ When a -
€€ man,” {ays he, ¢“caa purchfxfe all. hxs

«¢ neceffaries with a lirtle laboul, we
s¢ fay they are Cheap ; when it requires.
¢ a great deal of labour to provide

- f¢ them, ‘we fay they are Dear. Now,

2 o sif
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“ if we look back .to our h1&0r1es of
¢ -‘an(:lent times, - thn ‘wheat was, in
¢ common, about two (hllhngs a quars

. 1

¢ ter, we find labour fo high, that two

« days work would purchafe a buihel
s of wheat i in common.”

- ¥s pot this an argument, from expe-

'nence, dire@ly contrary to: the above

maxim? . But {uperficial and theo1et1cal ;

cnquxrcrs_ never fee thefe thmgs in a true

| l_ight:_ -they fkim the:fu'rfac’:e, -_and.,cat_:ch--

the bubble.only ; experience alone Pfo'_; 3

duces. folid and irrefiftable argument.
T have afferted it b_éfore_ in this work,
and T aflert it here again, that labour

~ continues the fame in England when |

wheat is at ten 'fhillin'gS' a buthel; a3

it docs when 1t 1is at two .(hﬂlmgs and |

fixpence; and, I believe, in other coun-

- ‘tries, the price of wheat as little governs :

the price of labour. If we expet that B

by 1owcr1ng the pncc of provxﬁons, we -

{hall exther lowcr the pncc of 1abour, -
' or
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br encreale its quantlty, we (hall ﬁnck

ourfelves egregmuﬂy mli’caken The

price of it would remain much the
fame; but the quannty be greatly lef-
fened. But, for arguments fake, let

s fuppofe, that an increafe of our taxes

thould raife theé i price of neccﬁ'aues two-

- pénce a day to the poor manuﬁé’curer

the utmoft evil that could arife from‘

~therice, fuppofng there .was fufficient

employment would be, that he mu&_
work one or two hours a day, or one da

in'a week more, for his fubﬁf’cence or
for the fame means of a low debauch, -
Wthh he now mdu]ges in: for, by |
Workmg this hour or two extramdmary;
he would’ be capable of ' pulchqﬁng as

'many neccﬁ'aues and fuperf’umes as he

could do before thlS mcreaﬂ, of taxcs.'

. Would this mcreafe of taxes then be an

evil fo greatly to be dreaded ? Smely no.
Upon the fame miftaken punmples
our national debt has, for many years

M - pait,
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paf’c, been deemed the fource of _lineyita-
able ruin to the ftate. It has been faid,
that a debt of thirty millions would raife
 thepriceof labour fohigh inour manufac-
turies, as to ruin our foreign trade. The
i’tate became thirty millions in debt, and
our exports increafed.  But not to enu-
erate all the prophecies of politicians in
the different frages of our national debt,

it has alfo been confidently aﬁ'ej'ted,__,
that a debt of one hundred millio__n\s'
would produce a weight of taxes, which

would make provifions fo dear, and raife
the price of labour fo high, that it
‘would entirely crufh our foreign trade,
and bankrupt the nation. ‘Thefe poli-
ticians have alfo been proved falfe pro-
phets; for with a fate debt of one hun-
dred and fifty mill_ions‘,' we preferve our
‘eredit and our influence; . and, if we
ﬂléuld not continue {o to do, fome other
caufe may be afligned befides the na-
tional debt. D

The

ot o e e oot i ’
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_The_ 'debt of quland'isgreate'r, in
-Prgportxop, than ours, and her taxes
‘much higher: yet, from the goodnefs
of ‘her police, the fobri_ety, frugélit
© and habitual indultry of her Iab’ouriny,
people, it is the richeft, and moft cf
pulous country in Europe; in propgf-
tu_}n to its extent of territory, and the
center Qf gll European'exchange& -
If an heavy flate deby could have

:rul_i_n'ed the'Dutgh, they would have

been ruined an hundred years ago: in- -
ﬁe.a_d of which, they carty on an im-
menfetrade, are a very great and power-
ful people, and our potent rivals in 'many'

- branches of commerce,

The writers on this fubj\eﬂ did not

cp{_lﬁde;,. when they made their calcu~
latu_)ns_, that an increafi |
mlgh_t_bnng {o ‘much money “into the
ﬁat_e, and fo 'alter_ the Value.'of.la!nds

ng foreign trade

~and every thing elfe, that 5 debt of
.z 50,000,000, at this day, might be as

M2 eafily
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eafily. borne as a debt Qf 20,000,000
when the calculations abovementioned

| Wei'cj made. So, if our trade, for one
hundred and fifty years to come, were
to.iﬁlc_'reafc in the fame proportion that
it hdé_d_éne_fo_f ‘one hundred and fifty.
years paft, and bring fo much real riches.
into this kingdom, as, at apy time, to
be cqpablcgf abforbing all our Qa.p_c::f.
circulation, the ftate might bear the
| Wc_:_ight of 100, 000,000 MOFE, Wit;ho.qt
fear of blanl;!rup_tqy. - |

But the great Mr. Locks, andvothc:r-.
politicians, both before and fince his.
time, judged- that our foreign tra:dg g
could not extend itfelf, op_pre_ﬁ"ed_'__thh .

~ the taxes, which fuch debt would na-
tl.ir'_al.ly produce; and, th_er_efore,_. they
never once thought that an increafe of

yiches had a tendency. to increafe the .

 national debt, but the very revc_r_fe__.

However, it has moft certainly I_do_ne.fd,_ _
both here and in Holland, by making

~have us believe, or that we
© of bankruptcy,

1'£ 
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it extremely eafy for the gOve’i‘nfne'n't,
on any emergency, to borrow money at
a low rate of intereft. ‘Another miftaken
notion has prevailed; namely, that our
taxes raife the price of p'r'oviﬁon's, and
all other neceflaries; when, in fact,
this rife proceeds r’n’ér’el;’f fr'o"m' thc'great |

_inc_rea_l_fc ‘of money in this _kiﬁg&o;ﬁ;
which raifes the price of every other
thing, whilft it proportionably finks jts
own value, . o .

Yet, notwithftanding all this, not-
withftanding I am confident that our
national debs operates but very 'Iittls
towards the raifing the price of labour in
our manufaturies, which is the .gra,r'id_
thing complained of; notwithftanding,

I am convinced, that our prefent fate

debt is not fraught with thofe perii-
clous confequences which many would
are in a ftate:
or in any way to be
tempted unfairly to wipe it all off; for
- M2 this
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this cannot happen but as an unhappy

confequence of our unhappy divifions; .
yet, I would have no one fuppofe, that -

I think it a defireable thing to have this
| kmgdom 150,000,000 in debt; it be-
~ ing clear that part of the confequences
- of fuch debt muft fall on our foreign

commerce.
~ One great evil Complamed of and

whwh 1 wifh could be remedied, -is the |
large {um annually paid to foreigners

for intereft, amounting, 1t is faid, to a

million anda half per annum. Sup-

pofe it lefs, there is no doubt but that
it would be for the good of the nation
to reduce it fili lower, whenever the

exigencies of govemment will admit of

it ; and to take off all thofe taxes which

more . 1mmed1ately fall on' our manu-

" factures, make a part of their coft, and
render them dear abroad; and, 11kcvv1fe,
in imitation of the Dutch, to lower

our port duties; for this has been one
3 | pr1nc1pal
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principal fource of their exténﬁv'e'co'm--
merce, and would have the fame deﬁre—
able effe@ in this kmgdom, a&mg
as a balance againft thofe taxes which
fall on the materials . for our manu-
fa&urcs.

It has never been fa.d at leaft I have
never heard that it has, that the ﬁate |
debt of the Dutch hath at all leflened
their foreign trade; nor that theu’ trade
has been at all injured by the great
Welght of taxes which fall on the im-

medxate confumpuon of the1r poor : on

the contrary, thofe taxes are thoucrht'
ufeful, by promoting induftry, fobuety,

and economy.

- But, to thew how little reafon we
have to complain of our taxes, let us

“hear what that great ﬂ'atcfeman, Sir

Wirriam TEMPLE, fays, in his Ob- |
fervations on thé United P'rovmces.
He tells us, in general, ¢« That they -

| '.“ 'IifG opprefled with the moft cruel

Mg ¢ hard-
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el .hardfhips and variety of taxes that
“ were ever known under any govern-
e .ment, _that the exc1fe, upon all com-
Z .modltles,_w fo great and genera]
ff.that he hath heard it obferved at
s¢ 'Amf’cerdqm, that when, in a tavern,
“ acertain difh of fith is eaten, wuh

1 'the ufual fauce, above thlrty exclfes R

€ are paxd for what is neceffary to that
- -"_‘I_ {mall ferwf_e._ In fhort they pay ex-
Rz (,1fe for eVely thmg they eat drmk,
“ ufe, or enjoy.”

The -impoft upon. all bread-corn
ground in the mills of Ho]land Wthh
every body pays, W1thout exceptxon,
amounts to the prlme cof’c of the corn,
,_ The eX(:lfe on beer is as follows firft,
the b1cwer pays twelve -pence a barrel
puvatc f"mlllt‘.s pay twenty pence 1n01c,
and v1&ua]lezs, or retaﬂers, pay anothex

| twenty pence Bu*‘ter pays | fix ﬂnlhngs |

2 barre] tobacco, tcn pencc a pound
ﬁ{h twcnty pen a panmcr, and foap
: ' elcver},
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eleven thillings a barrel. Every hor['e,
above three years old, pays two-pence -
a month; every horn,e,d beaft, abgve
.,_,tha_t'age, three-pence ; eyery coach pays
ten fhillings a year, and every little
Jbark twenty-pence. All cattle, fheep,
or hogs, pay one penny in feven of the
money they are fold for, All wood
made ufe of for fuel pays an eighth

" part of what it coft. Every mafter pays

twenty-pence a head, yearly, for each
fervant in his family, male or female. _
Houihold furniture pays a ninth part,
and woollen cloths a fourth part of
their value. In one word, the Dutch
pay excife for cyery thing. ‘There is
not a tulf or log of wood, in their
ch1mneys, not an herb, or onion, in

their gardens, but what pays a duty,

more or lefs, to the frates. - Our authoy
aflures us, that a cow of nine years old,

if it be fold for five pounds, will’ pay
ix pounds to the flates. Lct any ong .

‘who
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who fuppofes that high taxes raife the
price of labour, look over the above ca-
talogue, and tell me what price labour
~ muft be at in Holland in proportion to
fuch taxes? And yet, after all, labour
" is cheaper there than in England. Is
not this a proof, even to demonttration,
that taxes have not that effe&t on labour

which they are generally 'fupp-oféd to

have? If, as I have faid before, labour
was to 1'ife'ir1_ Holland, in proportion to
- the taxes, it would deftroy itfelf, i e.
there would be no trade, and of courfe
no labour. '

We fee that theu‘ taxes fall ]1ke
cmrs, on the neccﬁaucs of the poor,
only much heavier; and yet, their fo=
briety, fLucvahty, and habitual mduﬁry,

carry them through, without murmur-
ing. Labour, by habit, is cer t’unly more
| ﬂgleedblc to them than idlenefs ; and,
- fo different are the difpofitions of  their
labounng poor from ours, that if all
' their

TRADE AND COMMERCE, 171

* their taxes were taken off, they would

not work lefs, but would then ﬁivc'. |
money, which fome think a good rea-
fon for their continuance. Whﬂf’c ours,

Iam forry to fay it, would work lefs
and debauch more; and I fear this W111
ever be the cafe, unlefs fome method
can be found out to make labour habi-
tual and entertaining.

Indeed, the force of habit, and the
falutary effeét of good hablts, may be
clearly feen, by comparing two forts of
our labourmg people, - namely, thofe
employed in manufaétures, and thofe
employed in the cultivation of lands.
Our hufbandmen genemlly labour chear-

fully fix days in the week, are fober,

frugal and induftrious, ‘and the good
effe@s of their fobriety and economy
appear in every thing about them.
Their cottages are clean, and furnithed

with almoft every neceflary. Then'_'.

families are decently cloathed, and their
| frugal |
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frugal rppa_ﬁ.is_ ferved up with neatnefs

and decorum, - But in the cbttage,s of
manufacturers, you fee the very reverfe

of all this; rags, naftinefs, and 2 want

of almoft every neceffary. -

Now, from this lmpartlal defcrlpuon _

of thefe two dlﬁcrept kind of - poor la-

lourcrs, any one would natuxal]y fup-

pofe, that the hufbandman earned eight
or nine fhillings a week, and the ma-
nufaGurer but four - or five: inftead of
which, the hufbandman earns no more
“than five or fix fhillings 2 week, by the
hard labeur of fix dayo, whilft the ma-
‘nufa@yrer earns from fix to ten fhillings
in four days, and has from fuch high
.Wages the power of {pending the reft of

the week in idlenefs and debauchery..

But, it has been urged, to make the
comparifon lefs odious, that the hui~

bandman has a great advantagc over -
the manufaGurer, from his’ being

Iablc to keep poultry, pigs, and fome-
| _ times

i
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times a cow, upon the wafte; and that

| his little garden fupplies him and his

family with roots, herbs, &c. Helps
which few manufacturers can have.
I allow, that where the hufbandman

~ enjoys all thefe, it is a great help to

him, and may be equal to. the great.

- wages.of the manufa&urers. However,
~many hufbandmen  enjoy thefe ad-

vantages but in a finall-degree, and, if
they chance to live in a part of the

" kingdom where the woollen manufac.

tury is not diffufed, the wife and fa=
mily can get little or nothing, whilft -
every child in the family of a manufac-
turer. of cloth, ftuff, filk, cotton, and
fuch like, can earn its hvmg at five
years-of age; fo that the difference in
the behaviour and manner of living of
thefe two forts of labouring people, ap-
pears. to arife from cuftom and- habit,
more than from any advantége' or dif-
advantage- peculiar to their fituation.

' As
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As a proof of this, the manufacturer

‘md his family in Holland are as decent,

cleanly, frugal, induftrious and happy,

| éis_ the huftbandman and his family are in
England: and here it may be remark-
ed, that the conftant attendance at

* church, on the fabbath-day, which is
pracifed by the country people in ge-

" neral, tends very much. to produce that
kind of decency and fobriety, which
k diftinguiflies the hufbandman from the
manufa&urer. 1 am infor med that the
clergy in Holland make a point of re-
commendmg fobriety and good order
among. the labourmg people, and that
the advanges arifing from it, are fre-
quently inculcated from the pulpit;

and as the mmufa&uxmg people go as

conﬁmtly to church on Sunday in Hol«

land, as the hufbandmen do here ; this
care of the clergy may have had a very

gOod effe on their cortdu@. How-

- ever it be, it is certain that the labour~

'ing

et oo n L At i e S Sk e = rwte n s
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ing poor in Holland bear their heavy |
load of taxes without repining. They
know ‘that .they cannot live but by
working fix days in the week 5 and
they fubmit to it chcarfully But in-

duftry and p_arﬁrnony are not habits of

the labouring people only; they are

. unwelfally the tafle of the Dutch. -A

burgher of Amfterdam will dine con- -

'.tentedly on a red herrmg, when a

citizen of London, of the fame condi-

~tion, will not fit down to table without'

feveral difhes. Sik WiLLiaM TEMPLE

_tells us, < That it is a common rule

¢ among them, for every man to {pend
“ lefs than he has coming in, be that
“ what it will ; and that if_ a man’s
¢ expence equals Kis revenues, it dif-

< credits him, among them, as much,

“ as any vicious or profligate extrava-

-« gance does in other countries; {o that
¢ frygality is honourable among them.”
The fame author tells us, ¢ That he

‘¢ never
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# nevel faw the two greateft officefs
& bclongmg to the ftate, the Vice Ad-

¢« miral D RuvTer, and Penfioner
“« Dp WiT; with above one fefvant

¢ eachy, in their train, but moft ufually’
s onfoot and alone, in‘the fireets; like

& cominon: burghers.” The rule _for -

a'man’ to {pend lefs than kis incomie

is worthy'to be adopted every where ;.
but whether parfimony be a’ virtue in
pebple who are very rich, and' fill'the

hlgheﬂ: offices ‘in the ftate, is thh me'
2 doubt, unlefs the influence of their

example, gradually extendmg itfelf  to-
~ the loweft orders of the people, which
is probably the cafe, may that way have
its ufe; for though MoONTESQUIEY
“allows that luxury among the great

thould be encouraged in a trading flate,

yet the poor, he fays, cannot be too par-
monious. Itis by this general, univer-
fal frugality, that the Dutch grow rich,
~under the préflure of fo*'m'any' taxes.

2 But
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hut here:it is very natural to enqmre
how the Dutch can fupport and extend
their forelgn trade; burthened with fuch

‘taxes, whilft the foreign trade of Eng-
land is  faid to decline frem the very -

“fame caufe ? To which I would anfwer,

that the grand inconvenience arifing, as

s fuppofed; from high taxes, namely the

high price of labour, has no foundation

- in truth. Labeur in Helland is now . -
- cheaper t an in England; ‘though': the

former is taxed much higher, ‘therefore-
taxes do *not raife the price of labour in

-_Holland "'This is an anfwer to the
‘above queftion, in ‘part. But it may

ftill be aﬂgcd_ how they relieve - their
exported commodities from the. taxes
which muit fall on them in one. {hape or

| another?’ -To thch it. may be read;]y

anfwcrcd by their exports and imports
bcmg, in general, free from all duties

- and cuﬁzoms which - proves a kind of -

“political ballancc againft their weight of _
- other taxes. '

N
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The author of an Eﬂ'ay on the Caufis
of the Decline of our Foreign Trade,

_ahead}r quot\.d feveral times' i this

work, enumeérates the gmat advantages
anﬁncr to the trade of a country, from

-the freedom of its ports; -and- hints that

it 15 a 1emﬁdy which the Dutch make
tfe of to relieve theu' foreign txade
from the burthen of thelt’ taxes; at the

fame time iecommendmg it to: England-_
to follow their -example, which the

| cmnch have alrea.dy done; in almoft
every article of their commerce. -

“This author fays, «F irft, that it W111
< increafe trade, by increafing the
‘¢ pumber of merchants; as {mall ca-
¢ pitals will fewc, -where there are _no
€ Icuﬁoms to pay.

¢ Secondly, By mak;nmour country -

¢ ap univerfal ftore- houfe; for when
 our merchants have no cuftoms to

& advance, they will frcquently nnport |

“Lupon fpec.ulatlon. .

Indeed, |

Y

(13
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Indeed, we have a partxal remedy for
this ; viz. giving bond to the govern-"'
ment for the exportation, and thereby._
gdining credit for the cuftoms : ‘but then
the goods muft be put into the pofieflion
of ‘an officer of the cu{’coms, Wthh is
attended with mconvemencu, is a clou-
upon the fale of the goods, and there-— |
fore is far from a complete remedy |

L Thudly, By mcgeaﬁno our naviga-

s tion, by the val qmntltles of goods

¢ contmually gomg out and commg -
“ in, '
 “ Fourthly, By puttmg all traders- '
upon the fame footing, it would pre- .
vent fmuggling g.
“ Fifthly, By gammo- us the herrmg
fithery; for the Dutch havmg liberty
to fell their fith on the coaft - of
England would fnap at fuch 2 mar-
« ket, and fome of them be inclined to

£¢

€<

(1%

<o fettle among us,”

Th1s laft  mentioned cbnl’equence
N2 - would’
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would prove an happy one indeeds; for
I know- not a greater advantage that.
could arife to Lnsc,land than the having
a number of Dutchmen coming to live
among us, and exermﬁng all their vari-..

. ous employments, with that fobnety*
and habitual induftry, whl(,h they prac-

tice in their own country: nothing
could be {olikely to work a reformation .
on our idle and debauched manufaétur-

ing populace, as fuch examples this

Would produce a kind of neceflity, with-
out which, nothing will enforce induftry
in this kingdom. | - :
The reafons which this author owcs,
why the Dutch would probably fettle a-
mong us, orat leaft many of them, if our
port% were open 1o them for the fale of.
their herrings, 1s, «¢ that otherwﬂc they

a3 muﬂ make two expenﬁve hazardous
¢¢ voyages, one back to Holland to cure.
‘¢ ana pack the fifh, and the ot ther frorn '

“ then(.e to the coaf’cs of Brltam to fell
(L thcm. ' '

i -
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“ Sixthly, That it will employ our
¢ poor; for neceffaries and mateérials

~ *¢ being, by a fr_ee-pbrt trade, and the

“ redudtion of taxes, rendered cheap,

“ labour muft be fo too, and the vent

‘¢ of our goods be enlarged » |
Hcre our author again fuppofus what

| probably, will not happen ; nay, what

._ xpgrlence t_eat;hes us never did happen;
viz. that taking off our taxes would
lower the price of labour. 'Irideed, the
mentlon of taxes here feems fo'reigﬁ'to
his - purpofe, where he is {he'wing,' in
the {trongeft light he is able, the ad-

| Vantaoes of a free port. It would havc '

been more to his purpofe to have urged,

~and to havc brought the high- taxed

Hollanders for an inftance of it, that
the advanfacres of a free port would’ be
a ballance ammﬁ: our heavy weight of
taxes, as'it is in Holland, whofe taxes
are much heavier: th'm ours; moro ¢fpe~
gially, as he goes on to fay, - ghat;
N3z ¢ TFollapg

w
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L Holland is an example of this, whofe |

é cu{’coms are {o low, that then' trade
%

»

is almoft free, and _t_here is no coun-
“ try in the world where the poor are
“ fowell employed, or in ficknefs bet-
s¢ ter provided for,” And here I beg

~ leave to remark, that it is not the taxes
on the neceffaries of hfe Whlch the

Dutch complam of as an evﬂ or en-
~deavour to remedy by free ports, but
" as a ballance to all other taxes, which
are a burthen to their trade, they make
their ports free. So far are they from

pmplammg of the 111 confequences :
' arifing from the taxes on the neceflaries

of life, that the greew De WiT fays,

in his Maxims of Holland, * High

“ taxes promote invention, .111duﬁr.y
“ and frugality ” |

MAXIM.VIII

That the profperity of this nanon?

as well as tha.t of her colonies, depends-
| very-

PSR R IR e
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very much on their harmony, mutual
conﬁdence, and on the increafe of then

' commerce with each other."

I enter with the more t1m1dxty on
the dlfcuﬂlon of this i important {ubject,
from the unhappy differences at- this

‘time fubfifting between Great Bntam
,and her colonies.

1 would not, wzlhngly, d]fthge
e1ther the one or the other; indeed, I

. am not fearful ‘that I thall do fo, as I
~ thall attempt only to heal thofe unhap-

Py dwx:ﬁons, and to convince both, -that
it is their mutual mteref’c to unite,
and 1o make 'ghen' commerce mutually
and recxprocally ufeful to each other.

'_And fartheL, that I may appear free

from every appearance of partiality,
exther for the mother-country or “her

lcolomes, 1 fhall not touch on the duties
'and obhgatlons mutually arifing from
o —the relation they fland in to each other;

but endeavour pnnm.pally to. prove, as
Na o 1
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1 faid above, that it is the intereft of

both to extend their commerce, and

make it as ufeful as poffible to each

' Ot_'hlﬁ_l"_. . In Ol‘del‘ ‘f{O do this, 1 ﬂ']al]_ con-
fider the ftate of the mother-country,

before thefe colonies were planted, -and

the great advantages arifing to Britain

from  thofe plantations,.-as alfo the
ftate which the mother-country and the

colonies will both be ih, if the colonies
obftinately perﬁﬁ in thezr late refolu-

: 1:10118

It s qu1te unneceﬂ'ary to pomt out
the vaft confequence of our trade with
our American, colonies; therefore, I

thall only fay, in the words of the ju- -

- dicious Doctor Franklin, ¢ The people

¢ in our American colonlcs increafe fo
¢ faft, that in a _httle time, they will
¢ take off every thing we make that
. ¢ fuits their confumption.”  This I

can readily fuppofe to be true, and i

.Wlth pleafure look for ward to that time,
- when
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- awhen the commerce ‘of ‘the mother-—
country and her colomes will beeftas.
blithed on fuch 2 footmg, that, by a

mutual dependance -on - each other, -

-they will . be mdependant of all thc'
‘world befides, fo far as regards 1mpor-
“tation in general: for, by" this ‘union,
- we may fuppiy every. part of the known' :
‘world, and reccive their money in re~
turn, - But it appears to me, that they
can never be independant of one afhother, -

They. may, indeed, diftrefs each other:

- for atime; but ‘both mutt fuﬂ’cr by it
in the end. Thus, if the colonies will

be content with the neceflaries of life, -
and facrifice their luxuries and all their

imaginary wants, to. their refolution of -
‘not complymg with the demands-of go~
vernment ; thelr remaining real wants,

“may be. eafily fupplied among them—

felves, and the prefent inconvenience

be greater to Britain than’ to them, as
" we begin already fatally to experience.
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in fome of our manufa&ones, where &

grcat number of hands are now un-

cmployed Wthh for many years paf’t |
have found. i’uﬁicxent employmﬂnt for

| that conntry alone.

- 1 .do not.pretend to determme as to,

_the prapriety or 1mp10pr1ety of the

- late meafure of government, in regard . '-

toour American colonies: I'would: Doty

- willingly, - .wade cut ¢f my .depth in
pohtxcs. I only point out the natllral_" ‘

confequences attending thofe ‘meafures,
-provided thefe people recede not from
their prefent 1cf01ut10n, and 1 earneﬂ]y
* with, for the fake of both, the mother-
- country and her. colomes, that all dif'-

ferences were removed and eveiy mu-

.-_tual endearment and advantage reftored,

as it appears to me that it Would be

- for the intereft of. both. -
- I now come to conﬁdei the ftate of
'_“the mother—country before thefe colo-

- mies were plantcd, and which I may

ventum

" ‘I‘R;ADE'AND C-OMMERCE 18

venturc fo f‘l}", wgs very. low, comPared |
0 what it now 1is. - -
The increafe of the people of Lon— |
don, fince thefe colonies were planted, .
is one proof of the great a.dvanta,ge ari{«

“ing from them. Before that time, the

people of London were computed at

‘one hundred thoufand 3 at the death. of |
. Queen ELIZABETH they were encreafed
o one hundred and fifty thoufand; and

they are now about fix times that num-
ber. In thofe days our neighbours, the

~ Germans and the’ Itahans, furnithed us

with almoft every thing; and Spain.
poured in upon us all' the produdts of
America, from whencc we- foon after

f{upplied them.

Before the Amemcan colonies were
planted, the legal intereft of money was
twelve per cent. and the common price

~of land  twelve years purchafe, as was
obfervcd in a former part of this work

'Qur manufactures were few, and very -
3 - - © indif-
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: ferent, ‘the number of merchants {mall,
and, of courfe, we had very few fhips;

.probably not {o many as belong now

_to our northern colonies., But, fo foon

' _as our plantanons were tolerably {ettled,

“our.fhipping increafed amazingly. - We
~coined, within twenty years aftet Queen
_"ELMABETH s death, about five mil-
lions ; in twenty years after that, about

-"feven ‘millions 5 and, m the next twenty :

years, elght millions; The interelt of

money fell in proportlon, and lands. |
Crofe to e;ghteen years purchafe. Oug =

~ manuiadtures increafed - prodigm_uﬂy,_
principally from the demand for them
in the plantations, who took off nearly
one half of them and now ‘they  take,
or till very Iately did take, much more

‘than half, provided we reckon the Eaft-

India goods {ent them, which we re-
celve 'in retum for our manufa&ures, -
- “When ocur colomes were in their in-

fancy, thcy were a bththcn to this-na~

tlon,
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tion, which is.ever the cafe of :all 1n~ _

fant colomes but, they foon que us .

very ample amends, and, therefore,,.\ |
I would chufe to fuppofe the obligation . |

mutual and that nothmg is to be €X~

pected from each other upon that ac~

count. I hope that the mother- counny._
and her eolomes wﬂl ever be bound ta
each other by the ftrongeft of all ties;

N vxz. that of mutual 1nteleﬁ whmh

union will be more laﬂmg than any_ |
other. 3 - | _
Before T fpeak of the prefent f’cate of o
our eolomes, I wou!d Wlfh to have itre= -
membered that Great Brltam is now in |

" a fituation to enforce the execution of
all her laws ‘and that nothmg cou]d o
thew her maternal regard for the co-

lomes, in a fironger light, nor difcover
a greater inclination in her to comply'
with their requef’cs, than the repeal of
the Stamp A&; a mealure thought by
many, to derogate from the dignity of
_ . 5 the
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the leg1ﬁziture. But, it being doné in
‘confequenice of a requeft made i the
- moft properL mianner, and in’ full expec~
tation: of 'a~ fuitable return, it has been
in general approved '

I am forry to fay, that th1s la{’c adt

has been 0ppofed with a kind of 'obftiz

hate’ warmith; -very ‘unfuitable to thé
obligationis ‘the colonies “ar¢’ under 16

the legiflature of this kingdom, for it’s

- -conftint caie and unalterable difpofition,
to promote thelr Intcref’c : and “from

'_ thiis - condu& of the: colomes, Ianiled -

to beheve, ‘that thofe violent' party difs

feréiicds, {o long fubfifting here, have

-oXtended themfelves to America. -

~ But after fuch' a comphance, as’ the
‘repeal of Lhe‘ ftamp act, it certainly re-

mained with the colonies to’confider in

- what manner to evince their regard for-

| _tho mother-country, and to make every
fuitable return in their power; inftead

L ‘_of whn:h the colonies feem to expo&
I o | | tha.t,
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that this government fhould relmqm{h-_
all the power they have ovcr them. - :

Surely evet‘y oné muft think it h1ghl}t |
unrcafonablo, that the colomes fhould
increafe in riches and powet, through-

~ the aid and mdulgeﬁcc of’ Great Btitdin g
- _and -at the fame time, that Great Bri-

tain fhould beéar the weight of- all her

taxes alonc, 6r that the rife and magm- -

ﬁ(.ence of the Britith- colomes fhould -
have any tendency towards: the mpo-
verlfhmg of Creat Britain. Indoed -
weré this to be the cafe, it Would be

the " intereft of the mother«-country to_'

o kecp her ehildren in a flate of depen~
~ dance and fubjeion; and  that Great
'Bntam has it {’oll in her powcr to do fo,
s very clear. o

- It has been a miftaken notmn, that

| .the colonies coald all readily unite, and,
by that means, be. independant of the :

mother- -country. On the contrary, it

appears to me extremely cafy for Great

Br_xtam
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| Bntam to prevent their. umhng at - ali

in any fuch manner as to oppofe th@
power of her fleets and armies,
~The ﬁtuatmn of our colomes whleh

_-_ﬁ_rc__t_ch along the coaft. of North-Ame-

rica, and their Be'ing divided by great
rivers, . make it eafy to. guald thofe: pals

fages, . and prevent an union  even of |
“thofe upon the. continent: fill eafier
~ will it be to prevent an uniorn with the

ifland . colomes, if beth {hould be fo

| 1nchned
Agam, the dxﬂ"erent colomcs bemg |
under different and diftin& orders of

ZOVErnors, makes it ‘much. more. diffi+

" cylt for them to unite, wnthout the
'11me1y knowledge of the mother-coun<
~try. Befides, it would be mxghty_eafy,
'by a {quadron of light frigates, to pi‘c-
vent their communication with the fugar .

iflands; which would  fo ruin_ their

‘trade,’ and meore efpecially New En~-
'__gla.nd that it Cauld not long fubfift.

. And
2
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.P,md, if all thls would fot do, there is

ftill an ef’feétual remcdy left viz. that

bf placing ﬂ:andmg forces. among them,

and obliging them to pay thofe very -

troops which are fent to keep them in

-~ {ubjedtion; and, though this Would be

extremely mconﬁf’ccnt Wlth the lenity

-of Great Britain, and wha.t I hope will -
- never be the cale, yet, other nations

have done fo by way of preventiem o
~ Some have alfo feared, or have en-
deavoured to make others fear, that our

_ colomes, upon 3 thorough breach W1th |

us, might put themfelves under the
protection of fome foreign power. Now
this could be no other than France,

Spam, or Holland. Of the two former

their can be no fear; the religion ;md_
government of thofe defpotic natioas,
and their perfecutmg fpmt fo different
fmm the religion of prote[’cants, and the

mild, juft, and gentle government of _,
" Great Britain, is fo well known, ‘as for

o - ever
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ever to prevent a union with thems. Asg

to Holland, there can be but little fears

for as we lie between it and New En-
'-glaﬁd;. we could eafily prevent an at-
tempt of this fort: befides, the colonies
could get nothing by the change ; ‘and,
thould we ever after reduce them by
force of arms, they would be treated as
a conquered people. But, the greateft
and moft gemeral fear, and, indeed,
what they of late feem to threaten ug

with, is their going into manufaGures,

and thereby fupplying themfelves with
what they now take from us. If this
was likely to happen, the V1g1lance of
our legiflature would, doubtle(s, take
‘meafures to prevent it. But, 1 thall

- offer two reafons why they will not go

into manufactures, to any degree; that
" would much i injure us. Firft, till they
“are fully peopled, labour will be fo dear
among them, that they will not be able

" to manufadture nearly fo cheap as they

carfnx
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can buy from England ; and next, it ap~
pears to me, that it will be more for
their intereft to turn all their thoughts;
and to exert all theif powers, in culti-
vating their different foils, and produc-
ing thofe ‘things which we now take_
from other nations.
To fupport the firt of thofe 1eafons,

I (hall appeal to 4n atithor; who cannot

be fuppofed to want afle@ion for the
American colonies, I mean. Dodtor
Frankrin; who fays, in his Obfer-

‘vations concerning the Increafe of Man-
‘kind, fpeaking of the vaft inecreafe of
. people in North-America, ¢ But, not-

i

-Wlth{’candmg thlS increafe, fo vafl is
the territory, - thut it will require

‘Many Ages to fettle it fully, and, tiil
€ it is fully fettled, labour will never
be cheap there, where no man con-
tinues long a lahourer for others,
but gets a plantation of his own; no
man continues long a journeyman to
' Oz 2 trade,
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¢« a trade, but goes among the new
¢« fettlers, and fets up for himfelf.”
Many other good. reafons has this Jlldl-
cious author given why labour cannot
be cheap enough in North-America to
eftablith manufactures there. o
This agrees with the i‘pmt of the
foregoing part of this work; in which,
I hope, it has been clearly proved that
no ftate ever carried manufacures to

‘any confiderable extent, where great

quantities of land lay uncultivated, to

- be purchafed very cheap; and where, of

courfe, the neceffaries of life were to be
obtained by little labour. This is cer-
tainly the cafe W1th our colonies in
North-America now, and may continue

fo for many ages to come, if not alwayss:

and, therefore, thofc ideas of manufac-
turing in oppofition. to Great Britain,
talked of, 1 believe, more in England

thah in America, have no foundation;

and, T think, I may ve ntute to fay,
| : - that
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that thofe who would widen the diffe-
rence between Great Britain and her co-
lonies, by encouraging fuch ideas, .car_i'
have no very fincere regard for cither,
I fhall now proceed to fhew that it

will be more for the intereft of our

North-American colonies to clear and
cultwatc the land, in all their dlf’fc:ieI}t
foils and climes, in order to produce
thofe things which we ‘now buy from
other nations, than it would be to go
into manufactures. The reafon is ob-
\_/,ious; for in the one they will be af-
fifted, to the utmoft, by the. mother-
country ; in the other, as ftrenuoudly
oppofed, Nothing, certainly, would
¢reate greater heart-burnings and dif-
content in Great Britain, than her co-.
lonies. going ipto manufadtures. On
the (_)__thcr hand, nothing can be fo agree-
able, or fo much for the interelt of both,
as the colonies turning their whole

~ thoughts a_nd powers to the cultivation

03 . - of



38 THOUGHTS ON

of their lands. Now, in order to en-

' courage every new attempt of this fort,

“and to induce the colonies' to lay aﬁdc
all thoughts of manufaCuring, 1 hope
Great Britain will give certain annual
premlums and bountles, on the ralﬁncr
commodities, moft ufeful and advan-
tageous to both: and thefe would prm-
cipally be raw filk, hemp, flax, iron,

and all kinds of naval ftores; for which |
we pay large annual ballances in mo- '.

ney, whcn we might procure them
from outr plantatwns, in e}:change for
our manufaétures, to mutual advantage.

We have already experlenccd the
good effects of fuch encouragements,
in the 1mp01r.at10n of pitch and tar;

which Sweden had once monopohzed
and 1endered ext1emcly dear to us; nay,
mhen a war broke out with Flancc, it
~ was found that we had not pitch and
tar enough for the ufe of the Royal
qu}, not could we procure it from

Swedeng :
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Sweden, but upon their ewn, very dif-

advantagcous, terms..  The people of"
England took the alarm at this, and
the merchants made appllcauon to Par-
Liament, that the making thefe com-
modities in our owsn plantations m;ght
be encouraged and. the encouragement

given . by Parliament foen produced |

- great quantities from thence. Indeed,.

they fo much increafed in the makmg of'
pitch and tar, that we were foon en-
abled to expmt great quantities, which
fully reimburfed us for the boynty.
This. would be. the cafe with all our
imports from Ruflia, Denmark, Swe-
den, and Norway, as likewife for Raw
Silk ; an article of infinite confequence-
to this kmgdom, and very capable of

| bemg gultwatcd in many parts of Ame-

It

% The iagenious Dodtor PurLrryw, in his

Treatife on thé Culture of 8ilk, oblerves, in p. 2,

thaf; “ ﬁlk worms might be reared, .to P{:lfcﬂlon,
S O 4 in
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1t feems to be the prefent difpofition
of the Ieglﬂature, to adopt every mea-

fire that' will promote the true intereft
of thc colomes, by giving them all due
encouragement to ploducc thofe: com- -

modities which we, at piefent, import

from the Eaft countries; and, likewife,

- every other {pecies of materials for ma-
pufactures, 1mpo1 ted from any other
country.

1t 1'ema1ns then to be conﬁdered in
what manncr the colomes fhail effeé’cu-
ally evmcc their fincere 1egard for the
profperlty owaat Britain ," and, as thlS
d1fpoﬁt10n m our colomes cannot appear
too early, it fcems to be mcumbent on
them 1mmed1ately to lay aﬁde all ap-
pearance of manufa&ures of every I;nnd
Wthh may have bcen attcmpcd by

"¢ in all our colomes on the continent of Amerlca,
¢ from New England to Georgn, inclufive, as

o thc malberry tree wrll grow m ﬁwﬂ: -of them :

& mthout any culturc.

_ ghﬁ@.g
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them ; and, as an earneft of this, that
they give their orders, as ufual, with-
out reftrictions; and that they publicly
refolve, in their affemblies, to make
fuch laws as {hall, in future, tend moft
to encourage the importation of Britifh
manuﬁé’cures, and te abolith all manu=-
fa&ulcs which interfere with the mos=
ther-cotntry. Their doing this would
be dutifully giving the legiflature of -
this kingdom a reafon for behaving
with a reciprocal return of parental af-
feGion, by repealing any other alts
WITich'ma:y be found to diftrefs them.
And, T cannot help thinking, that if

| the people, in zll the different climes

and different foﬂs, through the vaft ex-
tent of North America, were employed
in cultwatmg ﬁlk wine, flax, hemp,
mafts, yards, and other fhip-timber,

-and in buﬂdmg large fhips for the ex-

portatxon of thofe bulky commodities,
as is done in the Ef\.{’c countr;es, and
- that
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that England would encourage fuch pro=
du&ions by picmmms and bounties,
the Americans would think it their

intereft to be thus employed, and lay .

afide all thoughts of menufaluring ;
which they cannot carry on to any ad-
vantage, or nearly fo cheap and perfeét,
as they can import them from Britain,
nor will they for feveral centuries to
come, if ever at all; for the reafon before

afligned ; namely, that manufatures
¢ feldom flourith in a fertile country,

¢ thinly peopled, becaufe land being
¢ there of fmall value, from the {carcity

< of inhabitants, p10V1ﬁons are chcap"

¢ and labom dear.”

. Thefe things being finally fettled up-

on a perynanent foundation, I have onl}r

‘to add, that Britain fhould not take
" advantage of the monopoly which fhe

has againft the colonies, by the act of
nayigation; but thould fell every article

as ¢cheap to them-as to 2 any other coun- -

‘!’.I'y 2
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try : fo;'they already labour under great

- difadvantages, from the not being able to-

make their remittances in any tolerable
time; for this they muft pay for in

-ihé price of the goods. But this evil wag

remedied ip part, whillt the government
did not interfere with the trade carried
on by the colonies to the Spanifh fettle-
ments ; which procured them remit-
tances in dollars to a large amount, by
almoft every fhip. Many fenfible per-
fons think, that it would be flill for the
intereft of Great Britain, to leave the
Spéniard to take care of that trade
themfelves. To expect that we fhould
do it, would be like our expeCing
France to fend fhips upon our coafts to

| Prevent their people from felling us their

wines, brandy, teas, linens, &c. apnd
ealrymg back with them our gold or,
what to them is better, our wool. But

fome may fay, we fhould {ell " thefe

goods to the Spaniards ourfelves. This,
: . . ;f
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(if true, would be no reafon for pre-

venting it; becaufe we had better fell

" them to the colonies than to Spain,

- But the fa& is otherwile; for fince the |

treaty of Utrecht, which left Spain in
the " houfe of Bourbon, the Spamards
deal with France to a very great amount,
and with England, but juft fufficient to
‘encourage us, as 1 faid above, to take
off their luxuries, which France does
not want, and Holland will nat en-

~ courage ; and in this view, both Spain

~ and Pdrt_ﬁgal are gainers, though they

pay dearer for Englith goods, than they

" could buy from France or Holland.

To conclude my obfervations on' this

important fubje@---1f it can be brought
about, that, by proper éncouragetn611t
“from England, our colonies fhould raife
and cultivate thefe commodities, which

~we now purchafe, with our money,

from Ruffia, Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, befides wines, filks, olives,
| cottony
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cotton, ‘wax, and a thoufand other
things, and e\:port the naval commodi-
ties to England in large fhips, fuch as
are now ufed in the Norway trade; and, .
befides the benefit of building fuch thips,
it would be a new nurfery of feamen.”
By doing thefe things our colonies woﬁl_d.
amazingly increafe in peoplc‘; the con-
fumption of provifions, the grand fund

- of their profperity, would be increafed;
and the confumption of our manufac-

tures would augment in the fame pro-
portion.. Thefe trades would effectually
furnith the colonies with. returns for
England, which they now fo much
want, and labour under fo many diffi-

culties to procure; and they would . -

foon have a circulation’ of curient
money. Now let us add thefe new
branches of trade, to thofe which they

‘have already with the iflands, and tell

me 1if this 1s not their pl'un road fo
riches and proﬁ)enty a road infinitely
' eafier
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eafier than through the mazes of maniu=
falures, entirely new to them; and
‘through the obftacles which Great-

Britain would ever be throwing in theis -

way, before they brought them to any
degree of p‘erféé’cissh. In a word, their
tittereft fhould tye them to England, if
their duty did net. To fepafite from

the mother-country, would be to be

-indone; and it would be no {atisfaction
to thern, that they had involved Great-
‘Britain in. their difliculties, even fup-
- pofing that might be the cafe.. Thus,
I think, it mufk appear as clear to every
" one, as it does to me, that an im-
mediate total reconciliation between
‘Great-Britain and her American colo-
nies would be the intereft of both ; and
if any there are, who, out of party, pre-
‘judice, are bafe enough to endeavour
to prevent it, they muft be enemies to

both, in whatever fhape they may

- appear.. -
CoEET . MAXIM

manufauries.
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- 'Th'at’t‘_h; ftrength, riches, and profs
penty of this kingdom depend on our

being able to {ell our native produce
and manufaGures, as cheap in foreign

‘tmarkets, as any other commercial ftate.

It is ftrange, indeed, that the French
thould be able to underfell us in the
ftaple manufaure of this kingdomj’
more efpecially as they are o“b']igéd to.

‘buy our wool, at a very great price, to

mix with their own.

The reafon given for this, by Mr.
PosTLETHWAYTE, and. many' other
writers upon the fubje&, has beeh, -

- principally, the weight of our taxesy -

which falling on the neceffaries of the
poor, raife the price of labour in our

That the different .p'rice. of labour,
between England and France, is the

- principal reaion for their bciﬁg able to

2 o tnderfell

.
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underfe]l us, I readdy allow; bm
hope 1 have proved thdt- it does not

proceed from our taxes, becaufe both

) France and Holland are higher taxed
~ than we are; partmularly the laft; per-

'haps five times as high; and yet, la-

bour is. conﬁdelably cheapo1 in Hol-

1and than it is in Enﬂland It is like~

wile cheaper in France by one thud

. fome fay two thirds; which wdl clearly -

account f01 the lofs of our tiade cfpo-

' cmlly if we add, that, in thc woollen

~ manufadures, in general, - more than

WO thirds of the colft. anfes from “the
o hbom . ' T

In tho courfe of thlS w 01k a varlety

of “YUL'I.lIlﬁ‘I}tb, drawn from expenepco,_ ?
- ‘have been ploduced to prove, that when

Ptovmons are cheap, labour is, . xelg-
twe}y, dear. It has’ been fhewn, in

- one particular inftance, that when wheat

was in Goneral at two' ﬂnllmcrs 2 quar-

© ter, here in England, laboul was {o
D | | dear,
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) dea1, that 'tbufhcl of wheat ‘was earned
~ by .the labour. of two days, which was
- dlmoft twice as hxgh as it is now ; for

though ‘wheat " i NOW’ at a moderato

price; a inan tarnot earn a bu{hel by
lefs than about four days labour.
“The different pnce of . l?bour th‘.,n,

.' bétween E ngland dnd France, and En-
gland and Holland, . muft have - fome

other fources and this appears to me to
be ‘the’ fobncty, frugahty, ‘habitual in-
duftry,” and conftant labour of: the

Dutch and French, and the' difpofition -
* for idlenefs and debaucheiy of the En-
o ghfh manufaé‘curmg populace s and txll o
- through. the wifdom of the legiflature,
fome laws. (hall ‘be . framed and duly -
) -executcd whlch thiall exufpate 1dlenefn,
'__;eftram debauchery, prevent vagrancy,

enforce ‘induftry, and . keep the poor

_' oonf’cantly employed ‘we fhall- continue .
" to be underfold to the total lofs of our
| trade | o '

P The
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- Fhe French, indeed, befides the adw
-vantage of the low. puc.c of : labours,

have fpared no: pains, ftopped at no

meafures, fair or unfair, to get our trade

from us. The higheft encouragements

“have been given to foreigners to refide
among them, and to teach them their
arts,_as hath been already ﬂnewn, no
expence has been fpared to get at ours
and the Irith wool; and, they have
.followed the - example ‘of the Dutch,

by takmg off almoft all their port-—'

duties, that their exports and imports
g mwh; have free vent; a mealure which
will never fail of increafing the trade of
a nation. -It has been obferved, that
~the difficulties which the French. la-
- boured under, would have prevented al~
moft every. other natiéufrom' attempting'

~ woollen’ manufaétunes, having nen‘,hcr._
- materials nor wor kmen. But fteadinefss
© - refolution, and found policy, with great

| cxpmcc carr;ed thezn through it alls
' bcﬁdes,
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:beﬁdes,_ the hopes of thefe volatlle,
high-fpirited people genemlly overba~

lance their fears; and from hence they
ate. led fo attempt great and difficult
things. . But, their fparing no expence
to carry a point, js.the beft reafon why -

- they fucceed ; for money furmounts all
difficulties.

Another advantage wlnch the Frenc
are- fuppofed to have over us in trade,
and which has not. yet been mentioned

4n this work, is, the high value of their

mongy compared w_ith' ours, - 1 fhal]
therefore; take potice of it now.
Since the year 3613, the French

have, by frequent enhancements of their -
. smoney; varied the relation betweep fl-
'v{s-,r--_fgnd_cc_;mr,no.di-tie_s ; thatis, they have
altered the meafure of value; by which

means  they do not give half fo much

'_ " filver for a d'ty S 1abour as they did one a
- hundred and fifty years ago. ' |

At that time, they coined aboui:_
P2 - eighteen
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| elghteen livres out of ei ght ounces troy'-
~ weight of fine filver: at prefcnt, they

coin mear fifty-four livres out of .the: -

famc quantity, and yet; they now give
no more fous for a day’s labour, than
they did before fuch enhancement.
Hence it is manifeft, that, from this
. circumftance only, the price of their
labour is Conﬁderably fallen, whilft our
filver money has remained the fame,
and__ our labour has rccelved no  dimi-
‘nution that way., This, added to their
- ‘labouring - people living in ‘a “much

. cheaper way than ours, will help toac-

count for the lofs of our trade to Italy,

“Turky,. and qp.':a.m ‘but the lofs of the

Spanith trade is partly owing, as I faid

before, to-thg treaty of Utrecht, which -
- left that - mgdom in the hands of a

- ‘prince of the houfe of Bourbon.
‘But, to place this important con-

'__ﬁderanon in a ftronger point of view,.

--let it be conﬁder d,- that filver is ths

- ftandard

L
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ftandard meafure of the value of com~
modities, in almoft every part of the
known world; and hence it will clearly
appear, that if one ftate can purchafe

any given quantity of. labour, with a -
lefs quantlty of  filver, . than is glven

for the fame quantity of labour by and-

ther ftate, labour may be faid fo be
cheaper in the former.. France purchafes
‘an-equal ‘quantity of labour with lefs

filver than we de; confequently labour
1S ch'ea.per,li:n France than in England.
But it s generally thought to be very
dangerous to alter: the value of money
ina ftate, and that it fuits better with

the arbitrary, defpotic government of = .

France, than it would do with our

o milder and '-_mbr.e equitable (;On{’citution._
"Yet, it appéars that -I'dm_ething_. Might,

nay, that -fomething - Should ‘be done

~ relative to our filver coin. . That fome~ -
thing Might be done,  without creating

any difcontent among the people, ap~
- Peagg' |
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pears from the prefent. girculdtion. of

fhillings not really worth ten<pence a
piece. . Thefe  thillirgs are faid to bé
_ 'éoinéd'at Birmihgham ;- 1?u't. I have nb'ﬁ
‘heard of any ong’s having beeén de-
“teted in it, nor of -any a_t'_cé-hipts-;hﬁdé
‘of that fort, - This is, in effect; an.en=
_h:iﬁce‘-mént of our. filver:. coin,. and. is
-thus far of ufe towards lowering the
price of labour, a8 thefe fhillihgs purs

chafe an equal quantity of every .thing,
- that 2 new :fhilling, from the mint;
would do, That .fomegll;xlg__Should be

done to relieve .the diftrefles which
trades- people labour under, from the
great {carcity of - ﬁlver, 1 thmk no one
will difpute, the. complaint being uni-

verfal ; dnd, it is become a matter of

- wonder, why there is fiot either 1 coin-
age of filver of a,proportionate valus
to'the fhillings now circulafing, which
~would give the government ‘the proﬁt
Wh!.ch thefe colners have now, or, thag
S more

e Y T
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more of thofe fhillings are not’coinéd
by the fame people, when the demand

. is fo ‘great and. Prciﬁng . This is. a

matter. which 1 juft hint at, and hum- '
bly fubmit the conadel ation’ of it to the
wxfdom of the leglﬂatme. R
- After -all, Great-Britain haﬂl munv
natural advantages over France, and we’
thould moft Leltamly be able to {ell our
native produce . .and.. manufa&ules a5
cheap in foreign markets, as either the

“French or the Dutch ‘provided we could
Jowér the price of labour, by 1cndt,;m0'

our poor induftrious. - .
To make cenﬁant moderate labour

~ habitaal and entertaining to the-pam,

a matter well worthy thc attention. of
a Britith Parliament ; and, I hope, that
the difficulties - attending. this" great
work will {erve only to animate the
legifiature in the attempt, and not in-
duce them to leave it .in the ftate the‘y

~ found it, as. thany fmmer parha'nem@
" have done, -
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As I would wxlhnoly contribute my -
mite towards a meafure of fuch infinite

confequence to my country, I fhall con-
| clude this work, by offering my 1hought.,
~on this important: fubjec, with great
humility and defference, - to the legifla-

ture of thxs kingdom ; not as a- dlgeﬁ:ed' |

plan, but as the outlines or'fketch of
hopmg that fome or other. of the

hmts here thrown out,  may- be foi im-

~ proved, that fomething may, atlength,

be -done to enforce. mdu{hy,_and ta
make moderate labour habitual and en-
tertaining to the poor, as it. ;Lppcars to -

be in: Holland and . France ; more efpe~

cially in the former, where I am well
" inforihed ‘that thofe: who have been ac-
Luf’romed to 1abou1, woqld 1ath§:r work -

than fit fidl,

"Tobe as c]cfu and exphmt as 1 can |

on this important fubjeﬁ I {hall d1v1de

it into two parts.  In the firlt, T thall
confider what methods are moft likely

1o
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o promote ge_ner:al' induftry among tliof_'c_"

‘who do labour, but labour only a part
~of their time; .and, in the fecond, 1

fhall g:,on-ﬁdé.r' the me_tliods moft l_ikely'

%o p1cvent vagran*cy and common begg-_

gmg, and to lowcr thc poor’s rates.

- Fieft then T am to confider. the. mo&.
proba_b__l_e_ methods to promote - general
indufiry -among thofe who-do labour,
but- th labour only a part Qf then‘

time, -

In the courfe of the precedmc pages
I have repeatedly thewn the advantages

' anﬁng to the poor themfclves, from con-

. ;nak__e_ men good hufbands, good_fit_heu,

gd,_dd_- mgmbers of fociety ; and fuch as is
attended with health, peace and happi-
nefs. I have alfo thewn that the very re-

verfe of this awaits thofe who {pend their
- money, and their -more- precious time,
in 1dlenefs and dcbaucher, ; paying h;gh ‘
taxes, ‘which they otherwife need not

P,
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pay; ne:gle&mg theit. famlhes and dc-«

ftroying their conflitutions. -

 But as none of thefe da&rlnes are
- new; and” as thefe confequences have
- -been- found by etpetﬁeace, ever to at-
" tend right afid wrohg adxions, and yet

people goon in the fame road of folly
a0d wickedpes 3 1 delpair of feeing any
great good arife frotm precept and ex-

_;ample._ Neceﬁuy alone can operdte

powerfully enough to produce thefs
wifhed for changes in the condu of
“the - manufaé’curmg populace of thlS
kmgdom.\ SR
- TheDutch Iabourmg people belnc' thts
fobereﬁ and moft induftrious in Europe,
one is naturally inclined. to think that
 their police muft be excellent, and theiy
poor’s laws well framed and duly Exe
ccuted : - therefore, as it may not be dif-
acrteeable nor perhfxps unmfhuétmg, to
the readcr to {ee a patt of them, I fhall
_copy here, an extralt of a letter, written
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by an Englith crentleman, in Holhnd,
{0 Dd&o; DAVENANT;

SiRr, . _
' Tt is ea{y to aniwer youe .
queftion'; How dre the poor fhaifitained
m Hoiland ? But to do it fo 2s to pleafc
you; who- look farther than tbe outﬁde_
-of ‘thirigs, would féquire more than one
day or one letter. However, I will be
a5 partlculal as I am able to bc on thxs |
ﬁ.b_]eé’c on o thort a warning, fenﬁblc

: that it is of the ‘gieateft confequence to

, anid that thofe who never conﬁdered

_it W1]1 hardly imagine what an im-

imienfe profit Enoland m1ght ihake, by
fettmg her poor ‘to work, befides all

,the adVantages ofgettmg "1d of all your '

f)lck-—pocketq &c. &c. &e.” I will firft |
give you fome extracts of the laws of.
this couhtry, about the poor, and then

) an. account ovc the:r pr a&icc

The cc.rhcﬂf law that Iﬁnd in t‘]e;r
ST ﬁawqe
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ftatute books, :-relating---__-to'- the. po_ci_r,_.;_,:\-is.
a long one, of the emperour CHARLES

the Vih. Oé’cober 7s 153r.,
It ena&s,

‘AR T 1CL e IX

That wheieas the poor of our pro-
vmces arc NOw rnuch more in number
than they formerly ufed to be, and
whc.rcas it 1s found by experlence, that

many. abufes have arifen fwm fuffermg

them to beg and afk alms*k parucularly

| that it fixes them in 1dlencfs, which
is the bf:gmmng of all evil, and that

neither thcy nor their clnldren fo]low

any trade or ‘method of getting ‘their
| lwmg, but are thus brought into bafe'
_a&mns, and 2 bad manner of hfe, fo_

that, when young, ﬁrorxg and healthy,
_they neverthelefs extort, by great im-

-~ * This feems  to imply that therc was not thcn_
any law agfnn{’c beggary. -

Portumtlcs
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p01 tunities, what ought to go to the'
xmpotent poor. |

ARTICLE'_X,

“That no one; be it man or woman, |
from this time forward thall beg or atk
“alms, by day or by night, fecretly or
openly, m the i’crcets, in the churches,'l '
nor in nor ‘at the houfes of our good
people, in' any manner whatever upon,
the penalty that whoever aéts’ contrary

1o this law, f(hall be put, for the firft |

oﬂ'encc, . pnfon, and fed with blead
and water®* ; ; and, _for;_thc fecond, -be

| Whlpped

AR T 1CLE ;ixin."",'
WhoeVer fhall permxt theu ch11d1en,
Whethcr great or {mall, to commit any

rafcalhty, or to beg and afk alms, Ihall .
undcrgo the aforefaxd penalues, and

*‘ Tlns is pr obably the greateﬂ. pum{hment that

'could be mfh&ed on our POOrq

fhc_ '
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the chlldlcn {hall be cmreé’ced aceords -

ing to the dlrecftion of our oﬂicars, .

ARTICLE.XV;

We‘ forbid all perfons, who by thetts |

felves or. their ch11dren Gmoy any. thare

-of the diftribution of the alms purfe,

from henccforth to go into and conyerfg
in tavems, cabarets, or fuch like Places $
We, hksewxfe, forbid them playmg at

_mnc-p1ns, bowls, dlce, or other fuch |
forbidden games; 'upon pams of arb;-_' |
| trary pum{hment confcntmg, neverj:hc-f :
lefs, that they may fometimes. drink 3
pot of beer for ‘recreation, w1th then-

wives; but not- to be drunk
The above laws were all made beferc

th.e reformation.  The firft ¢di@ of the

ﬁateo and cities of Holland was en the

mneteentn of March, 16;4

.:_ARTECLE___I_.

That all ‘men and women who, be---T
mg “in health go 2 beggmg, or .are
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- Vagabonds, either im the towns or open

countries, fhall be oblxged within four
days from the publication of this edict,
to quit the _-pr_ovinc_:‘e_of Holland, or ta

acquaint the magiftrate, where they

defign to get their livelihood, by work -

~ or by trade, and to, give him a declara~

tion who they are, whence they came,
what is their bufinefs, and, likewife,
where they lodge, and pray permiffion
to flay in that place one, two, or three

~ days; engaging themfelves net- to beg-
~ in the mean time. - -

AR TI C-'_L E. IV,
The beggars and vagabonds who are
not able or fit to work, fhall, within
two days after the pubhcatan of this
cdl&, be fent to the place of - then
shode, and from thence they are forbid
to wander, or beg, under the penalty

~ of being, for the firft offence, put to
a diet: Of b;’ead and Watcr, and fm the

fccond .
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- fecond offcnce, to be whipped- and ba-

nithed ; and, for the third offence, pub~

- ]iékly WhlPP"fd’ | _mark_ed with the burn-~

ingnir'on," and banithed again. |
ART 1c L B

The parents and Iodcrers of chlldren,

“as well above, as under elg’nt years 'old,
are required to take good care that their

children do not go a begging, under

~the penalty of bcmg pumfhed as beg-

trars themfelves. o

‘AR TICL E X,

Officers are required to fearch inns,
and all fufpeé’ced places, to find out

beggars, and apprehend them

'I‘lms far, the fates “and c1t1es of

' Holland» The next law is'a. placart of

the Umtcd Provmccs, ]unc 25, 1649

AR'I‘ICLE:‘I_I_V.}

It 11keW1fc ena&cd that every.
town, vﬂlage or Pan{h fhall malntam_

 FRADE AND COMMERCE, "

its pom out of the i mcome of its chanta- -
ble foundauons and colle&mns as.far-as .
it will g0; and in cafe thefe means. fhall

Afall thoit, - then the. mag1ﬂrates thall

“maintain’ them at the genexal expence'

of the 1nhab1tants, as can mofit conve-
niently be done ;- prowded always that
the poor be bbliged to work-and labour;
gither for merehants; farmers; &e. &c.
according te their ftr ength and abilities,

~ for reafona.ble Wages, in order that they |
. may, as far as. poflible; be {upported
that way ;- provided” alfo, that they are

.to be. mdulcred m no 1dlenefs or mfo-e_ |
: lencca o -

o

A R T'ict EIX
To the end that the officers of theﬁ

ftowns and open countrlcs may be bettel :

informed and- advertmcd Whexc vaaau '

bonds and oﬁ"endcrs are, we command

and ‘tequire - thein, and ‘their under

-officers, to go .a_bou__t all_oxdlmry mar- -

Q... . kets,
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- kets, thumhﬁs, h@fpxtals, and . pmr

bonfes, upon fir-days, marriages, and’

Huch -like affernblies of feafls, - where

‘thefe offenders “are generally found, to
- _take them ‘up, and proceed agam& thcm

-accordmg to t!ns edict., ..

ARTI!LL’E '

. And to provide agamﬁ thc chcats,
| fwhr,ch forne beggars practice, of appear-

ing to ‘be affli¢ted with ﬁcknefs, or

otherwife infiem or Iame ; it 18- ordercd,
~that beggars fufpedted of fuch deceit,

fhall, by order of the magiftrate, and
at the expence of the place where takcn, -
be m{itcd_ and examined by {worn phy- .
~ ficians and furgeons, that the trath be-

ing known, thofec who have been guilty

- of fuch chcats, may be. punithed ac-

cording to the nature of their offence.

ARTICLE XL

S Ch_a_rging and.commanding all officers
of juftice, in their 'refpe&ive.diﬁriéts.',- to
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~ do their duty, by apprehending all fuch

1dlers, ‘wanderers and vagabonds, on
pain of bemg, not only arbxtrarxly pu-
nifthed, but of. being obliged to pay all
the damages which may happen t6 any’
perfon, through their having- ncglc&cd |

. to- apprehend fuch offcndcrs

ARTICLE.XV.f_
“And that no difficulties may be made

'by Juf’clces, or officers of particular.
~ places, before whom the faid offenders
 fhall be brought, about the “judging
 thefe offenders, ‘we ftritly  and ex-

prefly command, that whoever fuch of-

~ fenders are brought before, he fhall be
: obhged to examine and-fentence them,
~ upon pain of being not only deprived

of ‘his oﬂice, but otherwﬂ'e arb1trar1,ly B

) pumfhed

Thefe are fome of the heads of the
laws of the Dutch, relative “to ‘their

~ poor. T hey are certaxnly wife and

Qz ~good:
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oood but I moft admire thofe Whlcn

are made to cnfmce thc executmr_[ of thc: .

refl, fuch as the two laft articles..

- We have many very good laws re~

latw\. to vagrants and common beg ggars ;
but- their- execunon is fhamcfu]ly ne—
gleé’[ed and even in the cities of Lon~

don and ‘Weftminfter, where every pa- =
rith has "an officer, ‘whofe particular’

buﬁnefs it is. to prevent common ‘beg-~
ing, you cannot ftand a2 minute at
- your ‘door, but fome objeé’c either of
- real or fmgned diftrefs, - folicits. your

chauty wuh ‘the mof’c dlfameeable im-

- portunity. ThlS is haldly ever known

in Holhnd for uhe laws are good and -
‘they are duly executed. .. But, wnetheL |
the goodnels of' thcn’ poors laws, and
thr* due execution of them, are the {ole

caufcs of that habitual mduﬁ'ry Whlch
1619.15 among them, I will not deterﬂ-

mine. It is probable that necefﬁty frft
prompted 1t and ‘habit madc it agree-

. ablc.
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able. - 'This bungs me back to my {‘uﬂ: :

propofition; namely,

To confider the moft .Plobqb]c mest

“thods to promote  general - induftry,

gmong thofe who do labour, but’ who

: labom on]y a part of their time.

* 'This is univerfally allowed to be the :
moft readily effeCted by mcmaﬁng the

- namber of labouring hands. The moft:

expeditious way of mcreaﬁng the num--

~ ber of ]abourmg hands, is, mofk cer-’

tainly, a ‘general naturalization; whlch
would be | giving a pubhc mwtanon 10
a numoer of induftrious people to come -
and enjoy the pnvﬂeoes of Enghﬂ]men

"Thefe privileges are fo well known,'

and are held in fuch e{hmatlon, by fo-‘

‘reigners, “that, I doubt. ot but we
~ thould have many come among us, who
, Would bc contented and } napp r to work

fix duys for the famc W’lO'CS “that. our

'people now earn in four. The: confe-

ciuence Would be, that our labouuno

(Lg B Beo%ﬂc |
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pboPIc would be’ under a neceflity. of.__ ,
~ doing the fame, ~provided the- laws

agamﬂ: 1dlenefs were duly cxecuted

~_'But; if a {cheme of géneral natura- |
-llzanon thould. not. be agreeable, fome
other way {hould be fo_u_nd out- to in= -

creafe the number of ‘working hands ;

at leaft, of hands able to work, whofe

“labour might be enforced by the laws.
- Now, in mder to do thlS, I humbly.
} propofe, ) :

1, That a tax be lald on men and

‘boys, not employed in trade or agri--
culture, but as footmen, &c. in a pro-
‘portion,. fomething of this fort;- every
~ mafter or miftres to pay.for one foot-

man, two pounds per annum ; for two,

fix 'pOunds for three, twelve pounds; -
for four, twenty pounds, and fo on.
Howevel .the wi{dom of parhament will
much better dete1m1nc the prop01t10n
“than I can do.. | - a
“Such a tax would brmo' in a very_

c.omﬁderable {fum ﬁom thofe Who Lould
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afford:to pay it, and ‘might be applicd
to..the relief of - tradf:,' b}? 'caﬁﬁg it of
fome tax ot ether, or elfe to relieve -
the: Jand-tax bcﬁdes which, if the

folly and extravagance of the pe@ple of

this kingdom rife not ‘beyond all ‘mea-
fure, a. great: number of able hands.“'
would want employment; and, th@ugh-
fome of them,. from hvmg Iwmrmns
idle lives, might, at firft, take to very
bad courfes rather than labour; yet, by
a due execution of the laws,. particu-

lasly- thofe hereafter mesntioned, they
 would, by degrees, fall into manufac-

tures and ~agriculture, ansi add to the
riches of ‘the ftate, by mcreaﬁng the
number of ufeful hands.

2, Next, that every ubf’caciu W'inch

N lies in the road to ma‘mmemy may be'
.removed 'k humbly pmpai‘e a repaa] R
of the may rxage ack..

'3, That every cncoﬁragcment ma}r be |
gwm to matsimony; I humbly propofe,

QJ;. - That-
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T hat the waﬂe crown - lands , Wthh

- are fuppofed to be. about 3,000,000 of
acres, fhould be given as marriage por— .
tions to the eldeft daughters of labour= .
irig people living neareft to fuch lands; . |
fay twenty acres to each;. which would :

- portion out:150,000; with a certain con-.

dition; viz. that unlefs thefe. landq are -

cultwatcd W1thm a certain . time. after

~ the marriage, thcy thould be forfeited. .
~"The children of thefe marriages to be .

all cmployed in aguculture. -

And, as a farther encouragement ta .
matrimony, and to remove the fears -
which many have of not being able to .
maintain large, féitriilies, “and th are -

thereby deterred f10m 111arry1n I
- humbly propofe,

- 4, That no labouring - pelfon fhall -

have above two- children to maintain,

# This has been P r)p(:)ﬁ..d by aj:idic':ious author,
in a uaa entu]ed Obflervations on the Number
and foery of the Poor. '

 nlefy
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unlefs they. chufe it: all. above that :
number . to be deemed . the ‘children of
the ftate, and to be brought up - at the

expence of the ftate, in a way which
will- be hereafter mentioned ; or Cany .

:'o'zher more 2pproved by the legiflature. -

~And, ftill farther to increafe. the._"

numbel of ufeful hands, and thereby to 5

~ encourage induftry, and lower the price.
- of labour; T humbly ‘propofe,

- 5, 'That all dcbtors be, once in a
year, releafed from prifon, on their ef-.

| feé’cs bein_g'_ properly fecured  to - their -
- creditors ; in-doing, which; if any wil=.

ful ‘deception, -.-_o'r__'_'éheat hould appear, -

~ the debtor then to be treated-as a felon, .

Maény now live idle in jails, who could, ':

' byvth_éir _la'bour', contribute to the com- -

mon welfare, and incr_e'aﬁ_: th(_é fl_:otjk of .

the kingdom. .

But, to carry this fchemc of mcreaf—

¥ ing the number of ufeful hands, to.its.

utmoft cxtent Ihumbly pmpofc | .
| 6, That_' .
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6y That all crimes;. thch the Taws:
“have not deemed ‘capital (maﬁy will
add; and thofe alfo) may . be punifhed:
by labour, and by living on bread and:
‘wates. This kind of punithment is:
found to be very effectual in Holland;

and, probably, it would have .a ‘fill

L grrzatcr effet in England ‘where people
~vitk even their hves, to pugchafe idles

aels 'xnd luxurions lwmg

* 75 Thumbly propole, that the numbcr |
of tlpplmg -houfes: be greatly reduced;’
- gamd that no’ fort of _gammg be allowed.

in them, under a very fevere: penalty,

. mauch greater than Whaﬁ is. ﬂxed by our
prefcr}t taws. - -

- AT the foregoing artxcicg reIate to
my firft confideration; viz. the moft.
- probable methods to promote general
mdafiry among thofe who do labour,
- but Who Iabour only a part of thclr
._‘ﬂmﬁ .
' I now comc te. my ﬁ:cmd hcad vm, o

1o
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to confider the methods which are moﬁ: |
likely to prevent vagrancy- and common, '
- begging, and te lower the poor’s-rates..

- Various have been the fchemcs hi-

) therto propofed to extirpate idlenefs,

reftrain excefs and debauchery, prevent

vagrancy, affift -induftry, employ the

poer, and eafe the Jands of the hcavy
~ burthen of poor’s -rates; but, as yet,
~ ‘they have all proved ineffe¢tual and
abortive: for, fince the days of: Do&or

DaveNaNT, 2 great projecor in thefe

. matters,_ the poor’s-rates have been Gid .
to be increafed; from about 700,000

pounds per annum to 3,000,000,
_This manifeftly evinces, that the:

fchemes already formed and executed,
‘have not. anfwered the ends propofed.
. However, I muft own that the calcula-
“tion which makes the amount of our
pﬁ_o_r’s-rates.to ‘be 3, 00'6-,"000, appears,. . -

to me', to be erroneous; and, there- |

- -'fore, I thall pr oduce my authonties

3 SR Some'_’..
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Some few years ago, Vely great cla-'
“mours - were * raifed ‘in regard to the" -
_poor’s<rates being extremely high..

Z-Th'e patliament then . p'rOCur'ed fome

account of ‘what was’ pa1d to the poor"
1n- fundly places ;- wheleupon it was:
faid, in the- public prmts, and by the
 Dean of GLouceEsTER, that the calcu-
lation. for thc whole" kmgdom was at
leaft 3,600,000 per annum. It has
- alfo been ﬁud fince, by Mr. POSTLE-‘-_'
_ _THWAYTE, 1 the la{’c ed1t10n of - his
.- D16’c1onarj of Trade and - Commerw,

‘that' the "poor’s-rates - amount to three
- millions and 25" half; but, from the -

beft calculations “which I can obtain

from. feveral  judicious friends, who:

have made thefe matters their ftudy,

zmd who ‘have been aflifted by both-
~ clergy and laity, in examining into the
number of 1nhab1tams, lands, and- their -
value, : payments to the poor ‘of various
'me{hes, &c. it has. been found, upon’

_ coms

. EANE
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~computation, .that the totad of the -
poor’s-rates throughout the - kmgdom

cannot, at this - -time, - amount to. more

‘than-. two millions and .an: half fo that"_
~the above calculatlon of the Dean, -and
. hkewmfc that of Mr. POSTLETHWAY'I‘E{.

appear to. be foundcd in corgeé’cure, ra=

‘ther than fmmed fxom an e{hmate of
| _pau(h returns. "

Dr. DAVENANT ef’cxm'lted that, in
hlS time, three-fourths of the labourmg-'

~ people in this kingdom were employed |

in huﬂ)andry 1 fuppofe there are not,
at prefent fo great a-proportion | of our

_.labourlng poor -employed - that Way |

However, in the villages where the
poor f{ubfift by agriculture, the. pOOT’S=:

rates are but a trifle; pnnupaily owing "

to the ﬁugahty, mduf’ny, and fobrlety

-~ of _thefe_peqpl_c, - It is on the cities and

manufacturing towns that the load of
of poor lies: and yet, it is thought

that even thefe.do not pay two thillings

2 | | - in
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in the pound, ‘and the v;llagcs not

above four pence or fixpence.
. Seme manufa&uring towns, indeed,

_pay three thillings in the pound; and -
© fome. vﬂlagcs lying near manufa&urmg |
towns, - pay from fixpence 1o a thilling
in-the pound; but, I have, as nearas I

" can, taken the averaged proportion, and
I cannot find that the total of the
poor’s-rates in’ this kingdom amounts
to more than two millions and an half

per annum, as before faid, Thls, in-
‘deed, is a very large fum, and furely

: 'mi'ght, and ought to be Ieflened: tho’
the great. evil does not lie fo much’ on

the fum pald to the poor's-rates, as

~in the great numbcr of beggars and va~
| 'grants, ‘who might be employed -to*ad.-u
| vantagc in-our manufatturies.

"T'o do this then, would be rernovmm
a very great nuifance ; would tend to
promote 2 . general {pirit of induftry;
o and by increafing the number of worke -

g
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ing hands, Jeflen the. price of labour in

QR manufaétures, and confequcntly mQ -

rcreafc our foreign trade. .
| “Towasds xemedying thefe »evﬂs, and
g}mducmg thefe falutary effe@s, 1 with

_:w contribute :to thc utmo& @f my'_'

- pewer..

“There aie certam kmds of p@or, wh@ .

_ muﬁ: always be a burthen to the. I’catea o

whom o fcheme, hewfocver well fram-
wed and executed .can - reheve it fmm.

'Thefe will be mentmned in- thear due .

‘{)Tdﬂl’ S B

It 1s: for thofe who are able t@ W‘O“’L

B that ‘we -are to find empioyment, it is
“the labour and induftry of thofe, which

we are to cnfarce for this will pmvc

: extremely ufeful in a variety of ways. =

‘With this view I fhall offer my fen-
timents to the public; hopmg they will
be. enlarged aad 1mproved up@n by .

- wthers,

: Amongﬁ a varxety ef' fchemcs now
beforc ..
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before me, I pay gréat attentlon to on€y
| whwh, about five years fince, was forms
ed into an at, and paﬁ'cd the Houfe_

. of Cemmem., The ‘intention of this
...:aét may be feen by th¢ preamble, which

was 2s. fallows‘ «¢ And whereas, by'

¢ means of the prov1ﬁons aforefmd

s the rates colle&ed for. the ufc of the
'-?_ _poory may, in a {hort t1me, be great-‘_
#¢. 1y reduced, and_,the,_ poor, _mf’:ead of
¢ being dangerous and grievous to the
¢ _community, be rendered highly ufe=
'._"."ful and beneﬁcml, as by then' in-

¢ duf’cry they may. be ‘made, net only

“«¢ to contibute to the mutual ald and
e rchcf of each othel, but likewife to
..,".‘,.,L'he promotmg of agmculture, and to
¢ the manufa&uring of great quantities’
_é:_.'.of commodities, for whn,h vaft fums -
'_‘?'.are ROW pa.ld to - fore:gn countrles
"'."" be it therefore ena&ed &e” But '

thls mll for - very: good reafons no

-'_'.:.fdoubt, was tthWIl out n the Houﬁ, of ;

Lordsq
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Lords. However, 1 have adopted Inany
things in that fcheme and have ieferred -
to it for many partlculars, omitted in
minie ! I'am pleafed whenever Iagrce "
with the author of that fchcmé yet I

am not athamed. to d1fFer from hun m
fome material mﬂ:ances.

"I have afferted in the forcoomg tra&: -
th'1t nothing but neceflity will- produce |

Iabour and mdu{’cry ; and as this opmlon :

hath been apploved by many, and con-

: tr’ld16ted by none, I fee no Ieafon for |

altermg it, and thelefme fhall alfo.

make neceﬂity the primum mobxlc, in

this my prefent fyftem. ~ .
- It has been found, by evpemence, to
be very difficult to keep paupers clofe]y

at Work, and to - make them of any -

real f'erwcc, under the rules of a com="
mon workhoufe, Where they are fed at
one common table provzdc.d by the

' guai_dmns of the | poor.

Their work, in {uch houfes, -ix?:: hfa{vief '
‘ TR found



.24‘::4._ THQUGHTS O'N

fgu;ld to be of very little value, and the

expence as great, O greater, W1th1n,
than out of the houfe.

. This ﬂlews that they muﬂ: be lgud-
under an abﬁ)lute neceﬂity to labour,

by a dread of ﬁnpes, or a fear of the

'want of neceﬁ‘ar:.es, and of living on

bread and Wa,ter, which When _}udm;.-
ouﬂy blended wxll probably, produce
mdaﬂry : the wzmt of proper means to

~enforce. whmh hath been one. of the

caufes why the fchemes already formed

) have proved abortwe oL
Ii' a workhoufe feh me is to. anfwer

any good purpofe, in regard to clearmg

our fireets and highways of vagrants
.and common beggars, in regard to extir-
_ patmg idienefs,’ debauchery and excefs,

- promoting a (pirit of induftry, lowering
the price of labour in our manufacturies,
and eafing the lands of the heavy bur-
 then of poor’s rates; fuch houfe muft .
be made an hqufe of terror, and not an

A afylum
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- alylum for. the poor, where they are to

“be plentifully fed, warmly and decently
“cloathed, and where they do but Little

work : the having of fuch. houfes, and

~ the leflening of the poor’ 3’ rates, are ab-

folutely mcompanble. SR

- The experience of all ages .proves, -
- that neither pride, nor a diftant profpe&" :

of diftrefs, are fufficient to fupprefs {loth
and debauchery, and 1ntroduce cecono=
my - if they werc; there Would be very .’
few poor. A poor-houfe, as I. have
{4id above; muft. then Be an- houfe of
térror and punifhment; not an houfe of
plenty and afHuence, without Iabourm g

- to obtain. it; and, therefore, the pro= .

pofing to maintain the’ poor better inag |
wo1khoufe, and at the fame time to eafe

‘the poot’s rates, muft not only be m--.”
__compatlble, but alfo fubverfive of in~
- duftry outof it,  If the poor can find a

~ maintainance withiout ]abour, they Wlll
- not labour. o

Rz Labowr
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Laboul muft, thelefore, be made thef
‘means of the poor’s obtammg fupport 3

“otherwifc they will be for ever idle.

- Thxs, 1 hoPe ‘has been c]ear]; thewn. -
Idlenefs and debauchery can never be
| bam[hed but by feverity, Thefe evil
| c_u[’c_om_s_ and habits being a confequence '
“of one fet of paﬁicns, _ another 'fet muft
be applied to, in order. to conquer- N
'-them.. v o
Love of hbexty, feaL of pumﬂ’]ment,'_
| hunge1, thirft, &e. muft be oppefed: ta
- idlenefs, love of mtomcatmg hquors,
gammg, fuft, &c.-&ec.. . . . _
. The great art’ feems to'lie in. properly

combating the habitual errors of the.

poor 3 fOI thefe muft be firft rooted out
~of their minds, before habits of fobriety -
and. induﬁry can take place in them ;

and one way to do this feems to be, the

laléLCiilg of the poorin fuch a fituation, - | E
that lofs of liberty, hunger, thirft, &c.
A{hould be the immediate confequences

of

I
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sof idlenefs and dCb’lUChCIy, and on
“the other hand that - hberty, plenty,

decency and refpe,:thould be the con-

{equences of fobricty and mdu{’cry |
~ Any conhderable degree of prudence
and’ ceconoemy among the poor, would

e unneceflary,” Their expence fhould
" be conftant ‘they fhould {pend all they

¢arn ;- but t’hen thev thould: fpend 1t in |
ncceffaues for themfelves and ffmnhes, -

- and not to purchafe fup&flﬂlhtltis, or the o

means of a debauch.

By being fobel, honeft and mduﬁ:u-
ous, they could always procure credit

©.In times: of ﬁckne{'s or-other diftrefs ;

and fo not pxove an 1mmednte burthen

- to the parlfhes, as they do at prefent.,

But, as aprudcnt populace 15" never |

- to be expeé’red the tafk we have on
~our hands is to. manage an 1mp1ude11t

one . in fuch manner, -that their vxces
may be rendered. as little  hurtful to

themfelves ‘and to 1001cty ag poffible.

Rg._' It
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It is ‘the province of thée pohncmn, by

countera&mg the paffions of the popu-

'lacc, to convert their errors into ad-
vantages, and thereby to oblige vagrants

and other idle peor to labour, and by

~their labour to maintain themfelves, as
wc]l as to afﬁﬂ: thofe who are unable to

work

Now, in brder to _]udge more accuratcly

'of thefe affairs, it W1ll be propcr to con~ >,
:ﬁ.dcr, Firft, what forts of poor we have :
- Secondly, the moft obvious caufes of

their poverty ; and, Thirdly, how to

| rcm'cdy_the e\'fil 'confequences attcnding B

it.

Firft theh our poor conﬁ{’c of or=
'phans, aged impotent, fick, lame,
idiots, lunatics, and 'vag'ra,'nts,' or other
- idle pcrfons who can labour and will

not.

Secondly, we are to tlace the caufes
- of

“This is the prmmpal objc& of my:_
' prcfent conﬁderanon '
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of their poverty 3 s and Wwe 1mmcd1ate!y -

find that the poverty of all thele, va~ |
grants and idle perfons only excepted,

arifes from natural cavfes, and that their
~ill effe@s are not to be prevented by

human prudence.. Thefe, therefore, are
proper objeéts of chanty, and muft bc‘-
provided for. |

No {chéme, asl faid above, ¢ can pre-
vent thefe from being a burthen to the
lands ; any farther than as fuch fcheme

- may operate towards the obliging va-

grants and other idle poor to labour,

" inorder not only to maintain themfelves,

but to contribute alfo- to the main-
tenance of the impotent poor. .
* As for vagrants and common beggars,

the final caufes of their poverty - are

idlenefs and debauchery ; but the caufes
of their idlenefs. and debauchery may bé

“various: I will enumerate fome of them,

1. The great number of €ippling-

Ihoufes, in which the idle poor play .

Rq. I at



8 THOUGHTS 0N

- at cazds,_nme pms, ﬂdufﬂe board, and
cher low games. It as not merely the

love. of eafe, itis not mere lamnefs, that

 makes our poor qult then work ;- but

the love: of gaming cand. 111t0x1cat1ng
hquors, wlnch ‘operate hke powerful

- opiates, lullmg theu' reafon and their

confciences intoa dmgemus calm. Such

places are not.only the caufes of idlerfe_fs

and  debauchery in. Vagrants, but alfo

~of thofe who work a part of. their_time,
~ for which they will be paid high wages,
- There are but féw alehoufes in Holland,
and in thofe few, gammcr is cautxouﬂy

prevented.

1. Another caaf"e of thelr 1d1enefs__
,and debauchery, is - mdlfmeet charity,

To be humane, generous: and compaf-

fionate to proper objects, is no'bIC and
praife- worthy, but it thould be conﬁ-'
dered,  that Very few Who “beg in the
- hreets,_wuhout a pafs, can be -proper
3 ebJe&s of charity ;- to reheve them then

/. . :_ - . 1,:1
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ds to oppofe the laws of the commun1ty,3
- and to encourage idlenefs. . O

II1. Another caufe of the 1d1enefs and
debnuchery of our poor 1is,. conteﬁed'
cle@ions. . Thelfe, indeed, _d_o_.not come

. often ; perhaps if they did, tlie centeﬂ:

would not be fo violent, no1 attended
with. fuch bad Confequences ‘The pom,

: ‘for__‘ f_eve1al m_onths, both before and
after an ele&ion, live in one continued

fcene of I‘lOt and. debauchery, and they
do not return regular 1y to their labour

in a long time : many. contrack habits
of idlenefs, and turn. vagrants or robs

~bers, and.many dze of‘excefs 'md ﬁttmg B

up 1ate. B .
'S Anothe1 encour awement 1f 1t may

; _not be ftiled a caufe of the vices above~

mentioned, is 2 fet of pqm s-laws il
cqleulated and ill enforced. .

'Thefe laws then, it is moﬂ: cer tamly

; conﬁ{’cent with the WlfL].OIn of the e«

giflature to repeal or alter; and it ap-
2 : o pears
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" peats to me -'p.a'r‘fti-%::i?x_lé“ﬂy ‘neceflaty, tos

tally to abolifh the power of the jafs

tices of the peace, with regard to the
zelief of the poor. |

- Qar poor s-]aws are, at prefe;&t, =2

frare to the poor, and leave them loofe
to idlenefs, debauchery, and infolence;
‘Becanfe they depepd on thefe laws ‘f(’)’t’
fupport in neceflity; and, knowing that
= juftice of peace will relieve them;
. they defpife - parith officers, infult the

~ imhabitants, and ‘do not think them-

felves obliged to their benefaé’cors tox
wflat they receive. -

It s upon the poor’s. laws that the

~ poot rely, and not upon their own be-
haviour and condud ; and this tends to

deftroy all fubordz'natlon, as well as |

 gratitude - and mutual efteem. I the
poor confidered their. relief as a bene-=
~ faftion, it would produce in them re-
verence and grantude towards their
benefadors;: and this would hkewxfe

beget
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beget efteem and compaffion in their

fuperiors : but, as the law now ftands,

Coall thofe mutual endearments are loft ;-
~ the poor infult the rich, and the nch
defprc and hate the poor. |
- Thirdly, we are to confider the moft .
likcly way to remedy thofe evils. . And,"
Firft, I humbly conceive this may,
~ in a great meafure, be done, by lodgmg
the power of ordering relicf to paupers,
in the breaft of a veitry, formed of thofe
who pay twenty ﬂnlhngs and upwards,'

per annum, to the poor’s rate; and the
majority of fuch veftry to order what

- they deem prudent; by which means
the relief of the poor, will depend upon

their f{obriety, rcgular condu&, induf-
try, real neceflity, and the like, and ap-
pear as proceeding from the generoﬁty
of the pay-mafters.

- Poverty, thus: relieved, Would con=
fider itfelf as under oblxgatxons to the

humanity which fuccoured it, and not

look
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ook upon the help which 1t recewed,
- .as an aid.’due to'it by lawr. |

" Should it ‘be objected, that, 1f this
~ was the cafe, the poor would be ﬁarv—

- ed; I reply; that, if I am rightly in-

formed, there is hardly any community

in the world that is obliged, by law, to
- jmaintain its own poor, exceptmg En-

gland; ‘and. yet, that the poor are as

.plentlfully and generouﬂy relieved. in

other countries as in this. Blfhop BUR-'
 NET fays, . 6 Scotland is the pooref’c part

<< of this ifland; there are no laws there
¢ for maintaining the poors. and yet,
¢¢ they are, always plentifully 1eheved *

" TThis is al{o the cafe with the Dutch “and

- the Hans-Towns in general.  In Ham-
: burgh -one of the greateﬂ; tladmg cities

in ‘the. Wozld thej have no ]qws for
‘maintaining their poor;. and yet, .they

have fcarce any beggars, and Vely few |

cnmmals '

. But, i order to make thlS ]a{’c pro=

-.poﬁglon of the ufe which I mtended it
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ﬂzould be, T earneﬁly recommend it to'
the' better {ort of people in-every parith,

that ‘they " make a “point “of - attendmg |

thefe vef’cnes, and not to leave this im~

. portant coneern to'a few of the inferior”

inhabitants ; mfeﬂm, 'F-mean, as to
under[’candmg as welt as fortune, who
are fond of power, and” of talking

" themfelves into eonfequence s, Ifea1,-_

is the cafe, at prefent, with nine out of

_terr of the parlfhes throughout the kmg-_

dom. Tndeed, if the poor were to be -
relieved this' way and no dther, it is
reafonable to fuppofe that gentlemen of
nnder{’candmg and property, would f{o
far confider their own intereft and the'
welfare of the ftate, as to take care that‘ -

~ fuch’poor only are relieved, as are pro-
- per objets of charity; and that no
encouragement  be given to  idlenefs,

through prejudice or partlahty, Whleh 5
] fear, is fomenmes the cale at. prefent.
Bu@ though this '1ttent10n of the headu‘;

: of
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parifhes. would put the mdintenance of
~ the poor upon a much. better footing,

 than it is at prefent; yet, it would falk
~ far thort of the plan of which this i$

mtcnded to be a fketch ‘namely, the

obhgmg all thofe to labour who are
‘able to. do- fo, and by their. labour to |

maintain themfelves, and- con»tnbute O~

_. wards tha mamtamenance of the i 1mpo- '

tcnt poor. Therefore, -
Secondly, as a remedy fer the evxls;

.befbre-mentmncd B | humbly ‘propefe.

the. erecting of county workhoufes; and:

putting them. under preper. govemv:

,ment and reﬁn&non, Whlch wolldy

' _probably, be the. moﬁ cﬂ’eé’cual meane '

~of preventing. idlenefs. and vagrancy.
Thefe fpacmus fabncs * (hould "be

erct’ted _ -

* It may be obferved that this feems to contra

di&k the' fpirit: of the f'oregomg treatife, where dear-
nefs of- neceffaries. is' fuppofed: to be the grand’in=
- citement to.induftry : but, in a houfe of-this fort,

~ the
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eredted at places mpft convenient for
the bufinefs mtemdcd 0 be camed ~o<n in.

| thcm, neaz nawga.ble uvcrs, where Wi

ma.y bz: had on rea(bnablg tcrms.

-In thefe Eiace.s, moft, prope;: for each.
'manufaé’cory, the poos fhall be em-
ployed in, the manufactures of cordagc, |
fack-cloth, tent-cloth, hair-cloth, pack-

“thread; nets for the fithery, canvas for -

fpatterdafhes, fhirts, and. trow'f_crs,'woolﬂ '

~ en for foldiers cloaths, feamen’s jackets. .--_
: :zmd watch-coats, blankets tilts, for

WAZZONS, ‘mop-yarn, hats, :&Oc:kmgs,,,
and every, other, thing that can be car-
sied. on, for the ufe of the navy and

| .:a;_tt;_ly 5 'Which may be @aﬁly_.' l-c_a,rm?_;_:

the h‘aourets wxll haye no farp‘lua maney or tzme 3
’but ‘whatever they earn over and above their mc--

- ceffary expences, will ‘be converted to the ufes’

hereafter mentioned ; ; and, as they will be obliged .

' to conftant !abou\;, the lefs. their, neceﬁ'dry ex\pences

are, the bct‘ter {at the houfe. _ _
- which
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whlch 1equne no elecrance, and of Whch o

'_the materials are not veiy valuable.

TIn thefe Wm'khoufes I humbly - pro=

| :pofe that all -the foldiers cloaths and
thoes thould - be made, and that frony

'thefe manufacturies the “government’

{hould be furnithed with ‘whatever | is

wanted at a market price; giving thefe
~ houfes the preference of manufa&urmg

4lt kinds of commod1t1es waiited for the

ufe of the army and nav‘y But, be it

femembered, 1 do not p1op0fe that all

_'the houfes of this fort {hall be em-
"ployed in ‘manufaures for the ufes of
. the governrhent only, -thany of them,

* from theu' 11tuat10n, ‘and various other

caufes, may be better employed in ma-

_nufa&ures of other kinds; where, as
well asin thofe before- mentionied, mer=.
."chants, in genela] nmy fmmfh them- R

felves with fuch commodities as 1t be
fmts fuch. houfes to manufa&ure to ad-

o vantage, and thcfe, for many reafons,

W1ll
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will be of the coarfer kinds.. I only re=
commend the manufactures for the ufe

- of the navy and army; wherever it is

convenient, that the government ‘may
have immediately, and at all tlmes, the
power of countcnancmg and encourag-.

‘Ing this {cheme,

In places of this fort, where numbers
of perfons are always learning, the worle
thould require but little art, and the
materials fhould be coarfe, as there will

: frequently be a wafte of them. - Thls

is one reafon for recommendmg manu-
factures of hemp, flax, and coarfe wool;
and, provided the growth of hemp and
flax take place, to any confiderable de-

gree; in our. Americdn Colonies, as re~

commended in the courfe of this woi'k

. thefe manufa@ures might be extended

beyond our own confumptxon, which
is very great, and we might be able to

‘export them to advantage, and very foon’

regain whatever may be given in boun- -
| ' S o tigg
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‘ties to- encourage  thefe produétions.
Befides, the manufaluring principally

for the’ govémni‘ent, would give the

- legxﬂature an -opportunity of judging

whethier or no it be properly conduéted.
“This ufeful and extenfive plan, if ap~

| proved and brought to perfeGion, thould

be looked on as the offspring of a wife

'-and good government ; and, more efpe-

gially while in its infancy, fhould re-

‘ceive from the flate all neceflary af-

fitance and {upport. -

- If this is done, there does not ap-'

pear to be the l.eaﬂ: doubt but that the
fcheme will fucceed and provc of 1 in-
finite advantage. _ :

Thrrdly, in order that thefe manu-~ -

falturies may be. fupphed with hands, I

humbly propofe, that all beggars and

vagrants of every- denommatlon, {hall_

 be immediately conveyed to thefe work-

 _ houfes, there to be obhged to’ work for
' twclve momhs

}"ourihly,
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Fourthly, That they fhall not be al-

lowed above one half of what they earn
after they have learnt a trade, and that

~ the other half fhall be apphed to the

ufes of the houfe, and the fupport of
thofe ‘who cannot work.

Fxfthly, I propofe that every vagrant,

“when admitted, fhall apply himfelf to

that branch of bufinefs, if any fuch
there be in the houfe, which he under-
f’cands,-_ if there be no fuch, then to

~ learn that manufa&ure W'thh beft fuits

hlS ‘capacity and ‘abilities 5 and that he
may be excited to become mafter of his
bufinefs foon 1 propofe that he ﬁlall be

paid but two fhillings a week, to pur-
chafe. neceﬁ"anes, whilft he is learmng-

the manufadture; and that after he has

learnt it, he be paid in the’ fame pro- .
~ portion gs he would be i in any manufac-

ture of the fame kmd but notw1thm

fanding, agreeable to thc fourth article,

that he fhall not reccive above one half
' S 2 L of -
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of what he earns, to fupport himfelf o

and - further, that out of that half, he

{hall- depoﬁt threc pence a Week for ._

cloaths: ..+ - -

- Sixthly, that he fhall receive every

Monday morning one fourth part of

what he earned the week before, to buy

food; and on the Thurfday following,

Seventhly, I pr0pofe that he fhall
]abom fourteen hours in a day, allow-
1ng prop\,r time for his meals, in fuch

manner that there ﬂaall remam twelvc :

hours of neat labour.. This, where the

-Work 1s not hard, will not be thought'
~ too  ‘much ; all our Jlaws relative to

labour have fixed as’ ‘much or more.

‘Many thmk that vagrants ﬂlould be

quc to Work two hours more.

Ew‘l;ly, 1 propofe that paper money

be coined for the ufe of the houfe,
wmch may be advancsd beforc hand;

10

the- other fomth part, for the f-lme \
| ufe - :
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1o 'the fick, or otherwife; as neceflity

may require, or as encouragement. to
the decent, well behaved cleanly and
induftrious poor. . |

Ninthly, -1 propofe that v1é’cuahmo-
offices be eretted “in,. or adja_cmt_to,

_thefe houfes, for killing and drefing all

manner of provifions proper for the
labourers; . and alfo wale-houfcs for di-
ftributing all forts of nece{" aries ; wh;ch
fhall be {old out to _t_h@;_n_, at prime coft,
allowing only what is ncafo:_m’;g_lé_-fbr
drefling and wafte. = - o

In thefe offices,. IPIOPOLC tn.lf ﬂna‘l ‘
beer sfhould “ be brewed, coarfe b1ead

“baked, bacon, tripe, broth, __wl,tb,_...a_ll
manner of pig, and offal meat, {old

ready dreffed.. Here alfo fhouid be fold

cheefe, roots, cheap greens, &c. &e. all

at prime coft, allowing only the necel-

fary expences attending the piOVIdIDO"
~and fale of each article.

Thc fowoomg art1clc rclatcs pllI}C.i-
S3o o opaly
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- pally to accidental poor, and not to
vagrants, as will be prefently feen, and
muft certainly be very ufeful : but, as
it differs from any fcheme I have yet
met with, I beg ledve to obferve upon
it; that if every perfon in this houfe bé

left to purchafe his own provifions, and"
to fpend his money in his own way,

the more induftrious he is, and the
more frugal in his éxpences, the fooner
will he be able to difcharge all his obli-
gations to the houfe and to the parifh ;
the {ooner will he bc releafed from his
conﬁnemcnt, and have the full ad-
vantage arifing from his labour. Hence
great motives would arife to frugahty
and induftry, more efpecially among the
accidental poor, of whom I fhall pext
fpeak. |

~ Accidental poor are fuppofed toreceive
| nearly one thirdof themoney raxfedbythe
poor’s rate: thefe, then, require our prin-

c;pal conﬁderatlon 3 for impotent poor
‘muft
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muft always be a burthen, and vagrants
you would {foon have fewornone, provid-
ed your houfe be a houfe of hard labour,
and hard living ; as it muft be to them,
who are to purchafe all their neceffaries
with half of what they carn. And here 1T
muft obferve, that the building of vic-
tualling offices where no food 'is to be
fold, but fuch as it fuits the circum-
ftances of labourmg peoplc to eat; will
probably have a very good effe® on the
future ceconomy and living of thefe

~ people; for the prmmpal intention of

this plan is to eftablifh good habits.
By accidental poor, I mean fuch as

~are by ficknefs, or any other diftrefs,

deprived of the power to maintain them-
felves and families; and, as it would

‘be c_i'u(?ll to fend all thefe immﬁdiate]y
~ to fuch a houfe, I propofe,

Tenthly, That every accidental patt-

_~per, fliall have money advanced to him
‘by the parifli; in his or his families di-

- 8 4 firefs
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ftrefs, and that he be made a. de’btmr for

- it, in the panfh books; and “in his
_ health or at the removal of {uch diftrefs,
be obliged, by order of a veﬁry, to. pay
a Cerfaip fum, per week, towards re-
funding the parifh, according to his
abilities and the circumftances of the

times ; and in cafe of failure, to be fent .

to the work- houfe, there to- repay it
out of his earnings, and not to be dif-
charged till both houfe and parifh are
fully reimburfed all cxpence, and a cer-
‘tain, fum’ paid, likewife, towards the

fuppor’t of the impotent. - To this fort

of peor the obfervations above, in re-
gard to the purchafing their own pro-
' ._‘mﬁons, ‘principally relate. ' -

In my confiderations, a few pages
back, relative to'lowering the price of

~labour, I laid it down as a general

maxim, thw the moft- probable method,

was to increafe the number of labouring

hands, and propofed various ways of

.....
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-. ‘doing . this ; fuch as a general naturali-

zation; 2 tax on men fervants and
boys, not employed in trade or agricul-
ture; and, in order that every obﬁruc-
tion may be removed, and every proper
encouragement. be. given to matrimony,

I humbly propofed the repeal of the
‘marriage a&; and farther, that the

wafte crown-lands be given as marriage
portions, to the children of the poor,
living in the parifhes contiguous to thofe

Jands, on condition that they are culti-

vated in a ‘certain reafonable time, for

* this would tend to increafe the number

of hands in agriculture ¢ and Cff'e&_tlally

~ to remove the fears of young people, in -

regmd to their having a. number of

children to maintain by thc labour of

their hands, which may deter many

from marrying ; I propofe farther, that |

no labouring perfon fhall have above

~two children to maintain, unles he
'_ chufes it; and, that all above that

- number,
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number, either male or’ female,  {hall
be deemed ‘the children of the com-~
munity, be brought up at the general

expence, and in a way moft approved -
 byit. This brings me now to {peak of
fuch ch1ldren, as well as baflards and

other accidental poor chxldren, who have
loft their parents, &c.
I therefore, in the cleventh place,

'humbly_ propofe, that all children,

brought up at the public expence, fhall

- be fent to careful and wholefome nurfes;

that. three pence 2 week be added to

the common hire of parifh nurfes; and -

that, as a farther en'c_ouragemen‘t to the
care and tendernefs of thefe nurfes, all
fuch as return the children to the over=

* feers of the parifh, in good health and

anmaimed, thall receive one guinea

“over and above ber wages. That when
‘thefe children are four years old, they

{hall be fent to the county work-houfes;

n
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i a day, ‘and be kept fully employcd |
- the teft . of their timé, in" any of the
. manufatures of the houfe, which beﬂ:_

fuits their age, f’c‘rcn'gth” and capacity,

~If it thould be objected, that, at thefe

early years, they cannot be made ufeful,
Iteply, that at four years of age, there

are fundry employments in which chil= -

dren can earn their living; but, befides

that, there is a very confiderable ufe in

their being, {omehow or other, con=-
f’cant]y efiiployed, at leaft; twelve hours
in a day, whether they earn their living
or not; for by thefe means, we hope,
that the rifing generation will ‘be fo

| 'habltuate,d to conftant employment, that

it would, at Iength, prove agreeable and
éntertaining to them, as it appears to

be to the Dutch. And, indeed, this

feems to me to be the moft probable
~ineans of bringing about this defirable
- event ; for it fdems as eafy to make the

Ethiopian change his Ikm, &c. as to

- make
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make 'thofc'- who . are . accui’comcd_' to
labour but four days in 2 week, labour
~ fix, for the fame wages. . Invain do we
aﬂ'ufe thefe infatuated people, that both

“themfelves and their families would be

much happier by doing this, and leav-
~ing themfelves no time for idlenefs and
debauchery. . The voice of reafon is not
heard by them, and the laws, as now
executed, are ineffedtual ; as hath been
fhewn in the courfe of this, work. ‘BRut,
_from children, - thus tramed up to con-
Aftant labour, we may, venture to hope
the lowermg of its -price; and as the

number.of labouring hands will alfo, by

“thefe-means, be greatly increafed, a kind
of neceflity will be created, which will

operate {o as to enforce labour, induftry, -

and ﬁugahty “And as, by this county

~work-houfe" fcnemf', we fhall get sid
.of all vagrants and commeon beggars,

and make the labour of thofe who are

ablg to work h@lp towards fupport;mg-
- the
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the impotent poor, and unavmdable ob=
jects of (.hamty, -our poor’s rates will

foon be greatly reheved from theu' prea -

fcnt burtheén. o :

Twelfthly, 1 propofe that, at certain
feafons, if they are' not 1mmed1atc1y'_;'
wanted in the manufactures . of the:

* houfe, the poor of both fexes. may be.

hired out to labqur in ‘the fields; for
this would tend to k'eep down the ‘pricc- 3
of labour in: agncu}ture, on any emer-
gency L . | o
La{’cly, 1 propofe that encouragement
be given to the induftrious, fober, and
well-behaved poor, particularly to thofe
Who keep th'emﬁ:l'ves and their apart-

ments as decent and cleanly as the na=
ture of the plan WIH admit.

Thus have 1 gone through a]l the

- drticles, thch from ‘my prefent re—--_ -
collection, appear - neceffary to be enu-
merated, and in. which mine difers .

from other fchemes of this fort. o
o | | As
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As to ‘the moft proper places fot

ere&mg thefe houfes, the divifions of

diftriéts, the raifing of the money, pay-
ing the intereft of it, thc nature and
form of the fcvera] buildings, the num-

- ber of dlre&ors, infpectors, clerks, &c,

~ &c. and many other neceffary. things not

‘mentioned above, I adopt the {cheme ~

- before mentioned, entitled A Scheme for
the better Relief and Employment of
the Poor, by a Member of Parliament,

printed in the year 1764, where moft of

thefe things are confidered at large, and
are treated of, very ]udlmouﬂy B
~ If it thould be objelted, __t._bat my’
fche,me is cruel and tyrannical; the beft

anfwer I can give is, that no other which

I have feen, or can conceive, will anfwer

the purpofes of extirpating idlenefs,
" reftraining debauchery, preventing va~

grancy and common begging, employ-
ing the poor to advantage, and thereby
eafing the lands of the prefent. heavy
burthen of poor’ 's rates, o
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- Befides, this {cheme is far lefs czuel

| ’r.han the laws of many other ftates and

nations relatwe to vagrants, and very .
much lefs fo than a ftatute of Edward -

- the Vth, quoted in the formel palt of

this work.
- I have no idea’ that the poor can be

_mamtamed i a. ‘workhoufe cheapei
-than they can be mamtamud out of it,

un]efs it be fuch a one as I have above

defcrxbed

- If all vagrants, beggars, and 1dIc

 poor, are-to be immediately conveyed

to a work-houfe; if that houfe be not
a place of confinement, Thard labour,
and pumfhment ‘half the ]abouimg
poor of the kingdom would foon be

conveyed to Workhoufes, the houfes, -
~ in a fhort time, would be fu;l and the .
- {cheme deftroy itfelf. If the poor are

to be better, or more plentifully relieved

‘in a workhoufe than out of it, it would
._ never be looked ‘upon as-a pumfhment -

3. o to
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to be fent thlther, and, therefore, woul&

not anfwer: the ends. propofed: but, if
it be an houfe of hard and conftant la=

bour, it may prevent people from ap=

. plying to a parifh for relief, unlefs in
real neceflity 5 or induce ‘them. rcadﬂy
~ to. pay back the money advanced to

~ them by the pan{hes, when m real dx-

ftrefs. - -
Upon the wholc, I think it clearly
o appears that nothmg but an immediate
- profpect of diftrefs will eperate powcr-
fully enough to produce labour and in-
duf’cry‘ among thc gencrahty of our Ia-

| bouring populace

A {cheme calculated upon thefe na~
-tural pringiples feem? to bid the faireft
for fuccefs. By it, I think, floth will

be the moft effeGually corre&ed, in-

duftry the moft forcibly exc1ted tems

perance ‘néceffitated, and economy
taught.; Such an houf¢ would be a

fchool -where all thofc ufeful leffons -

might
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mlght be learnt, and where; by a Iong

and conftant ufs of them; :
probably Become habitual, théy Wéuld

"~ In fuch a houfe, it would appéar to
what extent fobriety, frugality, and ina

- duftry might be carried ; and the con=

- fequences of it; to a tladmg f’cate, be fet
in the ﬁlongef’c pomt of view. If in ‘

fuch ‘houfes the poor could maintain
themfelves, by fpending half of what

- they earn; it would prove that they
“could afford to labeur at little more than

| half the price they now do. In fhort,
" if thefe habits were once to obtain, and’
become general among our manufaGur-
ing poor; if thefe people could be

brought to labour fix days in a week,
for the fame fum which they now earn
by labourmg four, it would be lowering

the price of labour one third, and would -

produce one third more of mmuf‘ac«-
tures; which, as hath beeq ‘before oba--

felvcd, mlght amount’ fo t} e value of

'TI : J memw
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.twenty 111111‘038 pcr annum more tha‘rr
we mmufa&ure at plefent and we

‘thould find ready fale for them all in
foreign markets, as we fhould then be

~able to underfell our rxvals in trade;
and though the labour of our poor
- would be increafed, their happihefs
‘would likewife increafe, from the prac-
" tice of fobriety, temperance, indufiry,

and economy. And here, I cannot help-

~earneftly withing that our clergy would:
" make a point of frequently recommend-
ing to their poor parifhioners, the prac-
‘tice of fobuc.ty and conftant labour, as
the unerring path to happmefs, both.

hereand heleafter This would plobably o

“be of great ufe: for, if the manufa&tur-
ing poor were once brought to labour
_conftantly fix days in the week, they

' Would avoid that rmd o deﬁru&zon :

"whlch the hand of idlenefs will be

ever pomtmg out to them, and they
_W()uia hecome, aimoft infenfibly, aood :
members of {ociety, and feel the plea—_
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fures arifing from the pra&lce of the

locial virtues : thoughts of God and re-
- igion would, very plobably, ‘find place_'.._

in the hearts of many, who have now

- frarce an idea of either: and as this
‘muit be of great importance, I agree
with the {chemift - above-mentxoncd :
¢ that an allowance thould be made to

¢ fome nexghbourmg clergyman, for

¢ vifiting the fick, inftructing thé poor

“ in the principles of the Chriftian
“ religion, and performing other of-
¢ fices of his fun&xon there,”

Thexe are; in this kmgdom, many
poor-houfes, which are very improperly
called work- houfes, as little or no work

1s done in them: In fuch houfes, I am
“confident that the poor, in general |

coft more than would maintain them '

elfewhez €.

We have a f’mkmo- mf’cance of thls -
-'-kmd at R:cpmond In Surry, where, if

1 am rightly mfozned,-the poor, Im

“\ D T2 ~ what

275
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what is called the. wor khoufe, have, fof’
feveral years paft, coft the panfh ten

pounds a head pex anpum, meny Wo- .

- men, and ch1ldren .

. 'Now, in this lmufe, as well as in all
‘houfes of this fort, there are many per-.
fons capable of fome kinds of laboury

vvho, if they were out of the houfe;
would do fomethmg towards their owni

m’untenance and, with a little affift~

~ance from their - fuends, and a fimall"

allowance from the pam(h wonld bt?r

fupported ‘Such poor. could not ex- __
- pe¢t more from the parifh than two

fhll]mgs a Weck. If it fhould be ob-r

jeéted, that fome of them are utterly
incapable. of any fort of labour, that

one or two of them are infane, and. that

there alc fevelal young children in thef _

houfe s 1 anfwer, that thefc are no un-
common cafés, and are pxowded for
by many parifhes wuhout a poor-houfe:

n01 can it b‘, fuppofcd to be. worth

Whlle
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"whﬂe for a parlt’h to be at the annual
expencc of houfe- rent, falmes f01 the
maf’cer, ‘matron, ‘and apothecary, coals,

- candles, &:c._wlnch form the eﬁabhfh~

ment of fuch an houfe, merely to take
care of a feW poor 3 if the far gleater

_ part can be mamtamed out at a cncapcr‘_

rate. It appears, from my information,

~ that the parith I am fpeakmg of might
-al]ow two fhlllmgs a week to fome, and
even three fhillings a _week to others, =

who are impotent or infzne, and yet'

: fave feveral hundled pounds a year, by
o mamtammg them out. If it {hould be. |

farther obje&ed that the poor main-=
tained out, would turn beggars, and

_’become a nuxfance, I anfwer, that the
'prefent Taws’ agamﬁ: vagtancy, 1f duly

cnfomed would- plevent that ewl
Howevel, this ob_;ccfl,lon 15 a ﬂroncr re-

.-___commendanon of the fowoomg plm of
| ’.'County Work- houfes ; {uch houfes be-
_mO' houfca of teum, 1f vagrants dI]d

T3 . common -
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| ppm'm_on beggars knew tha:t th.ey thould

‘be immediately conveyed to them, we

fhould, in all probability, very feldom

fee any of them in our f’creets or high-
_ways ' .
“The number pf beggars we now have

;1s a high 1eﬂeé’uon on the police of this -
kmgdom, gs hath been often’ obferved .

by foreigners.
It is to be hoped, thereforc that thlS

fketch of a fcheme for county work~-

houfes, will not be laid afide on account

~of any difficulties, Wthh thls authar

hath not forefeen, or provided a remedy
for. Such fchemes, in general, begin ime
,Perfe&ly, and i';}fe by degreestowards pef_,..-
féction. Experience will difcover many
unforefeen things, which may appear
to be obftructions to the completion of
'the plan' . but, at the fame time, ex-
perience will’ difcover alfp the methods

of removing t‘lem Let it be a child

of oovemment, and it will Certamly
) Profpel, an\d grow up to rnatunty '
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g ’When the Woollen mmufq&ory was -

Gt eﬁabhfhed in France, at lemes,
and Abbeville, ‘it laboured under much

'gleater dlfﬁcultles than thlS county

work-houfe ﬁ,heme does now’; but,

| _refolutmn and expence brought it foon

to a degree of pelfeé’clon

But, to remove every oBJe&wn to
_the pra&lcablhty of a fcheme of this
fort, there is a work- houfe near Ipf—-

wich, in Suﬁblk, Wthh I am in-

~ formed, hath for feveral years pafl, fully _
- maintained the poor of that town ﬁom

'the PlOﬁtS of the work done in it. It .

is eafy for the leglﬂature ta be mfomled

of the prmelples on which that houfe

~is eftablifhed, in o1de1 that the fame
_'may be purfued, or improved upon

One great misfortune is, that when
perfons, in wcneial, read thmms of this

- fort, it is more-with a view of ﬁndmo
- out difficulties, than with a defire’ e{'
 removing them. “For my part, | fhall

-' .bf:'héPPy to find, that a {cheme for thg ..

o
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emp}oyment of the p001 13 carried 1nto -
execution, though no pa1i. o¢f  this

_ﬂ«.etch {hould be adopted

I fully mtended to finith thlS work
here, but am juit now reminded of an

objeé’czon made to my conﬁderat10ns on
taxes, viz. that I had there laid it down

'as a maxim, ¢ that thé_.way to lower

¢ the price of labour, was to raife the
«¢ price of provifions, and that without
¢ limitatjon.” To which I _1'eply,_ if that

- work was -fo vague and loofe, as in ge=
neral, ‘to convey that idea, it was fitter

for the flames than the prefs, but 1t:
' contams no fuch maxim.
i havc mdeed argued, bﬂth in that

work an_;d in this; that : an high price of

provifions has a natural Itcndehcy. ta
keep down the price of labour; and have

- fhewn which way it operates; namely, -

that the poor are obhged t0 work more

when provifions are dear; and by con-
ﬁdcrmg labour and employment as t_WQ .
gommodities, carried to market againfy-
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&ach other, and a8 bemg under the
_fame influence when there, as other
- :commaodities are; that is, to be at an
- higher-or lower. PrlLﬁ‘. according to the
- demand ¢ and this is really the natural
- operation, provided no art or v1olence :
~ intervene. Bux; art and violence cver
- have intervened when an attempt hath
been made to lower the puce of hbour B

in our manufadories ; ; and riots, infur-

_ re@ions and feceffions have 1mmed1ately 3
taken place._ l have a_l_fo a,_ffertc.d, that
~an high price of prpif'iﬁcjns tends‘“to'
‘make Jabour cheap another way, viz.
that at fuch times work is much better.

pe;fozmed whu:h makcs a’ g1eat dif-

ference - in the- pr1ce of it - Agam, I
- have rcpeat.edly afferted that ‘manufacs
'tures and ‘commerce. were never known
10 profper? or be conﬁderably extended,

where the. neceflaries of life were cheap.
Farther, if T have not aheady faid ig, I

| nﬂw i'ay? that could any meafure be |

found
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o ;._found out to- lower the price. of neccf- -
- faries in this kmgdom an hundred per

.;._Icent, it would prove fatal to its com~
.merce ;. unlefs, “at ‘the fame time, the

.'-‘.'condué’c and difpofition of the manufac-— -

i turing populace be alfo “totally changed
But T have never afferted that the PI‘lCB
of” labour was any way: d1re€cly to be
._lowercd in this kingdom: fo far from
it, that I always greatly femed it never
;could, and this brings to my mmd a
‘fcheme of a very judicious friend ' of

~ .mine, who had made thefe. thmgs vely_'
much his ftudy, and had vifited the

manufactories of both ance and Hol-

land . for information. - This fcheme, |

E though propofed many- years ago, has

“never yet, that I know of, been com-_._
| ._mumcated to -the public, and hath no~
welty, at leaft, to recommend it. - The

~reafons why I never. recommended it

may be {een in m,y obw@nons to it 5 and -
. whlch I wifh, could be removed as it

would
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| _I,-&vould then' remain to be one of thc beft -
- .meafures we could purfue.. T_a,kc the'-_
“author’s own words.

- < Nothing .can lovﬁer the price - of |

e labour. dlre&Iy, in this kmgdom, and,
_-‘f'-therefore, the bufinefs of the poht1—- .
- .¢¢ cian is to inven{ an equwalent and,'
%6 by Iaklng an indire@ road, léad the

¢ manufaturing populace to fobnety,_

% induftry and happmefs. -

e Now, one way of doing thxs is, to

. let the price of labour remain as it is,

« and to lay a tax on the neceffaries

- “* which the poor pr1nc1pa]ly confume,
%€ to.-be paid in a bounty upon our

#¢ . broad-cloths, or any other of .our

' “ ‘exports in which. the French upder- -
S {ell us; for it aPPEdIS clesul_v to.me,
¢ that, in general, our manufa&,uuno-
¢ poor could very well hear a tax on
< their confumption, that would a-

~“.mount to fix-pence a week on the

- cfzrmnfrs of the fam:ly fol the ut-

6¢ moﬂ: '
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- et ‘moft confequence of fuch tax to them

# would be, that they muft labour ‘2

« few hours in a week more, ~and de=-
| o bauch a few bhours lefs, -and ﬂ:ﬂl hve
¥ as well or better: than befme s for T
. ¢¢ am confident that our manufa@curmg

§¢ poor, eoul__d_labour eighty per cent,

#¢ cheaper than they do now, and yeét.
¢ live better than a Frenchman or 9,___

“¢¢ Dutchman. - -

e A tax of fix- pence a week upon
Y "-‘_ev.ery manufaCturing family in the
¢s.kingdom, I hould fuppofe, would pay

. abounty of forty per cent. on-all the -
s ‘exports in which the French rival us 3

¢ by which we thould foon recovér

¢ thofe trades we have loft, and greatly -
- s extend thofe which remain; fo that

“ our poor would have conftant em-
¢« ployment, which is always a great

-#¢ advantage to them. But let me be
~¢¢. underftood, that fuch a tax is only -
f¢ as an equwalen* for the high price of'_ |

- L 1ab0u1 i
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s labour, eould that be: lowered by..'_.'
-4 any means, we fhould haVe no nec&"

¢ of beuntles. R
Thus far my JlIdlClO}JS fr1end And" :
now for my- obJe&mns, ‘which- femain

the fame as they were ﬁfteen years_'
~ago. A tax which would fall ipon the™

- confumption-of manufa&urmg poor tcr‘\"
- the amount of fix-pence a week, muftf
equally affect all our induftrious poof |

in agriculture, and hkewxfe poor trades

people, 'WhO can but _]uPc live. when C
- - provifions are at a moderate price, To
fuch: poor as thefe, a tax on neceflaries =
‘would be very {evere, more efpecxally
" as: prov1ﬁ0ns are ﬂlready raifed above

their natural value, by the uniting of -
farms, fo'reﬁalli-n-g,,- regrating, &e. &cs

It would; indeed, be very hard, that
the -induftrious poor of one clafs thould
fuffer for the idlenefs and debauchery of

~ another clafs : and to lay a tax upon the

manufaé’tuung popalace, which would
' affe&
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affect no other poor, would moft cér-é :

_ 'tamly, produce riots and mfurre&lons s
-"notw1thi’cand1ng it . mlght be- readﬂy

made appear, that it would be greatly
for then- intereft;  either . to lower thc o

Prlce of their laboeur er to pay fuch a
tax; for if we eontinue to- lofe our’

~ trade, the poor muft ftarve, the lands |
. W]zthout trade could not maintain them. |
Upon the Whole we find that labour

~ is not to be lowered, either by increafing

“our taxes; or by tetally abolithing them. |
It alfo appears, that a tax on the manu-

facturing poeor, in' particular, will not

" be borne; and we likewife find, thatit

“will be cruel to tax provifions in gene-
ral, as is ‘done in Holland ; bccaufe,

though the idle poor could bear it, by
labouring alittle morc and living {ober, .

yet the other kinds of induitrious poor;,
who work for lefs wages, could not bear
it ‘without fuffering greatly. |
: Wha.t ‘then 1emams, but that fomf‘
o : -other

—

| TRADE AND COMMERCE 287
o other plan fhould be attemptedP That;

which is here propofed, is humbly

fubmitted to the wifdom of the Britith
~ Parliament ; and, I confefs, T have

fomo hopes, that the brmgmg up of
children to conftant employment, ‘may
be a means of rendermcr Iabour habitual
and ente1ta1nmg to them, when they

- grow up to be men and women; and alfo,
that the great 1ncreafe in the number of

working hands, propofod in this fketch,

- will moft certainly pxo'duce"a goOd' efi-_ =

fet, in regard to lowering the puce of
labour. 'Add to thefe the great im=-
provements that may be made upon it

by the legxﬂature, :md ‘we ‘may {urely

hope, ‘that time wili produce a change

‘in the condu& of our manufa&urmg
~populace, much to their advantage, -as

well as to that of the kmgdom in. ge- :

- neral.

1 flatter myfelf that enough has now

“been ﬁ1d to obviate the above obj ection, .

and’
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and to exculpatc me from fo ud1culou

an’ aﬂertxon namely, ¢ that by ralﬁng o

¢ the price of p1ov1:ﬁons, we thould di-
“_ rc&ly lewer the pnce Of labour.”

“But if this is not fuﬁiment I vefer. thel .
‘réader to page twenfy-two of Con-
_ﬁderatlons on Taxes; where I fay, ¢ I

¢c d1d not fet out with an mtent to

R prove that high taxes are in general
<2 benefit to a ftate; but only that
“thefe, which the exigencies of this

'\ .

tc kingdom have: rendered neceifary,c
¢ have not hitherto raifed. the price .of
4 Jabour in out manufaltories, rendered

g manufa&urcs dear, and leffened our
R fozmgn trade.” The orlgmal inteifs=

tion of that work, as well as of th1s,
was to difarm 0ppoﬁt1on of one. of its
principal weapons on the head of taxes,

and to calm the minds of the trading

»and mercantile part of the nation, who,.
in general conceive that our foreign

o _trade is ruined by our “accumulated

_ taxes 3
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taxes, and of coutfe 1mpute every dlf- -

'advantage they feel, to this fource of
. fhercantile calamltves, and to the ill con—
_dué’c of a miniftry, for fuﬂ"ermg folarge
‘& national debt to femain in time of n
| ‘peace. ' '

But 1 héve alfeady fhewn the injuf-'_-' '

 tice of fuch an 1mputat10n, and fully -

proved ithat the price of prowﬁona can -

by no means goverh the price of labours
yets farther to fupport this oplmon,"

1 ihall “here introduce - fome qnota—-_

tions ft‘om a wrlter* whofe uhcoms

mon thate of public favom ruf*ﬁcmntly

i evmces, ‘that he adopts the fenhments.

| ~ of the imoft complete judges of thxs very
Jmportant fobject.

In page e1ghtcen, of The E:%;pedlency
_ /
. ® The author of The Expedxehcy of Allowmg "
the Free Exportation of Corn ; The Farmer’s Let-

“tersy A 'Six Weeks and Slx Month s Tour, &c _

Jlately publithed by W.- Nlcoll in St. Paul’s
- Church Yard ' ' '

U : o of
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of a]lowmg the free Exportanon of'

Cor n, he fays,

¢ In the year 1 767, I took a_]oumeyl'.
¢ into Wales, the minutes of which I
¢¢_laid before the pubhc, under the title

« of A Six Weeks Tour

¢ ] found in that j Journey that there '_

"‘-'_Was not any proportion between the
“ rates of labour and thofe of provx-

,i

‘€ ﬁons.

Kt The year followmg, I made a ﬁml-;' 5
« hr tour through the North of En-

€. gland and found, throughout above
< two thoufand ﬁve hundred miles of

¢ country, that the rates of- labour, in
¢ no refpedt, depended on thofe of pro-- ‘

< yifions.. .
¢ Bread, butter, cheefe and meat be-

R mg thrown mto one aggregate pnce,

-« and the earnings of a- famﬂy the-
-« fame ; the followmg was the compau _

¢ r}.fon Wthh arofe.

Aggrew o
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..fﬁ'gﬁ"'?gaff: price of prdv'iﬁohs. Earnm g of a fam dy

Do L. 8 D,
. .\z__—;‘“._.-per b, — s 8 o
2% = ~ —351 310
3= = =5 e
3. =S A== g7 16 0
S ¥F — = =50 foar
3% — == —350 17 Ir
+ —5 10 8
~ BREAD ALONE.

gperlb, — = — 47 5 15

Ce- 5T 17 II

N R e -
Bl B

- 56 12 3
S e——— 50, 12 XL ..
5L 10 4

% Were the ‘price of pr‘oviﬁons the

TR
§6
€

. '--j::

£¢-

d1re&or “of that of ]abour, thefe
tables Would be in exaé’c degradatlon, -
but the contrary 1s-as near the. truth 'S
{o very far is the rate of the one
from the rule of the-other, that they

. “are moﬁly in oppofition, Thofe who

Uz i Pay_
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-« pay four-pence a pound, earn lefsy

- ¢¢ by three pounds a year, than others,
¢¢ who are fed ut three- pencc, ‘the rate
e of tlnee pence half—penny 18 attenda

¢t ed by Iefs earmngs, by ﬁx pounds a

¢ year, than three-pence. The loweft

< price of provifiens, two-pence half-.

« penny, is attended with elghtecn;
“ ﬂnlhngs a year greater earnings tham
“ four—pence, the h1gheﬁ price.
<« In bread alone the man who pays

“ a penny a pound, earns as ‘much,

-"'“ within a few fhlllmgs, as he who

- s pays two- pence and hc Who eats it

e at onc penny farthmg morc. In

e Whatcver view the table 1s thrown,.

s ‘the farme contr adx&ions appear ;. #nd,

'._'.“ turn and twift the comparlfon hot
L you will, in no inftance will you finld

s¢ thdt labour is hlgh ‘becaufe provi=

A ﬁons are the fame: you will in more

-« inflances find the reverfe to be the
“ a& »

£

In
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In page twenty- feven, of the fame

| ka this a,utho,r fays, ¢ But, in the

‘_‘_:name of common fenfe WhCiC are
£ the fa&s, and what are the reafon-
“ ings, that provc a high rate of plO-
If‘f_ vifions an enemy to manufa@cmes?

¢ It is a matter, indeed; that has been

ﬁ'_‘__takcn fo much for granted, tha:. thefe

K3 gentlpm_gn h__av_c. difdained to exercife
¢« their powers of reafoniﬁgupbn it:
- ¢ they give you an 7/ dzxzz‘ to makc
: 3 what you can of. |

Again, in pages twenty elght and

'__twenty ~ning,, hf, adds, ¢ Living. muf}
¢ be rendered dear befoze that genelal
£¢ 111du{’cry, wh1c11 ¢an alone fupport

* manufacturing people, will be rooted
¢ amongft them, There is not an in~

¢ f{fancein E uropc of a Lount;y makmg
¢ great advances in manufactures, while

¢ fuch country contmued undm thcpof-e |

L.

ﬁbihty of labour being low Again,
be. fays, “ In thcfe countries Whel,@ ma-
o Uiy o nufactures
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“-_:nufaé’cures make the greateft fhoots,,

3 pl‘OVlﬁons are the higheft; viz. Hol-
'_?".'1a11d and : Brltaln. . Yet, notwith-
IRL {’candmg fuch high prices,  who will

¢ affert that manufatures dre carrled :

€ to grcater perfeé’non n . countrles
€ where prov1ﬁons and . labour - are

3 (( ]_ower P’ In- Pages thnty—nlne_ _ d-nd .

thlrty this author goeson to fay,
e Jtis a fa& well known . through

- e gl the manufa@uring towns in this
o -'kl_ngdom, that the 1ab0u11ng poor:
¢« work no more days in a week than
A2 sar_e fufficient to rria_inta_i_n 'themfel_ves 3

¢¢ the remainder is fpent in idlenefs.

- ¢ When prov1ﬁons are very cheap,

KL 'they are more diftrefled, and their

| “'_.-farmhes more unhappy, than in the B
6f _vcry dcaref’c times ; for a man who
-« waltes half his: time in 1dlenefs, or,

s¢’ perhaps, in what is worfe, will be a
¢ poor workman the other half.”

If is Wlth pleafme that I rcﬂe& on:
. my
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‘my’ having repeqtedly ‘exprefled “my-i

felf to this effe@, both in the Conﬁ-:~-ﬁ

.derations'on Taxes, and in thefe fheets.‘ =
T likewife agree entlrely with  this ju=
“dicious'author in regard to the free ex- -

portation” of corn’s and am conﬁd\,nt .
that' the- prevemmg it will never pIO— '
mote manufaé’cures, unlefs, contrary to
the . -opinion of thofe who affert that it

- Wlll, it.could be done - by Raifng the
.puce of Wheat and thlb it m.ght do;

even to a Famine, provided the crop
thould fail, at the fame time, in three

or four growing count;ica', and that we

could not be fupl)hed from ‘our colo-
nies. uuch times have been known in’ .
England, 1if we c1ed1t STQWE and BI" o

thop FLEETwoon

Indeed, it is amaz'ng that any, even:

- a temporary, ftop fhould be put to tnc

~exportation of corn upon this miftake

'.vprm(:lple, for, it is generally 1llmved
- ihat Whe’ti 11'13 been cheaper fince the

Uz}. - | bounty;
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_ bounty, than- befone, and, 'thg‘greéé

~ advantage to the farmer hath arifen from
the regularity of it's _price, not from

""_"ehe ﬁﬂhﬂllCQII‘.Cnt, for there has been '

Done. L

1 thall add to thxs Work one paragraph -
| }norc from the laft’ mentmned author,
~and then*conclude., In pages twenty—

one and twenty-two, he fays-as followss
. ¢« If a man attempts fo folve every
".‘"_-."_'d1ﬂicu1ty that arifes in the varions
s¢ combinations -of .this fub_]e& from
¢ mers reafomng, he - will certainly
#¢. mect with various contradictions that
#¢ cannot -be accounted for. Labour

s« ought, abfolutely, to depend on 'the

© #¢ rates of provifions, and be _rcgul__atﬁd,

e by them alone ; but what ought to

4% be, and what is, aye here, as every

'--'_5‘_where elfe, two. very d:lfFelent af-

¢ fairs. In certain placcs and diftri&ts,

ge prowﬁons bemg much hwher than-

'-.'-:%-ﬁ_'ufual (whethel the ratq be rea,,fon-

' able"

B2
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65 able oF unrcafonable) occaﬁoned a.

2 great clamour, ‘and much rlotmg,
“-among the drunken, idle part of the
:'ﬁ ‘poer, who fometimes prevail fo far,
| # if they coincide with the private. opi~

f“ nion of the neighhouring juﬁiées of

6« the peace, as either to gain 3 rife of

€€ wages. or an increafe of pool "s=rates;
¢ but, provifions falling in price, will
£¢ 'loWef neither the one ner the other,

“ mor will they tife agcording to any - |

86 prOpm‘twn " A fet of juftices in any. |

. ncxghbourhood will -have it'in their

€ power, either to-raife labour cxtra~

£ Vagantly, or to keep it -as unreafon-

“#% ably low, if it was fo before : the

§&.

private condué and opinion of parith
fe-officers and malters will alfo have a2 .

-« great effect.. When the'changés of
€ ratgs of laboul ate fubjet to- fuch va-

f¢ riations, as exceed: the ytmoft power

of the kceneﬁ calculator to lay down :
¢ in proportions,. can we be furprwed o
.. T that
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¢ that fo little agreement fhould be
¢ found, between the prefent rates of
¢¢: labour and the prices of provifions ?
- ¢¢.'And with what degrecof propriety can -
“¢¢ the enemies of - the béu'nty_ clamour .

N,

L]

¢ againft it, from raifing the- price of

¢ labour. from helghtemng that - of

8¢ cei'n, when 1t, in fa&, lowers the

¢¢ latter, and, in no- cafe, could poﬁlbly' |
- s¢ affe& the former?” - |
~After what has been faid, I. now |

| 'I_e_av_e it-to the unbiafed judgment of the
-_"r'eadér‘-toﬁ'._determixie whether our taxes

- are -the principal : caufes of . the high
' .pr'it:é_ of labour in our manufactories, or -
whether it does not appear rather to .
| pr"oceed from the conduct of our manu- ._

| B facuring populace.

The evil is: agreed on by all, it. is

 the c“ufa only which we differ about.

Now it becomes neceffary that the caufe,

'Ihould alfo be -known, before the re-
medy is attempted. : '
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- The principal evil is allowed ~on all-
hands, to be the hlgh price. of labour .

" in our manufa&unes.- The prxnc:pal_'-f '

caufe.of the high- price -of labour, It
have all along fuppofed to be the. dif=
pofition of out manufaéturmg populace
for 1d1enefs -and debauche1y ; this:ap-

| - pearing to me the moft piobab]e of any

yct offered. . |
The next thing to be conﬁdercd is

the remedy, which, itis to be. ‘hoped,

the wifdom of the- legiflature W1ll foon.

. ~ difcover, and properly apply

The difficulty of effe@ing th1s, upon -
the footing of any plan hitherto pro- .
pofed, has undoubtedly been the reafon

“why it has been left in the fiate it was o

found, by feveral fucceflive parliaments; -
fo that nothing has been applied to the -

- cure’ of a dlforder, _'Wthh if fuffered to
- proceed much farther, will be incura-

ble, and prove the ruin of the nation. .
Our gleat trade to Amenca has acted

llke ‘
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bike an opl@te in, this our- rna.lady, xt; o
has blunged our feelings, and, for a time,
gaifed our fPu‘ltS ;. but, like the patient
after the effedts of the opiate is exhauft~
ed, T fear we fhall fegl more mter,lﬂy, R
‘with powess much weakened and im-
paired. However, in tr acing the caufc of |
- this poh‘clca,l and nat;onal dlf@lder, wefind |
| that one fort of people only are infeted '_
. _Wlth it, and this is our manufadturing
populace. Our labourers in agriculfure
' work con{’mntly for  {mall wages, and
hey can do no more 3 and our lower |
o fOIt of trades people can but barely ]we |
'* at the piefent pr Lce of prowﬁons For

their {akes, then, we fhould with thai;

fome effectual meth hod be taken to me-»' '
vent any art. bemg ‘made ufe of to 1a1{'e_ |
them hwher but we have thewn, that

' thc manura&urmg populace could bear -
- amuch greater price by labouring only

'EL {mall part of their txme more than
: -- they
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| fhéy do at prefent, and by l1vmg fober,_ |
: fruga'.[ ‘tempera{te, and vittgous, -

‘We have siow brought the ewl to 4

_'pomt all we want is that - the manus
 faluring people thould labour cheaper,
“or, wh1ch wéuld be better for them

and for the ftate, that they fhould labout

fix days for the fame money they nQW‘_ -

~ .earn in four ; and I am confident they.

~ could do this, and yet live much better -
than a French man or a Dutch-man.

Thxs alone would re ecover the trades we' |

“have loft; and greatly extend thofe
“which remain ; and, whatever the ma=
- nufaduring poor may now think of it; .
- I'would rifk my life upon the eventy

that they would be miuch happler by_. |
this alteration in thelr conduct. Hows

‘ever, this is the obje@® of my prefent
" addrefs to the ]eglﬂature of this king~
. dom, from whofe united wifdom 1 have -
~muach to hope. Upon' the whole, _I o

_. dare to ﬂatter myfelf that my intention

- will



kéﬁ, as Well as for

fhe errors Whlchl'
| _W111 doubtlefs be met thh i a Wor_ : of
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