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8 Statement of the Suhjedi, ^c. book I.

The neceflary effects of thefe two different rates of increafe, when

brought together, will be very ftriking. Let us call the population
of this illand eleven millions ; and fuppofe the prefent produce equal
to the eafy fupport of fuch a number. In the firft twenty-five

years the population would be twenty-two millions, and the food

being a1fo doubled, the means of fubfiftence would be equal to this

increafe. In the next twenty-five years, the population would be

forty-four millions, and the means of fubfiflence only equal to the

fupport of thirty-three millions. In the next period the population
would be eighty-eight millions, and the means of fubfiftence jufl

equal to the fupport of half of that number. And at the conclufion

of the rfl century, the population would be a hundred and fc-

venty-fix millions, and the means of fubfiflence only equal to the

fupport of fifty-five millions ; leaving a population of a hundred

and twenty-one millions totally unprovided for.

Taking the whole earth inflead of this ifland, emigration would

of courfe be excluded; and fuppofing the prefent population

equal to a thoufand millions, the human fpecies w^ould in-

creafe as the numbers i, 2, 4, 8, 16, 33, 64, 128, 2^6, and

fubfiflence as 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. In two centuries the po-

pulation w^ould be to the means of fubfiflence as 256 to 9 ; in

three centuries as 4096 to 13, and in two thoufand years the dif-

ference would be almofl incalculable.

In this fiippofition no limits whatever are placed to the produce
of the ea'rth. It may increafe for ever, and be greater than any

affignable quantity ; yet flill the power of population being in every

period fo much fuperior, the increafe of the human fpecies can only

be kept down to tlie level of the means of fubfiflence by the con-

flant operation of the flrong law of neceflity adling as a check upon
the greater power.

CHAP.
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CHAP. 11.

Of the general Chech to Population ^ and the Mode of their Operation,

1 HE checks to population, which are conftantly operating with more

or lefs force in every fociety, and keep down the number to the level

of the means of fubfiftence, may be clafled under two general heads ;

the preventive^ andibhe pofitive checks.

The preventive check, is peculiar to man, and arifes from that dif-

tln<5tive fuperiority in his reafoning faculties, which enables him to

calculate diftant confequences. Plants and animals have apparently

no doubts about the future fupport of their offspring. The checks to

their indefinite increafe, therefore, are all pofitive. But man cannot

look around him, and fee the diftrefs which frequently preffes upon
thofe who have large families ; he cannot contemplate his prefent

poffeflions or earnings, which he now nearly confumes himfelf, and

calculate the amount of each fhare, when with very little addition

they muft be divided, perhaps, among feven or eight, without feeling

a doubt, whether if he follow the bent of his inclinations, he may be

able to fupport the offspring which he will probably bring into the

world. In a ftate of equality, if fuch can exift, this would be the

iimple queffion. In the prefent fbate of fociety other confiderations

occur. Will he not lower his rank in life, and be obliged to give up
in great meafure his former fociety ? Does any mode of employment

prefent itfelf by which he may reafonably hope to maintain a family ?

Will he not at any rate fubjed: himfelf to greater difficulties, and

more fevere labour than in his fmgle ftate ? Will he not be unable to

tranfmit to his children the fame advantages of education and im-

C provement
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provcment that he had hlmfelf poflefled ? Does he even feel fecure

that, fhould he have a large family, his utmoft exertions can fave

them from rags, and fqualid poverty, and their confequent degrada-
tion in the community ? And may he not be reduced to the grating

neceffity of forfeiting his independence, and of being obliged to the

fparing hand of charity for fupport ?

Thefe confiderations are calculated to prevent, and certainly do

prevent, a great number of perfons in all civilized nations from pur-

fuing the did:ate of nature in an early attachment to one woman.
If this reftraint do not produce vice, as in many inftances is the

cafe, and very generally fo among the middle and higher dalles of

women, it is undoubtedly the leaft evil that can arife from the prin-

ciple of population. Considered as a reftraint on an inclination,

Qtherwife innocent, and always natural, it muft be allowed to pro-
duce a certain degree of temporary unhappinefs ; but evidently flight,

compared with the evils which refult from any of the other checks to

population.

When this reftraint produces vice, as it does moft frequently among
men, and among a numerous clafs of females, the evils which follow

are but too confpicuous. A promifcuous intercourfe to fuch a de-

gree as to prevent the birth of children, feems to lower in the moft

marked manner the dignity of human nature. It cannot be without

its efFecfl on men, and nothing can be more obvious than its tendency
to degrade the female character, and to deftroy all its moil amiable

and diftinguifhing characleriftics. Add to which, that among thofe

unfortunate females with which all great towns abound, more real

diftrefs and aggravated mifery are perhaps to be found, than in any
other department of human life.

/ When a general corruption of morals, with regard to the fex, per-

/ vades all the clafles of fociety, its efed:s muft neceffarily be, to poifoii

I the fprings of domeftic happinefs, to weaken conjugal and parental

\ afFe6lion, and to leilen the united exertions and ardour of parents in

\the care and education of their children ; effe<fls;. which cannot take

place
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they often feek for in vain. Their ftature feldom exceeds fiv^e feet ;

their bellies are protuberant, with high fhoulders, large heads, and

limbs difproportionably flender. Their countenances exhibit the ex-

treme ofwretchednefs, a horrid mixture of famine and ferocity ; and

their extenuated and difeafed figures plainly indicate the want of

w holefbme nouriiliment. Some of thefe unhappy beings have been

found on the Ibores in the laft ftage of famine *.

In the next fcale of human beings perhaps we may place the inha-

bitants of New Holland, of a part of whom we have fome accounts

that may be depended upon, from a peribn who refided a confiderable

time at Port Jackfon, and had frequent opportunities of being a wit-

nefs to their habits and manners. The narrator of Captain Cook's

firft voyage having mentioned the very fmall number of inhabitants

that was feen on the aftern coaft of New Holland, and the apparent

Inability of the country, from its defolate ftate, to fupport many more

bferves,
"
By what means the inhabitants of this country are reduced

'^ to fuch a number as it can fubfift, is not perhaps very eafy to guels ;

*'
whether, like the inhabitants of New Zealand, they are deftroyed

"
by the hands of each other in contefts for food, whether they are

"
fwept off by accidental famine, or whether there is any caufe that

"
prevents the increafe of the fpecies, mufl be left for future adven-

" turers to determine ^."

The account which Mr. Collins has given of thefe favages will, I

liope, afford in fome degree a fatisfaAory anfwer. They are defcribed

as, in general, neither tall nor well made. Their arms, legs, and

thighs, are thin, which is afcribed to the poornefs of their mode of

living. Thofe who inhabit the fea-coaft depend almoft entirely on

filh for their fiiffenance, relieved occasionally by a repaft on fome

large grubs which are found in the body of the dwarf gum tree. The

very fcanty flock of animals in the woods, and the very great labour

'
Symc'^s Embaffy to Ava, ch. i. p. 129. and Afiatic Refearches, vol. iv. p. 401.

^ Cook's Firft Voy. vol. iii. p. 240..

neceffary
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neceffary to take them, keep the inland natives in as poor a condi-

tion as their brethren on the coaft. They are compelled to climb

the tallefl; trees after honey, and the fmaller animals, fuch as the fly-

ing fquirrel and the opoflum. When the ftems are of great height,

and without branches, which is generally the cafe, in thick forells,

this is a procefs of great labour, and is effected by cutting a notch

with their ftone hatchets for each foot ilicceffively, while their left

arm embraces the tree. Trees were obferved notched in this man-

ner to the height of eighty feet before the firft branch, where the

hungry favage could hope to meet with any reward for fo much toil**

The woods, exclufive of the animals occafionally found in them,

afford but little fulcenance. A few berries, the yam, the fern root,

and the flowers of the different bankfia, make up the whole of the

vegetable catalogue^.

A native with his child, furprifed on the banks of the Hawkfbury
river by fbme of our colonifts, launched his canoe in a hurry, and left

behind him a fpecimen of his food, and of the delicacy of his fto-

Tnach. From a piece of water-foken wood, full of holes, he had been

extracting and eating a large worm. The fmell both of the worm
and its habitation was in the highefl degree offenfive. Thefe worms,
in the language of the country, are ca;lled cah-bro ; and a tribe of na-

tives dwelling inland, from the circumflance of eating thefe loath-

fome worms, is named Cah-brogal. The wood natives alfo make a

pafte formed of the fern root, and the large and fmall ants bruifed

together, and, in the feaibn, add the ggs of this infed: ^

In a country, the inhabitants of which are driven to fuch refources

for fubfiflence, w^ere the fupply of animal and vegetable food is fo

extremely fcanty, and the labour neceffary to procure it is fo fcvere,

it is evident, that the population mufl be very thinly fcattered in pro-

portion to the territory. Its utmofl bounds muft be very narrow.

*
Collins's Account of New South Wales, Appendix, p. 549. 4to.

*
Id. Appen. p. 557.

^ Id. Appen. p. 558.

D i? But
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But when we advert to the ftrange and barbarous cuftoms of thefe

people, the cruel treatment of their women, and the difficulty of

rearing children ; inftead of being furprifed that it does not more

frequently prefs to pafs thefe bounds, we fhall be rather inclined to

confider even thefe fcanty refources as more than fufficient to fupport
all the population that could grow up under fuch circumftances.

X The prelude to love in this country is violence, and of the moft bru-

tal nature. The favage felecfls his intended wife from the women
of a different tribe, generally one at enmity with his own. He fteals

upon her in the abfence of her protedlors, and having firft ftupified

her with blows of a club, or wooden fword, on the head, back, and

ftioulders, every one of which is followed by a ftream of blood, he drags

her through the woods by one arm, regardlefs of the ftones and

broken pieces of trees that may lie in his route, and anxious only to

convey his prize in fafety to his own party, where a moft brutal

fcene eniues. The woman thus raviihed becomes his wife, and is in-

corporated into the tribe to which he belongs, and but feldom quits

him for another. The outrage is not refented by the relations of the

female, who only retaliate by a fimilar outrage when it is in their

power*.
The union of the fexes takes place at an early age, and inftances

were known to our colonifts of very young girls having been much
and fhamefully abufed by the males ''.

'

The conduct of the hufband to his wife, or wives, feerris to be

nearly in charafler with this Arrange and barbarous mode of court-

ship. The females bear on their heads the traces of the fuperiority

of the males, which is exercifed almoft as foon as they find ftrength

in their arms to infli(5l a blow. Some of thefe unfortunate beings

have been obferved with more fears on their fhorn heads cut m every

direction, than could well be counted. Mr. Collins feelingly fays,
** The condition of thefe women is fo wretched, that I have often, on

' Coilins's N. S. Wales, Appen, p. 559,
^
Appen p, ^6^

*'

feeing
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proof, that thefe marriages were in general unfruitful, which may
be accounted for from the libertine lives of the women before

wedlock, which he had previoully noticed '.

The caufes, that Charlevoix affigns, of the fterility of the American

women, are, the fuckling their children for feveral years, during

which tiime they do not cohabit with their hufbands
; the cxceffivc

labour to which they are always condemned in whatever fituation

they may be ; and the cuflom eftabliflied in many places of per-

mitting the young women to proftitute themfelves before marriage.

Added to this, he fays, the extreme mifery to which thefe people are

fometimes reduceil, takes from them all defire of having children ^

Among fome of the ruder tribes it is a maxim not to burden them-

felves with rearing more than two of their offspring *=. When
twins are bom, one of them is commonly abandoned, as the

mother cannot rear them both ; and when a mother dies during

the period of fuckling her child, no chance of preferving its life

remains, and, as in New Holland, it is buried in the fame grave

with the breaft that nourilhed it ''.

As the parents are frequently expofed to want themfelves, the

difficulty of fupporting their children becomes at times {o great,

that they are reduced to the neceffity of abandoning or deftroying

them*". Deformed children are very generally expofed; and among
fome of the tribes in South America, the children of mothers who

do not bear their labours well, experience a ilmilar fate, from a fear

that the offspring may inherit the weaknefs of its parent ^

To caufes of this nature we muft afcribe the remarkable exemp-
tion of the Americans from deformities of make. Even when a mo-

ther endeavours to rear all her children without diftind;ion, fo great

" Letties Edlf. torn. vii. p. 20. 22. ^
Charlevoix, N. Fr. torn. iii. p. 304.

Robertfon, b. iv. p. 107. Lettres Edif. torn. ix. p. 140.
"^

Robertfon,

b iv. p. 1C7, Lettres Edif. torn. viii. p. 86. f Robertfon, b. iv. p. 108.
'
Lafitau, McEurs des Sauv. torn, i. p. 592i

a proportion
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a proportion
of the whole number pcriOies under the rigorous

treatment that muft be their lot in the favage ftate, that probably

none of thofe who labour under any original weaknefs or infir-

rnity can attain the age of manhood. If they be not cut off as foon

as they are born, they cannot long protrad their lives under the

fevere difcipline that awaits them ^ In the Spanifli provinces, where

the Indians do not live fo laborious a life, and are prevented from

dellroying their children, great numbers of them are deformed,

dwarfilh, mutilated, blind, and deaf*.

Polygamy feems to have been generally allowed among the Ame-

ricans, but the privilege was feldom ufed, except by the Caciques

and chiefs, and now and then by others in fome of the fertile pro-

vinces of the South, where fubfiftence was more eafdy procured.

The difficulty of fupporting a family confined the mafs of the people
to one wife ""

; and this difficulty was fo generally known and ac-

knowledged, that fathers, before they confented to give their daugh-
ters in marriage, required unequivocal proofs in the fuitor ot his ikill

in hunting, and his confequent ability to fupport a wife and chil-

dren \ The women, it is faid, do not marry early '; and this feems

to be confirmed by the libertinage among them before marriage, fa

frequently taken notice of by the miffionaries and other writers ^

The cufloms above enumerated, which appear to have been gene-
rated principally by the experience of the difficulties attending the

rearing of a family, combined with the great proportion of children

that muft neceffarily perifli under the hardfhips of favage life, infpite

Charlevoix, torn. iii. p. 303. Raynal, Hift. dcs Indes, torn. viii. 1. xv. p. 22.

**

Robertfon, b. iv. p. 73. Voyage d'Ulloa, torn. i. p. 232. Robertfon,.

b. iv. p. 102. Lettres Edif. torn. viii. p. 87.
** Lettres Edif. torn. ix.

p. 364. Robertfon, b. iv. p. 115.
*
Robertfon, b. iv. p. 107.

^ Lettres

Edif. paflim. Voyage d'Ulloa, torn. 1. p. 343, Burke's America, vol. i. p. 187.

Charlevoix, torn. iii. p. 303, 304.

of



30 Of the Chech to Population . book i.

of the beft efforts of their parents to fave them % muft, without

doubt, moft powerfully reprefs the rifmg generation.

When the young favagc, by a fortunate train of circumftances/

has paifed fafely through the perils of his childhood, other dan-

gers fcarcely lefs formidable await him on his approach to manhood.

The difeafes to which man is fubjecft in the favage ftate, though
fewer in number, are more violent and fatal than thofe which pre-

vail in civilized fociety. As favages are wonderfully improvident,

and their means of fubfiftence always precarious, they often pafs

from the extreme of want to exuberant plenty, according to the

viciffitudes of fortune in the chace, or to the variety in the produc-

tions of the feafons ''. Their inconiiderate gluttony in the one cafe,

and their fevere abllinence in the other, are equally prejudicial to

the human conflitution ;
and their vigour is accordingly at fome

feafons impaired by want, and at others by a fuperfluity of grofs

aliment, and the diforders arifmg from indigeftions ^ Thefe,

which may be confidered as the unavoidable confequence of their

mode of living, cut off confiderable numbers in the prime of life.

They are likewife extremely fubjedl to confumptions, to pleuretic,

afthmatic, and paralytic diforders, brought on by the immoderate

hardfliips and fatigues which they endure in hunting and war, and

by the inclemency of the feafons to which they are continually

expofed ^.

The miffionaries fpeak of the Indians in South America as fub-

jeA to perpetual difeafes for which they know no remedy ^ Igno-

rant of the ufe of the moft fimple herbs, or of any change in

their grofs diet, they die of thefe difeafes in great numbers. The

* Creuxius fays, that fcarcely one in thirty reach manhood. (Hift. Canad. p. 57) ;

but this muft be a great exaggeration.
^
Robertfon, b. iv. p. 85.

'^ Char-

levoix, tom.iii. p. 302, 303.
^
Robertfon, b, iv. p. 86. Charlevoix, torn. iii.

p. 364. Lafitau, torn. ii. p. 36c, 361.
"^ Lettres Edif. torn. viii. p. 83.

jefuit
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different dire<flions, without finding a fingle hut, or obfemng the

footfteps of a fnigle creature. In fome parts of North America,

where the climate is more rigorous, and the foil lefs fertile, the defo-

lation is ftill greater. Vaft trails of fome hundred leagues have been

croffed through uninhabited plains and forefts \ The miffionaries

fpeak ofjournies of twelve days without meeting wath a fmgle foul ^,

and of immenfe trafts of country, in which fcarcely three or fuur fcat-

tered villages were to be founds Some of thefe deferts did not fur-

nilh game*^, and were therefore entirely defolate; others, which were

to a certain degree ftocked with it, were traverfed in the hunting

feafons, by parties, who encamped, and remained in different fpots,

according to the fuccefs they met with, and were therefore really in-

habited in proportion to the quantity of fubfiftence which they

yielded ^

Other diftridls of America are defcribed as comparatively fully

peopled ; fuch as the borders of the great northern lakes, the fhores

of the Miffifippi, Louifiana, and many provinces in South America.

The villages here were large, and near each other, in proportion to

the fuperior fruitfulnefs of the territory in game and fifti, and the ad-

vances made by the inhabitants in agriculture ^. The Indians of the

^reat and populous empires of Mexico and Peru, fprung undoubtedly

from' the fame ftock, and originally poffeiTed the fame cuffoms, as

their ruder brethren ; but the moment that, by a fortunate train of

circumftances, they were led to improve and extend their agriculture,

B. coniiderable population rapidly followed, in fpite of the apathy of

the men, or the dcftru6live habits of the women. Thefe habits would,

indeed, in a great meafure yield to the change of circumftances ; and

the fubftitution of a more quiet and. fedentary life, for a life of per-

*
Robertfon, b. iv, p. 129, 130. .

^ Lettres Edif. torn. vi. p. 357.
= Lettres Edif. torn. vi. p. 321.

' Lettres Edif. torn. ix. p. 145.
* Lettres Edif. torn. vi. p. 66^ 81, 345. torn. ix. p. 145.

^ Lettres Edit torn. ix.

p. 90, 143. Robertfon, b. iv. p. 141.

petual
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petual wandering and hardfhip, would immediately render the women
more fruitful, and enable them at the fame time to attend to the

wants of a larger family.

In a general view of the American continent, as defcribed by hif-

torians, the population feems to have been fpread over the furfacc

very nearly in proportion to the quantity of food, which the inhabit-

ants of the different parts, in the adlual flate of their indttftry and

improvement, could obtain ; and that, with few exceptions, it prefled

hard againft this limit, rather than fell fhort of it, appears, from

the frequent recurrence of diftrefs for want of food in all parts of

America.

Remarkable inddances occur, according to Dr. Robertfbn, of the

calamities which rude nations fufFer by famine. As one of them, he

mentions an account given by Alvar Nugnez Cabeca de Vaca, one

of the Spanilh adventurers, who refided almoft nine years among the

favages of Florida. He defcribes them as unacquainted with every

fpecies of agriculture, and living chiefly upon the roots of different

plants, which they procure with great difficulty, wandering from

place to place in fearch of them. Sometimes they kill game, fome-

times they catch fifh, but in fuch fmall quantities, that their hunger
is fo extreme, as to compel them to eat fpiders, the eggs of ants,

worms, lizards, ferpents, a kind of undluous earth, and, I am per-

fuaded, he fays, that, if in this country there were any ftones, they
would fwallow them. They preferve the bones of fifhes and fer-

pents, which they grind into powder and eat. The only feafon when

they do not fufFer much from famine, iswhen a certain fruit like the

opuntia, or prickly-pear, is ripe ; but they are fometimes obliged to

travel far from their ufual place of refidence in order to find it. In

another place, he obferves, that they are frequently reduced to pafs

two or three days without food \

Ellis, in his voyage to Hudfon's Bay, feelingly defcribes the fuffer-

. Robertfon, note 28. to p. 117. b. iv,

ings
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ings of the Indians in that neighbourhood from extreme want. Hav-

ing mentioned the feverity of the cUmate, he fays,
" Great as thefe

"
hardfhips are which refult from the rigour of the cold, yet it may

"
juflly be affirmed, that they are much inferior to thofe which they

**
feel from the fcarcity of provifions, and the difficulty they -arc

" under of procuring them. A ftory which is related at the fado-
*'

ries, and known to be true, will fufficicntly prove this, and give the
"

compaffionate reader a juft idea of the miferies to which thefe un-
"

happy people are expofed," He then gives an account of a poor
Indian and his wife, who, on the failure of game, having eat up all

the fkins which they wore as clothing, were reduced to the dreadful

extremity of fupporting themfelves on the flefh of two of their chil-

dren '*. In another place he fays,
" It has fometimes happened, that

** the Indians who come in fummer to trade at the fadtories, miffing
*' the fuccours they expedled, have been obliged to finge off the hair

" from thoufands of beaver fkins in order to feed upon the leather ^."

The Abbe Raynal, who is continually realbning moft inconfiftently

in his comparifons of favage and civilized life, though in one place

he fpeaks of the favage as morally fure of a competent fubfiftence, yet

m his account of the nations of Canada, he fays, that though they

lived in a country abounding in game and fifh, yet in fome feafons,

and fometimes for whole years, this refource failed them; and famine

then occafioned a great deftru6bion among a people who were at too

great ^ diftance to affift each other''.

Charlevoix, fpeaking of the inconveniences and diftrefles to which

the miffionaries were fubjed:, obferves, that not unfrequently the

evils which he had been defcribing are effaced by a greater, in com-

parifon of which all the others are nothing. This is famine. It is

true, fays he, that the favages can bear hunger with as much pa-

tience, as they Ihew careleilnefs in providing againft it ; but they

*p. 196.
^

p. 194.
*^

Raynal, Hift. des Indes, torn. v1Ti. I. xv. p. 22.
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are fomctimes reduced to extremities beyond their power to fup-

port *.

It is the general cuftom among moft of the American nations, eyen

thofe which have made fome progrefs in agriculture, to difperfe

themfclves in the woods at certain feafons of the year, and to fubfift

for fome months on the produce of the chace, as a principal part of

their annual fupplies ''. To remain in their villages, expofes them to

certain famine*^; and in the woods they are not always fure to efcapc

it. The moft able hunters fometimes fail of fuccefs, even where ^

there is no deficiency ofgame
^

;
and in their forefts, on the failure of

this refource, the hunter or the traveller is expofed to the mofl cruel

want^ The Indians, in their hunting excurfions, are fometimes re-

duced to pafs three or four days, without food*"; and a milTionary
relates an account of fome Iroquois who, on one of thefe occafions,

having fupported themfelves as long as they could, by eating the fkins

which they had with them, their fhoes, and the bark of trees, at

length, in defpair, facrificed fome of the party to fupport the reft. Oat

of eleven, five only returned alive s.

The Indians, in many parts of South America, live in extreme

want ^, and are fometimes dcftroyed by abfolute famines *. The

iilands, rich as they appeared to be, were peopled fully up to the level

of their produce. If a few Spaniards fettled in any diftrid:, fuch a

fmall addition of fupernumerary mouths foon occafioned a fevere

dearth of provifions ^. The flourilliing Mexican empire was in the

fame ftate in this refpeA; and Cortez often found the greatcft diffi-

culty in procuring fubfiflcnce for his fmall body of foldiers K Even

the Millions of Paraguay, with all the care and forefight of th^ Jc-

Hift. N. Fr. torn. iii. p. 338.
^ Lettres Edif. tortv. vi. pi ^, 8i, 345. ix. 145.

" Lettres Edif. torn. vi. 82, 196, 197,215. ix. 151.
'^

Charlevoix, N. Fr.

torn. iii. p. 201. Henneflin, Moeurs des Sauv. p. 78.
* Lettres Edif. torn vi.

p. 167, 220. ^
Id. torn. vi. p. 33.

6 Id. torn. vi. p. 71.
^ Id. torn. vii. p. 383. ix. 140.

'

Id. torn. viii. p. 79.
^

Robertfon,

b. iv. p. 121. Burke's America, vol. i. p. 30.
*

Robertfon, b. viii. p. ai2.
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iiiits, and notwithflanding that their population was kept down by

frequent epidemicks, were by no means totally exempt from the pref-

fure of want. The Indians of the Miflion of St. Michael are men-

tioned as having at one time incrcafed fo much, that the lands, capa-

ble of cultivation in their neighbourhood, produced only half of the

grain necelTary for their fupport ^. Long droughts often deftroyed

their cattle^ and occafioned a failure of their crops ; and on thefe

occafions fome of the Miflions were reduced to the moft extreme in-

digence, and would have perifhed from famine, but for the affiftancc

of their neighbours "",

The late voyages to the northweft coaft of America, confirm thefe

accounts of the frequent preflure of want in favage life, and fhew the

uncertainty of the refource of fifliing, which feems to afford, in ge-

neral, the moft plentiful harveft of food that is furnifhed by unaflift-

ed nature. The fea on the coaft near Nootka Sound is feldom or

never fo much frozen as to prevent the inhabitants from having ac-

cefs to it. Yet from the very great precautions they ufe in laying

up ftores for the winter, and their attention to prepare and preferve

whatever food is capable of it, for the colder feafons, it is evident that

the fea at thefe times yields no fifh
; and it appears, that they often

undergo very great hardfhips from want of provifions in the cold

months'". During a Mr. Maccay's ftay at Nootka Sound, from 1786
to 1787, the length and feverity of the winter occafioned a famine.

The ftock of dried fifli was expended, and no frefh fupplies of any
kind were to be caught, fo that the natives were obliged to fubmit to

a fixed allowance, and the chiefs brought every day to our country-
men the ftated meal of feven dried herrings' heads. Mr. Meares fays,

that the perufal of this gentleman's journal would fhock any mind

tindured with humanity ^

Captain Vancouver mentions fome of the people to the north of

* Lettres Edif. torn. ix. p. 381.
''
Id. torn. ix. p. 191.

*^

Id. torn. ix.

f. 206, 380.
* Meares's Voy. ch, xxiv. p. 266* * Id. ch. xi. p. i32.

Nootka
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Nootka Sound, as living very mifcrably on a pafte made of the inner

bark of the pine tree, and cockles ^. In one of the boat excurfions,

a party of Indians was met with who had fome hahbut, but, though

very high prices were offered, they could not be induced to part with

any. This, as Captain Vancouver obferves, was fingular, and indi-

cated a very fcanty fupply ^. At Nootka Sound in the year 1 794, fifli

had become very fcarce, and bore an exorbitant price ; as, either from

the badnefs of the feafon, or from neglecl, the inhabitants had experi-

enced the greateft diftrefs for want ofprovifions during the winter*'.

Peroufe defcribes the Indians in the neighbourhood of Port Fran-

cois, as living during the fummer in the greateft abundance by filh-

ing, but expofed in the winter to perifh from want ^.

It is not, therefore, as Lord Kaimes imagines, that the American

tribes have never increafed fufficiently to render the paftoral or agri-

cultural ftate neceffary to them "
; but, from fome caufe or other, tfiey

have not adopted in any great degree thefe more plentiful modes of

procuring fubfiftence, and therefore, cannot have increafed fo as to

become populous. If hunger alone could have prompted the favage

tribes of America to fuch a change in their habits, I do not conceive

that there would have been a fmgle nation of hunters and fifhers

remaining ; but it is evident, that fome fortunate train of circum-

ftances, in addition to this flimulus, is neceffary for this purpofe; and

it is undoubtedly probable, that thefe arts of obtaining food, will be

firft invented and improved in thofe fpots that are beft fuited to them,

and where the natural fertility of the fituation, by allowing a greater

number of people to fubfift together, would give the faireft chance

to the inventive powers ofthe human mind.

Among moft of the American tribes that we have been confider-

ing, fo great a degree of equality prevailed, that all the members oi

* Vancouver's Voy. vol. ii. b. ii. c. ii. p. 273.
^ Id. p. 28a.

^ Id. vol. iii. b. vi. c. i. p. 304.
^
Voy. de Peroufe, ch. ix. p. 430.

* Sketches of the Hift. of Man. vol. i. p. 99, 105. 8vo. 2d edit.
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each community would be nearly equal fharers in the general hard'

fhips of favage life, and in the prefliire of occafional famines. But

in many of the more fouthern nations, as in Bagota % and among
the Natchez ^, and particularly in Mexico and Peru, where a great

diftindiion of ranks prevailed, and the lower clafles were in a ftate

of abfolute fervitude % it is evident that, on occafion of any failure

of fubfillence, thefe would be the principal fufFerers, and the pofitivc

checks to population would ad: almoft exclufively on this part of

the community.
The very extraordinary depopulation that has taken place among

the American Indians, may appear to fome to contradid the theory

which is intended to be eltabliflied; but it will be found that tht

y caufes of this rapid diminution may all be refolved into the three

great checks to population that have been flated ; and it is not

afferted, that thefe checks, operating from particular circumftances

with unufual force, may not in fome inftances be more powerful

even than the principle of increafe.

The infatiable fondnefs of the Indians for fpirituous liquors ^f.

which, according to Charlevoix, is a rage that paiTes all expreffion %

by producing among them perpetual quarrels and contefls, which

often terminate fatally, by cxpofing them to a new train of dif-

orders which their mode of life, unhts them to contend with,

aad, by deadening and deftroying the generative faculty in its very

3urce, may alone be confidered as a vice adequate to produce the

prefent depopulation. In addition to this, it ihould be obferved,

that almoft every where the connexion of the Indians with Euro-

peans, has tended to break their fpirit, to weaken or to give a

wrong diredion to their induftry, and in confequence to diminifli

the fources of fubfiflence. in St. Domingo, the Indians negleded pur-

pofely to cultivate their lands iii order to ftarve out their cruel oppref-

^
F^obertfon, b. iv. p. 141.

^ Lettres Edif. torn. vii. p. 21. Robcrtfon,

b. iv. p. 139.
'^

Robertfon, b. vii. p. 190, 242.
^
Major Rogers's

Account of North America, p. aio.
"
Charlevoix, torn, iii. p. 302.

fors.
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fors*. In Peru and Chill, the forced induftrj of the natives v^as

fatally direcfted to the digging into the bowels of the earth, inftead

of cultivating its furface ; and among the northern nations, the

extreme defire to purchafe European fpirits, diredied the induftry of

the greateft part of them, almoft exclufiv^ely, to the procuring of

peltry for the purpofe of this exchange ^ which would prevent their

attention to the more fruitful fources of fubiiftence, and at the

fame time tend rapidly to deftroy the produce of the chace. The
number of wild animals, in all the known parts of America, is pro-

bably even more diminifhed than the number of people*". The

attention to agriculture has every where flackened, rather than in-

crcafed, as might at firft have been expelled, from European con-

nexion. In no part of America, either North or South, do we hear

of any of the Indian nations living in great plenty, in confequence of

their diminiflied numbers. It may not, therefore, be very far from ^

the truth, to fay, that even now, in fpite of all the powerful caufes

of deftrudiion that have been mentioned, the average population
of the American nations is, with few exceptions, on a level with-

the average quantity of food, which in the pirefent ftate of their

induftry they can obtain.

'
Robertfon, b. il. p. 185. Burke's America, vol. i. p. 300.

^ Charle-

voix, N. Fr. torn. iii. p. 260. ^ The general introdudlion of iire-arms among
th.e Indians, has probably gieady contribotcd to the diminution.of tlie wild aniiaals..

H A Pi



( 4^ )

CHAP. V.

Of the Chech to Population hi the Iflaiids of the South Sea.

1 HE Abbe Raynal fpeaking of the ancient ftate of the Britiili

ides, and of iflanders in general, fays of them: "
It is among thefe

"
people that we trace the origin of that multitude of fmgular in-

'' ftitutions that retard the progrefs of population. Anthropophagy,
" the caftration of males, the infibulation of females, late mar-
"

riages, the confecration of virginity, the approbation of celibacy,
'* the punifliments exercifed againft girls who become mothers at

** too early an age *," &c. Thefe cuftoms, caufed by a fuperabund-
ance of population in iflands, have been carried, he fays, to the

continents, where philofophers of our days are ftill employed to

invefligate the reafon of them. The Abbe does not feem to be

aware, that a favage tribe in America, furrounded by enemies, or a

civilized and populous nation, hemmed in by others in the fame

ilate, is in many refpeAs in a fimilar fituation. Though the bar-

riers to a further increafe of population be not fo well defined,

and fo open to common obfervation, on continents, as on iflands,

yet they flill prefent obftacles that are nearly as infurmountable :

and the emigrant, impatient of the diftrefles which he felt in his

own country, is by no means fecure of finding relief in another.

There is probably no ifiand yet known, the produce of which could

not be further increafed. This is all that can be faid of the whole

earth. Both are peopled up to their a<5lual produce. And the whole

earth is in this refped: like an ifland. - But as the bounds to the

*
Raynal, Hift. des Indes, vol.iti. liv. Ui. p. 3. 10 vols. 8vo. 1795.

number
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number of people on iflands, particularly when they are of fmall

extent, are fo narrow, and fo di{lind:ly marked, that every perfon

muft fee and acknowlege them, an inquiry into the checks to

population on thofe of which we have the moft authentic accounts

may perhaps tend confiderably to illullrate the prefent fubjetl. T he

queftion that is afked in captain Cook's firft voyage, with refped;

to the thinly fcattered favages of New Holland,
'^

By what means
" the inhabitants of this country are reduced to fuch a number as it

*' can fubfift
^
?" may be afked with equal propriety of the moft popu-

lous iflands in the South Sea, or of the beft peopled countries in Eu-

rope and Aiia. The queftion, applied generally, appears to me to be

highly curious, and to lead to the elucidation of fomc of the moft

obfcure, yet important points, in the hiftory of human fociety. I

cannot fo clearly and concifely defcribe the precife aim of the firft

part of the prefent work, as by faying, that it is an endeavour to

anfwer this queftion fo applied.

Of the large iflands of New Guinea, New Britain, New Cale-

donia, and the New Hebrides, little is known with certainty. The

ftate of fociety in them is probably very fmiilar to that which pre-

vails among many of the favage nations of America. They appear

to be inhabited by a number of different tribes who are engaged in

frequent hoftilities with each other. The chiefs have little au-

thority ;
and private property being in confequence infecure, pro- A

vifions have been rarely found on them in abundance ^. With the

large ifland of New Zealand we are better acquainted; but not

in a manner to give us a favourable impreftion of the ftate of fociety

among its inhabitants. The picture of it drawn by captain Cook in

his three different voyages, contains fome of the darkeft fliadcs

that are any where to be met with in the hiftory of human nature.

* Cook's Firft Voyage, vol. iii. p. 240. 4to.
^ See the different accounts of

New Guinea and New Britain, in the Hijlolre des Navigations aux tencs Aujirales \

and ofN^w Caledonia and the New Hebrides in Cook's Second Voyage, vol. ii. b. iii.

I The



48 Of the Chech to Population book i.

The {late of perpetual hoflility in which the different tribes of thefc

people live with each other, feems to be even more ftriking than

among the favages of any part of America ^
; and their cuftom oi

eating human flefli, and even their relifh for that kind of food, are

eftablilhed beyond a poffibility of doubt ^ Captain Cook, who is by
no means inclined to exaggerate the vices of favage life, fays of the

natives in the neighbourhood of Queen Charlotte's Sound,
" If I

*' had followed the advice of all our pretended friends, I might
** have extirpated the whole race

;
for the people of each hamlet

"*' or village, by turns, applied to me to deftroy the other. One
*' would have thought it almoft impoilible that fo ilriking a proof
** of the divided ftate in which thefe miferable people \i\c, could

** have been affigncd''." And in the fame chapter further on, he

favs,
" From my own obfervations, and the information of Tawei-

''
harooa, it appears to me, that the New Zealanders muft live

*' under perpetual apprehenllons of being dcftroyed by each other ;

** there being few of their tribes that have not, as they think,
*' fuftained wrongs from fome other tribes, which they are con-

"
tinually upon the watch to revenge. And perhaps the defire of

*' a good meal may be no fmall incitement.****Their method of

'*

executing their horrible defigns, is by ftealing upon the ad-

** verfe party in the night; and if they find them unguarded
*'

(which, however, I believe is very feldom the cafe) they kill

**
every one indifcriminately, not even fparing the women and

*' children. When the maifacre is completed, they either feafh

" and gorge themfelves on the fpot, or carry off as many of the

*' dead bodies as they can, and devour them at home with a<fts of

*'
brutality too fhocking to be defcribed.****To give quarter, or to

*' take prifoners,
makes no part of the military law, fo that the van-

Cook'^s Firft Voyage, vol. ii. p. 345'. SeCcSnd Voyage, vol i.p Joi. Third Voyage,

vol, i. p. 161, &c. ^ Second* Voyage, vol. i. p. 246.
*^ Third Voyage,

vol. i p. 1:4-

2
*'

quiflied



CHAP. V. the I/lands of the South Sea. 40
*'

quifhed can only fave their lives by flight. This perpetual ftate

" of war, and deftru6live method of condu<5ting it, operates {o
'^

ftrongly in producing habitual circumfpe(51:ion, that one hardly
*^ ever finds a Nevv^ Zealander off his guard, either by night or by
"

day^"
As thefe obfervations occur in the laft voyage, in which, the

errors of former accounts w^ould have been corrected, and as a conftant

ilate of warfare is here reprefented as prevailing to fuch a degree,

that it may be considered as the principal check to the population

of New Zealand, little need be added on this fubje<5l. We are not

informed whether any cuftoms are pradlifed by the women unfa-

vourable to population. If fuch be known, they are probably never

reforted to, except in times of great diftrefs ;
as each tribe will na-

turally wifh to increafe the number of its members, in order to give

itfelf greater power of attack and defence. But the vagabond life

which the women of the fouthern ifland lead, and the conftant

{tate of alarm in which they live, being obliged to travel and work

with arms in their hands ''j muft undoubtedly be very unfavourable

to geflation, and tend greatly to prevent large families.

Yet, powerful as thefe checks to population are, it appears, from

the recurrence of feafohs of fcarcity, that they feldom reprefs the

number of people below the average means of fubfiftence. ** That
*' fuch reafons there are (Captain Cook fays) our obfervations leave

** us no room to doubts" Filh is a principal part of their food,

which, being only to be procured on the fea coaft, and at certain

times ^y muft always be confidered as a precarious refource. If

muft be extremely difficult to dry and preferve any conftderable

ftores in a ftate of fociety fubjed: to fuch conftant alarms ; particu-

larly, as we may fuppofe, that the bays and creeks moft abounding
iii fifti would moft frequently be the fubjeA of obftinate conteft, to

Cook's Third Voy. vol. i. p. 137.
"^

Id. Second Voy. vol. i. p. 127.
* Id. Firft Voy. vol. iii, p. 66. Id. p. 43
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people who were wandering in fearch of food*. The vegetable pro-
du6lions are, the fern root, yams, clams, and potatoes ^. The three

laft are raifed by cultivation, and are feldom found on the foutherrr

ifland, where agriculture is but little known''. On the occafional

failure of thefe fcanty refources from unfavourable feafons, it may
be imagined that the diftrefs muft be dreadful. At fuch periods it

does not feem improbable, that the defire of a good meal fhould give

additional force to the defire of revenge, and that they fhould be
*'

perpetually deftroying each other by violence, as the only alter-

" native of perilhing by hunger ''."

If w^e turn our eyes from the thinly fcattered inhabitants of

New Zealand, to the crowded fliores of Otaheite and the Society

Iflands, a different fcene opens to our view. All apprehenfion of

dearth feems at firft fight to be banilhed from a country that is de-

fcribed to be fruitful as the garden of the Hefperides *. But this

firft impreffion would be immediately corred:ed by a moment's re-

flexion. Happinefs and plenty have always been confidered as the

moft powerful caufes of increafe. In a delightful climate, where

few difeafcs are known, and the women arc condemned to no

fevere fatigues, why Ihould not thefe caufes operate wdth a force un-

paralleled in Icfs favourable regions ? Yet, if they did, where

could the population find room and food in fuch circumfcribed

limits ? If the numbers in Otaheite, not 40 leagues in circuit, far-

prifed Captain Cook, when he calculated them at two hundred and

four thoufand \ where could they be difpofed of in a fmgle century,

when they would amount to above three millions, fuppofmg them

to double their numbers every twenty-five years ^,. Each ijland of

the

Cook^s Third Voy. vol. i. p. 157.
'' Id. FirR Voy. vol. iii. p. 43.

'
1(1. Firft Voy. vol. ii. p. 405.

^ Id. Fiifl: Voy. vol. iii. p. 45.
*

Miflionary Voy. Appendix, p. 347.
' Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 349.

s 1 feel very little doubt that this rate of increafe is much flower than would realiy

take place, fuppofing every check to be removed. If Qtahsite, with its prefent prc^

duce,,
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the group would be in a fimilar fituation. The removal from one

to another, would be a change of place, but not a change of the

ipecles of dlftrefs. Effectual emigration, or effectual importation,

would be utterly excluded, from the fituation of the iflands, and the

Hate of navigation among their inhabitants.

The difficulty, here, is reduced to fo narrow a com.pafs, is {o clear,

precife, and forcible, that we cannot efcape from it. It cannot be

anfwered in the ufual vague and inconfidcrate manner, by talking

of emigration, and further cultivation. In the prefent inffcance we
cannot but acknowledge, that the one is impoffible, and the other

glaringly inadequate. The fuUeft convi(5lion muft ftare us in the

face, that the people on this' group of illands could not continue to

double their numbers every twenty-five years; and before we pro-

ceed to inquire into the ftate of fociety on them, we muft be per-

fe^ly certam, that, unlefs a perpetual miracle render the women
barren, we Ihall be able to trace fome very powerful checks to

population in the habits of the people.

The fucceffivx accounts that we have received of Otaheite and

the neighbouring iilands, leave us no room to doubt the exiftence

of the Eareeoie focieties
* which have juftly occafioned fo much

furprife among civilized nations. They have been fo often defcribed,

that little more need be faid of them here, than that promifcuous
intercourfe and infanticide appear to be their fundamental Jaws.

They confift exclufively of the higher clafTes
;

" and (according to

** Mr. Anderfon'') fo agreeable is this licentious plan of life to their

*'

difpofition,

duce, were peopled only with an hundred perfons, the two fexes in equal numbers, and

each man conllant to one woman, I cannot but think, that for five or {ix fucceffive

periods, the increafe would be more rapid than in any inftance hitherto known, and that

they would probably double their numbers in lefs than fifteen years.

^ Cook's Firft Voy. vol.ii. p. 207. be feq. Second Voy. vol. i. p. 352. Third

Voy. vol. ii. p. 157. & feq. Miflionary Voy. Appendix, p. 34.6, 4to.
^ Mr. Anderfon afted in the capacity of naturalift and furgeon in Cook's laft voyage.

Captain Cook and all the officers of the expedition feem to have had a very high opinion

H 2 of
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"
difpofitlon, that the mofl: beautiful of both fexes thus commonly

*f fpend their youthful days, habituated to the practice of enormities

" that would difgrace the rnoft favage tribes.****When an Eareeoie

'* woman is delivered of a child, a piece of cloth dipped in water
"

is applied to the mouth and nofe which fuffocates it ^." Captain

Cook obferves,
'^ It is certain, that thefe focieties greatly prevent

*' the increafe of the fuperior claffes of people of which they are

"
compofed ^." Of the truth of this obfervation there can be no

doubt.

Though no particular inftitutions of the fame nature have beea

found among the lower clafles ; yet the vices which form their moft

prominent features are but too generally fpread. Infanticide is not

confined to the Eareeoies. It is permitted to all ; and as its preva-

lence, among the higher clafTes of the people, has removed from it

all odium, or imputation of poverty, it is probably often adopted,

rather as a fafhion, than a refort of neceffity, and appears to be

pradifed familiarly and without referve.

It is a very juft obfervation of Hume, that the permiffion of in-

fanticide generally contributes to increafe the population of a coun-

try ^, By removing the fears of too numerous a family, it encou-

rages marriage, and the powerful yearnings of nature prevent parents

from reforting to fo cruel an expedient, except in extreme cafes.

The fafhion of the Eareeoie focieties in Otaheite and its neighbour- ,

ing iflands, may have made them an exception to this obfervation,

and the cuflom has probably here a contrary tendency.

The debauchery and promifcuous intercourfe which prevail among
the lower clafTes of people, though in fome inflances they may have

been exaggerated, are eflabliflied to a great extent, on unqueftion-

able authority. Captain Cook, in a profefTed endeavour to refcue

of his talents and accuracy of obfervation. His accounts therefore may be looked upon
as of the firft authority.

* Cook's Third Voy. vol. ii. p. 158, 159.
^

Id. Second Voy. vol: i. p. 352.

Hume's Efiays, vol. i.
eflliy

xi. p. 431. 8vo, 1764.

3
'

the



CHAP. V. the IJlands of the South Sea. to

the women of Otaheite from a too general imputation of licen-

tioufnefs, acknowledges that there are more of this charadler here,

than in other countries, making at the fame time a remark of a

moft decifive nature, by obierving, that the women who thus

condu(5l themfelves, do not in any refpecl lower their rank in

fociety, but mix indifcriminately with thofe of the moft virtuous

character \

The common marriages in Otaheite are without any other cere-

mony than a prefent, from the man to the parents of the girl. And

this feems to be rather a bargain with them for permiflion to try

their daughter, than an abfolute contrail for a wife. If the father

Ihould think that he has not been fufficiently paid for his daughter,

he makes no fcruple of forcing her to leave her friend, and to coha-

bit with another perfon who may be more liberal. The man is

always at liberty to make a new choice. Should his confort become

pregnant, he may kill the child, and after that continue his con-

nexion with the mother, or leave her, according to his pleafure.

It is only when he has adopted a child, and fuffered it to live, that

the parties are confidered as in the marriage ftate. A younger wife,

however, may afterwards be joined to the firft; but the changing

of connexions is much more general than this plan, and is a thing fo

common, that they fpeak of it with great indifference **. Liberti-

nage before marriage, feems to be no objed;ion to a union of this

kind ultimately.

The checks to population from fuch a ftate of fociety would alone

appear fufficient to counteract the effeifts of the moft delightful cli-

mate and the moft exuberant plenty. Yet thefe are not all. The

wars between the inhabitants of the different iflands, and their civil

contentions among themfelves, are frequent, and fometimes carried,

on in a very deftrudlive manner *". Befides the wafte of human life

* Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 187.
^

Id, Third Voy. vol. ii. p. 157.
<=

Bouganville, Voy. autour du Monde, ch. iii. p. 217. Cook's JFirll Voy. vol. ii.

p. 244. Miffionary Voy. p. 2%\.

in
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in the field of battle, the conquerors generally ravage the enemy's

territory, kill or carry off the hogs and poultry, and reduce as much
Bs poffible the means of future fubfiflence. The illand of Otaheite

which, in the years 1767 and 1768, fwarriied with hogs and fowls,

was, in 1773, fo ill fupplled with thefe animals, that hardly any

thing could induce the owners to part with them. Thisi was attri-

buted by Captain Cook principally to the wars which had taken

place during that interval ^. On Captain Vancouver's vifit to Otaheite

in 1 79 1, he found that moft of his friends that he had left in 1777,

were dead ; that there had been many wars fmce that time, in fome

of which, the chiefs of the weftern diftridls of Otaheite had joined

the enemy; and that the king had been for a confidcrable time

completely worfted, and his own diftrifts entirely laid wade. Moft

of the animals, plants, and herbs, which Captain Cook had left, had

been deftroyed by the ravages of war ^.

The human facrifices which are frequent in Otaheite, though
alone fufficient ftrongly to fix the ftain of barbarifm on the cha-

racter of the natives, do not probably occur in fuch confiderable

numbers as materially to affedl the population of the country; and

the difeafes, though they have been dreadfviUy increafed by Euro-

pean contact, were before peculiarly lenient; and even for fome

time afterwards, were not marked by any extraordinary fatality ''.

The great checks to increafe, appear to be the vices of promif-

cuous intercourfe, infanticide, and war, each of thefe operating with

very confiderable force. Yet powerful in the prevention and de-

fhruClion of life as thefe caufes mufl be, they have not always kept
down the population to the level of the means of fubfiftence. Ac-

cording to Mr. Anderfon,
"

Notwithftanding the extreme ferti-

"
lity of the ifland, a. famine frequently happens in which it is faid

"
many perifh. Whether this be owing to the failure of fome

^ Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 182, 183.
* Vancouver's Voy. vol. i. b.i. c. 6.

p. 98. 4to.
^ Cook's Third Vey. Tol.ii. p. 148.

"
feafons,
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"

feafons, to over-population, which muft fometimes alraoft ne-
"

ceffarily happen, or wars, I have not been able to determine ;

''
though the truth of the fa6l may fairly be inferred from the

"
great economy that they obferve with refpecS to their food, even .

" when there is plenty ^" After a dinner with a chief at Ulietea,

Captain Cook obferved, that, when the company rofe, many of the

common people ruflied in, to pick up the crumbs which had fallen^

and for which they fearched the leaves very narrowly. Several

people daily attended the Ihips, and affifted the butchers for the

fake of
,
the entrails of the hogs which were killed. In general,

little feemed to fall to their fhare except offals.
"

It muft, however,
*' be owned,," Captain Cook fays,

" that they are exceedingly careful

" of every kind of provifion, and wafte nothing that can be eaten
**

by man, flefli and fifh efpecially ^.""

From Mr. Anderfon's account. It appears, that a very fmall

portion of animal food falls to the lot of the lower clafs of people,

and then, it is either fifli, fea-eggs, or other marine produd;ions ;

for they feldom or never eat pork. The king or principal chief, is

alone able to furniih this luxury every day ;.
and the inferior chiefs,

according to their riches, once a week, fortnight, or month *".

When the hogs and fowls have been diminiflied by wars,, or too

great confumption, a prohibition is laid upon thefe articles of food,

which continues in. force fometimes for feveral months, or even for

a year or two, during which time, of courfe, they multiply very

fall, and become again plentiful''. The common diet even of

the Eareeoies, who are among the principal, people of the iflands,

is, according to Mr. Anderfon, made up of at leaft nine tenths of

vegetable food^ And, as a diftinction of ranks is fo ftrongly marked,

and the lives and property of the lower clafTes of people appear to

depend abfolutely on the will of their- chiefe,- we may. well imagine

* Cook's TM id Voy. vol. ii. p. 153, 154'
^

1<1- Second Voy. vol. I. p. 176'..

^
Id. Third Voy. vol; ii. p. 154.

^- Id. p. 155.
^ Id. p. 148.

that:
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that thefe chiefs will often live in plenty while their vaffals and fer-

Tants are pinched with want.

From the late accounts of Otahelte, in the Miffionary Voyage, it

would appear, that the depopulating caufes above enumerated, have

operated with moft extraordinary force fmce Captain Cook's laft

vifit. A rapid fucceffion of deftru<^ive wars, during a part of that

interval, is taken notice of in the intermediate vifit of Captain Van-

couver
^

; and, from the fmall proportion of women remarked by the

Miffionaries ^ we may infer that a greater number of female infants

had been deftroyed than formerly. This fcarcity of women would

naturally increafe the vice of promifcuous intercourfe, and, aided by
the ravages of European difeafes, ftrike moft effectually at the root of

population '^.

^ It is probable that Captain Cook, from the data on which he

founded his calculation, may have overrated the population of Ota-

helte, and perhaps the Miffionaries have rated it too low ^
; but I

have no doubt that the population has very confiderably decreafed

fince Captain Cook's vifit, from the different accounts that are given
of the habits of the people, with regard to economy, at the different

periods. Captain Cook and Mr. Anderfon agree in defcribing their

extreme carefulnefs of every kind of food ; and Mr. Anderfon, appa-

rently after a very attentive inveftigatlon of the fubjeA, mentions the

frequent recurrence of famines. The Miffionaries, on the contrary,

though they ftrongly notice the diftrefs from this caufe in the Friendly
Iflands and the Marquefas, fpeak of the producftlons of Otahelte as

being in the greateft profufion ; and obferve, that, notwithftanding
the horrible wafte committed at feaftlngs, and by the Eareeole foci-

cty, want Is feldom known ^

It would appear from thefe accounts, that the population of Ota-

helte is at prefent repreffed confiderably below the average means of

* Vancouver's Voy. vol. i. b. i. c. 7. p. i^y.
^

Miffionary Voyage,
p. 192, & 385.

' Id. Appen. p. 347.
^

Id. ch, xHi p. 212.
*

Miffionary Voy. p. 19^. Appen. p. 385.

fubiiftence.
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fubfiflence, but it would be premature to conclude that it will con-

tinue long ib. The variations in the ftate of the ifland which were

obferved by Captain Cook, in his different vifits, appear to prove that

there are marked ofcillations in its profperity and population *. And
this is exadlly what we Ihould fuppofe from theory. We cannot ima-

gine that the population of any of thefe iflands has, for ages paft,

remained ftationary at a fixed number, or that it can have been re-

gularly increafing, according to any rate, however flow. Great fluc-

tuations mufl: neceflarily have taken place. Overpopuloufnefs would

at all times increafe the natural propenfity of favages to war
;
and

the enmities occafioncd by aggrefl[ions of this kind, would contin'Ue

to fpread devafl:ation, long after the original inconvenience, which

might have prompted them, had ceafed to be felt ^. The diftrefl!es

experienced from one or two unfavourable feafons, operating on a

crowded population,vsrhich wasbeforeliving with the greatefl: economy,
and prefling hard againfl: the limits of its food, would, in fuch a fl:ate

of fociety, occaflon the more general prevalence of infanticide and

promifcuous intercourfe
^

; and thelc depopulating caufes would, in

the fame manner, continue to a<fl with increafed force, for fome time

after the occafion which had aggravated them was at an end. A
change of habits to a certain degree, gradually produced by a change
of circumfl:arices, would foon refl:ore the population, which could not

long be kept below its natural level, without the mofl: extreme vio-

lence. How far European contadl may operate in Otaheite with this

extreme violence, and prevent it from recovering its former popula-

tion, is a point which experience only can determine. But fliould

this be the cafe, I have no doubt that on tracing the caufes of it, we
fliould find them to be aggravated vice and mifery.

Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 182, & feq. & 546.
*'

Miffionary Voy. p. 225-
' 1 hope I may never be mifunderftood with regard taforae of thefe preventive caufes

of overpopulation, and be fuppofed to imply the
flighteft approbation of them, merely

becaufe I relate their efFe<Sts. A caufe which may prevent any particular evil may be

beyond all comparifon worfe than the evil itfelf,

I Of
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Of the other iflands in the Pacific Ocean we have a lefs intimate

knowledge than of Otaheite
; but our information is fufficient to

aflure us, that the ftate of fociety in all the principal groups of thefe

iflands is, in moil refpedls, extremely fimilar. Among the Friendly
and Sandwich iflanders, the fame feudal fyflcm, and feudal turbu-

lence, the fame extraordinary power of the chiefs, and degraded ftate

of the lower orders of fociety, and nearly the fame promifcuous in-

tercourfe among a great part of the people, have been found to pre-

vail, as at Otaheite.

Jn the Friendly Iflands, though the power of the king was faid

to be unUmited, and the life and property of the fubjedl at his dif-

pofal ; yet it appeared, that fome of the other chiefs acfted like petty

fovereigns, and frequently thwarted his meafures, of which he often

complained-
" But however independent (Captain Cook fays) on

" the defpotic power of the king the great men may be, we faw in-

'* fiances enough to prove, that the lower orders of people have no
"

property nor fafety for their perfons, but at the will of the chiefs,
" to whom they refpe6lively belong*." The chiefs often beat the in-

ferior people mofl unmercifully ^, and when any of them were caught
in a theft on board the fliips,

their mafl:ers, far from interceding for

them, would often advife the killing of them
*^, which, as the chiefs

themfelves appeared to have no great horror of the crime of theft,

could only arife from their confidering the lives of thefe poor people
as abfolutely of no value.

Captain Cook, in his firfl: vifit to the Sandwich Iflands, had reafon

to think that external wars, and internal commotions, were ex-

tremely frequent among the natives^. And Captain Vancouver, in

his later account, ftrongly notices the dreadful devafl:ations in many
of the iflands from thefe caufes, lncefl"ant contentions had occafioned

alterations in the different governments fmce Captain Cook's viflt.

Cook's Third Voy. vol. i. p. 406. ?* p. 232. p, 233.
^ Jd. vol. ii. p. 247.

Only
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Only one chief of all that were known at that time was living ; and,

on inquiry, it appeared that few had died a natural death, moft of

them having been killed in thefe unhappy contefts '. The power of

the chiefs over the inferior clafles of the people in the Sandwich

Iflands appears to be abfolute. The people, on the other hand, pay
them the moft implicit obedience ; and this ftate of fervility has ma-

nifeftly a great efFcdl in debafing both their minds and bodies **. The

gradations of rank feem to be even more flrongly marked here, than

in the other iflands, as the chiefs of higher rank behave to thofe who
are lower in this fcale in the moft haughty and oppreflive manner "^^

It is not known that, either in the Friendly, or Sandwich Iflands,

infanticide is pradifed, or that any inftitutions are eftabliflied fimilar

to the Eareeoie focietres in Otaheite ; but it feems to be ftated on-

unqueftionable authority, that proftitution is extenfively difFufed, and

prevails to a great degree among the lower clafles of women'', which

muft always operate as a moft powerful check to population. It feems

highly probable, that the toutous, or fervants, who fpend the greateft

part of their time in attendance upon the chiefs', do not often marry;
and it is evident that the polygamy allowed to the fuperior people,

muft tend greatly to encourage and aggravate the vice of promif^
cuous intercourfe among the inferior clafl!es.

Were it an eftabliflied fadl, that in the more fertile iflands of the

Pacific Ocean, very little, or nothing, was fufFered from poverty and

want of food ; as we could not expe<ft to find among favages in ftich

climates any great degree of virtuous reftraint, the theory on the

fubjed: would naturally lead us to conclude, that vice, including war,

was the principal check to their population. The accounts which,

we have of thefe iflands ftrongly confirm this conclufion-. In the

*
Vancouver, vol. i. b. ii. c. ii. p. 187, 188. ^ Cook's Third' Voyage,

vol. iii. p. 157.
<= Ibid. * Cook's Third Voy. vol. i. p. 401. Vol. ii. p. 543.

Vol. iii, p. 130. Miilionary Voy. p. 270.
* Cook's Third Voy. vol. i. p. 394.

I z three^
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three great groups of iilands which have been noticed, vice appears
to be a moil prominent feature. In Eafter Ifland, from the great

difproportion of the males to the females % it can fcarcely be doubted

that infanticide prevails, though the facl may not have come to the

knowledge of any of our navigators. Peroufe feemed to think that

the women in each diftrid: were common property to the men ot

that diftriifl^ though the numbers of children which he faw% would

rather tend to contradid; this opinion. The fluctuations in the po-

pulation of Eafler Ifland appear to have been very confiderable, iince

its firft difcovery byRoggewein in 1722, though it cannot have been

much affeded by European intercourfe. From the defcription of

Peroufe, it appeared, at the time of his vifit, to be recovering its po-

pulation, which had been in a very low flate, probably either from

drought, civil difTenfions, or the prevalence in an extreme degree of

infanticide, and promifcuous intercourfe. When Captain Cook vi-

flted it in his fecond voyage, he calculated the population at fix or

feven hundred "^, Peroufe at two thoufand
"

; and, from the number of

children which he obferved, and the number of new houfes that

were building, he conceived that the population was on the increafe ^

In the Marianne Iilands, according to Pere Gobien, a very great

number ^ of the young men remained unmarried, lived like the

members of the Earecoie fociety in Otaheite, and were diilinguiihed

by a iimilar name ^. In the iiland of Formofa, it is faid, that the

women were not allowed to bring children into the world before the

age of thirty-five. If they were with child prior to that period, an

abortion was eiFefled by the prieftefs, and till the huiband was forty

* Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 289. Voyage de Peroufe, c. iv. p. 333. c. v,

p. 336. 4to. 1794.
^

Peroufe, c. iv. p. 326. c. v. p. 336,
^
Peroufe, c. v. p. 336.

** Cook's Second Voy. vol. i. p. 289,
*

Peroufe, c. v. p. 336. 'Ibid. b Une infinite de jeunes gens. Hifl.

des Navigations aux terrcs Auftrales, vol. ii. p. 507, ?* Cook's Third Voyage, .

vol. ii. p. 158. note of the Editor.

years
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years of age, the wife continued to live in her father's koufe, and was

only {ecu by ftealth '.

The tranfient vifits that have been made to fome other iflands,

and the imperfed: accounts that w^e have of them, do not enable us

to enter into any particular detail of their cuftoms ; but, from the ge-

neral fimilarity of thefe cuftoms, as far as has been obferved, we have

xeafon to think, that, though they may not be marked by fome

of the more atrocious peculiarities which have been mentioned,

vicious habits with refped: to women, and wars, arc the principal

checks to their population.

Thefe, however, are not all. On the fubjedl of the happy ftate of

plenty in which the natives of the South Sea iflands have been faid

to live, I am inclined to think, that our imaginations have been car-

ried beyond the truth, by the exuberant defcriptions which have

fometimes been given of thefe delightful fpots. The not unfrequent

preiTure of want, even in Otaheite, mentioned in Captain Cook's laft

voyage, has undeceived us with regard to the moft fertile of all thefe

iflands ; and from the Miffionary Voyage it appears, that at certain

times of the year, when the bread fruit is out of feafon, all fufFer a

temporary fcarcity. At Oheitahoo, one of the Marquesas, it amgunted

to hunger, and the very animals were pinched for want of food. At

Tongataboo, the principal of the Friendly Iflands, the chiefs, to fe-

* Harris's Collei^ion of Voyages, 2 vols, folio, edit. I744. vol. i. p. 794. This r&-

iation is given by John Albert de Mandelloe, a German traveller of fome reputation for

fidelity, thougli I believe, in this inftance, he takes his account from the Dutch writers

quoted by Montefquieu, (Efprit des Loix, liv. 23. ch. 17.) The authority is not per-

haps fufficient to eilablifh the exiftence of fo (Irange a cuftom, though I confefs that it

docs not appear to me wholly improbable. In the fame account, it is mentioned, that

there is no difference of condition among thefe people, and that their wars are fo bloodlefs,

that the death of afmgle perfon generally decides them. In a very healthy climate, where

the habits of the people were favourable to population, and ^ community ofgoods wasefta-

blifhed, as no iriidividual would have reafon to fear particular; poverty from a large family,

the government would be in a manner compelled to take upon Itfelf the fuppreffion of the

population by law; and as this would be the greateft violation of every natural feelings

there cannot be a more forcible argument againft a community of goods.

7 cure
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cure plenty, changed their abodes to other iflands *, and at times'

many of the natives fufFered much from want''. In the Sandwich

Iflands, long droughts fometimes occur "^

; hogs and yams are oftea

very fcarce*^, and vifitors are received with an unwelcome aufterity

very different from the profufe benevolence of Otaheite. In New
Caledonia, the inhabitants feed upon fpiders% and are fometimes re-

duced to eat great pieces of fteatite to appeafe the cravings of their

hunger ^

Thefe fa<5ls flrongly prove, that in whatever abundance the pro-

dudiions of thefe iflands may be found at certain periods, or how-

ever they may be checked by ignorance, wars, and other caufes, the

average population, generally fpeaking, preiTes hard againft the limits

of the average food. In a ftate of Ibciety, where the lives of the infe-

rior orders of the people feem to be confidered by their fuperiors as

abfolutely of no value, it is evident that we are very liable to be de^

ceived with regard to the appearances of abundance ;. and we may
eafily conceive, that hogs and vegetables might be exchanged in great

profufion for European commodities by the principal proprietors,

while their vaffals and flaves were fuffering feverely from w^nt.

I cannot conclude this general review of that department of hu-

man fociety, which has been clafled under the name of favage life,

without obferving, that the only advantage in it above civilized life

that I can difc^ver, is the poflTeflion of a greater degree of leifure by
the mafs of the people. There is lefs work to be done, and confe-

quently there is lefs labour. When we confider the inceflant toil to

which the lower clafles of ibciety in civilized life are condemned,

this cannot but appear to us a ftriking advantage ; but it is probably

overbalanced by greater difadvantages. In all thofe countries where

provifions are procured with facility, a moll tyrannical diftindtion o

*
Miffionary Voy. Appen. p. 385.

'' Id. p. 270.
^ Vancouver's

Voy. vol. ii. b. iii. c. viii. p. 230.
^

Id. c. vii. and vi'n.
'
Voyage ia

fcarch of Peroufe, ch. xUi. p. 420. Eng. tranil. 410.
^

Id', ch, xiii, p. 400.

rank
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rank prevails. Blows, and violations of property, iecm to be matters

of courfe ;
and the low^er clafles of the people are in a ftate of

comparative degradation much below what is known in civilized

nations.

In that part of favage life where a great degree of equality obtains,

the difficulty of procuring food, and the hardfhlps of inceflant war,

creatfe a degree of labour not inferior to that which is exerted by the

lower clafles of the people in civilized fociety, though much more

unequally divided. But though we may compare the labour of thefc

two claffes of human fociety, their privations and fufferings will ad-

mit of no comparifon. Nothing appears to me to place this in {o

ftriking a point of view, as the whole tenor of education among the

ruder tribes of favages in America. Every thing that can con-v

tribute to teach the moft unmoved patience under the feverei^

pains and misfortunes, every thing that tends to harden the hearth

and narrow all the fources of fympathy, is moft feduloufly inculcated

in the favage. The civilized man, on the contrary, though he may
be advifed to bear evil with patience when it comes, is not inftrudled

to be always expecfling it. Other virtues are to be called into a^ion

befides fortitude. He is taught to feel for his neighbour, or even his

enemy in diftrefs ; to encourage and expand his fecial affedlions; and

in general, to enlarge the fphere of pleafurable emotions. The ob-

vious inference from thefe two different modes of education is, that

the civilized man hopes to enjoy, the favage expe6ls only to fuffer.

The prepofterous fyftem of Spartan difcipline, and that unnatural

abforption of every private feeling in concern for the public, which
has fometimes been fo abfurdly admired, could never have exifted

but among a. people, expofed to perpetual hardfhips and privations

from inceffant war, and in a ftate, under the conftant fear of dread-

ful reverfes of fortune. Inftead of confidering thefe phenomena as

indicating any peculiar tendency to fortitude and patriotifm in the

difpofition of the Spartans, I fhould merely confider them as a ftrong

indica-
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indication of the miferable and almoft favage ftate of Sparta, and of

Greece in general at that time. Like the commodities in a market,

thofe virtues will be produced in the greateft quantity for which

there is the greateft demand
; and where patience, under pain

and privations, and extravagant patriotic facrifices, are the moft

called for, it is a melancholy indication of the mifery of the people^

and the infecurity of the ftate.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VI.

Of the Checks to Population among the ancient Inhabitants of the North

of FjUj'ope.

A HISTORY of the early migrations and fettlcments of mankind,
with the motives which prompted them, would illuftrate in a flriking

manner the conftant tendency in the human race to increafe beyond
the means of fubfiftence. Without fome general law of this nature,

it would feem as if the world could never have been peopled. A
ftate of lloth, and not of reflleffnefs and activity, feems evidently to

be the natural ftate of man
;
and this latter difpoHtion could not

have been generated but by the ftrong goad of neceffity, though it

might afterwards be continued by habit, and the new aflbciations

that were formed from it, the fpirit of enterprizc, and the thirft of

martial glory.

We are told, that Abram and Lot had fo great fubftance in

cattle, that the land would not bear them both, that they might
dwell together. There was ftrife between their herdfmen. And
Abram propofcd to Lot to feparate, and fald,

"
Is not the whole

** land before thee ? If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go
*' to the right ;

if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to

" the left \"

This fimple obfcrvation and propofal is a ftriking illuflration of

that great fpring of a^ion which overfpread the whole earth with

people, and in the progrefs of time, drove fome of the Icfs fortunate

*
Genefis, ch. xiii.

K inha-
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inhabitants of the globe, yielding to irrefiftible preflure, to feek a

fcanty fubfiftence in the burning deferts of Afia and Africa, and the

frozen regions of Siberia and North America. The firft migrations

would naturally find no other obftacles than the nature ofthe country;

but when a confiderable part of the earth had been peopled, though
but thinly, the poflefTors of thefe diftrids would not yield them to

others without a ftruggle ; and the redundant inhabitants of any of

the more central fpots, could not find room for themfelves without

expelling their nearelt neighbours, or at leaft paffing through their

territories, which would necefilirily give occafion to frequent contefts.

y The middle latitudes of Europe and Afia, feem to have been oc-

cupied at an early period of hiftory, by nations offhepherds. Thucy-
dides gave it as his opinion, that the civilized ftates of Europe and

Afia, in his time, could not refifl: the Scythians united. Yet a coun-

\i try in pafture cannot poflibly fupport fo many inhabitants as a country

in tillage ; but what renders nations of fhepherds fo formidable, is

the power which they pofiefs of moving altogether, and the neceffity

they frequently feel of exerting this power in fearch of frefh pafi:urc

. for their herds. A tribe that is rich in cattle has an immediate

/ plenty of food. Even the parent fi:ock may be devoured in cafe of

\
abfolute neceffity. The women live in greater eafe than among
nations of hunters, and are confequently more prolific. The men,

bold in their united fi:rength, and confiding in their power of procur-

ing pafture for their cattle by change of place, feel probably but few

fears about providing for a family. Thefe combined caufes foon pro-

duce their natural and invariable effed:, an extended population. A
more frequent and rapid change of place then becomes necefi^ary.

A wider and more extenfive territory is fueccffively occupied. A
broader defolation extends all around them. Want pinches the lefs

fortunate members of the fociety ; and at length the impoffibility of

fupporting fuch a number together, becomes too evident to be re*

fiftcd. Young fcioiit^ are then pulhed out from the parent Hock, and

I iniiruifled



CHAP. VI, ancient Inhabitants of the North ofEttirope, f-
-

infl:ru6led to explore frelh regions, and to gain happier feats for them-

feves by their fwords.

* The world is all before them where to chufe."

Reftlefs from prefcnt diftrefs, flufhed with the hope o\ fairer prof-

peds, and animated with the fpirit of hardy enterprize, thefe daring

adventurers are Hkely to become formidable adverfaries to all who

oppofe them. The inhabitants of countries long fettled, engaged in

the peaceful occupations of trade and agriculture, would not often be

able to refift the energy of men acting under fuch powerful motives

of exertion. And the frequent contefls with tribes in the fame cir-

cumftances with themfelves, would be fo many ftruggles for exift-

ence, and would be fought with a defperate courage, infpired by the

reflec^liion, that death would be the punifliment of defeat, and life the

prize of victory.

In thefe favage contefts, many tribes muft have been utterly exter-

minated. Many probably perifhed by hardlhips and famine. Others,

whofe leading ftar had given them a happier direction, became great

and powerful tribes, and in their turn fent ofFfrefh adventurers in

fearch of other feats. Thefe would at firft owe allegiance to their

parent tribe ; but in a fhort time the tics that bound them would be

little felt, and they would remain friends, or become enemies, ac-

cording as their power, their ambition, or their convenience, might
didlate.

The prodigious wafte of human life occafioned by this perpetual
^

iiruggle for room and food, would be more than fupplied by the

mighty power of population, ading in fome degree unfhackled from

the conftant habit of migration. A prevailing hope of bettering their

condition by change of place, a conftant exped:ation of plunder, a

power, even, if diftrefled, of felHng their children as flaves, added to

the natural carelefnefs of the Barbaric charad:er, would all confpire
to raife a population which would remain to be repreifed afterwards

by famine, or war.

Kz The
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But they were rather triumphed over, than vanquilhed^; and though
the armies, or colonies, which they fent forth, were either cut off,

or forced back into their original feats, the vigour of the great Ger-

man nation remained unimpaired, and ready to pour forth her hardy
fons in conftant fucceffion, wherever they could force an opening
for themfelves by their fwords. The feeble reigns of Decius, Gallus,

iEmilianus, Valerian, and Gallienus, afforded fuch an opening, and

were in confequence marked by a general irruption of barbarians.

The Goths, who were fuppofed to have migrated in the courfe of

fome years from Scandinavia to the Euxine, were bribed to with-

draw their victorious troops, by an annual tribute. But no fooner

was the dangerous fecret of the wealth and weaknefs of the Roman

empire thus revealed to the world, than new fwarms of barbarians

fpread devaftation through the frontier provinces, and terror as far

as the gates of Rome ''. The Franks, the Allemanni, the Goths,.

and adventurers of lefs confiderable tribes, comprehended under

thefe general appellations, poured like a torrent on different parts

of the empire. Rapine and oppreilion deftroyed the produce of the-

prefent, and the hope of future harvefts. A long and general fa-

mine was followed by a wafting plague, which for fifteen years

ravaged every city and province of the Roman empire ; and, judging^

from the mortality in fome fpots, it was conjedlured, that in a few

years, war, peftilence, and famine, had confumed the moiety of the

human fpecies ^ Yet the tide of emigration ft:ill continued at in-

tervals to roll impetuoufly from the north, and the fucceffion of

martial princes, who repaired the misfortunes of their predeceffors,

and.propt the falling fate of the empire, had to accomplifh the la-

bours of Hercules in freeing the Roman territory from thefe barba-

rous invaders. The Goths, who, in the year 550, and the follow-

ing years, ravaged the empire both by fca and land, with various

* Tacitus de Moribus Gennanorum, f. 37.
^ Gibbon's Decline and Fall of

the Roman Empire, vol. i. c, x. p. 407. et feq. 8vo, edit, 1783.
" Id. vol. i..

ex. p. 455,45'3-

fuccefs>



yo Of the Chech to Population among the book i.

fuccell, but in the end, with the almoft total lofs of their adven-

turous bands % in the year 26g, fent out an emigration of im-

menfe numbers with their wives and families for the purpofes of

fettlement ''. This formidable body, which was faid to confift at

firft of 330,000 barbarians % was ultimately deftroyed and dlfperfcd

by the vigour and wifdom of the emperor Claudius. His fuccefTor,

Aurelian, encountered and vanquiihed new hoft^ of the fame name
that had quitted their fettlements in the Ukraine ; but one of the

implied conditions of the peace, was, that he fliould withdraw the

Roman forces from Dacia, and rehnquifli this great province to the

Goths and Vandals ^. A new and moft formidable invafion of the

Allemanni threatened foon after to fack the miftrefs of the world,

and three great and bloody battles were fought by Aurelian before

this dellroying hoft could be exterminated, and Italy be delivered

from its ravages ^.

The ftrength of Aurelian had crufhed on every fide the enemies

of Rome. After his death, they feemed to revive with an increale

of fury and numbers. They were again vanquifhed on all fides by
the a(5tive vigour of Probus. Tht deliverance of Gaul alone from

German invaders is reported to have cofi: the lives of four hundred

thoufand barbarians ^ The vid:orious emperor purfued his fuccefles

into Germany itfelf, and the princes of the country, aftoniflied at

his prefence, and difmayed and exhaufled by the ill fucccfs of their

iaft emigration, fubmitted to any terms that the conquerors might

impofe s. Probus, and afterwards Diocletian ^, adopted the plan of

recruiting the exhaufted provinces of the empire,, by granting lands to

the fugitive or captive barbarians, and difpofnig of their fuperfluous

numbers where they might be the leaft likely to be dangerous to the

"ftate; but fuch colonizations were an infufficient vent for the popu-

* Gibbon, vol. i. ex. p. 431.
^ W. vol. ii. c. xi. p. 13.

" Id. p. II.

^ Id. p. 19. A. D. 270.
= Id. p. 26. ^ Id. vol.-ii. c. xii. p. 75.

Id. p. 79. A. D. 277.
^ Id. c. xiii. p. 132. A. D. 396.

lation
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Jation of the north, and the ardent temper of the barbarians would

not always bend to the flow labours of agriculture ^ During the

vigorous reign of Diocletian, unable to make an efFedlual impref-

fion on the Roman frontiers, the Goths, the Vandals, the Gepidas,

the Burgundians, and the Allemanni, wafted each other's ftrength

by mutual hoftilities, while the fubjecfls of the empire enjoyed the

bloody fpecflacle, confcious, that whoever vanquiflied, they vanquiflied

the enemies of Rome ''.

Under the reign of Conftantine the Goths were again formidable.

Their ftrength had been reftored by a long peace, and a new gene-
ration had arlfen, who no longer remembered the misfortunes of

ancient days ''. In two fucceffive wars great numbers of them were

flain. Vanquiflied on every fide, they were driven into the moun-

tains; and, in the courfe of a fevere campaign, above a hundred

thoufand were computed to have periflied by cold and hunger*^.

Conftantine adopted the plan of Probus and his fucceflbrs, in grant-

ing lands to thofe fuppliant barbarians who were expelled from their

own country. Towards the end of his reign, a competent portion

in the provinces of Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, and Italy, was

afligned for the habitation and fubfiftence of three hundred thou-

famd Sarmatians^.

The warlike Julian had to encounter and vanquifli new fwarms

of Franks and Allemanni, that, emigrating from their German fo-

rcfts during the civil wars of Conftantine, fettled in different parts

of Gaul, and made the fcene of their devaftations three times more

extenfive than that of their conquefts ^. Deftroyed and repulfed on

every fide, they were purfued, in five expeditions, into their own

country
^

;
but Julian had conquered, as foon as he had penetrated

into Germany; and in the midft of that mighty hive which had fent

*
Gibbon, vol. ii. c. xii, p. 84.

^ Id. c. xiii. p. 130.
*^ Id, c, xiv.

p. 254. A. D. 322.
^

Id. vol. ill. c.xviii. p. 125, A.D.33a. *Id. p.127.
^

Id. vol. ill. c. xix. p. 215. A. D. 356.
8 Id. p. 328. and Yol. iv. c xxii.

p. 17. from A. D. 357 to 359.
out
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out fuch fwarms of people, as to keep the Roman world in perpe-
tual dread, the principal obftacles to his progrefs were, almoft impaff-
able roads, and vaft unpeopled forefts ^.

Though thus fubdued and proftrated by the viclorious arms of

Julian, this hydra-headed monfler rofe again after a few years ;

and the firmnefs, vigilance, and powerful genius of Valentinian

wxre fully called into action, in protecting his dominions from the

different irruptions of the AUemanni, the Burgundians, the Saxons,

the Goths, the Quadi, and Sarmatians ''.

The fate of Rome was at length determined by an irrefiftiblc

emigration of the Huns from the eaft and north, which precipitated

on the empire the whole body of the Goths "^

;
and the continuance

of this powerful preffure on the nations of Germany, feemed to

prompt them to the refolution, of abandoning to the fugitives of

Sarmatia their woods and moraffes, or at leaft, of difcharging their

fuperfluous numbers on the provinces of the Roman empire '^, An

emigration of four hundred thoufand perfons iffued from the fame

coaft of the Baltic, which had poured forth the myriads of Cimbri

and Teutones during the vigour of the Republic ^. When this hoft

was deftroyed by war and famine, other adventurers fucceeded.

The Suevi, the Vandals, the Alani, the Burgundians, paffed the

Rhine never more to retreat ^ The conquerors who firft fettled,

were expelled or exterminated by new invaders. Clouds of barba-
.

rians feemed to colled: from all parts of the northern hemifphere.

Gathering frefh darknefs and terror as they rolled on, the congregated

bodies at length obfcured the flin of Italy, and funk the weftern

world in night.

In two centuries from the flight of the Goths acrofs the Danube,

barbarians of various names and lineage had plundered and taken

*
Gibbon, vol. iv. c. xxii. p. 17. and vol. ili. c. xix. p. 229.

'' Id. vol. iv.

c. XXV. from A, D. 36410 375.
' Id. vol iv. c. xxvi. p. 3J<2. et feq. A. D. 376.

^ M. vol. v. c. XXX. p. 213.
*=

Id. p. 214. A. D. 406^
^ Id. p. 224.

poffeffion
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not erred much in this refpecft, and that it was a forefight of the

frequent neceffity of thus difcharging their redundant population,

which gave occafion to that law among the Germans, taken notice

of by Caefar and Tacitus, of not permitting their cultivated lands to

remain longer than a year under the fame poiTeflbrs ^. The reafons

which Caefar mentions as being affigned for this cuftom, feem to

be hardly adequate ;
but if we add to them, the profpe<5l of emi-

gration, in the manner dcfcribed by Machiavel, the cuftom will

appear to be highly ufeful, and a double weight will be given to one

of the reafons that Caefar mentions, namely, left they fhould be led,

by being accuftomed to one fpot, to exchange the toils of war for

the bufmefs of agriculture ^.

Gibbon very juftly reje(5^s,
with Hume and Robertfbn, the impro-

bable fuppofition, that the inhabitants of the north were far more

numerous formerly, than at prefenf" ; but he thinks himfelf obliged

at the fame time ta deny the ftrong tendency to increafe in the

northern nations'^, as if the two fad;s were neceflarily connected.

But a careful diftind:ion Ihould always be made, between a redundant

population, and a population adually great. The Highlands of

that Machiavel has taken this defcription, writes thus: Septentrionalis plaga quanto

magis ab aeftu folis reinota eft, et nivali frigore gelida, tanto falubrior corporibus homi-

Bum et propagandis gentibus magis coaptata. Sicut e contrario, omnis meridiana regio,

quo folis eft feivori vicinioF eo morbis eft abundantior, et educandis minus apta mor-

talibus *****. Multaeque quoque ex ea, eo quod tantas mortalium turmas genninat,

quantas alere vix fufficit, fepe gentes egreffae funt, quae non folum partes Aflae, fed

etiara maxima fibi contiguam Europam afflixere. (De geftis Longobardorum, 1. i. c.
i.)

Intra banc ergo conftituti populi, dum in tantam multitudinem puHulaflent,. ut jam.
fimul habitare non valerent, in tres (ut fertur) partes omnem catervam dividentes,.

quaenam ex illis patriam elTet reli<Stura, ut novas fedes exquirerent, forte difquirunt..

Igitur ea pars, cui fors dederit genitale folum excedere, exteraque arva feftarl, conftitutis-

fupra fe duobus ducibus, Ibore fcilicet, et Agione, qui et Germani erant, et juvenili.

setate floridi, ceterifque preftantiores, ad exquirandas quas poflint incolere tenas, fedefque

ftatuere, valedicentes fuis fimul et patriae iter arripiunt. (c. ii.)

* De bello Gallico, vi. 22. De moribus German, f. xxvi.

* Pe bello Gallico vL 22. *
Gibbon, vol, i, c.ix, p. 361.

* Id. p. 348.

Scotland
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Scotland are probably more redundant in population than any other

part of Great Britain ; and though it would be admitting a palpable

abfurdity, to allow that the north of Europe, covered in early ages

with immenfe forefts, and inhabited by a race of people who fup-

ported themfelves principally by their herds and flocks *, was more

populous in thofe times than in its prefent ftate ; yet the fa6ls de-

tailed in the Decline and Fall of the Roman empire, or even the very

ilight Iketch of them that I have given, cannot rationally be ac-

counted for, without the fuppofition of a moft powerful tendency
in thefe people to increafe, and to repair their repeated lofles by the

prolific power of nature.

From the firft irruption of the Cimbri, to the final extindion of

the weflern empire, the efforts of the German nations to colonize

or plunder were unceafmg ''. The numbers that were cut off dur-

ing this period by war and famine were almofh incalculable, and

^ch as could not poflibly have been fupported with tindiminifhed

vigour by a country thinly peopled, unlefs the flream had been

fupplied by a fpring of very extraordinary power.
Gibbon defcribes the labours of Valentinian in fecuring the Gallic

frontier againfl the Germans, an enemy, he fays, whofe flrength

was renewed by a flream of daring volunteers which incefTantly

flowed from the mod diflant tribes of the north ^ An eafy adop-
tion of flirangers was probably a mode by which fome of the Ger-

man nations renewed their fl:rength fo fuddenly ^, after the mofl

deflrucftive defeats ; but this explanation only removes the difficulty

a little further off. It makes the earth refl upon the tortoife ; but

does not tell us, on what the tortoife refls. We may fl:ill afk,

what northern refervoir fupplied this inceffant flream of daring ad-

* Tacitus de moribus German, f. v. Caefarde bell. Gall. vl. 22.
^ Caefar found in Gaul a moft formidable colony under Arioviflus, and a general dread

prevailing that in a few years all the Germans would pafs the Rhine. De bell. Gall. L 31.

Gibbon, vol, iv. c. xxv. p. 283.
^

Ibid. note.

L ^ venturers ?
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venturers ? Montefquieu's folution of the problem, will, I think,

hardly be admitted. The fwarms of barbarians which iflued for-

merly from the north, appear no more, he fays, at prefent ; and the

reafon which he gives is, that the violences of the Romans had

driven the people of the fouth into the north. As long as this^

force continued, they remained there
; but as foon as it was weak-

ened, they fpread themfelves again over every country.

The fame phenomenon appeared after the conquefts and tyran-

nies of Charlemagne, and the fabfequent difTolution of his empire ;

and if a prince, he fays, in the prefent days were to make fimilar

ravages in Europe, the nations driven into the north, and refting

on the limits of the univerfe ^, would there make a ftand, till the

moment when they would inundate, or conquer, Europe a third

time. In a note he obferves, we fee to what the famous quef-

tion is reduced why the north is no longer fo fully peopled as in

former times ?

If the famous queftion, or rather the anfwer to it, be reduced to

this, it is reduced to a miracle ; for without feme fupernatural

mode of obtaining food, how thefe collected nations could fupport

themfelves in fuch barren regions, for fo long a period, as during the

vigour of the Roman empire, it is a little difficult to conceive ;

and one can hardly help fmiling at the bold figure of thefe prodi-

gious crowds making their laft determined ftand on the limits of

the univerfe, and living, as we muft fuppofe, with the moft patient

fortitude on air and ice for fome hundreds of years, till they could

return to their own homes, and refume their ufual more fubftantial

mode of fubfiftence.

The whole difficulty, however, is at once removed. If we apply to

the German nations at that time, a fad;, which is fo generally

known- to have occurred in America, and fuppofe, that, when not

* Les nations adoflees au limites de I'univers y tiendroient- ferme. Grandeur et

Decad. des Rom. c.xvi. p. 187.

checked
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checked by wars and famine, they increafed at a rate that would

double their numbers in twenty-five or thirty years. The propriety,

and even the neceffity, of applying this rate of increafe to the inha-

bitants of ancient Germany, will ftrikingly appear from that moft

valuable picture of their manners which has been left us by Tacitus.

He defcribes them as not inhabiting cities, or even admitting of con-

tiguous fettlements. Ever}^ perfon furrounds his houfe with a va-

cant Ipace % a circumftance, which befides its beneficial efFedl as

a fecurity from fire, is ftrongly calculated to prevent the generation,

and check the ravages, of epidemics. They content themfelves -^

almoil: univerfally with one wife. Their matrimonial bond is ftrid:

and fevere, and their manners in this refpe6l deferving of the highefi:

praife ^. They live in a ftate of well -guarded chaftity, corrupted by
no feducing fped:acles, or convivial incitements. Adultery is ex-

tremely rare, and no indulgence is fliewn to a proftitute. Neither

beauty, youth, nor riches can procure her a hufband; for none

there looks on vice with a fraile, nor calls mutual feduAion the way
of the world. To limit the increafe of children, or put to death any
of the hufband's blood, is accounted infamous ; and virtuous man-
ners have there more efficacy than good laws eliewhere '^. Every
mother fuckles her own children, and does not deliver them into

the hands of fervants and nurfes. The youths partake late of the

fexual intercourfe, and hence pafs the age of puberty unexhaufted.

Nor are the virgins brought forward. The fame maturity, the fime

full growth is required : the fexes unite equally matched and ro-

buft, and the children inherit the vigour of their parents. The
more numerous are a man's kinfmen and relations, the more com-
fortable is his old age ; nor is it any advantage to be childlefs '^.

With thefe manners, and a habit of enterprife and emigration,
which would naturally remove all fears about providing for a family, .

Tacitus de moribus Germ, f, xvl. ^ Id. f. xviii. '^ Id. f. xix.

^
Id. f.xx.

it





CHAP. VI, ancient Inhabitants of the North ofEurope, 79

In colonies, or mowed down by the feythe of war and famine, others

rofe in increafed numbers to fupply their place.

According to this view of the fubje<5l, the North could never have

been exhaufted ; and when Dr. Robertfon, defcribing the calamities

of thefe invafions, fays, that they did not ceafe, till the North, by

pouring forth fucceffive fwarms, was drained of people, and could no

longer furnifh inftruments of dellrudlion % he will appear to have

fallen into the very error which he had before laboured to refute,

and to fpeak as if the northern nations were actually very populous.

For they muft have been fo, if the number of their inhabitants at any
one period, had been fufficient, befides the flaughter of war, to people
in fuch a manner Thrace^ Pannonia, Gaul, Spain, Africa, Italy,

and England, as in fome parts not to leave many traces of their

former inhabitants. The period of the peopling of thefe countries,

however, he himfelf mentions as two hundred years ^ and in fuch

a time new generations would arife that would more than fupply

every vacancy.

The true caufe which put a flop to the continuance of northern

emigration was the impoffibility any longer of making an impreffion

on the moft defirable countries of Europe. They were then inha-

bited by the defcendants of the braveft and moft enterpriiing of the

Germati tribes ; and it was not probable, that they Ihould fo foon

degenerate from the valour of their anceftors, as to fuffer their lands

to be wrefted from them by inferior numbers and inferior fkill,

though perhaps fuperior hardihood.

Checked for a time by the bravery and poverty of their neigh-

bours by land, the enterprifmg fpirit and overflowing numbers of

the Scandinavian nations foon found vent by fea. Feared before

the reign of Charlemagne, they were repelled with difficulty by the

care and vigour of that great prince, but during the diftradlions of

Robertfon's Charles V. vol. i. f. i. p. 11, ^ Id. vol. i. f.i. p. 7^

tbc
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the empire under his feeble fucceiTors, they fprcad like a devour-

ing fiame over Lower Saxony, Friezeland, Holland, Flanders, and

the banks of the Rhine as far as Mentz.

After having long ravaged the coafts, they penetitited into the

heart of France, pillaged and burnt her faireft towns, levied im-

menle tributes on her monarchs, and at length obtained, by

grant, one of the fined provinces of the kingdom. They made

themfelves even dreaded in Spain, Italy, and Greece, fpreading every

where defolation and terror. Sometimes they turned their arms

againft each other, as if bent on their own mutual deftrudion
; at

other times tranfported colonies to unknown or uninhabited coun-

tries, as if they were willing to repair, in one place, the horrid de-

ftru6lion of the human race occaiioned by their furious ravages, in

others '.

The mal-adminiftratlon and civil wars of the Saxon kings of

England produced the fame effed; as the weaknefs which followed

the reign of Charlemagne in France ^ and for two hundred years

the Britilh ifles were inceflantly ravaged, and often in part fubdued,

by thefe northern invaders. During the eighth, ninth, and tenth

centuries, the fea was covered with their veffcls from one end of

Europe to the other '^, and the countries, now the moft powerful in

arts and arms, were the prey of their conftant depredations. The

growing and confolidating ftrength of thefe countries, at length, re-

moved all further profpe^l of fuccefs from fuch invafions*^. The na-

tions of the north were ilowly and reludiantly compelled to confine

themfelves within their natural limits, and to exchange their paftoral

manners, and with them the peculiar facilities of plunder and emi-

*
Mallet, Introd. a i'Hiftoire de Dannemarc, torn. i. c. x. p. 221, ^23^ 224. i2mo.

1^66.
^

Id. p. 226. "^ Id. p. 221. **

Perhaps the civilized

world could not be confidered as perfclly fecure from another northern or eaftern in-

undation, till the total change in the art of war, by the introduction of gunpowder,

gave to improved Ikill and knowledge the decided advantage over phyfical force.

gration
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gration which they afforded, for the patient labours, and flow re-

turns of trade and agriculture. But the flownefs of thefe returns

neceifarily effected an important change in the manners of the

people.

In ancient Scandinavia, during the time of its conftant wars and

emigrations, few or none, probably, were ever deterred from marrying

by the fear of not being able to provide for a family. In modern

Scandinavia, on the contrary, the frequency of the marriage union

is continually checked by the mofl: imperious and juftly founded ap-

prehenfions of this kind. This is moft particularly the cafe in Nor-

way, as I Ihall have occafion to remark in another place; but the

fame fears operate in a greater or lefs degree, though every where

with confiderable force, in all parts of Europe. Happily, the more

tranquil ftate of the modern world does not demand fuch rapid fup-

plies of human beings, and the prolific powers of nature cannot

therefore be fo generally called into adlion.

Mallet, in the excellent account of the northern nations which he

has prefixed to his hiftory of Denmark, obferves, that he had not

been able to difcover any proofs that their emigrations proceeded

from want of room at home ^; and one of the rcafons which he

gives, is, that, after a great emigration, the countries often remain-

ed quite deferted and unoccupied for a long time ''. But inftances

of this kind I am inclined to think were rare, though they might

occafionally happen. With the habits of enterprize and emigration

which prevailed in thofe days, a whole people would fometimes

move in fearch of a more fertile territory. The lands, which they

before occupied, muft of neceflity be defart for a time; and if

there were any thing particularly inelegible in the foil or fituation,

which the total emigration of the people would feem to imply,

it might be more congenial to the temper of the furrounding bar-

Hift. Dan. torn. i. c. ix. p. 206. ^ Id. p. 205, 2o5.

M barians.
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barians, to provide for themfelves better by their fwords, than to

occupy immediately thefe rejeded lands. Such total emigrations

proved the unvvdllingnefs of the fociety to divide, but by no means

that they were not ftraitened for room and food at home.

The other reafon which Mallet gives is, that, in Saxony, as well

as Scandinavia, vaft trails of land lay in their original uncultivated

{late, having never been grubbed up or cleared ; and that, from the

defcriptions of Denmark in thofe times, it appeared, that the coafts

alone were peopled, but the interior parts formed one vaft foreft *.

It is evident, that he here falls into the common error of confounding
a fuperfluity of inhabitants with great adlual population. The paf-

toral manners of the people, and their habits of war and enterprize,

prevented them from clearing and cultivating their lands ^
; and then

thefe very forefts, by reftraining the fources of fubfiftence within

very narrow bounds, contributed to a fuperfluity of numbers, that

is, to a population beyond what the fcanty fiipplies of the country
could fupport.

There is another caufe, not often attended to, why poor, cold,

and thinly-peopled countries tend generally to a fuperfluity of inha-

bitants, and are ftrongly prompted to emigration. Jn warmer and

more populous countries, particularly thofe abounding in great

towns and manufad;ures, an infufficient fupply of food can leldom

continue long without producing epidemics, either in the fliape of

great and ravaging plagues, or of lefs violent, though more conftant,

fickneflies. In poor, cold, and thinly-peopled countries, on the con-

trary, from the antifeptic quality of the air, the mifery arifmg from

* Hift. Dan. torn. i. c. ix. p. 207.
^ Nee arare terram aut expelare annum tam facile perfuaferis, quam vocare hoftes et

vulnera mereri; pigrum quinimo et iners videtur fudore acquirere quod poflis lan-

guine parare. Tacitus de mor. Germ. Nothing, indeed, in the ftudy of human

nature, is more evident than the extreme difficulty with which habits are changed ;

and no argument therefore can be more fallacious than to infer, that thofe people are

not pinched with want, who do not make a proper ufe of their lands,

infuflScient



GHAP. VI. ancient Inhabkanis of the North of Europe. 83

infufficient or bad food, may continue a confiderable time without

producing thefe efFe<fls, and, confequently , this powerful ftimulus to

emigration continues to operate for a much longer period *.

I would by no means, however, be underftood to iay, that the

northern nations never undertook any expeditions unlefs prompted

by ftraitened food or circumftances at home. Mallet relates,

what was probably true, that it was their common cuftom to hold

an aflembly every fpring, for the purpofe of confidering in what

quarter they Ihould make war ^
; and among a people who nourifhed

fo ftrong a paffion for war, and who confidered the right of the

ftrongeft as a right divine, occafions for it would never be wanting.
Befldes this pure and difniterefted love of war and enterprize, civil

diflenfions, the preiTure of a vicftorious enemy, a wifli for a milder

climate, or other caufes, might fometimes prompt to emigration';

but, in a general view of the
fubjecfl, I cannot help confidering this

period of hiftory as affording a very ftriking illuftration of the

principle of population ; a principle, which appears to me, to have

given the original impulfe and fpring of adion, to have furnilhed the

inexhauftible refources, and often prepared the immediate caufes,

of that rapid fucceffion of adventurous irruptions and emigrations,
which occaiioned the fall of the Roman empire; and afterwards

pouring from the thinly-peopled countries ofDenmark and Norway,
for above two hundred years ravaged and over-ran a great part of

Europe. Without the fuppofition of a tendency to increafe almofl

as great as among the Americans, the fadls appear to me not to be

accounted for
*"

; and with.fuch a fuppofitioii, we cannot be at a lofs

to

Epidemics have their feldomer or frequenter returns according to their fundry foils,

fitnations, air, &c. Hence, fome have them yearly, as Egypt and Conftantinople ;

others, once in four or five years, as about Tripoli and Aleppo ; others, fcarce once in

ten, twelve, or thirteen years, as England ; otliers, not in Icfs than tw^enty years, as

Norway and the Northern ijlands. Short, Hiftory of Air, Seafons, &c. vol. ii. p. 344.
" Hifl. Dan. c, ix. p. 309,

- *
Gibbon, Robertfon, and Mallet, fcem all rather

M a to

\
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to name the checks to the adlual population, when we read the

difgufting details of thofe unceafing wars, and of that prodigal

wafte of human Hfe, which marked thefe barbarous periods.

Inferior checks would undoubtedly concur ; but we may fafely pro-

nounce, that among the fhepherds of the north of Europe, war and

famine, were the principal checks, that kept the population down to

the level of their fcanty means of fubfiftence,

to fpeak of Jornandes's expreffion vagina nationum as incorre(Sl and exaggerated; but to

me it appears exadlly applicable, though the other expreffion, officina gentium, at leaft

their tranflation of it, Jiorehoufe of nations, may not be quite accurate.

Ex hac igitur Scanzia infula, quafi officina gentium, aut certe veiut vagina nationuRl

egrcffi, &c. Jornandes de rebus Geticis, p. 83.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Of the Chech to Population among modern Fajioral Nations,

1 HE paftoral tribes of Afia, by living in tents and moveable huts^

inftead of fixed habitations, are ftill lefs conne<fled w^th their terri-

tory than the fhepherds of the north of Europe. The camp, and not

the foil, is the native country of the genuine Tartar. When the

forage of a certain diftridl is confumed, the tribe makes a regular

march to frefli paftures. In the fummer, it advances towards the

north, in the winter returns again to the fouth ; and thus, in a time

of moft profound peace, acquires the pra<flical and familiar knowledge
of one of the moft difficult operations of war. Such habits would

ftrongly tend to diffufe among thefe wandering tribes the fpirit of

emigration and eonqueft. The thirft of rapine, the fear of a too

powerful neighbour, or the inconvenience of fcanty paftures, have in

all ages been fufiicient eaufes to urge the hordes of Scythia boldly to

advance into unknown countries, where they might hope to find

a more plentiful fubfiftence, or a lefs formidable enemy *.

In all their invafions, but more particularly when dired:ed againft

the civilized empires of the fouth, the Scythian fhepherds have been

uniformly adluated by a moft favage and deftrudlive fpirit. When
the Moguls had fubdued the northern provinces of China, it was

propofed, in calm and deliberate council, to exterminate all the inha-

bitants of that populous country, that the vacant land might be con-

verted to the pafture of cattle* The execution of this horrid de%n

*
Gibbon, vol. Iv. c. xxvi. p. 34.8.

"was
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was prevented by the wifdom and firmnefs of a Chlnefe mandarin ^
;

but the bare propofal of it exhibits a ftriking picture, not only of the

inhuman manner, in -which the rights of conqueft were abufed, but

of the powerful force of habit among nations of fhepherds, and the

confequent difficulty of the tranfltion from the paftoral to the agri-

cultural ftate.

To purfue, even in the mod curfory manner, the tide of emigra-

tion and conqueft in Afia, the rapid increafe of fome tribes, and the

total extinction of others, would lead much too far. During the pe-

riods of the formidable irruptions of the Huns, the wide-extended

invafions of the Moguls, tlie fanguinary conquefts of Tamerlane and

Aurengzebe, and the dreadful convulfions which attended the difTo-

lution, as well as the formation, of their empires, the checks to po-

pulation are but too obvious. In reading of the devaftations of the

human race in thofe times, when the llighteft motive of caprice or

convenience, often involved a whole people in indifcriminatc maf^

facre '', inftead of looking for the caufes which prevented a further

progrefs in population, we can only be aftonifhed at the force of that

principle of increafe, which could furnifli frefli harvefts of human

beings for the fcythe of each fticceffive conqueror. Our inquiries

will be more ufefully dired:ed to the prefent ftate of the Tartar

nations, and the ordinary checks to their increafe, when not under

the influence of thefe violent convulfions.

The immenfe country inhabited at prefent by thofe defcendants of

the Moguls and Tartars, who retain nearly the fame manners as their

anceftors, comprifes in it almoft all the middle regions of Afia, and

pofTefTes the advantage of a very fine and temperate climate. The
foil is in general of great natural fertility. There are comparatively
but few genuine deferts. The wide- extended plains without a flirub,

which have fometimes received that appellation, and which the

Bufiians call fteppes, are covered with a luxuriant grafs, admirably

*
Gibbon, vol. vi. ch. xxxiv. p. 54.

* Id. p. 55.

7 fitted
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fitted for the pafture of numerous herds and flocks. The principal

defed: of this extenfive country is a want of water; but it is faid that

the parts which are fupplied with this neceflary article, would be

fufficient for the fupport of four times the number of its prefent in-

I

habitants, if it were properly cultivated''. Every Orda, or tribe, has a

'particular canton belonging to it, containing both its fummer and

winter paftures; and the population of this vafl territory, whatever it

may be, is probably diftributed over its furface nearly in proportion

to the degree of a6tual fertility in the different diflricfts.

Volney juftly defcribes this neceffary diftribution in fpeaking of tho

Bedoweens of Syria :
" In the barren cantons, that is, thofe which

'* are ill furniflied with plants, the tribes are feeble, and very diftant

*' from each other ; as in the defert of Suez, that of the Red Sea,
'* and the interior part ofthe Great Defert. When the foil is better
*'

covered, as between Damafcus and the Euphrates, the tribes are
"

ftronger and lefs difl:ant. And in the cultivable cantons, as the
" Pachalic of Aleppo, the Hauran, and the country of Gaza, the in-

"
campments are numerous and near each other''.'* Such a diftri-

bution of inhabitants, according to the quantity of food which they

can obtain in the actual ftate of their induftry and habits, may be

applied toGrand Tartary, as well as to Syria and Arabia, and is, in fa6l,

equally applicable to the whole earth, though the commerce of civil-

ized nations prevents it from being fo obvious, as in the more fimplc

ftages of fociety.

The Mahometan Tartars, who inhabit the weftern parts ofGrand

Tartary, cultivate fome of their lands ; but this, in fo flovenly and

infufficient a manner, as not to afford a principal fource of fubfift-

ence ". The llothful and warlike genius of the Barbarian every where

prevails, and he does not eaiily reconcile himfelf to the acquiring by
labour what he can hope to acquire by rapine. When the annals of

Gcneal. Hift. of Tartars, vol. ii. fee. i. 8vo. 1730.
''

Voy. de Volney,

torn. i. ch. xxiii. p. 351. 8vo. 1787. f Geneal, Hift. Tar. vol. ii. p. 382.

Tartary
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Tarcary are not marked by any fignal wars and revolutions, its do-

meftic peace and induftry are conftantly interrupted by petty contefts,

and mutual invafions for the fake of plunder. The Mahometan

Tartars are faid to live almoft entirely by robbing and preying upon
their neighbours, as well in peace as in war\

The Ufbecks, who poffefs as mailers the kingdom of Chowarafm,
leave to their tributary fubjeds, the Sarts and Turkmans, the fineft

paftures of their country, merely, becaufe their neighbours on that

fide are too poor, or too vigilant, to give them hopes of fuccefsful

plunder. Rapine is their principal refource. They are perpetually

making incurfions into the territories of the Perfians, and of the Uf-

becks of Great Bucharia ; and neither peace nor truce can reftrain

them; as the flaves, and other valuable efFeds, which they carry off,

form the whole of their riches. The Ufbecks, and their
fubjedls

the Turkmans, are perpetually at variance ; and their jealoufics, fo-

mented often by the princes of the reigning houfe, keep the country
in a conftant ftate of inteftine commotion ''. The Turkmans are

always at war with the Curds and the Arabs, who often come and

break the horns of their herds, and carry away their wives and

daughters ^

The Ufbecks of Great Bucharia are reckoned the mofl civilized of

all the Mahometan Tartars, yet are not much inferior to the refl

in their fpirit
of rapine ''. They are always at war with the Perfians,

and laying wafle the fine plains of the province of Chorafan. Though
the country which they poifefs is of the greatefl natural

fertility, and

fome of the remains of the ancient inhabitants pracflife the peaceful

arts of trade and agriculture ; yet neither the aptitude of the foil, nor

the example which they have before them, can induce them to

change their antient habits ; and they would rather
pillage, rob, and

* Geneal. Hift. Tart. vol. ii. p. 390.
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kill, their neighbours, than apply themfelves to improve the benefits

which nature fo liberally offers them \

The Tartars of the Cafatfhia Orda in Turkeftan, live in a ftatc of

continual w^arfare w^ith their neighbours to the north and eaft. In

the winter they make their incurfions towards the Kalmucks, who,

about that time, go to fcour the frontiers of Great Bucharia, and the

parts to the fouth of their country. On the other fide, they perpetu-

ally incommode the Cofacks of the Yaik, the Nogai Tartars, and

the Kalmuck tribes which obey Ajuka Chan. In the fummer they

crofs the mountains of Eagles, and make inroads into Siberia. And

though they are often very ill treated in thefe incurlions, and the

whole of their plunder is not equivalent to what they might obtain

with very little labour from their lands, yet they chufe rather to

expofe themfelves to the thoufand fatigues and dangers neceffarily

attendant on fuch a life, than apply themfelves ferioufly to

agriculture ^.

The mode of life among the other tribes of Mahometan Tartars,

prcfents the fame uniform picture, which it would be tirefome to re-

peat, and for which, therefore, I refer the reader to the Genealogical

Hiftory of the Tartars, and its valuable notes. The condu6l of the

author of this hiftory himfelf, a Chan of Chowarafm, affords a cu-

rious example of the favage manner in which the wars, of policy, of

revenge, or plunder, are carried on in thefe countries. His invailons

of Great Bucharia were frequent, and each expedition was flgnalized

by the ravage of provinces, and the utter ruin and deftrud:ion of

towns and villages. When, at any time, the number of his prifoners

impeded his motions, 'he made no fcruple to kill them on the fpot.

Wilhing to reduce the power of the Turkmans who were tributary

to him, he invited all the principal people to a folemn feaft, and had

them maffacred to the number of two thoufand. He burnt and de-

ftroyed their villages with the moft unfparing cruelty, and committed

" Geneal. Hift. Tart. vol. ii. p. 455.
^ Id. p. 573, et feq.

N fuch
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fuch devaflations, that the effedl of them returned on their authors,

and the army of the victors fufFered feverelj from dearth *.

The Mahometan Tartars in general hate trade, and make it

their bufinefs to fpoll all the merchants who fall into their hands \

The only commerce that is countenanced is the commerce in flaves.

Thefe form a principal part of the booty which they carry off in their

predatory incurfions, and are confidered as a chief fource of their

riches. Thofe which they have occafion for themfclves, either for

the attendance on their herds, or as wives and concubines, they keep>

and the reft they fell^ The Circaffian and Dagheftan Tartars, and

the other tribes in the neighbourhood of Caucafus, living in a poor

and mountainous country, and, on that account, lefs fubjed: to inva-

iion, generally overflow with inhabitants ;
and when they cannot ob-

tain flaves in the common way, fteal from one another, and even fell

their own wives and children ^. This trade in flaves, fo general

among the Mahometan Tartars, may be one of the caufes of their

conftant wars; as, when a profped: of a plentiful fupply for this kind-

of trafBck offers itfelf, neither peace nor alliance can rcftrain them V
The heathen Tartars, the Kalmucks, and Moguls,, do not make

much ufe of flaves, and are faid, in general,, to lead a much more

peaceable and harmlefs life, contenting themfelves with the pro^
duce of their herds and flocks, which form their folc riches. They
rarely make war for the fake of plunder ; and feldom, invade the ter-

ritory of their neighbours, unlefs to revenge a prior attack. They are

not, however, without deftrudive wars. The inroads of the Maho-

^ Geneal. Htft. Tart. vol. i. c. xii.
^ Id. vol. ii. p. 412.

^
Id. p. 413.

^ Id. vol. ii. p. 413, 414, and ch. xii.

^ **
They jufrify it as lawful to have many wives^ becaufe they fay they bring us many

*
children, v^rhich we can fell for ready money, or exchange for neceflary conveniences ;.

*'
yet when they have not wherewithal to maintain them, they hold it a piece of charity

*' to murder infants new born, as alfo they do fuch as are fick, and paft recovery, becaufe

*'
they fay they free them from a great deal of mifery," Sir John Chardin's Travels..

Harris's Col. b. iii. c.ii, p. 855.

metan
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metan Tartars oblige them to conftant defence and retaliation ; and

feuds fubfift between the kindred tribes of the Kalmucks and Moguls,

which, fomented by the artful policy of the emperor of China, are

carried on with fuch animofity, as to threaten the entire deftrudion

of one or other of thefe nations *.

The Bedoweens of Arabia and Syria do not live in greater tran-

quillity than the inhabitants of Grand Tartary. The very nature of
'

\ the paftoral ftate, feems to furnifh perpetual occafions for war. The

paftures which a tribe ufes at one period, form but a fmall part of its

poiTeflions. A large range of territory is fucceffively occupied in the

Icourfe of the year; and as the whole of this is abfolutely neceflary

for the annual fubiiflence of the tribe, and is confidered as appropri-

ated, every violation of it, though the tribe may be at a great dif-

tance, is held to be a juft caufe of war^ Alliances and kindred

make thefe wars more general. When blood is flied, more muft ex-

piate it ; and as fuch accidents have multiplied in the lapfe of years,

the greateft part of the tribes have quarrels between them, and live

in aftate of perpetual hoftility^ In the times which preceded Ma-

\homet, feventeen hundred battles are recorded by tradition; and a

partial truce of two months, which was reHgioufly kept, might be

confidered, according to ajuft remark of Gibbon, as ftill more ftrongly

expreflive of their general habits of anarchy and warfare '^.

The wafte of life, from fuch habits, might alone appear fufficient

to reprcfs their population ;
but probably their effect is ftill greater

\ in the fatal check which they give to every Ipecies of induftry, and

( particularly to that, the object of which is to enlarge the means of

* Geneal. Hift. Tart. vol. ii. p. 545.
^

lis fe difputeront la terre inculte comme parmi nous les cltoyetis fe difputent les

heritages. Ainfi lis trouveront de frequentes occafions de guerre pour la nourriture de

leur l^eftiaux, &:c. *** jlsauront autant de chofes a regler par le droit des gens qu'ils
en

auront peu a decider par le droit civil. Montef. Efprit des Loix, 1. xviii. c. xii.

=

Voy. de Volney, torn. i. c. xxii. p. 361, 362, 363.
^
Gibbon, vol. ix. c. 1. p. 238, 239.

N jz fubfiftence.
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fubfiftence. Even the conflrudion of a well, or a refervoir of water,

requires fome funds and labour in advance ; and war may dcilroy in

one day, the work of many months, aoid the refources of a whole

year \ The evils feem mutually to, produce each other. A fcarcity
of fubfiftence might at firft perhaps give occafion to the habits ofwar^
and the habits of war in return powerfully contribute to narrow the

means of fubfiflence.

Some tribes, from the nature of thcdeferts in which they live, feem

to. be neccffarily condemned to a paftoral life
^

; but even thofe which
inhabit foils proper for agriculture, have but little temptation to

pradiife this art, while furrounded by marauding neighbours. The

peafants of the frontier provinces of Syria, Perfia, and Siberia, espofed
as they are to, the conftant incurfions of a devaf^ting enemy, do not.

lead a life that is to be envied by the wandering Tartar or Arab. A.

X certain degree of fecurity, is perhaps ftill more neceffary, than richnefs

of foil, to encourage the change from the paftoral to the agricultural

ftate ; and where this canjiot be attained, the fedentary labourer is

more expofed to the viciffitudes of fortune, than he who leads a wan-*

dering life, and carries all his property with him *". Under the feeble,,

yet oppreflive government of the Turks, it is not uncommon for pea-

iants to defert their villages and betake themfelves to a paftoral ftate>

in which they expeA to be better able to efcape from the plunder of

their Turkifh mafters and Arab neighbours ''.

^ It may be faid, however, of the fhepherd, as of the hunter, that

ifwant alone could efFed: a change of habits, there would be few paf-

toral tribes remaining. Notwithftanding the conftant wars of the

Bedoween Arabs, and the other checks to their increafe, from the

hardlhips of their mode of life, their population prefTes fo hard againft
- the limits of their food, that they are compelled from neceffity to a

degree of abftinence, which nothing but early and conftant habit

Voy. de Volney, torn. i. c. xxiii. p. 353.
^ W. p. 350.

'^ Id. p. 354.
< Id. ^. 350.

could
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could enable the human conilitution to fupport. According to Vol-

jiey^ the lower clafles of the Arabs live in a ftate of habitual mifery

and famine \ The tribes of the defert deny that the religion of Ma-
homet was made for them. For how, they fay, can we perform ab-

lutions, when we have no water ; how can we give alms, when we
have no riches ; or what oceafion can there be to faft during the

month of Ramadan, when we faft all the year
"^

?

The power and riches of a Chaik confift in the number of his

trifee. He confiders it therefore as his intereft to encourage popula-

tion, without refleding how it may be fupported. His own" confe-

quence much depends on a numerous progeny, and kindred '^

; and

in a ftate of fociety where power generally procures fubfiftence, each

individual family derives ftrength and importance from its numbers.

Thefe ideas a^ ftrongly as a bounty upon population, and co-operat-

ing with a fpirit of generoiity which almoll: produces a community of

goods '', contribute to pulh it to its utmoft verge, and to deprefs the

body of the people in the moil: rigid poverty.

The habits of polygamy, where there have been loffes of men in

war, tend perhaps alfo to produce the fame efFe^l. Niehbur obferves

that polygamy multiplies families till many oftheir branches fmk into

the moft wretched mifery ^ The defcendants of Mahomet are found

in great numbers all over the eaft, and many of them in extreme po-

verty. A Mahometan is in fome degree obliged to polygamy from a

principle of obedience to his prophet, who makes one of the great

duties of man to confift in procreating children to glorify the Crea^

tor. Fortunately, individual intereft, corrects in fome degree, as in

many other inftances, the abfurdity of the legiflator, and the poor

Arab is obliged to proportion his religious obedience to the fcantinefs

of his refources. Yet ftill the dire<5l encouragements to population

are extraordinarily great; and nothing can place, in a more flriking

Voy. de Volney, torn. i. c. xxiii. p. 359.
'' Id. p. 380.

" Id. p. 366.
^ Id. p. 378.

^ NIehbur's Travels, vol. ii. c. v. p. 207.

. point
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point ofview, the futility and abfurdity of fuch encouragements, than

the prefent ftate of thefe countries. It is univerfally agreed, that if

their population be not lefs than formerly, it is indubitably not great-

er ; and it follows as a diredl confequence, that the great increafe of

fome families has abfolutely pulhed the others out of exiflence. Gib-

bon, fpeaking of Arabia, obferves, that " The meafure of population-
*'

is regulated by the means of fubfiftence, and the inhabitants of this

** vaft peninfula, might be out-numbered by the fubjedls of a fertile

*' and induftrious province*." Whatever . may be the encourage-
ments to marriage, this meafure cannot be pafled. While the Arabs

retain their prefent manners, and the country remains in its prefent

ftate of cultivation, the promife of Paradife to every man who had

ten children, would but little increafe their numbers, though it might

greatly increafe their mifery. Direfl encouragements to population
"
have no tendency whatever to change thefe manners, and promote
cultivation. Perhaps, indeed, they have a contrary tendency, as the

conftant uneaiinefs from poverty and want which they occafion,

would encourage the marauding fpirit
" and multiply the occaiions

of war.

Among the Tartars, who, from living in a more fertile foil, are

comparatively richer in cattle, the plunder to be obtained in preda-

tory incurfions, is greater than among the Arabs. And as the con-

tefts are more bloody, from the fuperior ftrength of the tribes, and

the cuftom of making Haves is general, the lofs of numbers in war

will be more confiderable. Thefe two circumllances united, enable

fome hordes of fortunate robbers to live in a ftate of plenty, in com-

*
It is rather a curious cireumftance, that a truth fo important which has been ftated,

and acknowledged, by fo many authors, fhould fo rarely have been purfued to its confe-

quences. People are not every day dying of famine. How then is the population regu-

lated to the meafure of the means of fubfiftence ?

^ Aufli arrive-t'il chaque jour des accidens, des enlevements de beftiaux ;
et cette guerre

de maraude eft une de celles qui occupent d'avantage les Arabes, Voy. de Volney, torn. i.

. xxiii. p. 364.

J pariibn
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parifon of their lefs enterprifing neighbours. ProfefTor Pallas gives a

particular
account of two wandering tribes fubjedl to Ruffia, one

of which fupports itfelf almofl entirely by plunder, and the other lives

as peacefully as the reftlefsnefs of its neighbours will admit. It may be

curious to trace the different checks to population that refult from

thefe different habits.

The Kirgifiens, according to Pallas % live at their eafe in compa-
rlfon of the other wandering tribes that are fubje6l to Ruffia.

The fpirit of liberty and independence which reigns amongft them,

joined to the facility with which they can procure a flock fufficient

for their maintenance, prevents any of them from entering into the

fervice of others. They all exped: to be treated as brothers, and the

rich, therefore, are obliged to ufe Haves. It may be afked what are

the caufes which prevent the lower clafTes of people from increafing

till they become poor ?

Pallas has not informed us how far vicious cuftoms with refpec^

to women, or the reflraints on marriage from the fear of a family,

may have contributed to this effe<ft ; but, perhaps, the defcription

which he gives of their civil conftitution, and licentious fpirit of ra-

pine, may be alone almoft fufficient to account^ for it. The Chan

cannot exercife his authority but through the medium of a council

of principal perfons, chofen by the people ; and even the decrees

thus confirmed are continually violated with impunity ^. Though
the plunder and capture of perfons, of cattle, and of merchandize,

which the Kirgifiens exercife on their neighbours the Kazalpacs, the

Bucharians, the Perfians, the Truchemenes, the Kalmucks, and the

Ruffians, are prohibited by their laws, yet no perfbn is afraid to-

avow them. On the contrary, they boafl of their fuccefTes in this

* Not having been able to procure the work of Pallas on- the hiftory of the Mongol

nations, I have here made ufe of a general abridgement of the works of the Ruffian tra-

vellers, in 4 vols. o(St. publiflied at Berne and Laufanne in 1781 and 1784, entitled, Dc
couvertes Ruffes, tom. iii. p. 399.

^ Dccouv. Ruff, torn, iii. p. 389,
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way, as of the moft honourable enterprizes. Sometimes they pafs

their frontiers alone, to feek their fortune, fometimes colled: in troops

under the command of an able chief, and pillage entire caravans.

A great number of Kirgifiens, in exercifmg this rapine, are either

killed, or taken into llavery ; but about this the nation troubles itfelf

very little. When thefe ravages are committed by private adven-

turers, each retains what he has taken, whether cattle or women.
The male ilaves and the merchandize are fold to the rich, or to

foreign traders*.

With thefe habits, in addition to their national wars, which, from

the fickle and turbulent difpoiition of the tribe, are extremely fre-

quent ^ we may eafily conceive that the checks to population from

violent caufes may be fo powerful as nearly to preclude all others.

Occafional famines may fometimes attack them in their wars of de-

vaftation '', their fatiguing predatory incurlions, or from long droughts,

and mortality of cattle
; but, in the common courfe of things, the ap-

proach of poverty would be the fignal for a new marauding expedi-

tion ; and the poor Kirgifien would either return with fufficient to

fupport him, or lofe his life or liberty in the attempt. He who de-

termines, to be rich, or die, and does not fcruple the means, cannot

long remain poor.

The Kalmucks, who, before their migration in 1771, inhabited

the fertile fteppes of the Wolga, under the protection of Ruffia, lived,

in general, in a different manner. They were not often engaged in

any very bloody wars ^
; and the power of the Chan being abfolute %

and the civil adminiflration better regulated than among the Kirgi-

' I>eGouv. Ruff. torn. iii. p. 396, 397, 398.
^ Id. p. 378.

* Cette multitude devafte tout ce qui fe trouve fur fon paffage, ils emmenent avec eux

tout le betail qii'ils ne confomment pas, et reduifent a I'efclavage les femmes, les enfans,ct

]es hommes, qu'ils n'oiit par malTacres. Id. p. 390.
^ Decouv. Ruff. torn. iii. p. 331. The tribe is dcfcribed here under the name of the

Torgots, which was their appropriate appellation. The Ruffians called them by the more

general name of Kalmucks. ^ Id. p. 327.

I *

fiens.
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iiens, the marauding expeditions of private adventurers were checked.

The Kalmuck women are extremely prolific. Barren marriages are

rare, and three or four children are generally feen playing round every

hut. From which it may naturally be concluded, Fallas obferves,

that they ought to have multiplied greatly during the hundred and

fifty years that they inhabited tranquilly the fteppe of theWolga. The

reafons which lie gives for tneir not having increafed fo much as might
be expedled, are, the many accidents occafioned by falls from horfes,

the frequent petty wars between their different princes, and. with

their different neighbours ; and, particularly, the numbers among the

poorer claffes who die of hunger, of mifery, and every fpecies of ca-

lamity, of which the children are moft frequently the viclims'.

It appears that when this tribe firft put itfelf under the prote(5lion

of Ruffia, it had feparated from the Soongares, and was by no means

numerous. The poffeffion of the fertile fteppe of the Wolga, and

a more tranquil life, foon increafed it, and in 1663 it amounted to

fifty thoufand families^. From this period to 1771, the time of its

migration, it feems to have increafed very flowly. The extent of paf-

tures poffeffed, would not probably admit of a much greater popula-

tion, as at the time of its flight from thefe quarters, the irritation of

the Chan at the condud: of Ruflia, was feconded by the complaints

of the people, of the want of pafture for their numerous herds. At

this time the tribe amounted to between
c^i,

and 60,000 families.

Its fate in this curious migratioii, was what has probably been the

fate of many other wandering hordes, who, -from fcanty paftures, or

other caufes of difcontent, have attempted to feek for frefli feats.

The march took place in the winter, and numbers periflied on this

painful journey from cold, famine, and mifery. A great part was

' Decouv. Ruff. torn. iii. p. 319, 320, 321.
^ Id, p. 221. Tooke's View of Ruffian Empire, vol. ii. b.ii. p. 30. Another inftancc

of rapid increafe prefents itfelf in a colony of baptized Kalmucks, who received from Ruffia

a fertile diftrifk to fettle in. From 8695, which was its number in 1754, it had increafeJ

in 1771 to 14,000. Tooke's View of Ruf. Em. vol. ii. b. ii. p. 32, 33.

O either
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either killed or taken by the Kirghifcs ; and thofe who reached their

place of deftination, though received at firft kindly by the Chinefe^
were afterwards treated with extreme feverity^

Before this migration, the lower clafles of the Kalmucks had lived

in great poverty and vvretchednefs^ and had been reduced habitually
to make ufe of every animal, plant, or root, from which it was poffible

to extra6t nourifliment ^ They very feldom killed any of their cattle

that were in health, except indeed they were ftolen,' and then they
were devoured immediately for fear of a difcovery. Wounded, or

worn out horfes, and hearts that had died of any difeafe, except
a contagious epidemic, were confidered as moft defireable food. Some
of the pooreft Kalmucks would eat the nioft putrid carrion, and even

the dung of their cattle''. A great number of children perifhed of

courfe from bad nourifliment '^. In the winter all the lower clafles

fufFered feverely from cold and hunger ^ In general, one third o

their fheep, and often much more, died in the winter, in fpite of all

their care ; and if a froft came late in the feafon after rain and fhow^

fo that the cattle could not get at the grafs, the mortality among
their herds became general, and the poorer clafles of the Kalmucks

were expofed to inevitable famine ^

Malignant fevers, generated principally by their putrid food and

the putrid exhalations with which they were fiirrounded, and the

fmall-pox, which is dreaded like the plague, fometimes thinned their

numbers s
; but in general, it appears, that their population prefled fo

hard againft the limits of their means of fubfiftence, that want, with

the difeafes ariflng from it,, might be confidered as the principal check

to their increafe.

A perfon travelling in Tartary during the fummer months, would

probably fee extenfivc lleppes unoccupied, and grafs in profufion,,

' Tooke's View of Ruf. Emp. vol. li. b. 15. p. 39, ^0, 31. Decouv. Ruf. torn. iii.

p. 221. ''
Id. p. 275, 276.

"=

Id, p. 272, 273, 274.
"^
Id. p. 324.

*
Id. p. 310.

* Ibid, and p. 270. Id. p- 31 r, 312, 313.

fpoiling



tiHAP. Vix. among modern Paftorat Nations, ^^

fpoiling for want of cattle to confume It. He would infer, perhaps,

that the country could fupport a much greater number of inhabit-

ants, even fuppofnig them to remain in their fhepherd ftate. But

this might be a hafty and unwarranted conclufion. A horfe, or any

other working animal, is faid to be ftrong only in proportion to the

flrength of his weakeft part. If his legs be flender and feeble, the

ftrength of his body will be but of little confequence ; or if he Wants

power in his back and haunches, the ftrength which he may polTefs in

his limbs can never be called fully into a6lion. The fame reafbning

muft be applied to the power of the earth to fupport living creatures.

The profufion of nourifhment which is poured forth in the feafons of

plenty, cannot all be confumed by the fcanty numbers that were able

to fubfift through the feafon of fcarcity. When human induftfy and

forefight are directed in the beft manner, the population that the foil

can fupport is regulated by the average produce throughout the year ;

but among animals, and in the uncivilized ftates of man, it will ht

miuch below this average. The Tartar would find it extremely dif-

ficult to colled: and carry with him fuch a quantity of hay, as would

feed -all his cattle well during the winter. It would impede his mo^

tions, expofe him to tlie attacks of his enemies, and an unfortu-

nate day might deprive him of the labours of a whole fummer, as in

the mutual invafions which occur, it feems to be the univerfal pradlice

to burn and deftroy all the forage and provifions which cannot be car-

riedaway ^. The Tartar, therefore, provides only for the moft valuable

of his cattle during the winter, and leaves the reft to fupport them-

felves by the fcanty herbage which they can pick up. This poor

living, combined with the fevere cold, naturally deftroys a confiderable

* On rait le feu a toutes les meuks de bled et 3e fourrage.
**** Cent cinquante vil-

lages egalcmcnt encendies. Memoires du Baron de Tott, torn. i. p. 272. He gives a cu-

rious defcription of the devaftations of a Tartar army, and of its fufferings in a winter

campaign. Cette journee couta a I'armee plus de 3,000 hommes, et 30,000 chevaux,

<jui perkent de froid, p. 267 .

O z part
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part of them". The population of the tribe is meafured by the

population of its herds ; and the average numbers of the Tartars,

as of the horfes that run wild in the defart, is repreffed fo low by
the annual returns of the cold and fcarcity of winter, that they
cannot confume all the plentiful offerings of fummer.

"^

Droughts and unfavourable feafons have, in proportion to their

frequency J the fame effe<5l as the winter. In Arabia ^ and a great

part of Tartary % droughts are not uncommon
;
and if the periods

of their return be not above fix or eight years, the average popula-

tion can never much exceed what the foil can fupport during thefe

unfavourable times. This is true in every fituation ; but perhaps in the

fhepherd ftate, man is peculiarly expofed to be affeded by the fea-

fons ; and a great mortality of parent flock is an evil more fatal and

longer felt, than the failure of a crop of grain. Pallas and the other

Ruflian travellers fpeak of epizootics, as very common in thefe

parts of the world ''.

As among the Tartars, a family is always honourable, and women
are reckoned very ferviceable in the management of the cattle

and the houfehold concerns, it is not probable that many are

deterred from marriage, from the fear of not being able to fupport

a family ^ At the fame time, as all wives are bought of their pa-

rents, it mufl fometimes be out of the power of the poorer clafTes

to make the purchafe. The monk Rubruquis, fpeaking of this

cuflom, fays, that as parents keep all their daughters till they can

fell them, their maids are fometimes very ftale before they are mar-

ried ^ Among the Mahometan Tartars female captives would fup-

ply the place of wives ^
; but among the pagan Tartars, who make

Decouvertes Ruffes, vol. iii. p. 261. ^
Voy. de Volney, vol. i. c. 23.

p. 3^3.
<" Decouv. Ruff. torn. i. p. 467. ii. p. 10, 11, 12, &c. bcc.

^ Id. torn. i. p. 290, &c. ii. p. 11. iv. p. 304.
*= Geneal. Hi ft. Tartars,

vol. ii. p. 407.
^ Travels of Wm. Rubruquis in 1253. Harris's CoUedtion of

Voy. tj. i. c. ii. p. 561.
* Decouv. Ruff. torn. iii. p- 413.

I but
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2. Thofe terrible diforders which almoft always follow it, at lead

jn Afia.

3. Epidemic and endemic maladies in Afia, which make as dread-

ful ravages as the plague itfelf, and which frequently vifit that part
of the empire.

4. Famine.

5. And laftly, the fickneffes which always follow a famine, and

which occafion a much greater mortality*.

He afterwards gives a more particular account of the devaftations

of the plague in different parts of the empire, and concludes by ob-

ferving, that if the numbers of the Mahometans have decreafed, this

caufe alone is adequate to the effedl
^

; and that, things going on in

their prefent train, the Turkifh population will be extinct in another

century *=. But this inference, and the calculations which relate to

it, are without doubt erroneous. The increafe of population in the

intervals of thefe periods of mortality, is probably greater than he is

aware of. At the fame time, itmuft be remarked, that in a country
where the induftry of the hufbandman is confined to the fupply of

his necelTary wants, where he fows only to prevent himfelf from

flarving, and is unable to accumulate any furplus produce, a great

lofs of people is not eafily recovered, as the natural effedis from the

diminifhed numbers cannot be felt in the fame degree, as in countries

where induflry prevails, and property is fecure.

According to the Perfian legillator, Zoroafter, to plant a tree, to

cultivate a field, to beget children, are meritorious a<fts ; but it ap-

pears, from the account of travellers, that many among the lower

clafles of people cannot eafily attain the latter ipecies of merit
;
and

.
in this inftance, as in numberlefs others, the private intereft of the

individual correds the errors of the legiflator. Sir John Chardia

iays, that matrimony in Perfia is very expenfive, and that only men
of efliates will venture upon it,, left it prove their ruin **, The Ruffian

Eton's Turkifli Emp. c, vii. p. 264.
**

Id. p. 291.
' W. p. S,%0.

* Sir John Chardin's Travels. Harris's ColIc<l. b. iii. e. ii. p. 870.

S z traveller?
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travellers feem to confirm this account, and obferve, that the

lower claiTes of people are obliged to defer marriage till late ; and thai

it is only among the rich that this union takes place early ^.

The dreadful convulHons to which Perfia has been continually

fubjecfl for many hundred years, muft have been fatal to her agricul-

ture. The periods of repofe from external wars, and internal com-

motions, have been Ihort and few, and even during the times of pro-
found peace, the frontier provinces have been conftantly fubjed: to

the ravages of the Tartars.

The effedl of this ftate of things is fuch as might be expected.
The proportion of uncultivated, to cultivated land, in Perfia, Sir John

Chardin flates to be, ten to one ^
; and the mode in which the offi-

cers of the Shah and private owners let out their lands to hufband-

men, is not that which is beft calculated to reanimate induflry. The

grain in Perfia is, befides, much fubje<flto be deflroyed by hail, drought,

locufls, and other infed:s % which probably tends rather to difcourage

the employment of capital in the cultivation of the foil.

The plague does not extend to Perfia ; but the fmall-pox is men-
tioned by the Ruffian travellers, as making very fatal ravages '*.

It will not be worth while to enter more minutely on the checks

to population in Perfia, as they feem to be nearly fimilar to thofe

which have been jufl defcribed in the Turkifh dominions. The fu-

perior deflrud:ion of the plague in Turkey, is, perhaps, nearly balanced

by the greater frequency of internal commotions in Perfia.

^ Decouv. Ruff. torn, ii, p. 293.
^ Chardin*s Travels. Harris's ColIe<5l.

b. iii. c. ii. p. 902, f Ibid. ^ Decouv. Ruff. torn. ii. p. 377.
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C H A p. XL

Of the Chech to Population in Indojlaii and Tibet.

In the ordinances of Menu, the Indian. legiflator, which Sir Wm.
Jones has tranflated and called ths In/ittutes of Hindu Law, marriage;

is very greatly encouraged, and a male heir is confidered as an objed;

of the firft importance.
*'

By a fon, a man obtains victory over all people ; by a fon's

"
fon, he enjoys immortality ; and afterwards, by the fon of that

"
grandfon, he reaches the folar abode."
" Since the fon delivers his father from the hell, named put, he

" was therefore called puttra, by Brahma himfelf *."

Among the different nuptial rites, Menu has afcribed particular

qualities to each.

" A fon of a Brdhmi, or wife, by the firft ceremony, redeems from
"

fin, if he perform virtuous ad:s, ten anceftors, ten defcendants, and
**

himfelf, the twenty-firft perfon."
" A fon born of a wife by the Daiva nuptials, redeems feven and

"
feven, in higher and lower degrees ; of a wife by the Arfka, three

" and three ; of a wife by the Frdjapatya, fix and fix^."

A houfekeeper is confidered as of the moft eminent order. " The
** divine fages, the manes, the gods, the fpirits, and guefts, pray for

Sir Wm. Jones's Works, vol, iii. c, ix. p. 354. Speaking of the Indian laws, the

AbbeRaynal fays,
*' La population eft un devoir primitif, un ordre de la nature fi facre,

*

que la loi permet de tromper, de mentir, de fe parjurer pour favorifer un marriage."

Hift. des Indes, torn. i. Li. p, 81. 8vo. 10 vols. Paris 1795.

|> Sir Wm. Jones's Works, vol, iii. c. iii. p. 124.

7
" benefits



CHAP. X. propo/ed, to Improve the conStmi of the Poor. .

58" I

particular cafe fliould occur, in which they appeared to be in direct

oppofition to each other, we cannot rationally doub* which ought
to be poftponed.

Fortunately, however, even on the narroweft political principles,

the adoption. of fuch a fyftem would not anfwer. It has always

been obferved, that thofe who work chiefly on their own property,,

work very indolently and unwillingly when employed for others;

and it muil neceflarily happen, when, from the general adoption of

a very cheap food, the population of a country increafes confiderahly

beyond the demand for labour, that habits of idlenefs and turbulence

will be generated, moft peculiarly unfavourable to a flourilhing

ftate of manufa<ftures. In fpite of the cheapnefs of labour in Ireland,

there are few manufactures which can be prepared in that country

for foreign fale fo cheap as in England : and this is evidently owing
to the want of thofe induftrious habits which can only be produced

by regular employment.

CHA'PI
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CHAP. XI.

Of the necejjity ofgeneralprinciples on thisfibjeSi.

It has been obferved by Hume, that of all fclences, there is noi|ic,

where firfl appearances are more deceitful than in politicks '. The

remark is undoubtedly very juft,
and is moft peculiarly applicable to

that department of the fcience, which relates to the modes of

improving the condition of the lower clafTes of fociety.

We are continually hearing declamations againfl theory and

theorifls, by men who pride themfelves upon the diftindion of

being practical. It muft be acknowledged that bad theories are

very bad things, and the authors of them ufelefs, and fometimes

pernicious members of fociety. But thefe advocates of pra(n:ice do

not feem to be aware, that they themfelves very often come under

this defcription, and that a great part of them may be clafled among
the moft mifchievous theorifts of their time. When a man faith-

fully relates any fad:s which have come within the fcope of his own

bfervation, however confined it may have been, he undoubtedly
adds to the fum of general knowledge, and confers a benefit on

fociety. But when, from this confined experience, from the

management of his own little farm, or the details of the workhouie

in his neighbourhood, he draws a general inference, as is very

frequently the cafe, he then at once eredls himfelf into a theorift
;

and is the more dangerous ; becaufe experience being the only juft

f Effay xi. vol. 1. p. 431. 8yo,

foundation
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foundation for theory, people are often caught merely by the found

of the word, and do not {lop to make the diftin<ftion between that

partial experience which, on fuch fubjeds, is no foundation what-

ever for ajuft theory, and that general experience, on which alone

a juft theory can be founded.

There are, perhaps, few fubjcd:s, on which human ingenuity has

been more exerted, than in the endeavour to ameliorate the con-

dition of the poor ;
and there is certainly no fubje(ft in which it has

io completely failed. The queftion between the theorift who calls

himfelf pradical, and the genuine theorift, is, whether this fliould

prompt us to look into all the holes and corners of workhoufes, and

content ourfelves with mulcling the parifli officers for their wafte of

cheefe parings and candle ends, and with diftributing more foups

and potatoes; or to recur to general principles, which fliew us at

once the caufe of the failure, and prove that the fyilem has been

from the beginning radically erroneous. There is no fubje6l to

which general principles -have been fo feldom applied ; and yet,

in the whole compafs of human know^ledge, I doubt if there be

one, in which it is fo dangerous to lofe fight of them ; becaufe the

partial and immediate cfFc61s of a particular mode of giving affift-

ance are fo often diredlly oppofite to the general and permanent
effeas.

It has been obferved in particular diftrifts, where cottagers are

pofl'effed
of fmall pieces of land, and are in the habit of keeping

cows, that, during the late fcarcities, fome of them were able to

fupport themfelves without parifa affiftance, and others with com-

paratively little *.

According to the partial view in which this
jfubje<5l

has been

always contemplated, a general inference has been drawn from fuch

inftances, that, if we could place all our labourers in a fmiilar

fituation, they would all be equally comfortable, and equally inde-

* See an Inquiry into the State of Cottagers in the Counties of Lincoln and Rutbnd

by Robert Gourlay. Annals of Agriculture, vol, xxxvii. p. 514.
% pendent
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pendent of the parilli. This is an inference, however, that by no

means follows. The advantage w^hich cottagers, who at prefent

keep cows, enjoy, arifcs in a great meafure from its being peculiar;

and would be dcllroycd if it were made general.

A farmer or gentleman living in a grazing country has, we will

fuppofe, a certain number of cottages on his farm. Being a liberal

man, and liking to fee all the people about him comfortable, he

may join a piece of land to his cottages fufficient to keep one or

two cows, and give, befides, high wages. His labourers will of

courfe live in plenty, and be able to rear up large families ; but a

grazing farm requires few hands ; and though the mafter may choole

to pay thofe that he employs well, he will not probably wifti to

have more labourers on his farm than his work requires. He does

not therefore build more houfes; and the children of the labourers

whom he employs muft evidently emigrate and fettle in other

countries. While fuch a iyftem continues peculiar to certain

families, or certain diftri6i:s, no great inconveniencies arife from it

to the community in general ; and it cannot be doubted, that the

individual labourers employed on thefe farms are in an enviable

iituation, and fuch as we might naturally wifh was the lot of all

our labourers. But it is perfcdly clear, that fuch a iyftem could

not, in the nature of things, pofTefs the fame advantages, if it

w^re made general ; becaufe there would then be no countries to

which the children could emigrate with any profpe6l of finding

w.ork. Population would evidently increafe beyond the demand of

towns and manufadlories, and univerfal poverty mufl neceiTarily

enfue.

It Ihould be obferved alfo, that one of the reafons, why the labourers

who at prefent keep cows, are fo comfortable, is, that they are able to

make a confiderable profit of the milk which they do not ufe them-

felves; an advantage which would evidently be very much diminifhed

if the fyftem were univerfal. And though they were certainly able

to flruggle through the late fcarcities with lefs affiflance than their

neighbours,
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neighbours, as might naturally be expected, from their having other

refources befides the article which in thofe individual years was

fcarce; yet if the fyftem were univerfal, there can be no reafon

affigned, why they would not be fubjed to fufFer as much from a

fcarcity of grafs and a mortality among cows, as our common
labourers do now from a fcarcity of wheat. We Ihould be extremely
cautious therefore of trufting to fuch appearances, and of drawing a

general inference from this kind of partial experience.

The main principle on which the fociety for increafmg the com-

forts, and bettering the condition of the poor, profeflcs to pro-

ceed, is excellent. To give effe(5l to that mafterfpring of indullry,

the defire of bettering our condition ^, is the true mode of impro^**-

ing the ftate of the lower clafles ; and we may fafely agree with Mr.

Bernard, in one of his able prefaces, that whatever encourages

and promotes habits of induftry, prudence, forefight, virtue, and

cleanlinefs, among the poor, is beneficial to them and to the country;

and whatever removes or diminillies the incitements to any of

thcfe qualities, is detrimental to the flate, and pernicious to the indi-

vidual ^.

. Mr. Bernard, indeed, himfelf, feems in general to be fully aware

of the difficulties which the fociety has to contend with in the

accomplilliment of its objedl. But ftill it appears to be in fome

danger of falling into the error before alluded to, of drawing general

inferences from infufficient experience. Without adverting to the

plans, refpedling cheaper foods and parilli fliops, recommended by

individuals, the beneficial effects of which depend entirely upon their

being peculiar to certain families or certain parifhes, and would be

loft if they were general, by lowering the wages of labour ; I fhall

only notice one obfervatlon of a more comprehenfive nature, which

occurs in the preface to the fecond volume of the Reports. It is

there remarked, that the experience of the fociety feemed to

Preface to vol. ii. of the Reports.
^ Preface -to voLiii. of the Keporft.

4 F warrant
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warrant the conclufion, that the beft mode of reUeving the poor,

was, by affiftmg them at their own homes, and placing out their

children as foon as pofTible in different employments, apprentice-

fliips,
&c. I really believe that this is the beft, and it is certainly

the moil agreeable mode, in which occafional and difcriminate

affiftance can be given. But it is evident, that it muft be done

with caution, and cannot be adopted as a general principle, and

made the foundation of univerfal practice. It is open exactly to the

fame objedion as the cow fyftcm in pafture countries which has

juft been noticed, and that part of the ad of the 43d of Elizabeth

which dire^ls the overfeers to employ and provide for the children

of the poor. A particular parifh, where all the children, as foon

as they were of a proper age, were taken from their parents, and

placed out in proper fituations, might be very comfortable; but if

the fyftem were general, and the poor faw that all their children

would be thus provided for, every employment would prefently be

overftocked with hands, and the confequence need not be again

repeated.

Nothing can be more clear, than that it is within the power of

mioney, and of the exertions of the rich, adequately to relieve a

particular family, a particular parifli, and even a particular diftriA.

But it will be equally clear, if we refled: a moment on the
fubjed:,

'

that it is totally out of their power to relieve the whole country in

the fame way ; at leaft, without providing a regular vent for the

overflowing numbers in emigration, or without the prevalence of a

particular
virtue among the poor, which the diftribution of this

affiftance tends obvioufly to difcourage.

Even induftry itfelf, is, in this refped, not very different from

money. A man who poffeffes a certain portion of it, above what is

ufually poffeffed by his neighbours, will, in the aclual ffate of things,

be almoft fure of a competent livelihood ; but if all his neighbours

were to become at once as induftrious as himfelf, the abfolute

portion of induftry which he before poffeffed would no longer be a

fccurity
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fecurity againft want. Hume fell into a very great error, when he

aflerted that " almoft all the moral, as well as natural evils of
*' human life, arife from idlenefs ;" and for the cure of thefe ills,

required only that the whole fpecies Ihould poiTefs naturally an

equal diligence, with that which many individuals are able to attain

by habit and reflection ^ It is evident that this given degree of

induftry poflefled by the whole fpecies, if not combined with

another virtue of which he takes no notice, w^ould totally fail of

^efcuing fociety from want and mifery, and would fcarcely remove

a fmgle moral or phyfical evil, of all thofe to which he alludes.

I am aware of an objection, which will, with great appearance

ofjuftice, be urged againft the general tenour of thefe reafonings.

It will be faid, that to argue thus, is at once to object to every

mode of affixing the poor, as it is impoffible, in the nature of things,

to affift people individually, without altering their relative fituation

in fociety, and proportionally depreiling others ; and that as thofe

who have families, are the perfons naturally mod fubjed: to dif-

trefs, and as wx are certainly not called upon to afiift thofe who do

not want our aid, we mull neceflarily, if we a6l at all, relieve thofe

who have children, and thus encourage marriage and population.

I have already obferved, however, and I here repeat it again, that

the general principles on thefe fubjedls ought not to be pufhed too

far, though they fliould always be kept in view; and that many
cafes may occur, in which the good refulting from the relief of the

prefent diftrefs, may more than overbalance the evil to be appre-

hended from the remote confequence.

All relief in inftances of diftrefs, not arifing from idle and

improvident habits, clearly comes under this defcription; and in

general it may be obferved, that it is only that kind of
i) ftcmatic

and certain relief, on which the poor can confidently depend, what-

ever may be their condud:, that violates general principles, in fuch

*
Dialogues on Natural Religion, Part xi. p. 312.

4 F ^ a manner.
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a manner, as to make it clear that the general confequence is worfe

than the particular evil.

Independently of this dlfcriminate and occafional affiftance, the

beneficial effects of which I have fully allowed in a preceding

chapter, I have before endeavoured to fhew, that much might be

expedied from a better and more general fyflem of education. Every

thing that can be done in this way, has indeed a very peculiar

value; becaufe education is one of thofe advantages, which not only

all may fliare without interfering with each other, but the raifing

of one perfon may ad:ually contribute to the raifing of others. If,

for inftance, a man by education acquires that decent kind of pride,

and thofe jufter habits of thinking, which will prevent him from

burdening fociety with a family of children, which he cannot

fupport, his conduct, as far as an individual inftance can go, tends

evidently to improve the condition of his fellow labourers; and

a contrary condud; from ignorance, would tend as evidently to

deprefs it.

I cannot help thinking alfo, that fomethlng might be done

towards bettering the fituation of the poor, by a general improve-
ment of their cottages; if care were taken, at the fame time, not

to make them fo large, as to allow of two families fettling in them ;

and not to increafe their number fafter than the demand for labour

required. Perhaps one of the moft falutary, and leaft pernicious

checks, to the frequency of early marriages in this country, is the

difficulty of procuring a cottage, and the laudable habits which

prompt a labourer rather to defer his marriage fome years, in the

expectation of a vacancy, than to content hlmfelf with a wretched

mud cabin, like thofe in Ireland ^.

Even

Perhaps, however, this is not often left to his choice, on account of tlie fear which

every pariih has of increafing its poor. There are many ways by which our poor laws

operate in couatera6lJng their firft obvious tendency to increafe population, and this is

3 one
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Even the cow ^ftem, upon a more confined plan, might not be

open to objedion. With any view of making it a fubilitute for

the Poor Laws, and of giving labourers a right to demand land and

cows in proportion
to their families; or of taking the common

people from the confumption of wheat, and feeding them on milk

and potatoes ;
it appears to me, I confefs, truly prepoilierous: but

if it were fo ordered as merely to provide a comfortable fituation for

the better and more induftrious clafs of labourers, and to fupply, at

the fame time, a very important want among the poor in general,

that of milk for their children, I think that it would be
extremely

beneficial, and might be made a very powerful incitement to habits

of induftry, economy, and prudence. With this view, however, it

is evident, that only a certain portion of the labourers in each

parifli
could be embraced in the plan ; that good conducl, and not

mere diilrefs, fhould have the moil valid claim to preference ; that

too much attention fliould not be paid to the number of children ;

and that, univerfally, thofe who had faved money enough for the

purchafe of a cow, fhould be preferred, to thofe who required to be

furniflied with one by the parilh ''.

To facilitate the faving of fmall fums of money for this purpofe,
and encourage young labourers to economize their earnings with a

view to a provifion for marriage; it might be extremely ufeful to

have country banks, where the fmalleft fums would be received,

and a fair intereft paid for them. At prefent, the few labourers who
fave a little money, are often greatly at a lofs to know what to do

one of them. I have little doubt that it Is aimofl: exclufively owing- to thefe counter-

adling caufes, tliat we have been able to perfevcre in this fyflem fo long, and that the

condition of the poor has not been fo much injured by it as might Ikjvc been expeded.
"" The a6l of Elizabeth which prohibited the building of cottages, unlefs four acres of

land were annexed to them, is probably impradlicable in a manufacturing country like

England; but upon this principle, certainly the greateft part of the poor might pofTeft

land ;
becaufe the difficulty of procuring fuch cottages would always operate as a power-

ful check to their increafc. The effedl of fuch a plan would be very different from

that of Mr. Young's.

with
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with it ; and under fuch circumftances we cannot be much fur-

prifed that it fliould fometimes be ill employed, and laft but a fhort

time. It w^ould probably be effential to the fuccefs of any plan

of this kind, that the labourer fliould be able to draw out his money
whenever he wanted it, and have the moft perfed: liberty of dif-

pofnig of it in every refpeA as he pleafed. Though we may regret,

that money fo hardly earned fliould fometimes be fpent to little

purpofe; yet it feems to be a, cafe in which we have no right to

interfere; nor if we had, would it, in a general view, be ad-

vantageous ;
becaufe the knowledge of poiTeffing this liberty would

be of more ufe in encouraging the pradice of faving, than any
reftri(5lion of it, in preventing the mifufe of money fo faved.

One fliould undoubtedly be extremely unwilling, not to make as

much ufe as poffible of that known (limulus to induftry and

economy, the dcfire of, and the attachment to, property : but it

Ihould be recoUeded, that the good efFeds of this flimulus,

fhow themfelves principally, when this property is to be procured,

or preferved, by perfonal exertions ; and that they are by no means fo

general, under other circumftances. If any idle man with a family

could demand, and obtain, a cow and fome land, I fliould expedl to

fee both very often negleded.

It has been obferved, that thofe cottagers who keep cows, are

more indufl:rious and more regular in their condud than thofe who
do not. This is probably true, and what might naturally be

expefced ; but the inference that the way to make all people in-

duftrious, is to give them cows, may by no means be quite fo

certain. Mofl: of thofe who keep cows at prefent have purchafed

them with the fruits of their own induflry. It is therefore more

juft to fay, that their indufl:ry has given them a cow, than that a

cow has giv^en them their indufl:ry ; though I would by no means

be underflood to imply, that the fudden poiTeffion of property never

generates induflirious habits.

. The practical good efFedls which have been already experienced,

from
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from cottagers keeping cows % arife in fad from the iyftem being

nearly fuch as the confined plan which I have mentioned. In the

diftrid:s where cottagers of this defcription moft abound, they do

not bear a very large proportion to - the population of the whole

parifli: they confift in general of the better fort of labourers, who
have been able to purchafe their own cows ; and the peculiar com-

forts of their fituation arife, more from the relative, than the

pofitive advantages which they poflefs.

From obferving, therefore, their induftry and comforts, we fliould

be very cautious of inferring that v/e could give the fame induftrv

and comforts to all the lower clafles of people, by giving them the

fame pofleffions. There is nothing that has given rife to fuch a

cloud of errors, as a confufion between relative and pofitive, and

between caufe and efFed:.

It may be faid, however, that any plan of generally improving the

cottages of* the poor, or of enabling more of them to keep -cows,

would evidently give them the power of rearing a greater number of

children, and, by thus encouraging population, violate the principles

which I have endeavoured to eftablifh. But if I have been

fuccefsful in making the reader comprehend the principal bent of

this work, he will be aware, that the precife reafon why I think

that more children ought not to be born than the country can

fupport, is, that the greatefi: pofTible number of thofe that are born

may be fupported. We cannot, in the nature of things, affifl; the

poor, in any way, without enabling them to rear up to manhood a

greater number of their children. But this is, of all other things,

the mofi: defirable, both with regard to individuals and the publick.

Every lofs
,
of a child from the confequences of poverty, mufi: evi-

dently be preceded and accompanied by great mifery to individuals;

and, in a publick view, every child that dies under ten years of ago,

is a lofs to the nation of all that had been expended in its fubfift-

*
Inquiry into the State of Cottagers in the Counties of Lincoln and Rutland, by

Robert Gourlay. Annals of Agriculture, vol. xxxvii. p. 514.

ttCC
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cnce till that period. Confequently, in every point of view, a de-

creafe of mortality, at all ages, is w^hat we ought to aim at. Wc
cannot, however, effe<5l this obje(5l,

without firft crowding the

population in fome degree by making more children grow up to

manhood; but we fhall do no harm in this refpeft, if, at the fame

time, we can imprefs thcfe children with the idea that to poflefs

the fame advantages as their parents, they muft defer marriage till

they have a fair profped; of being able to maintain a family. And

it muft be candidly confefled that, if we cannot do this, all our

former efforts will have been thrown away.
- It is not in the nature

of things that any permanent and general improvement in the

condition of the poor can be effected, without an increafe in the

preventive check: and unlefs this take place, either with, or without

vour efforts, every thing that is done for the poor muft be temporary

and partial : a diminution of mortality at prcfcnt, will be balanced

by an increafed mortality in future ;
and the improvement of their

condition in one place, will proportionally dcprefs it in another.

This is a truth fo important, and fo little underftood, that it can

fcarcely be too often infiftcd on. The generality of charitable people

and of the encouragers of marriage, are not in the fmalleft degree

aware of the real effedls of what they do.

Dr. Paley, in a chapter on population, provifion, &c. in his Moral

Philofophy, obferves, that the condition moft favourable to the

population of a country, and, at the fame time, to its general

happinefs, is,
" that of a laborious frugal people miniftering to the

" demands of an opulent, luxurious nation^." Such a form ot

' Vol. ii. c. xi. p. 359- From a paflage in Dr. Paley's late work on Natural

Theology, I am inclined to think, that fubfequent refledlion has induced him to

modify fome of his former ideas on the fubje6l of population. He has ftated n^oft juflly,

(chap. XXV. p. 539.) that mankind will in every country breed up to a certain point of

dillrefs. If tiiis be allowed, that country will evidently be the happieft, where the degree

ofdiftrefs at this point is the leaf!:, and confequently, if the fpread of luxury, by produ-

cing the check fooner, tend to diminifli this degree of diflreG, it is certainly defirable.

Ibciety
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fociety has not, it muft be confelled, an inviting afpedl. Nothing
but the convidiion of its being abfolutelj ncceflary, could reconcile

us to the idea of ten millions of people condemned to inceflant toil,

and to the privation of every thing but abfolute neceifaries, in order

to minlitcr to the exceffive luxuries of the other million. But the

faft'is, that fuch a form of fociety is by no means necefTary. It is

by no means neceflary, that the rich lliould be exceffively luxurious,

in order to fupport the manufa6lures of a country, or that the poor

fliould be deprived of all luxuries, in order to make them fufficiently

numerous. The beft, and in every point of view the moft advan-

tageous, manufadlures in this country, are thofe which are confumed

by the great body of the people. The manufactures which arc

confined exclufively to the rich, are not only trivial on account of

the comparative fmallnefs of their quantity ;
but are further liable

to the great difadvantage ofproducing much oecafional mifery amon^
thofe employed in them, from changes of falhion. It is the ipread

of luxury, therefore, among the mafs of the people, and not an excefs

of it in a few, that feemsto be moft advantageous, both with

regard to national wealth and national happinefs ; and what Dr.

Paley confiders as the true evil and proper danger of luxury, I fliould

be difpofed to confider as its true good, and peculiar advantage. If,

indeed, it be allowed that in every ibciety, not in the ftate of a new

colony, fome powerful check to population muft prevail; and if it

be obferved, that a tafte for the comforts and conveniencies of life

will prevent people from marrying under the certainty of being

deprived of thcfe advantages ;
it muft be allowed that we can hardly

cxpe(5l to nd any check to marriage fo little prejudicial to the

happinefs and virtue of fociety as the general prevalence of fuch a

tafte
-,
and confequently that the fpread of luxury

^ in this fenfe of

the

In a note to the tenth cliapter of the Jafl: book, I have mentioned the point at which,

alone, it \% probable that luxury becomes really prejiidkial to a country. But this point

4 G does
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the term, is particularly defirable ; and one ofthe bed means of ralfing

that {landard of wretchednefs, alluded to in the eighth chapter of this

book.

It has been generally found that the middle parts of fociety are

nioft favourable to virtuous and induftrious habits, and to the growth
of all kinds of talents. But it is evident, that all cannot be in the

middle. Superior and inferior parts are, in the nature of things,

abfolutely neccflary ;
and not only neccflary, but ftrikingly beneficial.

If no man could hope to rife, or fear to fall in fociety ; if induflry

did not bring w^ith it its reward, and indolence its punifhment ; we

could not expecfl to fee that animated activity in bettering our condition,

which now forms the mafter-fpring of publick profperity. But in con-

templating the different ftates of Europe, we obferve a very confidcr-

able difference in the relative proportions of the fuperior, the middle,

and the inferior parts ; and from the effect of thefe differences, it

feems probable, that our beft grounded expedlations of an increafe

in the happinefs of the mafs of human fociety, are founded in the

profpecB: of an increafe in the relative proportions of the middle parts.

And if the lower claffes of people had acquired the habit of propor-

tioning the fupplies of labour to a ftatlonary, or even decrcafmg

demand, without an increafe of mifery and mortality, as at prefent ^

we^fhii^t even venture to indulge a hope, that at fome future

period, the proceffes for abridging human labour, the progrefs of

which has of late years been fo rapid, might ultimately fupply all

the wants of the moft wealthy fociety with lefs perfonal labour than

at prefent ; and if they did not diminifli the feverity of indi-

vidual exertion, might, at leaf!:, diminlfli the number of thofe

employed in fevere toll. If the loweft claffes of fociety were thus

diminifhcd, and the middle claffes increafed, each labourer might

indulge a more rational hope of riflng by diligence and exertion into

docs not depend upon the fpread of luxury, as diminifliing the frequency of marriage

among the poor, but upon the proportion which thofe employed in preparing or pro-

curing luxuries, bears to the funds which are to fupport them

a better
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a better ftation; the rewards of induftry and virtue would be in-

creafed in number; human fociety would appear to confift of fewer

blanks and more prizes ;
and the fum of focial happinefs would be

evidently augmented.
To indulge, however, in any diftant views of this kind, unaccom-

panied by the evils ufually attendant on a flationary, or decreafnig

demand for labour, we muft fuppofe the general prevalence of fuch

prudential habits among the poor, as would prevent them from

marrying, when the a(5lual price of labour, joined to what they

might have faved in their iingle ftate, would not give them the

profpedl of being able to fupport a wife and fix children without

affiflance. And, in every point of view, fuch a degree of prudential

reftraint would be extremely beneficial ;
and would produce a very

{Iriking amelioration in the condition of the lower claflcs of people.
^

It may be faid, perhaps, that even this degree of prudence might not

always avail, as when a man marries he cannot tell what number of

children he fliall have, and many have more than lix. This is cer-

tainly true
; and in this cafe I do not think that any evil would

refult from making a certain allowance to every child above this"

number ; not with a view of rewarding a man tor his large family,

but merely, of relieving him from a fpecies of diflrefs, which it would

be unrcafonablc in us to expe^l that he fliould calculate upon. And
with this view, the relief fliould be merely fuch, as to place him

exactly in the fame iituation as if he had had fix children.

Montefquieu difapproves of an cdid; of Lewis the fourteenth, which

gave certain pcnfions to thofe who had ten and twelve children, as

being of no ufe in encouraging population **. For the very reafbn

that he difapproves of it, I fhould think that fome law of the kind

might be adopted without danger, and might relieve particular

individuals from a very prefTmg and unlooked-for dlflrefs, without

operating in any refpecS as an encoura.gement to marriage.

*
E^r'vt des Loix, liv, xxlii. c. xxvii.

4 G i? U
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If at feme future period, any approach fhould be made toward*

the more general prevalence of prudential habits with refpec^ to

marriage among the poor, from which alone any permanent and

general improvement of their condition can arife ; I do not think

that the narroweft politician need be alarmed at it, from the fear of

its occafioning fuch an advance in the price of labour as will enable

our commercial competitors to underfell us in foreign marliets.

There are four circumftances that might be expe<5led to accompany
it, which would probably either prevent, or fully counterbalance^

any efFed of this kind. Thefe are, ift. The more equable and

lower price of provifions, from the demand being lefs frequently

above the fupply. 2dly, The removal of that heavy burden on

agriculture, and that great addition to the prefent wages of labour,

the poors rates. 3.dly, The national faving ofa great part of that fum
,^

"which is expended without return, in the fupport of thofe children

who die prematurely, from the confcquences of poverty. And, laflly^

The more general prevalence of economical and induftrious habits>

particularly among unmarried men, which would prevent that indo-

lence,, drunkennefs, and walie of labour, which at prefent are toa

frequently a confequcnce of high wages..

CHAP.
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c H A P. xrr.

Ofcur rational expedlatiam reJ^eSitng thefuture 'improvement of Society^

In t^ing a general and concluding view of our rational expectations

refpecfling the mitigation of the evils arifing from the principle of

population, it may be obferved, that though the increafe of popular

tion in a geometrical ratio be incontrovertible, and the period of

doubling, when unchecked^ has been uniformly ftated in. tliis work,

rather below than above the truth ; yet there are ibme natural

confequences of the progrefs of fbciety and civilization, which

neceifarily reprcfs its full effects. There are, more particularly, great

towns and manufadiures, in which we can fcarcely hope, and;

certainly not expcd:, to fee any very material change. It is undoubt-^

cdly our duty, and in every point of view highly defirable, to make
towns and manufacturing employments as little injurious as pofliblc

to the duration of human life ; but, after all our efforts, it is pro-

bable that they will always remain lefs healthy than country fitu-

ations and country employments ; and confequently, operating as

pofitive checks, will diminifh in forae degree the neceffity of the

preventive check..

In every old flate it is obfcrved, that a confiderable number of

grown-up people, remain for a time unmarried. The diity of

pradlifmg the common and acknowledged rules of morality during,

this period, has never been controverted in theory, however it may-
have been oppofed in pracflice. This branch of the duty of moral

reflraint has fcarcely been touched by the rcafbnings of this work..

It



^9'8 Of mir rational expcdiat tojts
refpecftug

book i v.

It rcfts on the fame foundation as before, neither ftronger nor

"weaker. And knowing how incompletely this duty has hitherto

been fulfilled, it would certainly be vifionary to exped: any very

material change for the better, in future.

The part which has been affc6led by the reafonings of this work

is not, therefore, that which relates to our condu6l during the

period of celibacy, but to the duty of extending this period till we

have a profpedl of being able to maintain our children. And it is

by no means vifionary to indulge a hope of fome favourable change
in this re(pe<ft ; becaufe it is found by experience, that the prevalence

of this kind of prudential reftraint is extremely different in different

countries, and in the fame countries at different periods.

It cannot be doubted, that throughout Europe in general, and

moft particularly in the northern flates, a decided change has taken

place in the operation of this prudential reflraint, fuice the preva-

lence of thofe warlike and enterprifnig habits which deftroyed
fo many people. In later times, the gradual diminution, and almoft:

total extinction, of the plagues which fo frequently vifited Europe in

the ie\x:ntcenth and the beginning of the eighteenth centuries, pro-

duced a change of the fame kind. And in this country it is not to be

doubted that the proportion of marriages has become fmallcr, fince

the improvement of our towns, the lefs frequent returns of epide-

micks, and the adoption of habits of greater cleanlinefs. During
the late fcarcities, it appears that the number of marriages dimi-

niflied ;
and the fame motives w hich prevented many people from

marrying during fuch a period, would operate precifely in the fame

way, if, in future, the additional number of children reared to

manhood from the introdu<5lion of the cow-pox, were to be fuch,

as to crowd all employments, lower the price of labour, and make

it more difficult to fupport a family.

Univcrfally, the priidice of mankind on the fubjed; of marriage
has been much fupcrior to their theories

;
and however frequent

may have been the declamations on the duty of entering into this

7 flate,
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ftatc, and the adv^antage of early unions to prevent vicC; each indi-

vidual has practically found it neceilary to confider of the means of

fupporting a family, before he
ventijUj^

to take fo important a ftep.

JN^ That great vis medtcairix reiptMcaj^Q defire of bettering our condi-

tion, and the fear of making it worfe, has been conftantly in aftion,,

and has been conftantly dired;ing people into the right road in fpite

of all the declamations which tended to lead them alide. Owing to-

this powerful fpring of health in every ftate, which is nothing more

than an inference from the general courfe of the laws of nature, irre-

iiftibly forced on each man's attention, the prudential check to mar-

riage has increafed in Europe ;
and it cannot be unreafonable to con-

clude, that it will {till make further advances. If this take place,

without any marked and decided increafe of a vicious intercourfe

with the fex, the happinefs of fociety will evidently be promoted by-

it ; and with regard to the danger of fuch increafe, it is confolatory

to remark, that thofe countries in Europe where marriages are the

leaft frequen/, arc by no means particularly diftinguiflied by vices of

this kind./ It has appeared that Norw^ay, Switzerland, England, and

Scotland', are above all the reft in the prevalence of the preventive

check ; and though I do not mean to infift particularly on the vir-

tuous habits of thefe countries, yet I think that no perfon would

felc6l them as the countries moft marked for profligacy of manners.

Indeed, from the little that I know of the continent, I fliould have

been inclined to feled: them a& moft diftinguifhcd for contrary habits,

and as rather above than below their neighbours in the chaftity of

their women, and confequently in the virtuous habits of their men.

Experience therefore feems to tea-ck us> that it is poiTiblc for moral \

and phyflcal caufcs to countera<5l the effects that might at firft be

expected from an increafe of the preventive check
; but allowing all

'

the weight to thcfe effects which is in any degree probable, it' may
be fafely aflerted, that the diminution of the vices arising from indi-

gence, would fnlly counterbalance them ; and that all the advan-

tages of diminilhed mortality, and fuperior comforts, which would

certainly



'6oo Ofour rational expeSfations refpecling book i v.

certainly refult from an increafe of the preventive check, may be

placed entirely on the fide of the gains to the caufc of happinefs and

virtue.

It is Icfs the obje(fl of the prefent work to propofe new plans of

improving fociety, than to inculcate the neccffity of refting con-

tented with that mode of improvement, which is dilated by the

courfe of nature, and of not obftruding the advances which would

otherwife be made in this way.
It would be undoubtedly highly advantageous, that all our pofitlvc

inflitutions, and the whole tenour of our condud: to the poor, Ihould

be fuch as adively to co-operate with that lefTon of prudence incul-

cated by the common courfe of human events; and if wx take upon

Gurfelves, fometimes, to mitigate the natural punifliments of impru-

dence, that we fliould balance it by increafmg the rewards of an

oppofite condud:. But much would be done, if merely the infti-

tutions which diredly tend to encourage marriage wxre gradually

changed, and we ceafed to circulate opinions, and inculcate dodrines,

which pofitivcly counterad the IciTons of nature.

The limited good which it is fometimes in our power to efFcd, is

often loft by attempting too much, and by making the adoption of

fbmc particular plan efl'entially ncceffary even to a partial degree of

iiicccfs. In the pradical application of the rcafonings of this w^ork, I

hope that I have avoided this error. I wilh to prefs on the recol-

ledion of the reader, that, though I may have given fome new views

of old fads, and may have indulged in the contemplation of a confi-

derable degree of
pej/ihle improvement, that I might not abfolutely

fhut out that prime cheerer hope ; yet in my expcdations of probable

improvement, and in fuggefting the means of accomplilhing it, I have

been very cautious. The gradual abolition of the poor laws has

already often been propofcd, in confequence of the pradical evils

which have been found to flow from them, and the danger of their

becornmg a weight abfolutely intolerable on the landed property of

die kingdom. The eftabliflimcnt of a more extenfive fyftem of

national
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national education, has neither the advantage of novelty with fome,

nor its difadvantage with others, to recommend it. The practical

good effects of education have long been experienced in Scotland ;

and almoft every perfon who has been placed in a fituation to judge,

has given his teftimony, that ed^^atiiua appears to have a confiderablc

effed: in the prevention of crimes ^, and the promotion of induflry,

morality, and regular condud. Yet thefe are the only plans which

have been offered ; and though the adoption of them in the modes

fuggefted, would very powerfully contribute to forward the objcd: of

this work, and better the condition of the poor ; yet if nothing be

done in this way, I ihall not abfolutely defpair of fome partial good
effects from the general tenour of the reafoning.

If the principles which I have endeavoured to eflablilli be falfe, I

moft fmcerely hope to fee them completely refuted ; but if they be

true, thefubjedl is fo important, and interefts the queftion of human

happinefs fo nearly, that it is impoffible that they fhould not in time

be more fully known, and more generally circulated, whether any

part-icular efforts be made for the purpofc or not.

Among the higher and middle claffcs of fociety, the effect of

this knowledge would, 1 hope, be to dired; without relaxing their

efforts in bettering the condition of the poor; to lliflw them what

they can, and what they cannot do
;
and that, although much may

be done by advice and infi:ru(5lion, by encouraging habits of prudence
and cleanlinefs, by occafional and difcriminate charity, and by any
mode of bettering the prefcnt condition of the poor, which is followed

by an increafe of the preventive check ; yet that, without this laft

cffed:, all the former efforts would be futile; and that, in any old and

well-peopled ffate, to affifl the poor in fuch a manner as to enable

* Mr.Howard found fewer prlfoners in Switzerland and Scotland, than in other coun-

tries, which he attrilmted to a more regular education among the lower clafies of the

Swifs and the Scotch. During tlie number of years which the late Mr. Fielding

prcfided at Bow-ftreet, only fix Scotchmen were brought before him. He ufed to (ay

tha*t of the perfons committed the greater part were Irifli. Preface to vol, iii. of the

Reports of the Society for bettering the condition of the poor, p. 32.

4 H them
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them to marry as early as they pleafe, and rear up large families, is

a phyfical impoffibility. This knowledge, by tending to prevent the

rich from deftroying the good effects of their own exertions, and

wafting their efforts in a direction where fuccefs is unattainable,

would confine their attention to the proper objects, and thus enable

them to do more good.

Among the poor themfelves, its effedls would be ftill more import-
ant. That the principal and moft permanent caufe of poverty, has

little or no relation to forms of government, or the unequal divifion

of property ; and that, as the rich do not in reality poffefs the power
of finding employment and maintenance for the poor, the poor can-

not, in the nature of things, poffefs the right to demand them, are

important truths flowing from the principle of population, which,
when properly explained, would by no means be above the moft

ordinary comprehenfions. And it is evident, that every man in the

lower claffes of fociety, who became acquainted with thefe truths,

would be difpofed to bear the diftreffes in which he might be

involved with more patience ; would feel lefs dlfcontent and irrita-

tion at the government and the higher claffes of fociety, on account

of his poverty ; would be on all occafions lefs difpofed to infubordi-

nation and turbulence ; and if he received affiftance, either from

any publick inftitution, or from the hand of private charity, he would

receive it with more thankfulnefs, and morejuftly appreciate its

value.

If thefe truths were by degrees more generally known, which in

the courfe of time does not feem to be improbable, from the natural

effedls of the mutual interchange of opinions, the lower claffes of

people, as a body, would become more peaceable and orderly ; would

be lefs inclined to tumultuous proceedings in feafons of fcarcity, and

would at all times be lefs influenced by inflammatory and feditious

publications, from knowing how little the price of labour, and the

means of fupporting a family, depend upon a revolution. The mere

knowledge of thefe truths, even if they did not operate fufliciently

to produce any marked change in the prudential habits of the poor,

3 with
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with regard to marriage, would ftill have a moft beneficial effedl on

their condu6l in a political light ; and undoubtedly one of the 'moft

valuable of thefe effects would be, the power that would refult to the

higher and middle clalTes of fociety of gradually improving govern-

ments*, without the apprehenfion of thofe revolutionary excefles, the

fear of which, at prefent, threatens to deprive Europe even of that

degree of liberty, which fhe had before experienced to be pradlicable,

and the falutary effe6ls of which flie had long enjoyed.
From a review of the ftate of fociety in former periods, compared

with the prefent, I fliould certainly fay, that the evils refulting from

the principle of population have rather diminifhed, than increafed,

even under the difadvantage of an almoft total ignorance of their

real caufe. Andjf we can
^
indulge the hope that this ignorance wdl

be gradually diflipated, it does not feem ui|i;eafonable to expe6l, that

they will be ftill further diminifhed. The increafe of abfolutc popu-.

lation which will of courfe take place, will evidently tend but little

to weaken this expediation, as every thing depends upon the rela-

tive proportions between population and food, and not on the abfo-

lute number of people. In the former part of this work, it appeared,
that the countries which pofTefled the feweil people, often fuffered

the mofl from the effects of the principle of population ; and it can.

fcarcely be doubted, that taking Europe throughout, fewer famines,

and fewer difeafes arifmg from want, have prevailed in the laft cen-

tury, than in thofe which preceded it.

On the whole, therefore, though our future profpcdls refpedling

the mitigation of the evils arifmg from the principle of population,

may not be fo bright as we could wifh,'yet they are far from being

I cannot believe that the removal of all unjuft grounds of difcontent againftconftituted

authorities would render the people torpid and indifferent to advantages which are really

attainable. The
bleflings of civil liberty are fo great, that they furely cannot need the aid

ffalfe colouring to make them defireable. I ihould be forry to think that the lower

claffes of people could never be animated to aflert their rights but by means of fuch illu-

fory promifes, as will generally make the remedy of refiftance much worfe than the

4iieafe that it was intended to cure.

4 H 5 entirely
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entirely difheartenlng, and by no means preclude that gradual and

progreffive improvement in human fociety, which, before the late wild

fpeculations on the fubjedl, was the object of rational expeftation.

To the laws of property and marriage, and to the apparently narrow

principle of felf-love, which prompts each individual to exert himfelf

in bettering his condition, we are indebted for all the nobleft exer-

tions of human genius, for every thing that diftinguillies the civi-

lized from the favage ftate. A ftrid; inquiry into the principle of

population leads us ftrongly to the conclufion, that w^e ihall never

be able to throw down the ladder by which we have rifen to this

eminence; but it by no means proves that we may not rife higher by
the fame means. The ftrufture offociety, in its great features, will

probably always remain unchanged. We have every reafon to

believe, that it wnll always coniift of a clafs of proprietors, and aclals

of labourers ; but the condition of each, and the proportion which

they bear to each other, may be ib altered as greatly to improve the

harmony and beauty of the whole. It would, indeed, be a melan-

choly reflediion, that, while the view^s of phyfical fcience are daily

enlarging, fo as fcarcely to be bounded by the moft diftant horizon,

the fcience of moral and political philofophy fliould be confined

within fuch narrow limits, or at beft be fo feeble in its influence, as

to be unable to counterad: the increafnig obftacles to human happi-

nefs arifing from the progrefs of population. But however formi-

dable thefe obftacles may have appeared in fome parts of this work,

it is hoped that the general refult of the inquiry is fuch, as not to

make us give up the caufe of the improvement of human fociety in

dcfpair. The partial good which feems to be attainable, is worthy
of all our exertions ; is fufficient to dired: our efforts and animate our

profpeds. And although we cannot exped that the virtue and hap-

pinefs of mankind will keep pace with the brilliant career of phyfical

difcovery, yet if wx are not wanting to ourfelves, we may confidently

indulge the hope, that, to no unimportant extent, they will be

influenced by its progrefs, and will partake in its fuccefs.

INDEX,
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Cows kept by cottagers, 5715, 589.

Cow-pox, eftefts of its introdu6lion, 522.

D
Dantzic, proportion of marriages in, 244.
JDifeafes common and fatal among favages,

22, 30, 31. Among people in low ftages
of civilization, 109.

...... epidemic, 252, 340, 485.
arife from improper condudV, 485.

Diflilieries, their efFe(^s, 160.

E
Eareeoie focieties, 52, 60.

Earth, how overfpread with men, 6^.
Eafter Ifland, 60.

Economifts, 430.
Eden, Sir F. M. 417.
Education of the poor, 553, 588, 6or.

Egypt, 113' 472-

Emigration confidered, 387.

England, check's to population in, 300,346,
, its poor laws a bad fyftem, 302,

330, 396, 409. Plan for gradually abo-

lifhing them, 536.
. ...... wealthy, and why, 437.
, bad efFe<^ of its national debt, 440.

once an agricultural nation, 443.
its corn laws, 452.
fliould become more of an agricul-

tural nation, 464.

danger to its conftitution, 526.
more than half its people will foon

become paupers, 536.

Epidemics, their effedls on tables of mor-

tality, 252.
........ their intervals, 341.

affected by badnefs of food, and
crowded dwellings, 342, 485,

Equality, fyflems of, 353, 356.
Europe not

fully peopled, 6.

...... checks to population among the ai-
ciciit inhabitants of the north of, 65. In
the modern ftates of, 183,

Evil, natural and moral, inftruments of di-

vine admonition, 484.
.... increafed by ignorance and indolence,

505-.
.... dimmifhed by knowledge and virtue^

505.

Famine, traces of, foon obliterated, 340.
its frequency of recurrence, 341.
preceded by plentiful years, 343.

Fi filing does not afford a conftant fupply of

food, 42.

Florida, favages of, 39.
Food of certain favages, 18, 19, 39, 43, 62,
. . . . its effe6ls on difeafcs, 342.
Formofa, fmgular culliom in, 60,

Foundling hofpitals, injurious to a flate,

205, 219. In Ruflia, 216. Unfavour-
able to population, 219.

France, checks to population in, 285, 346.
its population not diminiflied by the

revolution, 285.
its internal flate in the year eight,

296, note.

Friendly Iflands, 58.

G
Galla, To5.

Germans, ancient, caufes of their rapid in-

creafe, 77.

Glory, how acquired among favages, 36.
Godwin, his fyftem,366.

obfervations on his reply, 380.
Goths, 69, 72.

Government, confequences of its interfer-

ence, 208.

jealoufy of it neceffary, 529.
improvements of it mufl ori-

ginate with men of education, 533.
Greeks, ancient, 162.

Gunpowder, benefit of the invention, Bo,
note.

Hal-
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H
Halberftadt, proportion of marriages In, 244.

Halle, proportion of marriages in, 243.

Happinefsof fociety,how to be attained, 505.

Holland, marriages in, 241.

....... its advantages in the management
of its poor, 546.

Horfes for plcafure not injurious to the

poor, 478.
Hudfon's Bay Indians, their hardfhips, 39.

Huns, 72.

Hunters, tribes of, cannot be numerous, 24.

....... fometimes fuffer feverely by fa-

mine, 41.

Indigence, highly unfavourable to morals,

513-
Indoftan, 133, 348.

Induftry, chief rtimulus to, 475.
Infanticide, 51, 60, 90, note, 141, 142, 156,

164, 384, note.

Ireland, 334., 58c, note, 581.

Iroquois, their phrafe for making v\rar, 34.

Iflands, Angular inftitutions to retard the

progrefs of population fuppofed to have

originated in, 46.

Japan, 161.

K
Kalmucks, q6.

Kamptfchatka, 117.

Kirgificns, 95
Knowledge, general difFufion of, 553, 555,

601.
L

Labour, difference between its nominal and

real price, i 5.

demand for, requifite to encourage
population, 120.

price of, muft be high for population
to increafe rapidly, 125.

effects of raifmg its price, 396.

fcarcity tends to lower its price, 407.
Leipfic, proportion of marriages in, 244.

Liberty, civil, effect of the knowledge of

the principal caufe of poverty on, 525,
602.

Liberty, jealous care of, neccfTary, 529.
Lima, 337.
London, effe6ts of the plague in, 485.

Longevity, not common among favages, 31.

Luxury, 4*^7, note, 592.

Lying-in hofpitals, 205.

Ai

Magdeburgh, proportion of marriages in,

244-
Mahometan Tartars lefs peaceable than the

heathen, 90.
Man, checks to his increafe, 3.

.... fyftem of his perfectibility, 358.

.... taught, though llowly, by natural and

moral evil, 484.
.... has only a conditional right to fubfift-

ence, 531.
Manufactures, 421, 444, 592.
Marianne Iflands, 60.

Marriage, fmgular cuftoms refpe6ting, 20,

53, 60, 142.

pofitive laws to encourage, 174,
246.

Marriages, on the fruitfulnefs of, 224, 260.

proportionate to deaths, 240.
Maximum, its confequences, 407.
Menu, ordinances of, 133.
Mexico, 337.
Moguls, 85.

horrid propofal of theirs, 85.
Moral reftraint, and the foundations of our

obligation to pra6tife it, 483.
efFe6ts of its general practice,,

494.
Morals, indigence highly unfavourable to,

513-

Mortahty, tables of, 231, 238, 253.
remarks on, 183, 196, 210,

225, 240, 248.
, effe6ts of epidemics on, 252.

N.
National debt, 440.
Nations, caufe oftheir declenfion, 467, note,

Negroes, 102.

New Holland, its inhabitants, 18.

New Zealanders, cannibals, 35.
., .their hoflilities, 47.

Nootka Sound, 32, 42.

Nootka
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Nootka Sound, people there cannibals, 35.

Norway, 81, 243.
checks to population in, 183.

Ofliacks, 118.

Otalieite, 50.

o

Paine's Rights of Man, 530. Works, 555.

Paper currency, 404.

Paris, proportion of marriages in, 245.

Paffions, 486.
Paftoral nations, 66, 91.

modern, 85.

Perfia, 131.

Plague, 485.
Plants, their improvement limited, 351.

Plato, his fcheme for preferving the balance

of population, 165.
Political economy, a neceflary branch of

education, 553.
Politicks, firft appearances particularly de-

ceitful in, 582.

Polygamy, unfavourable to population, 130.
Pomerania, births and marriages in, 259.
Poor, lawsrefpe6ling, in England, 396, 409.

. . . how their condition is affe61:ed by in-

creafmg wealth, 420.
. . . only effetual mode of bettering their

condition, 504.
. . , objections to this mode confidered, 511.
. . . inftitutions for their benefit commonly
relieve much d.ftrefs at firft, but are in-

jurious in their ultimate effects, 515, note.

. . . plan for the gradual abolition of the

laws refpedting, 536.
. . . pnrochial fchools for them propofed,

553, 588, 601.

. . . errours in different plans for nnproving
their condition, 567.

. . . neceffity of general principles on tlie

fubjeft, 582.
Poor-rates injurious, 302, 3^9.

remarks on them, 536.

Population, checked by the difficulty of ac-

quiring food, 3, 336.
ratio of its increafe compared

with thatof footl, 3.

....... general checks to it, 9, 335, 350.

preventive checks to, 9.

Population, pofitive checks to, 11.

alternation of checks and encou-

ragements to it, 12.

propofitions refpeting it, 16.

checks to, in the lowed Ibge of

fociety, 17.

among the American
Indians, 24.

increafed by agriculture, 38.
......... checks to, in the South-fea

iflands, 46.

fingular inftitutions to retard it

originated in iflands, 46.
checks to, among the ancient

inhabitants of the north of Europe, 65.

among modern paftor&l

nations, 85.
in Africa, 102.
in Siberia, 1 1 7.

demand for labour rcquifite to,

120.

to increafe it rapidly the price of

labour mull be high, 125.
checks to, in the Turkifh domi-

nions and Perfia, 126.

in Indoftan and Ti-

bet, 133.

reprefllng It a publick objecSl ia

Tibet, 142.
checks to, in China and Japan,

145-
, amongthe Greeks, 162,

Plato's fcheme for preferving its

balance, 165.
, Ariftotle's, 157.

checks to, among the Romans,
171.

in modern Europe, 183.
, in. Norway, 1 83 .

common miftake on the fubjedl,

194.
checks to, in Sweden, 196.

in Ruffia, 210.

in the middle parts of

Europe, 240.
in Switzerland, 267.
in France, 285.
in England, 300.
in Scotland and Ire-

land, 321.
Population
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Population promoted by the abundance of

food, 336.
little afFe6ted by war, famine,

or peftilence, 340.
the moft powerful check to, in

modern Europe, 351.
fyftems or expedients afFe6lingthe

evils arifin'g
from the principle of, 353.

of commercial ftates, natural

limit to, 427.
, fources of the prevailing errors

on the fubje(3;, 470.
our future profpedts refpeling

the removal or mitigation of evils arifrng

from the principle of, 483.
modes of correding the prevail-

ing opinions on the fubjedt, 549.

neceffity of general principles

on, 582.

Poverty, its principal caufe, 506.
etFedl of the knowledge of its caufe

on civil liberty, 525.

Power, has always a tendency to encroach,

529-
Pra<9:ical politicians, 58I.

Privileges, exclufive, 439.
Proftitution, its calamitous eflFed^s, 10.

Provifion, remarks on the price of, 399, 409.
Prudence, a principal virtue of heathen mo-

ralifts, 494.
an eminent Chriftian virtue, 494.

Pruffia, tables of mortality in, 253.

a
Quito, 337.

Riots, 528, 530.
Roman empire, its fall, 68, 47J.
Romans, antient, 162.

checks to population among them,

Rome, proportion of marriages in, 245.
Ruflia, checks to population in, 210.

its population rapidly increafmg, 243.

S

Samoj'edes, 119.
Sandwich Iflands, 58.

Savages, checks to population among them,

,.,.,,, cuftoms of, 20, 28.

EX. 609

Savages, peculiar hardships ofwomen among,
20, 26.

not longlived, 31.
difeafes common and fatal among

them, 22, 30, 31.
their cannibalifm, 35.

notions of glory, 36.
the only advantage they poflfefs, 62,

Scandinavians, 80.

Scarcity, remarks on the late, 399.
Schools for the poor, 553, 588, 601.

Scotland, checks to population in, 321,
its population redundant, 349.

Scottirti peafantry, 497, note.

Scythians, 66, 85.
Sexual paffion, 487, 497, note.

Shangalla, 106, iii.

Shepherds, nations of. See paftoral nations.

Siberia, checks to population in, 117.
Sinclair, Sir John, his ftatiftical account of

Scotland, 13, note.

Slavery, unfavourable to population, 176.

Small-pox, no argument againft the popu-
loufnefs of modern nations, 178.

remarks on, 343.

Society, general dedudlions from the view of,

336.
, rational expe6l:ations refpe(5ling its

future improvement, 597.
South-fea Iflands, checks to population in, ^6.
Spain, caufe of its low population, 472.
Sparta, 168.

Spartan difcipline, 6^.

Specie, its abundance a confequence, not a

caufe, of national wealth, 473.
Statiftics, fcience of, 13.

Steuart, Sir James, his political economy, 15,
note. Error of, 567.

Sunday fchools, 554.
Sweden, checks to population in, 196.
Switzerland, checks to population in, 267.

T
Tartars, 85.
Taxntion, 440, note.

Terra del Fuego, its inhabitants the lowefl in

the fcale of human beings, 1 7.

Theories, 582.

Tiber, 141.

Tithes, 440, note

.,,.,, eafy commutation for them, ib.

4 1 Townfend,
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Townfend, hi diflertation on the Poor Laws,

568.

Turkey, caufe of its low population, 126.

Tyranny, fource andfuppoit of it, 525.

U
Ufbecks, 88.

Utility, fureft foundation of morals, 560.

V
Van Diemen's land, its inhabitants very

low in the fcale of human beings, 17.

Vice, what, 1 1, note, 486.
Virtue and Vice, dill:in<^ion between, 487.

W
Wallace, his fyftem, 353.

War, deftru(Stive among favages, 3 j.

War, little affedls population, 340.
caufes of, and checks to it, 500,

Wafte lands, 478.
Wealth, its increafe, as it afFeSts the con-

dition of the poor, 420.
of a country, what, 430.

Women, their peculiar hardftiips in the fa-

vage Hate, 20, 26.

Y
Young, A., his plan for improving the con-

dition of the poor, 573.

Z
Zoroaftcr, what he deemed meritorious ads^

131.

THB ENDS.

T. Beoilcy, Prtater, Bolt Coutt, Fleet Street, Lonjoa.


