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To the Knights, Citigens aud Burgefs in Par-
liament Affembled.

- Gentlemen,
E that has Truth and Juftice, and the Intereft of Eng-
land in his Defign, <an have nothing to fear from an
Englifb Parliament.

This makes the Author of thefe Sheets, however Def-
picable in himfelf, apply to this Honourable Houfe, without any
Apology for the Prefumption. : :

Truth, Gentlemen, however meanly drefs’d, and in whatfoever
bad Company fhe happens to come, was always entertain’d at
your Bar; and the Commons of Ewgland mult ceafeto at like
themfelves, or which is worfe, like their Anceftors, when they
ceafe to entertain any Propofal, that offers it felf at their Door, for
the general Good and Advantage of the People they Reprefent

I willingly grant, That ’tis a Crime in good Manners to in-
terrupt your more weighty Councils, and difturb your Debates;
with empty nauleous Trifles in Value, or miftaken Schemes,
and whoever ventures to Addrefs You, ought to be well affur'd
he is in‘the right, and- that the Matter fuits the Intent of your
meeting, viz. To difpatch the weighty Affairs of the Kingdom.

And as T have premis’d this, o I freely {ubmit to any Cenfure
this Honourable Aflembly fhall think I deferve, if I have biroke
in upon cither of thefe Particulars.

I have but one Petition to make with refpe&t to the Author,
and that is, That no freedom of Expreffion, which the Argu-
ments may oblige him to, may be conitru’d as a wanr of Refpet,
and a breach of the due Deference every Englifl Man owes to the
reprefenting Power of the Nation.

It would be hard, that while T am'honeftly offering to your
Confideration fomething of Moment for the gencral Good, Pre-
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judice fhould lay Snares for the Author, and private Pique make:
him an Offender for a Word.

Without entring upon other Parts of my Charater, ’tis enough
to acquaint this Affembly, that Iam an Eng/ifb Frecholder, and
have by that a Title to be concern’d in the good. of that Commu.
munity of which I am an unworthy Member. :

This Honourable Houfe is the Reprefentative of all the Free-
holders of England ; you are Aflembl’d for their Good, you ftudy
their Intereft, you poflefs their Hearts, and you hold the. Striogs.
of the general Purfe.. . :

To-you they have Recourfe for the Redrefs of all their Wrongs,
and if at any time one of their Body can offer to your Affiftance,
any fair, legal, honeft and rational Propofal for the publick Be-
nefit, it was never known that fuch a Man was either rejetted or
difcourag’d. -'

And on this Account Icrave the Liberty toaffure you, That the
Author of this feeks no Reward ; to him it fhall always be Re-
ward enough to have been capable of ferving his native Country,
and Honour enough to have offer’™d fomething for the publick
Good worthy of Confideration in your Honourable Aflembly.

- Pauper Ubique jacet, faid our famous Queen Elizabeth, when in
her Progrefs thro” the Kingdom fhe faw the vaft Throngs of the.
Poor, flocking to fee and blefs her; and:the Thought put her-
Maijelty upon a continn’d ftudy how te.recover her People from.
that Poverty, and make their Labour more profitable to them-.
felves in Particular, and the Nation in General:

This was eafie then to propofe, for that many ufeful Manu-
faCtures were made in foreign Parts, which our People bought .
with Englifh Money, and Imported for their ufe:

The Queen, who knew the Wealth and vaft Numbers of Peo-
ple which the faid Manufattures had brought to the neighbouring
Countries then under the King of Spain, the Dutch being not yet
Revolted, never left off endeavouring what {he happily brought
to pafs, wiz. the tranfplanting into England thofe Springs of Riches
and People. :

She faw the Flemings prodigioufly Numerous, their Cities ftood -
thicker than her Peoples Villages in fome parts ; all forts of ufeful-
Manufaétures were found in their Towas, and all their People.

were.
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were rich and bufie, no Beggars, no -Idlenefs; and confequently

no want was to be feen among them.
She faw the Fountainof all chis Wealth and Workman(hip, I

mean the Wool, was in her own Hands, and Flanders became the.

Seatof all thefe Manufaftures; not becaufe it. was: naturally
Richer and more Populous than other Countries, but becaufe it
lay near Englasnd, and the Staple of the Englifh Wool which was
the Foundation of all their Wealth, wasat Aaswerpin the Heart of
that Country. '

From hence, itmay be faid of Flanders, it was not.the Riches.
and the number of People -brought™ the Manufatures into. the.

Low Countries, but it wasthe Manufattures brought the People

thither, and Multitudes of People make Trade,. Trade makes:.
Wealth, Wealth builds Cities, Cities Enrich the Land round’
them, Land Enrich’d. rifes in. Value, and the Value of Lands Ens-

riches the Government, .

Many Projeéts were fet on foot in England to Ereft the Wool.-
len Manufaturer here, and in fome Places it had found Encou--
ragement, beforethe Days of. this Queen, efpecially as. to mak--
ingof Cloath,. but’ Stuffs, Bays, Says,. Serges, and fuch like.

Wares were yet wholly the Work of the Flemings.

At laft an Opportunity offer’d-perfettly unlook’d for, wiz. The-
Perfecution of the Proteftants, and introducing the Spanifh In--

quifition into Flanders, withthe Tyranny of the Duke D> 4lva, .

It cannot be an ungrateful Obfervation, here to take notice how -
Tyranny and Perfecution, the one an-Oppreffion of Property,
the other of Confcience, always Ruine Trade, Impoverifh—Nati:
ons, Depopulate Countries, Dethrong. Princes, and Deftroy,

Peace.
When an {i‘mgl:ﬁ Man refleéts on it, he cannot without infi-
nite Satisfattion look up to Heaven, and to this Honourable

Houfe, that asthe {pring, #his as the Stream from and 45 which'
the Felicity ofthis Nation has obtain’da Pitch of Glory, Superioc-

toall the People in the World.
Your Councils efpecially, when blet from Heaven, as #ow we

truft they are, with Principles of Unanimity and Concord, can.:

never fail to make Trade Elourifh, War Succefsful, Peace, cer-

fain, .

S e
tain, Wealth flowing, Bleffings probable, the Queen’ Glotious;
and the People Happy. : :

Our unhappy Neighbours of the Low Countries were the very
Reverfe of whdt we blefs onr [elvbs'for inYou. aspaey

Their Kings were Tyrants, their’ Governotirs Perfetutots, their
Armics Thieves and Blood-hounds, |~ . = * ! AT

Their People Divided, their Councils Conftis’d, and their Mi-
{eries Innumerable. -

D Alvathe Spanifb Governor, Befieg’d their Cities, Decimated
the Inhabitants, Murther’d their Nobility, Profcrit’d theit Princes
and Bxecuted 18coo Men by the Hand of the Hang-mlan.. |

Confcience was trampl’d under foor, Religion and Reformati-
on hunted like a Hare upon the Mountains, the Inquifition threat-
ned, and Foreign Armies introduc’d.  ~ - f .

Property fell a Sacrifice to Abfolute Power, the Countrey was
Ravag’d, the Towns Plunder’d, the Rich Confifcated, 'the Poor
Starv’d, Trade Interrupted, and the 1orh. Penny demanded..

The Confequenceof this was, #s in all Tyrannics and Perfecuti=
ons it is, the People fled and fcatter’d’ themfelves in their Neigh-
bours Countries, Trade languifh’d, Manufattures went abroad,
and never return’d, Confufion reign’d, and Poverty fucceeded.

The Multitude that remain’d, pufli’d toall Extremities, were
forc’d to obey the Voice of Nature, and' in-their ownjuft Defence
to take Arms againft their Governours., -

Deftruction it felf has its ufes in the World, the Afhes of one Ci-
ty Rebuildsanother, and God Almighty, who never a&tsin vain,
brought the Wealth of England, and the Power of Fholland into
the World from the Ruirte of the Flemifh Liberty.

The Datch in defence of their Liberty revolted, renounc’d
their Tyrant Prince, and profper’d by Heavenand the Affiltance
of England, ere€ed the greateft Common-wealth in the'World:

Innumerable Obfervations would flow from this part of the
prefent Subje&, but Brevity is my ftudy, I am not teaching; for
1 know who I {peak to, but relating and obferving the Connexi-
on of Caufes, and the wonderous Births which /zy thezin the
Wombof Providence, and are fince comerolife. ;

Particularly how Heaven direéted the Oppreffion and Tyranny
of the Poor {hould be the Wheel to turn over the great Machine
of Trade trom Flanders into England. And
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And how the Perfecution and Cruelty of the Spuniardsagaintt
Religion fhould be dire€ted by the fecret Over-ruling Haad, to be
the Faupdation of & People, and.a Bedy that {hould in. Ages. then
ko come, -be oseof the. ehiel F?‘H%Wéfifﬁrﬂfﬁhat véry Liberty and
Religion they fonght to¥eliroy, . .1, 1. P e
"~ In this general Ruing of Ttade and Eiberty, England made
a Gainof what fhenever yet loft, and of what fhe has (ince en-
oreas'd to an inconceivible Magnitude. | ol
As D’ Alvaworried the poor Flemings, the Queen of Exgland,en-
tertain’d them,  cherifh’d them, invited them, encourag’d them.
T houfands of innocent People fled from all Parts from the . Fu-
ry of this Mercilels Man, and as England, t0 her Honour has al-
ways been the Santuary of her diftrefsd Neighbours, fo now.
fhe was foto her 1f.pt:ciail and_particular Profit, A
TheQueen who fa

but invited over all that would come, promifing them all poffible
Engouragement, Priviledges and Freedom of her Portsandthe like.
This brought over a vatt multitude of Flemings, Walloons,

and Duasch, who with their whole Families fettled at Norwich, at.

Ipfwich, Colchefter, Canterbury, Exeter, and the like. From thefe
came the Walloon Church at Canterbury, and the Dutch Churches
Norwich, Colchefter and Tarmouth; from hence came the True

born Exglifb Families at thofe Places with Foreign Names;. as.

the DeVinks at Norwich, the Rebows at Colchefter, the Papilons
&c. at Canterbury, Families to whom this Nation are much in.
debt for the ficft planting thofe ManufaGures, from which we.
have fince rais’d the greateft Trades in the World.

“This wife Queen knew that number of Inhabitants are the:
Wealth and Strength of a Nation, fhe was far from that Opinion
we have oflate fhown toomuch ofin complainingthat Foreigners’:
came to takethe Bread out of our Mouths, and ill treating on.
that accouat the French Proteftants who fled hither for Refuge in:
the late Perfecution. '

Some have faid that above §oooo ofthem fettled here, and:
would have madeita Grievance, tho’ without doubt ’tis eafie to:

make it appear that 00000 more would be both ufef;
Fieabla qu s Nl i - cful and pro-

Up_Oﬂ :

w the Opportunity putinto her hands which (he .
had fo long with’d for, notonly receiv’d kindly the Exil’dfzeming]:.
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Upon the fetling of thefe Forreigners, the Scale of Trade vifi-
bly turn'd both here andin Flanders. : :

“The Flemings taught our Women and Children-to Spin, the
Youth t6 Weavé, the Men entred the g;iom to labour inftead of
going abroad to feek their Fortunes "by the War,” the feveral
Trades of Buyes at Colcheffer, Sayes-and Perpets, at Sudbary,
Ipfwich, &c. Stuffs at Norwich, Serges at Exeter, Silks at Canterba-
7y, and thefike, began to flourifh. All the Counties round felt
the Profit, the Poor were fet to Work, the Traders gain’d Wealth,
and Multitudes of People flock’d to the feveral Parts where, thefe
ManufaQures were erefted for Employment, and thé Growth of
England, bothin Trade, Wealthand People fince that time, as it
is well known to this Honourable Houfe ; fo the Caufes of itap-
pear tobe plainly the Introducing of thefe Manufatures, and ne-
thing elfe. ' ' i

Nor wasthe Gain made here by it more vifible than the lofs to
the Flemings, from hence, and_ not as is vainly fuggefted from
the building the Duarch Fort of Lillo on the Scheld, came the De-
cay of that flourifhing City of Antwerp. From hence it is plain
the Flemings, an Induftrious Nation, finding their Trade ruin’d
at once, turn’d their Hands to other things, as making of Lace,
Lirinen, and the like, and the Darch to the Sea Affairs and Fifh-
ing.

Eme hence:they become Poor, thin of People, and weak in
Trade, the Flux both of their Wealth and Trade, running
wholly into England. o | o

I humbly crave leave to fay, this long Introduétion (hall not be
thought ufelefs,, when I fhall bring it home by the Procefs of thefe
Papers to the Subjet now in hand, viz. The Providing for and
Employing the Poor.

Since the Timesof Queen Elizabeth this Nation has gone onto
a Prodigy of Trade, of which the Encreafe of our Cuftoms
from 400000 Crowns to two Millions of Pounds Sterling, per Ann.
isa Demonftration beyond the Power of Argument ; and that this
whole Encreafe depends upon, and isprincipally occalion’d by the
encreafe of our Manufacturers is fo plain, I fhall not take up any
room here to make it out.

Having
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Having thus given an Account how we came to be a rich, flou-
rifhing and populous Nation, I crave leave asconcifely as I'can to
examine how we came to be Peor again, if it muft be granted that
we are {o. -

By Poor here I humbly defire to be underftood, not that we
are a poor Nation in general; I {hould undervalue the bounty of
Heaven to England, and aét with lefs Underftanding than moft
Men are Mafters of, if I fhould not own, that in general weare as
Rich a Nation as any in the World; but by Poor Imean burthen’d
with a crowd of clamouring, unimploy’d, unprovided for poor.
People, who make the Nation unealie, burthen theRich, clogour
Parifhes, and make themfelves worthy of Laws, and peculiar
Management to difpofe of and diret them how thefe came to be
thus is the Qucftion. ‘

And firft I humbly crave leave to lay thefe Heads down as
fundamental Maxims, which I am ready at any time to Defead
and make out. -

1. There is in England more Labour than Hands to perform it, and
confequently a want of People, not of Employment.

2. No MarninEngland, of [ound Limbs and Senfes, can be Poor meer=
ly for want of Work,

3. Al our Work-houfes, Corporations and Charities for employing the
Poor, and fetting them to Work, as now they are employ’d, or any
Aéts of Parliament 10 empower Overfeers of Parifbes, or Parifbes
themfelves, to employ the Poor, except as (hall be hereafter excepted,
are, ard will be publick Naufances, Mifchiefs to the Nation which
Jervetothe Ruin of Families, and the Encreafe of the Poor.

4. That ’tis a Regulation of the Poor that is'wapted in England, not
4 fetting them to Work.

If after thefe things are made out, Iam enquir’d of what this
Regulation fhould be,*T'am no more atalofs to lay it down than I
arr*o affirm what is above; and fhall always be ready,when call’d
to It, to make fuch a Propofal to this Honourable Houfe, as with
their Concurrence (hall for ever put a ftop to Poverty and Beg-
gery, Parith Charges, Affeffments and the like, in this Nation.

If fuch offers as thefe (hall be {lighted and reje€ted, I have the
Satisfattion of having difcharg’d my Duty, and the Confequence
muft be, that complaining wiil be continued in our Streets.

N ’Tis
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*Tis my misfortune, that while I tudy to make every Head (G-
concife, as becomes me in thin%s tobe brought before fo Honoura-
bleand Auguftan Affembly, I'am oblig’d tobe (hort upon Heads
thatin their own Nature.would very well admit of particular Vo-
lumes to explain them.. : :

1. I afficm, That in England there és more Laborr than Hands
to perform it. ‘This I prove, o o

1/f. From the dearnefs of Wages, which in Exgland out goes
all Nations in the World ; and.1 know #no greater. Demonfiration in
Trade. Wages, like Exchanges, Rife and Fall as-the Remitters
and Drawers, the Employers and the Work-men, Ballance one
another.

The Employers are the Remitters,the Work-men are the Draw-
ers, if there are more Employers than Work-men, the price of
Wages muft Rife, becaufe the Employer wants that Work to be
done more than the Poor Man wants to. do it, if there are more
Work-men than Employers the price of Labour falls, becaufe the
Pcor Man wants his Wages more than the Employer wants to
have his Bufinefs done. ' b :

Trade, likeall Nature, moft obfequioufly obeys the great Law
of Caufe and Confequence ; and this is the occalion why even ait
the greateft Articles of Trade follow, and as it were pay Homage
to this feemingly Minute and Inconfiderable Thing, The poor
Mun’s Labour. ’

T omit, with fome pain, the many very ufeful Thoughts that
occur on this Head, to preferve the Brevity I owe to the Dignity
of that Affembly T am writing to. .But I cannot but Note how
from hence it-appears, that the Glory, the Strength, the Riches,
the Trade, and all that’s valuable in a-Nation, as to its Figure in
the World, depends upon the Number of its People, be they ne-
ver fo mean or poor ; the confumption of Mdnhufattures encreafes
the Manufa&urers; the number of Manufacturers encreafes the
Confumption; Provifions are confum’d to feed them, Land Im-
prov’d, and more Hands employ’d to furnifh Provilion: Allfthe
Wealth of the Nation, and all the Trade is produc’d by Num.-.
bers of People ; but of thisby the way. :

The price of Wages not only determines the Difference between
the Employer and the Work-man, but it rules the Rates of every
Market. If Wages grows high, Provifions rife in Proportion, and,

-
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Yhumbly conceive it to be a miftake in thofe People, who fay La-
bour in fuch parts of England is cheap becaufe Provifions are cheap,
but ’tis plain, Provifionsare cheap there becaufe Labour ischeap,
and Labour is cheaper in thofe Parts than inothers; becau(e being
remoter from London there is not that extraordinary Difproportion
between the Work and the Number of Hands; there are more
Hands, and confequently Labour cheaper. _

’Tis plain to any obferving Eye, that there is an equal plenty
of Provifions in feveral of our South and Weftern Counties, 2s i
Torkfbire, and rather a greater, and T believe I could make it out,
that a poor labouring Man may live ascheap in Ken# or Szffex asin
the Bifhoprick of Durbam; and yet in Kent a poor Man (hall earn

75 105 gs a Week, and in the North 4. or.perhaps lefs ; the-

difference 1s plain in this, that in Kenz there is a greater want of
People, in Proportion to the Work there, than in the North.

And this on the other hiand makes the People of our northen
Countries {fpread themfelvesfo much totheSouth,whereT'rade, War
and the Sea carrying off fo many, there isa greater want of Hands.

And yet ’sis plain there is Labour for the Hands which remain
in the North, or elfe the Country would be depopulated, and the
People come allaway to the South to feek Work ; andeven in 1ork-
fbire, where Labour ischeapeft, the People can gain more by their
Labour than in any of the Manufatturing Countries of Germany,
Italy or France, and live much better.

1f there wasone poor Man in England more than there was Work
to employ, either fomebody elle muft ftand ftill for him, or he
muft be ftarv’d; if another Man {tands ftill for him he wants a
days Work, and goes to feek it, and by confequence fupplants a-
nother, and this 2 third, and this Contention brings it to this;
no faysthe poor Many That is like to. be put out of his Work, rather
than that Man fhall come in Il doit cheaper; nay, fays the other,
but I’ll do it cheaper than you; and thus onc poor Man wanting
but a Days work would bring down the price of Labour in a
whole Nation, for the Man cannot {tarve, and will work for any
thing rather than want it.

It may be Objetted here, This is contradicted by our Number
of Beggars.

Iam forry to fay I am oblig’d here to call begging an Employ-
sment, (ince ’tis plain, if there is more Work than Hands to perform

B2 it,
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it, no Man that has his Limbs and his Senfes need to beg, and thofe
that have not onght to be put into a Condition not to want it.

So that begging is a meer fcandal in the General, inthe Abletis
a fcandal upon their Induftry, and s# the Impotent *tis a fcandal
upon the Country. . :

Nay, the begging, as now practic'd, is a fcandal upon our Cha-
rity, and perhaps the foundation of ail our prefent Grievance-----
How can it be poffible that any Man or Woman, who being
found in Bedy and Mind, may as ’tis apparent they may, have
Wages for their Work, fhould be fo bafe, fo meanly fpirited, as*
to beg an Alms for God-fake----- Truly the {candal lies on our
Charity ; and People have fuch a Notion in England of being pit-
tiful and charitable, that they encourage Vagrants, and by a mi-
{taken Zeal do more harm than good.

This is a large Scene, and much might be faid upon it; I fhall
abridge it asmuch as poffible----. The Poverty of England does
not lye among the craving Beggars but among poor Families,
where the Children are numerous, and where Death or Sicknefs
has depriv’d them of the Labour of the Father; thefe are the
Houfes that the Sons and Daughters of Charity, if they would or-
der it well, fhould feek outand relieve; an Almsill direCted may
be Charity to the particular Perfon,. but becomes an Injury to the.
Publick, and no Charity to the Nation. As for the craving Poor,
I am perfwaded Ido them no wrong when I fay, that if they
were [ncorporated they would be the richeft Society in the Na-
tion ; and the reafon why fo many pretend to want Work is, that
they can live fo well with the pretence of wanting Work, they
would be mad to leave it and Work in earneft ; and I affim of my
own knowledge, when I have wanted a Man for labouring work,.
and offer’d g s. per Week to ftrouling Fellows at my Door, they
have frequently told me to my Face, they could get more a beg-
oing, and I once fet a lufty Fellow in the Stocks for making the
Experiment. _

1 fhall, in its proper place, bring this to a Method of Tryal,
fince nothing but Demonftration will affet us, ’tisan eafic matter
to prevent begging in England, and yet to maintain all our Impo-
tent Poor at far lefs charge to the Parifhes than they now are ob-
lig’d to be at.

When Queen Elizabeth had gain’d her Point as to Manufatories
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in England, fhe had fairly laid the Foundation, fhe thereby found
outthe way how every Family might live upon their own Labour,
like a wife Princefs fhe knew ’twould be hard to force People to
Work when there was nothing for them to turn their Hands to;
but affoon as fhe had brought the matter to bear, and there was
Work for every body that bad no mind to ftarve, then fhe apply’d
her felf to make Laws to oblige the People to do this Work, and
to punifh Vagrants, and make every one live by their own La-
bour ; all her Succeflors followed this laudable Example,and from
hence came all thofe Laws againft fturdy Beggars, Vagabonds,
Stroulers,&c. which had they been {everely put in Execution by

our Magiltrates, ’cis prefum’d thefe Vagrant Poor had not fo en- .

creas’d upon us as they have. : :

And it feems ftrange to me, from what juft Ground we proceed
now upon other Methods, and fancy that ’tis now our Bulinefs to
find them Work, and to Employ them rather than to obligethem
to find themfelves Work and go about it.

From this miftaken Notion come all our Work-houfes and Cor-
porations, and the fame Error, with fubmiffion, I prefume was
the birth of this Bill now depending, which enables cvery Parifh
to erect the Woollen Manufatture within it felf, for the employ-
ing their own Poor.

"Tis the miltake of this part of the Bill only which T am en.
quiring into, and which I endeavour to fetin a true light.

In all the Parliaments fince the Revolution, this Matter has
been before them, and I am juftified in this attempt by the Houfe
of Commons having frequently appointed Commuittees to receive
Propofals upon this Head.

As my Propofal is General, I prefume to offer it to the Gene-
ral Body of the Houfe; if I am commanded to explain any part
of it, I am ready to do any thing that may be ferviceable to this
great and noble Defign.

As the former Houfes of ‘Commons gave all poffible Encou-
ragement to fuch as could offer, or‘but pretend to offer at
this needful thing, fo theimperfe&t Effaysof feveral, whether for
private or_publick Benefit. I do not attempt to determine which
have fince been made, and which have obtain’d the Powers and
Conditions they bave defir'd, haveby all their Effe&ts demonftra-
ted the weaknefs of their Defign ; and that they either upderftood

not
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not the Difeafe, or know not the proper Cure for it.

The Imperfetion ofall thefe Attempts is acknowledg'd, not
enly in the Preambleof this new At of Parliament, but even-in
the thing, in that there is yet occafion for any new Law.

_And having {urvey’d, not the neceffity of a new A&, but the
Contents of the AG which hasbeen propos’d asa Remedy in this
Cafe; I cannot but-offer my Objetions againft the Sufficiency of
the Propofal, and leave it to the Confideracion of this Wife Af-
fernbly, ‘and of the whole Nation. Il

1 humbly hope the Learned Gentlemen, under whofe Dire-
&ion this Law 1s now to proceed, and by whofe Order it has
been Printed, will .not think himfelf perfonally concern’d in this
Cafe, his Endeavours to.promote fo good a Work, as the Re-
lief, Employment, and Settlement of the Poor merit the Thanks
and Acknowledgment of the whole Nation, and no Man fhall
be more ready to pay-his {hareof that Debtto him than my felf.
But if his Scheme happen to be fomething fuperficial, if he comes
in among the number of thofe who have not fearch'd this Wound
to the bottom, if the Methodspropos’d are not fuch aswill either
anfwer his own Defigns or the Nations, I cannot think my felf ob-
lig’d to difpenfe, with my Duty to the Publick Good, to pre-
{erve a Perfonal Value for his Judgment, tho’ the Gentleman’s
Merit be extraordinary.

W herefore, as inall the SchemesI have feen laid for the Poor,
and in this A& now before your Honourable Houfe; the general
Thought of the Propofers runs upon the Employing the Poor by
Work-houfes, Corporations, Houfes of Correttion, and the
like, and that Tthink it plain to be feen, that thofe Propofals come
vaftly {hort of the main Defign. Thefe Sheets are humbly laid
before you, as well to make good what is alledg’d, wiz. That
all thefe Work-houfes, ¢c. Tend tothe Encreafe, and not the
Relief of thePoor, as to make an humble Tender of mean plain,
but I hope, rational Propofals forthe more effe€tual Cureof this
grand Difeale. .

In order to proceed to this great Challenge, T humbly defire
the Billsalready pafs’'d may be review’d, the Praétice of our Cor-
porati_ond Work-houfes, and the Contents of this propofed At
examin’d.

In
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Inall thefe it will appear that the Method chiefly propofed
for the Employment of our Poor, is by fetting them to Work on
the feveral Manufa&ures before mention’d ; as Spinning, Weaving,
and ManufaCuringour Exglifly Wool.

All our Work-houfes, lately Erected in England, are ia gene-
ral thus Employ’d, for which without enumerating Particulars,
I humbly appeal to the Knowledge of the feveral Members of this
Honourable Houfe in their refpective Towns where {uch - Corpo--
rations have been ereted. ;

Inthe prefent ACt now preparing, as Printed by Direltion of
a Member of this Honourable Houfe, it appears, that in order to
fét the Poor to Work, it [ball be -Lawful for the Qverfeers of every-
‘Fown, orof one or more Towns joyn’d together to occupy any
Frade, Myftery, &c. And raife Stocks for the carrying them on for -
the fetting the Poor at Work, and for the purchafing Wool, Iron,
Hemp, Flax, Thread, or other Materials for that Purpsfe. Vide
the A Publi’d by Sir Humphry Mackworth..

And that Charities givenfo and fo, and not exceeding 200/
per Annum for this Purpofe, (hall be Incorporated of Courfe for -
thefe Ends. L5

In order now to come tothe Cafe in hand, i is #eceffary te-
premife, that the thing now in debate is not the Poor ofthis or that
particular Town. - The Houfe of Commons are aéting like them- -
felves, as they are the Reprelentatives-of all the Commons of*
England, ’tis the Care of all the Poor of England which lies be--
fore them, not of this or that particular Body of the Poor.

In proportion to thisgreat Work, I am to be underftood that
thefc__gork-houfes, Houfes of Corre&tion, and Stocks to Em-
ploy the Poor may begranted to leffen the Poor in this or thac
particular part of England; and weare particularly told- of thac-
at Briffol, thatithas been fuch-a Terror to the Beggars that none
of the ftouling Crew will come near the City. But all this al=-
low’d, in general, ’twill be felt in the main, and the end will be -
au Encreafe of our Poor.

1. The Manufattures that thefe Gentlemen Employ the Poor
upon,are all fuch asare before exercis’d in England. :

2. They are all fuch as are manag'd to a full Extent, and the
prefent Accidents of War and Forreiga Interruption of Trade:
confiderd rather beyond the ventof them than under it. r

“ ups-
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Suppofe now a Work-houfe for Employment of Poor Children,
fets themto {pinning of Worfted.---For every Skein of Worfted
thefe Poor Children Spin, there muftbe a Skein the lefs Spun E
fome poor Family or Perfon that fpun it before 5 fuppofe the Ma-
nufatture of making Bays to be eretted in Bifbopsgate-[treet, unlefs
the Makers of thefe Bays can at the fame time find out a Trade or
Confumption for more Bays than were made before. For every
piece of Bays {o made in London there muft be a Piece the lefs made
at Colechefter.

I humbly appeal to the Honourable Houfe of Commons what
this may be call’d, and with fubmiffion, I think it is nothing at all
to Employing the Poor, fince tis only the tranfpo(ing the Manu-
falture from Colchefler to London, and taking the Bread out of
the Mouths of the Poor of Effex to putitinto the Mouths of the
Poor of Middlefex.

If thefe worthy Gentlemen, who fhow themfelves fo commen-
dably forward to Relieve and Employ the Poor, will find out fome
new Trade, fome new Market, where the Goods they make fhall
be fold, wherenone of the fame Goods were fold before ; if they
will fend them to any place where they (hall not interfere with the
reft of that Manufa&ture, or with fome other made in England,
then indeed they' will do fomething worthy of themfelves, and
may employ the Poor to the fame glorious Advantage as Queen
Elizabeth did, to whom this Nation, asa trading Country, owes
its peculiar Greatnefs,

If thefe Gentlemen could eftablifh a Trade to Mufeovy for Eng-
lifb Serges, or obtain an Order from the Czar, that all his Sub-
jects thould wear Stockings who wore none before, every poor
Child’s Labour in Spining and Knitting thofe Stockings, andall the
Wool in them would be clear gain to the Nation, and the general
Stock would be improved by it, becaufe all the growth of our
Country, and all the Labour of a Perfon who was idle before, is
fo much clear Gain to the General Stock.

If they will Employ the Poor in fome Manufa&ture which was
not made in Exgland before, or not beught with fome Manufacture
made here before, then they offer at fomething extraordinary.

But to fet Poor People at Work, on the fame thing which o-
ther poor People were employ’d on before, and at the fame time .

not encreafe the Confumpticn, is giving to one what you take
away


Michel
Zone de texte 


17 |

-away from another; enriching one poor Man to tarve another
putting a Vagabond into an honeft Man’s Employment, and pUt:
ting his Diligence on the Tenters to find out fomé other Work to
maintain his Family. :

[4

Asthis is not acall profitable, {o with Submiffion for the Expref-
fion, I cannot fay ’tishoneft, becaufe ’tis tl-anfplanting and c:;r:y-
ing the poor Peoples Lawful Employment from the Place where
- was their Lawful Settlement, and the hard(hip of this oxr Law
confeder’disintolerable. For Example. - - “

he Manufa&ture of making Bays is now Eftabliflvd at Cor.

chefter in Effex, fuppofe it fhould be attempted to be Eréfted in

Middlefex:, as a certain Worthy and Wealthy Gentleman near
Hackney once proposd, it may be fuppos'd if you will grant the

Skill in” Working the fame, and the Wages the fame, that they’

- muft be made cheaperin Middle[ex thanin Effex, and cheapnefs

certainly will make the Merchant buy here rather than there, and

fo in time all the Bay making at Colchefér Dyes, and the Staple
for that Commodity istemov’d to Lozdon.

. What muft the Poor of Colcheffer do, there they buy a Paro-
chial Settlement, thofethat have numerous Families cannot fol-
low the Manufaéture and come up to -London, for otr Parochial
Laws Impower the Church.wardens to refufe thema Settlement,

{o that they are confin’d totheir own Countrey, and the Bread'

taken out of their Mouths, and all this to feed Vagabonds, and
to fetthem to Work, who by their choice would be idle, and
who merit the Correction of the Law.

There is another Grievance which I fhall endeavour<o touchat,

which every Man that wifhes well to the Poor does not forefee,and
which, with humble Submiffion to the Gentlemen that contr’iv’d
this A, I feeno noticetaken of. :

There are Arcanas in Trade, which though they are the Na-
tural Conféquences of Time and cafual Circumftances, are yer
become now fo Effential to the Publick Benefit, that to alter or
diforder, them would bean irreparable D2mage to the Publicl;.

I {hall explain my felf as concifely as 1 can.

The Manufa&turesof Ezgland are happily fettled in different
Corners of the Kingdom, from whence they are mutually con-
vey’d by a Circulation of Trade to Losdon by Wholefale, like the
Blood tothe Heart, and from th&ncc difperfe in leffer quantities

: to

[:8]

to the other partsof tlie Kingdom. by Retail. For Example:

Serges are madeat Exeter, Taanton, &e. Stuffs at Norwich ;, Bays,
Sayes,Shaloons,&c.at Colchefter, Bocking, Sudbury, and Parts adjacent,
Fine Cloath in Somerfet; Wilts, Gloucefter and Worcefler(bire, Courfe
Cloath in Yorkfbire, Kent, Surry,&c. Druggets at Farnham; New-.
bury,&c. AlPthefe fend up the Grofs of their Quantity to Loadon,
and receive each others Sorts in Retail for theirown ufe again..
Norwich Buys Exeter Serges, Exeter Buys Norwich Stuffs ; all at
Londaon,, Yorkfbire Buys Fine Cloths, and Gloucefler Courfe, {till at
London ; andthe like, of avaft Variety of our Manufattures.

By this Exchange of Manufactures abundance of Trading Fa-
milies are maintain’d by the Carriage and Re-carriage of Goods,
vaftnumber of Men and Cattle are employed, and numbers of
Inholders, Viftuallers, and their Dependencies fubfifted. .

Andon thisaccount I cannot'but obferve to your Honours, and
>tis well worthyour Confideration, that the already Tranfpofing
a vaft Woollen Manafa&ure from feveral Parts of Ezgland to Lon-
don, is a manifeft detriment to Tradein general, the feveral Wool-
Ien Goods now made in Spittlefields, where within thisfew Years
were none at all made, hasalready vifibly affeted the feveral Parts,
where they were before made, as Norwich, Sudbury, Faruham,
and other Towns, many of whofe Principal Tradefmen are now
remov'd hither, employ their Stocks here, employ-the Poor here,
and leave the Poor of thofe Countries to fhift for Work.

This Breach of the Circulation of Trade muft neceffarily Di-
{temper the Body, and Icrave leave to givean Example or two. -

P’l] prefume to give an Example in Trade, which perhaps the
Gentlemen concern’d in this Bill may, without Refletion upon
their knowledge, be ignorant of.

The City Ofp}\forwicb, and parts.adjacent, were for fome Ages.
employ’d in the Manufattures of Stuffs and Stockings. .

The Latter Trade, which was once confiderable, is in 2 man-
sier wholly tranfpos’dinto London, by the vait quanties of wor(t-
ed Hofc Wove by the Frame, which is 2 Trade within this 2o
Years almoft wholly new. :

Nowas thekuitting Frame perform tharin a Day which would*
otherwife emyloy a pcor Woman eight or ten Days, by confe-
quence a few Frames perform’d the Work of many ‘Thoufand poor
People ; and the Confumption being not increafed, the Effect im-

: .mediately
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-mediately.appear'd ; fo many Stockings as were madeia Losdonfo
many the fewer were demanded from Norwich, till in a few Years
-the Manufa&ure there wholly funk,the Mafters there turn’d their
‘hands to other Bufinefs ;>and whgreas the Hofe Trade from Ver-

folk once return’d at leaft 50005, per Week, and asfome fay twice

that Sum, ’tis not now worth naming. ;

?Tisin fewer Years, -and near our Memory, that of Spittle-field:
Men have fallen into another branch of the Norivich Trade, viz.
‘making of Stuffs, Drugets, &.

If any Man fay the People of Norfolk are yet full of Employ, and
do not Work ; and fome have been fo weak as to make that Re-
ply, avoiding the many other Demonftrations which could be gi-
~ wven, this is pait an{wering, véiz. That the Combers of Wool in
Norfolk and Suffolk, who formerly had all, or ten Parts in clever
of their Yarn ‘Manufa@ur’d-in the Country, now comb, theit
Wool indeed, and fpinithe Yarn in the Country, but {fend valt
Quanties of it to Lozdon to be woven ;-will any -Man queftion
whether this be not a.Lofs to Norwich; Can there be as many Wea-
vers as before? And are there not abundance of Work-men and
Malters too remov’d to Loasdon ?

Ifit be {o at Norwich, Canterbury is yet more a melancholy In-
ftance of it, where the Houfes ftand empty, and the People go

off, and the Trade dye, becaufe the Weaversare follow’d the Ma- .

nufa&ure to London ; and whereas there was withinfew Years 200
broad Looms at Work, I am*%well affur’d there are not 50 now
Employ’d in that City. ' :

Thele are the Effets of tranfpofing Manufatures, and inter-
rupting the Circulation of Trade. !

All Methods to bring our Trade to be manag’d by fewer ‘hands
than it was before, are inthemfelves perniciousto Englandin gene-
ral, as it lefflens the Employment of the Poor, unhinges their
Hands from the Labour, and tends to bring our Hands to be fu-
perior to our Employ, which as yet it is not.

In Dor/etfhire and Somerfetfbire there always has beena very con-

{iderable’ Manufa&ure for Stockings, at Colchefter and Sudbury for
Bayes, Sayes, ¢’c. molt of the Wool thefe Countries ufe is bought

at Lowdon, and carried down into thofe Counties, and then the
Goods being Manufaftur’d are brought back to London to Market;

upon tranfpofing the Manufa&mze as before, all the poor Pcopl:l:
- 2 an
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and all the Cattel who hitherto were Employ’d in that Foitare,are
immediately disbanded by their Country, the Inkeepers on the
Roads mult Decay, fo much Land lye for other ufes, as the Cattle
Employ’d, Houfes and Tenement on the: Roads,andall their De-
pendencies {ink in Value. ' bos Sipus :
>Tis hard to calculate what a blow it would be to Trade in:ge-
neral, {hould every County but Manufacture all the feveral forts
of Goods they ufe, it would throw our Inland Trade into ftrange
Convulfions, which at prefent is perhaps, or hasbeen, in the great-
eft Regularity of any in the World. !

- What ftrange Work muft it then make when every Town fhall
have a Manufature, and every Parifh be a Ware-houfe; Trade
will be burthen’d with Corporations, which are generally equally
deftru&tive as Monopolies,and by this Method will eafily be madefo.

Parifh Stocks, under the Diretion of Juftices of Peace, may foon
come to fet up petty Manufatures, and here {hall all ufeful things
bemade, and all the poorer fort of People {hall beaw’d orbyafs’d
to Tradethere only. Thus the Shop-keepers, who pay Taxes,
and are the Support of our inland Circulation, ‘will immediately
be ruin’d, and thus we fhall beggar the Nation to provide for the

o -

As this will makeevery Parifh a Market Fown,and every Hof
pital a Store-houfe, fo in London, and the adjacent Parts, to which
vaft quantities of the Woollen Manufaéture will be thus tranfplan-
ted thither; will in time too great@nd difproportion’d Numbers
ofthe People affemble. p

Tho’ the fettled Poor can’t remove, yet fingle People will ftroul:
about and follow the Manufa@turer ; and thus in time fuch vatt
numbers:will bedrawn about London,as may be inconvenient tothe

- Government,and efpecially Depopulating to thofe Countries where

the numbers of People, by reafon of thefe ManufaCtures are very
confiderable.

An eminent Inftance of this we have in the prefent Trade to M/
«ovy, which however delign’d for an Improvement to the Eng/i(h
Nation, and boafted of as fuch, appears to be Converted intoa Mo-
nopoly, and:proves Injuriousand Deftruétive to the Nation. The
Perfons concern’d removing and carrying out our People to teach
that unpoliflvd. Nation the Improvements they. are capable of.

i
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If the bringing the Flemisgsto Emgland brought with them their
Manufa&ure and Trade,, carrying our People abroad, efpecially
to a Country where the People work for little or nothing, what

.may it not do-towards Inltru&ing that populous Nation in fuch

Manufactures as may-.in time tend to the deftrultion of our
Trade, or thereducing our-Manufature to an Abatement in Va-
lue, which will be felt-at home by an abatement of Wages, and
that in Provifions, and that in Rent of Land ; and fo the general
Stock finks of Courfe. s R 2 :

But as this is preparing, by eminent Hands, to be laid before
this Houfe as a Grievance meriting your Care and Concern, I
emit infilting on it here. . . _ .

And this removing of People isattended'with many Inconveni-
encies which arenot ealily perceived, as =~ .-

1. The immediate fall of the - Value of all L.ands in thofe Coun-
tries where the Manufa&tures were before}. for as the numbers of

People, by the Confumption of Provifions, mult whereever they

encreafe make Rents rife, and Lands- valuable; fo thofe People
removing, tho’ the Provifions would, if poffible, follow them,
yet the Price of them muft fafl by all that Charge they are at for
Carriage, and confequently Lands muft fall in Proportion. -

* 2. This Tranfplanting of Families, in time,, would introduce
great and new Alterations in the Countries they removed to, which
as.they would be to the Profit of fome Places, would be to the De-
triment of others, and can by no means be juft any more than ic
1s convenient ; for no wife Government ftudies to put any Branch
of their Country to any particular Difadvantages, tho’ it may be
found in the general Account in another Place.

If it be faid here will be Manufattures in every Parifh, and that
will keep the People at home,

I humbly reprefent what {trange Confufion'and particular De-
triment to the general Circulation of Trade mention’d before it muit
be, to have every Parifh make its own Manufaltures.

1. It will make our Towns and Couaties independent of one
another, and put a damp to Correfpondence, which all will allow
to be a great Motive of Trade in general.

2. It will fill us with various forts and kinds of Manufatures,
by which our ftated forts of Goods will in time dwindle away in

Reputation, and Foreigaers not know them one {rom another.
Our

§ "%+ 1]

Our {everal Mapufatutes are‘known by their refpeltive Names ;
and our Serges, Bayes and other Goods, are’bought abroad by the
Chatalter and Reptitation of the Places wheve they-arc.made;
when there fhall édme new “and unheard of Kinds :to Market,
fome better, fome worfe, asto befurenew Undertakers will war
in kinds, the Dignity ‘ahd Reputation of the Exglifb-Goods abro
will be loft, and fo many Confufions in Trade muit follow , asare
t0o0 many to repeat. - -y Gl

3. Either our Parifh-ftock muft fell by Wholefaleer by Retail,
orhoth ; ifthe firft, tis doubted they will make forry work of it,
and having other Bufinefs of theif own make but poor Merchants’;
if by Retail, then they tuin Pedlars, will-be a publick nufance
to Trade, and at laft quite ruin it. '

4. This will ruin all the Carriers in England, the Wool will be
all Manufa&ured 'where it is (heer’d, every body will make their
own Cloaths, and the Trade which now lives by running thro’
a multitude of Hands, will go then through fo few, that thoufands
of Families will want Employment, and this is the only way to
%;;ju? us to the Condition fpoken of, to have more Hands than

OrkK. « .

*Tis the excellence of our Englifb Manufatture, that it is {o plant-
ed as to go thro’ as many Hands as ’tis poffible; he that contrives
to have it go thro’ fewer, ought atthe fame time to provide Work
for the reft---- As itis it Employs a great multitude of People, and

can employ more; but if a confiderable number of thefe People

be unhing’d from their Employment, it cannot but be detrimen-

tal to the whole.

When I fay we could émploy morc People in England, Ido not
mean that we cannot do our Work with thofe we have, but I
mean thus:

Firft, It (hould be more People brought over from foreign Parts.
I do not mean that thofe we have fhould be taken from all com-
mon Employments and put to our Manufalture; we may une-
qually ditpofe of our Hands, and fo have too many for fome
Works, and too few forothers ;and ’tis plain that in fome parts of
England it is fo, what elfe can be the reafon, why in our Southern
Parts of England, Kent in particular, borrows 20000 People of

(=] -

other Counties to get in her Harveft. '

But
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But if more Forreigners came among us, if it were 2 Millions,
it could do us no harm, becaufe they would confume our Provi-
fions, and we have Landenough to produce much more than we
do, and they would confume our. Manufaures, and we have
Wool enough for any Quantity.,

I think therefore, with fubmiffion, to eret ManufaGures in e-
very Town to tranfpofc the ManufaQtures from the fettled places

into private Parifhes and Corporations, to parcel out our Trade to.

every Door, it mult be ruinous to-the ManufaGturers themfelves,
will tusa thoufands of Families out of their Employments, and
take the Bread out of the Mouths of diligent and induftrious Fami-
liesto feed Vagrants, Thieves and Beggars, who ought much ra-
ther to be compell’d, by Legal Methods, tofeek that Work which

it is plain isto be had ; and thus this A&«will inftead of fettling and.
relieving the Poor, encreafe thei; Number, and- ftarve the beft:

of them.

It remains now, acCordiﬁg to my firft Propofal Page 9. to con.-

fider from whence proceeds the Poverty of our People, what Ac-
cident, what'Decay of Trade, what want of Employment, what
ftrange Revolution of Circumftances makes our People Poor, and

confequently Burthenfom, ‘and our Laws Deficient, {o as to make-

more and other Laws Requifite, and the Nation concerned-to ap-
ply. a Remedy to thisgrowing Difeafe. I Anfwer.

1. Not for want of Work ; and befides what has been faid.on
that Head, Ihumbly defire thefe two things may be confider’d.

" Firft, *Tis apparent, That if one Man, Woman, or Child, can-

by his, or her Labour, earn more Money than will {ubfift one.
body, there muft confequently be no want of Work, fince an
Man would Work for juft as much as would fupply himfelfrather

than ftarve- -~ What a valt difference thea muft there be between.

the Work aud the Work-men, when’tis now known that in Spiz-
tle-fields, and other adjacent parts ot the City, there is nothing
more frequent than for a Journey-man Weaver, of many forts, to

gain from 155. to 305. per Week Wages, .and Tappeal to the Silk.

‘Throw(ters, whetherthey do not give 8s. 95.'and 105, per Weck
to blind Men and Cripples, to turn Wheels, and do the meancit
and moft ordinary Works. .

.
Loy
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Cur Moriatur Homo,Gre.

Why are the Families of thefe Men ftarv’d, "and their Children
in Work-houfes, and brought up by Charity : T am ready to pro-
duce to this Honourable ' Houfe the Man who for feveral Years -
has gain’d of me by his handy Labour at the mean fcoundrel Em-
ployment of Tile.making from 16 5. to 20 5. per Week Wages, and
all that time would hardly have a pair of Shoes to his Feet, or
Cloaths to cover his Nakednefs, and had his Wife and Children
kept by the Parifh.. e e e

The meaneft Labours in this Nation afford the Work-men fuf-
ficient to provide for himfelf and his Family, and that could never
be if there was a want of Work. A , ) =it i

2. Thumbly défire this Honourable Houfe to confider the prefent
Difficulty of Railing Soldiers in this Kingdom ; the vaft Charge
the Kingdom isat to the Officers to procure Men ; the many lictle
and not over howeft Methods made ufe of to bring theminto the Ser-
vice,the Laws made to compel them’; Why are Goals rumag’d for
Malefattors, and the Mint and Prifons for Debtors, the War isan
Employment of Honour, and {uffers fome fcandal in having Men
taken from the Gallows,and immediately fromVillains and Houfe-
breakers made Gentlemen Soldiers. 1f Men wanted Employ--
ment, and confequently Bread, this could never be, any Man
would carry a Mufquet rather than (tarve, and wear the
Queens Cloth, or any Bodies Cloth, rather than go Naked,
and live in Rags and want; ’tis plain the Nation is full of
People, and ’tis as plain our People have no particular averfion

to the War, butthey are not poor enough to go abroad; ’tis Po-
verty makes Men Soldiers, and drivescrowdsinto the Armies, and
the Difficulties to get Englifh-men to Liftis, becaufe they live in
Plenty and Eafe, and he that can earn 20 5. per Week at an eafie,
{teady Employment, muft be Drunk or Mad when he Liits for
2 Soldier, to be knock’d o’th’Head for 3 s. 6 4. per Week; butif
there was no Work to be had, if the Poor wanted Employment,
it they had not Bread ro eat, nor knew not how toearn it, thou-
iands of young lufty Fellows would fly to the Pike and Mufquet,
and choofe to dye like Men in the Face of the Enemy, rather
thandyc at home, ftarve, perifh in Poverty and Diltrefs. .
- rom
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From all thefe Particulars, and innumerable unhappy Inftances
which might be given, ’uis plain, the Poverty  of ous People
which is fo burthenfome, and increafesupon us fo much, does not
arife from want of proper Employments, and for want of Work,
or Employers, and confequently,

Work-houfes, Corporations, Parifli-ftocks, andthe like, to
fet them to Worl, as they are Pernicious to Trade, Injurious
and Impoverifhing to thofe already employ’d, fo they are need-
lefs, and will come {hort of the End propos’d.

The Poverty and Exigence of the Poor in England, is plainly
deriv’d from one of thefe two particular Caafes, g

Cafualtyor Crime.

By Cafualty, I mean Sicknefs of Families, lofs of Limbs or
Sight, and any, either Natural or Accidental Impotence as to
Labour. '

Thefe as Infirmities meerly Providential are not at all cop-
cern’d in rhis Debate; ever were, will, and ought tobe the Charge
and Care of the Refpetive Parifhes where fuch unhappy People

chance to live, nor isthere any want of new Laws to make Pro--

:lfiﬁ'on for them, our Anceftors having been always careful to
oit. :

The Crimes of our People, and from whence their Poverty
derives, as the vifible and direét Fountains are,

1. Luxury. :

2. Sloath. -

3. Pride.

Good Husbandry is no Englifb Vertue, it may have been
brought over, and in fome Places where it has been planted it has
thriven well enough, but ’tis a Forreign Species, it neither loves
nor isbelov’d by an Englif-man ; and ’tis obferv’d, nothine 1'5'
fo univerfally hated, nothing treated with fuch a general Con-
tempt as a Rich Covetous Man, tho’he doesno Man any Wrong
only faves hisown, every Man will have anill word for him, if
‘Misfortune happens to him, heng him a covetous old Rogue,
is no Matter, he’s Rich enough, nay when a certain great
Man’s Houfe wason Fire, Thave heard the People fay onetoa-
nother, let it burn and ’twill, he’sa covetous old miferly Dog, I
wo’nt trouble my head tohelp him, he'd be hang'd before hé’d
give us a bit of Bread if we wanted it..

D Tho'
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Tho this bea Fault, yet T obférve from it fomething of the-
natural Tem per and Genius of the Nation, generally fpedking,
they cannot fave their Money.

"Tis generally faid the Englifb get Eftates, and the Duatch fave
them ; and this Obfervation I have made between Forreigners
and Ezglifb-men, that where an Englifb-man earns 205s. per-Week,
and but juft lives, aswecall it, a Dutch-man grows Rich, and
feaves his Children in very good Condition ; where an Englifb la-
bouring Man with hisgs. per Week lives wretchedly and poor,
a Dutch-man withthat Wages will live very tolerably well, keep
the Wolf from the Door, and have every thing handfome abouxt
him. Infhort, he will be Rich with the fame Gain as makes
the Englifb:man poor, he’ll thrive when the other goes.in Rags,
and he'll'live when the other ftarves, or goes a begging.

The Reafon is plain, a Man with good Husbandry, and
"Fhought in his Head, brings home his Earnings honeftly to his
Family, commits it to the Management of his- Wife, or otherwife
difpofes it for proper Subfiftance, and this IMan with mean Gains
livescomfortably, andbrings up a Family, when a fingle Mea
getting the fame-Wages, Drinks it-away at the Ale-houle, thinks
not of t6 morrow, layesup nothing for Sicknefs, Age, or Difaftex,
and when-any of thefe happen he’s ftarv’d, anda Beggar.

This is {fo apparent in every place, that I think it needs no Ex-
plication ; that Exg/ifh Labouring Peoplo eat and drink, but efpeci-
ally the latter three times as much in velue as any fort of Forreig-.
ners of the fame Dimen(ions in the World. .

I am not Writing this as a Satyr on our People, ’tis afad Truth ;
and Worthy thg Debate and Application of the Nations Phyfitians
Affembled in Parliament, the profufe Extravagant Humour of our
poor People in eating and drinking, keeps them low, caufes their
Children to be left naked and ftarving, to the care of the Parifhes,
whenever either Sickne(s or Difafter befalls the Parent. .

The next Article is their.Sloath.

We. are the moft Lazy Diligent Nation in the World, vaft
Trade, Rich ManufaGures, mighty Wealth, univerfal Corre-
fpondence and happy Succefs has been conftant Companions of
England, and given us the Title of an Indultrious People, and fo.
in general weare.

But.
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But there is ageneral Taint of Slothfulnefs upon our Poor, there’s
nothing more frequent, than for an Englifb-man to Work till he
has got his Pocket full'of Money, and then go and be idle, or
perbaps drunk, till tis all gone, and perhaps himfelf in Debt; and
ask himin his Cups what he intends, he’ll tell you honeftly, he'll
drinkas long asit lafts, and then go to work for more.

I humbly fuggeft this Ditemper’s fo General, fo Epidemick,
and fo deepRooted in the Nature and Geniu$ of the Englib, that
I much doubt it’s being eafily redrefs’d, and queftion whether it
be poffible to reach itby an A&t of Parliament.

This is the Ruine of our Poor, the W ife'monrns, the Children
Jarves, the Husband has Work before him, but lies at the Ale-
houfe, or otherwife #dles away his time, and won’t Work.

*Tisthe Men that wonz work, not the Men-that can get no work,
which makes the numbersof-our Poor ; all the Work-houfes in

England, all the Overfeers fecting up Stocks and’ ManufaGiures -

won’t reach this Cafe; and' I humbly prefume to fay, if thefe two
Articles are remov’d, there will be no need of tie-other.
I make no Difficulty to promife on a fhort Summons, to pro-

duce above a Thoufand Families in England, within my particu- -

lar knowledge, who go in Rags, and their Children wanting
Bread, whofe Fathers can earn their 15to 25s. per Week, but
will not work, who may have Work enough, but are toolidle to

feekafter it, and hardly vouchfafe to earn any thing more than.

bare Subf(iftance, and Spending Money for themfelves,

I can give an incredible number of Examples.-in my own:
Knowledge among our Labouring Poor.. 1 once paid 6 or 7 Men
together on a Saturday Night, the lealt ros. and fome 30 5. for:

ork, and havefecn them go with it directly to the Ale-houfe,

lie there till Monday, {pend it every Penny, and-run in Debt to-
boot, and not give a Farthing of it to their Families, tho’all of

them had Wives and Children.

From hence comes Poverty, Parifh Charges,and Beggary,ife--
ver one of thefe Wretches falls fick, all they would ask was a:

Pafsto the Parifh theyliv’d at, and the Wifeand Children to the
Door a Begging.

If this Honourable Houfe cam find suta Remedy for this part of
the Mifchief; iffuch A&ts of Parliament may be made as may ci-
feCtually cure the Sloth and Luxury of our Poor, that fhall make

. Drun-
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Drunkards take care of Wife and Children, fpendthrifts, lay up
for a wer Day; Idle, Lazy Feliows Diligent ; znd Thoughtlefs
Sottifh Men, Carefuland Provident. _

‘If this can be done, I prefume to fay there will be no need of
tranfpofingand confounding our Manufattures,and the Circulati-
onof our Trade; they willfoon find work enough, and there will
foon be lefs Poverty among us, and if this cannot be done, fetting
them to work upen Woolen Manufaétures,and thereby encroach-
ing upon thofe that now work at them, will but ruine our Trade,
and confequently increafe thenumber of the Poor. .

I donot prefume to offer the Schemes I have now drawn cf
Methods for the bringing much of chis to pafs, becaufe 1 fhall not
prefume tolead a Body fo Auguft, fo Wife, and {o Capable as
this Honourable Affembly. . :

I humbly fubmit what ishere offered, as Reafons to prove the
Attempt pow making infufficient; and doubt not but in your

‘Great Wifdom, you will find out Ways and Means to fet this

Matter ina clearer Light, and on a right Foot.

And if this obtains on the Houfe to examine farther into this
Matter, the Author humbly recommends it to their Confiderati-
on to accept, iz behalf of all the Poor of this Nation, aClaufein the

room of this obje€ted againft, which fhall anfwer the End without

this terrible Ruin to our Trade and People.
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