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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

‘Defes of the Poor Law, &c.

S IR,

O U may remember, that, when I was
at your Houfe the Beginning of laft

Summer, I mrentioned fome Part of a
Converfation that had paffed fome Time be-
fore at an Ordinary in B—~g—m. The Main-
tenance of the Poor was the Subject of that Con-
verfation. A worthy Scotch Member of Parlia-
ment, who was one of the Company, declared
ftrongly againft our prefent Method in England
of relieving the Neceflitous, and faid, the
Poor-Law was a Refle®ion upon the Englifh
Nation. He obferved, that they had never any
fuch Law in Scotland, and yet their Poor, he
was convinced, were as well, or better taken
Care of ; (he might have added) although their
Country was comparatively barren, and their
Nation poor. This Gentleman further took
Notice, that many of the Houfe of Commons
were of the fame Sentiments with himfelf, as to
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the Impropriety of that Law, and thought it .

would be right to have it repealed, if it were’
" not, that it might carry an unpopular Appear-
ance, and perhaps endanger an Infurreion.
Moft of the Company agreed with him, as to
the Imperfetion and Impropriety of the Law,
but not as to the Expediency of now repealing
1t ‘

You and I then entered into a Converfation
on the fume Subje@, when you took Occafion
to obferve to me, how exceeding high thePoor-
Rates 1an in your Parifh ; that you knew Parithes
howgver, in f{everal different Counties, where
they were ftiil confiderably higher, (particularly
in Oxfor?, and fome Parts of E/ffex, 8c.) amount-
ing fome Years, I think, to five and fix Shillings
in the Pound. 1 alfo took Notice, that in Cam-
bridze, whither I had made a Tour the Summer
betore, feveral Gentlemen were complaining of
their exceflive burthenfome Poor-Rates ; in
fome Prithes, if T remember right, exceeding
cven thofe which you had inftanced; and
further added, that they were drove to 2 Ne-
ceflity of thinking of fome new Scheme, and
endeavouring at fome better Methods of Ma-
nagement, by ereCting a Poor-Houfe or other-
wife, in order, if poffible, to fave Charges, and in
fome Meafure eafe themfelves of fuch an intol-
lerable Load of Expences. Our Difcourfe on
this Topic ended with your withing (what
every wife and good Man muft wifh) that the
Sources of this great Grievance were properly
: ’ enquired
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enquired into and reprefented to the Public; and
that fome effe@ual Remedy (which fuch an En-
quiry might probably fuggeft) could be found
out for fo great and growing an Evil.

From thefe, and other Obfervations I had
made and met with in fome other Counties,
where 1 was more particularly acquainted, I
thought there was but too much Reafon for the
Complaint —That the Bufinefs of the Poor was
not rightly managed —That with all the Ex-
pences complained of, they were but badly pro-
vided for —And, that all Endeavours thould be
ufed to put their Maintenance upon a better
Footing. And though what I have here drawn
up, was done in a very hafty and imperfe& Man-
ner, yet fuchas it is, I hope, may be of fome
Ufe, as the Subject is feafonable and interefting,
and has not, that [ know of, been handled be-
fore in this Way.

The Manner of providing for the Foor in
England is fo wrong, and hath been productive
of fo many Evils, and may be of ftill more, that
{everal wife and good Men have long complain-
ed of it, and thought fome Alteration, if not a
total Abolition, neceflary. The whole Nation,
indeed, is now become fo fenfible of this grow-
ing Evil, that our Reprefentatives in Parliament
have taken the Matter into Confideration, and
no doubt in a future Seflion will endeavour, ei-
ther to reform the Errors and Abufes in the pre-
fent Method, or contrive and eftablith fome new
and better Meafures. With a Defign to forwta;;'d
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this good End, feveral Treatifes have of late
been publithed, and fome new Schemes and Re~
gulations propofed for the better Provifion and
Management of the Poor : And every Attempt
this Way ought to be kindly received and encou-
raged, as it is a Point of fo much Confequence to
the Publick, as the Parliament has as yet come
to no Determination thereupon, 2nd may be fu
pofed willing to liften to any ufeful Hints, from
whatever Quarter they may be offered, for en-
abling them to form a more perfe&Plan. The
Difficulty of forming any effetual Plan for the
Provifion and Employment of the Poor, fuffi-
ciently appears from the many ineffeGtual Ones
already made for that Purpofe : For after all the
Poor Laws paffed, no lefs I think than thirteen
in Number at various Times and in different
Reigns, a new One feems now as abfolutely re-
" quifite as ever. Every Law of this Kind ap
rather to have been an Effay, than an Eftablith-
ment, and was no fooner promulged and put in

- Force, but new Inconveniencies arofe, or further

ImperfeGtions were difcovered. Perfe, indeed,
no human Eftablithment can ever be expetted
to be : The wifeft Scheme, we can contrive, will
net only be found to be deficient at the firft, but
foon to want great Amendment, and muft every
now and then be altered and fuited to the prefent
Times and Circumftances. When the Poor
Law was firft made in the Forty Third of Queen
Elizabeth, it was thought to be extremely well
calculated to anfwer the End: Namely, to prg-

vide
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vide Bread for the impotent Poor, and Employ-
ment, and thereby Bread for all other .
But the Expence upon the firft of thefe Articles
has now rifen to an immenfe and intollerable
Sum ; and the Defign of the Legiflature as to
the Second, has been in a Manner quite fruftrat-
ed. Indeed, the fetting the Poor to work, and
keeping them from wandering, appears to "have
been the main Defign of that Law : And if this
Part of the Law had been duly executed, the
Burthen as to the other Part, the Maintcnance of
the impotent Poor, could never have been very
heavy, for the Number would have been
mconfiderable. ‘The two Members of the Law
thould at leaft keep pace together, and only
have been obligatory in Conjunion. But a
Failure or Negle& of employing the Poor forc-
ed fome, and tempted others to take the Benefit
provided for the Relief of the Poor; and has
now made the Expence thereof fwell out to an
enormous Size.

The firft Compilers of the Poor Law were
no doubt very wife and good Men : The Mini-
fters I fuppofe were chiefly concerned; and
where or when were there better Minitters ?
Their Goodnefs appeared in their kind Difpofi-
tion to eftablith a Method for relieving all real
Objeés of Charity.; and their Wifdom and
Goodnefs both appeared, in their endeavouring
to find Work for thofe that were able and wil-
ling to work, —in their endeavouring to fix
Idlers and Vagrants to their proper Places of

‘Habitation,
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Habitation, and bring them to an honeft and
regular Way of getting a Livelihood, and there-
by rendering them more happy in themfelves,
and ufeful to the Community. But could they
have forefeen that this their main, this their lat~
ter Purpofe, the fixing and employing the Poor,
would have been fo little anfwered, I believe
they never would have pafled a Law for the for-
mer Purpofe, the compulfory relieving them ;
which in itfelf is liable to Abufe, and produc-
tive of much Evil, but vaftly more fo when the
other Part is not kept up, which fhould be a
check and controul upon it.

Many bad Confequences, I doubt not, were
then forefeen, or apprehended from the Law to
relieve Paupers: for moft of the following Ob- -
jections do naturally arife againtt it, -
~ In the firft Place, it is difficult in many Cafes to
determine, who are real Paupers, or proper Objects
of ParithCharity. It is fo eafy to perfonateMife-
ry, and feign Diftrefs, that you are oftentimesat a
Lofs to know, whether a Man’s Wants be real or
pretended, and whether you ought to relieve
him as a Pauper, or punifh him as an Impofter.
The Idle, the Bold, the- Impudent are always
moft forward to offer themfelves, and moft cla-~
morous for Relief : while the bafhful Poor, the
really diftreffed, keep aloof, and almoft ftarve in
Silerce, and are athamed and afraid to open their
Mouths for Charity, and come a begging. No
Law can define who are, or who are not pro-
perly Paupers.  Some, with all the Exteriors l:)f

this
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Chara&er may have private Sums, and unknown
Refources for a Maintenance : And others, tho’
all Natftinefs, Poverty and Rags, fhall be far
from being Paupers indeed; — fhall deferve
Chaftifement rather than Charity, as having
brought themfelves into Diftrefs by their Vices
and Wickednefs ; while feveral poor Houfe-
keepers, Petty-Tradefmen, and {mall Leafe-
holders or Renters, by Reafon of fickly Wives,
and a long Train of Children, or other Accidents
and Misfortunes, fhall be the greateft Objects as
to the Spirit of the A&, and yct not come with-
in the Benefit of it : nay, fhall be obliged to pay
towards the Maintenance of Perfons that are
much lefs in want than themfelves, '

In the fecond Place, tho’ the Point was fixed
and fettled, as to who fhall be deemed Paupers,
yet it would be difficult to fix the Degree of
Charity they fhould be entitled to, and adjuft the
Pay to the Wants and Merits of the Reccivers;
for furely mere Poverty does not entitle every one
to an equal Portion : great Regard ought to be
had to the Caufes of a Man’s Poverty. If one
Perfon by his own ill Condu¢t be brought- into
Diftrefs, by Idlenefs, Sloath, Luxury, Drunken-
nefs, Gluttony or Whoredom : and another be
reduced by unnavoidable Misfortunes, by Sick-
nefs, Old Age, Fire, Storm, lofs in Trade, Ship-
wreck, a hard Farm, or fickly expenfive Familv;
tho’ the Wants of thefe two Perfons: may be
equal, furely their Claims to be relieved arc far
from being fo. As Want is the natural Confec-

B - quence
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quence of the former of thefe Perfons Behaviour,
{o is it the natural Punithment ; and neither the
Laws of God or Man ever defign’d that fuch a
Perfon thould be thrown a Burthen upon others,
and have the Privilege of demanding a Mainte.
nance. :

Juftices, indeed, have a difcretionary Power
to determine who are Paupers, and what Relief
they fhall be entitled to : But Juftices may not
~ be able to determine a-right, any more than the

Parithioners in Veftry. Juftices often live a great
Way off from the Parifh of the Perfon that ap~
plies for Relief, and are unacquainted with his
Circumftances and Characer; and confequently, -
deceived by a plaufible Story, which Idlers are
feldom at a Lofs to make out, and not at all in-
terefted in the Expence, may be prevail'd upon
to grant Relief to thofe that don't want or de-

- ferve it, or in too great a Proportion to thafg

that do.

In the third Place, fuch a Law has a Tenden-
cy to hurt Induftry, Care and Frugality. The
Fear of one Duy coming to Want, is a ftrong
Motive with moft People to be induftrious, care-
- ful and fober ; and to make ufe of their Youth,
and Health, and Strength, to provide fomething
for Accidents, Sicknefs, and the Imbecillities of
Old Age. But this Motive is much weakened,
when a Man has the Profpect of Parith Pay tq
rely on in Cafe of future Wants or Misfor-
tunes : And too many, I'm afraid, trufting to
this have negle&ed fair Opportunities of gaining

~ a tolerable
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a tolerable Competence, and have become
chargeable upon the firft Ceffation- of their La-
bour, whether by Sicknefs, Old Age, want of
Employ, or otherwife. The Sluggard, upon
this Prefumption, is tempted to continue in
Sloth ; the Glutton, as hc receives his Gains,
eats them, and the Drunkard, drinks them. In
fhort, Men labour lefs and fpend more; and the
very Law that provides for the Poor, makes
Poor.

Fourthly, A Law to enforce Relief, tends to
deftroy the Principle it proceeds from, the Prin-
ciple of Charity. All Virtue muft be free : If
you force Charity you deftroy her, with refpet
to the Author. ¢ If left to my own Liberty, I
¢ thould be willing to do for the Poor to the ut-
¢ moft of my Power: But it’s grating to be o- -
¢ bliged to it. I then part with my Money as
¢ a Tax, not as a Benevolence ; and there is no
¢ Kindnefs or Merit in what I do. As Charity
¢ is faid to cover a Multitude of Sins, a Chriftian
¢ by being forced to it, may think himfelf de-
¢ prived of the Blefling of it. My Mind is
‘ quite charitably difpofed: but my Income,
¢ confidering my Exigencies, is fmall ; and I'm
¢ oblig’d to pay fo much to the Poor by Law,
¢ that I am not of Ability to beftow in voluntary
¢ Contributions. I already do more by Com-
¢ pulfion, than I'm well able to do.’ This
checks and weakens the charitable Principle
within : and this Principle, by not being exer-
cfed, becomes languid, grows weaker and

B2 weaker
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weaker, and in Time, perhaps, is quite extin-
guithed. I appeal to any Gentleman that lives
where they are burthened with a numerous Poor,
what Heart has he to give or fend, as was cuf-
tomary in former Times, Corn, or Flefh, or Mo-
ney, to fuch or fuch a Pauper, or poor Family,
when he already murmurs and grudges at what
he’s forced to part with by a Rate on his Stock,
or Eftate? The diftrefled are many Times worfe
provided for now, thin when there was no Law
for relieving them. People are forced to harden
their Hearts, and dare not take in a poor Wretch
for fear of bringing a Charge on the Parith. Mi-
ferable Creatures, fick and deftitute, far diftant .
from or without a Settlement, are bandy’d about,
and drove from Door to Door, till at laft they
are ftarved in a Barn, or found dead in the Street.
What are now become of the Poor-Boxds, and
Public-Gatherings, the ufual and commendable
Methods heretofore of providing for the Poor?
So little is now given to Poor-Boxes, that many
Parithes will not be at the fmall Expence of
erccting or keeping them up. And Collections,
whether, for Parith Poor, or diftant Sufferers by
Briefs are fo much dwindled and difcouraged,
that the Colleors are almoft athamed, and hard-
ly think it worth their while to go about. Even.
the Oblations made at the Altar are found, I'm
afraid, to leflen more and more, and many feem
to, give them rather out of Cuftom, and a formal
Compliance with the Words of the Prayer, than
from a charitable Heart ; the Sum being com-

monly
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monly fo difproportionate to their Circumftances.
The Generality indeed begin to think, and fay,
that giving to the Poor is only giving to other
People, whofe Eftates muft be eafed, by leflen-
ing the Wants of their Poor. It s for this Reafon,
in part, that fo little hath been left to the Poor
of late Years by Gift or Legacy : Such Bequefts
being now looked upon only as Aids to the Land-
owners, or Contributors of the Parith. WhatCha-
rity there is in the Nation, hath taken another
Turn : And People moftly chufe to give, what
they have to give, to public Works of Charity,
to Hofpitals, to Infirmaries, and to Schools for
the Education and Maintenance of poor Chil-
dren, where they think they have fome Merit
and Honour in their Charity, and the good
Works are the Effects of their voluntary Bene-
factions. '

Fifthly, As Force tends to deftroy Charity
in the Giver, fo does it Gratitude in the Re-
ceiver. * Seneca juftly obferves, there is only fo
much Good-will owing for a Favour as was
thewni in beftowing it. And therefore where
no Will was concerned in the Deed, no Return
can be expefted. The Pauper thanks not me
for any thing he receives. He has a right to it,
he fays, by Law, and if I won’t give, he’ll go
. to the Juftices, and compel me. So that, what

is ftill more provoking to the Contributor, he’s
forced to pay largely to the Poor, and at the

* De Benef. Lib. j, Cap. 1.
fame
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fame tirhe perhaps fees them ungrateful and fau- .
cy, affronting and threatening, and looking up-
on themfelves as equ:i'y good, if not better Men
than their Supporters, without Dependency or
Obligation. This iauft of Courfe create a great
deal of ill-blood, hatred, inurmuring and Indig-
nation on the Side of the Payer, and make him
think it an Invafion on his natural Right for -
fuch, in fpite of him, to go away with a Portion
of the Gains of his honeft Induftry: And, in
Confequence of this, ftill more Difrefpe&, Ingrati-
tude and Contempt on the Side of the Pauper.
Beneficence on one Hand, and Thankfulnefs on

the other, are moft amiable Virtues, and are the
great Bonds of Union, Friendfhip and Society.

New Needs, new Helps, new Habits rife,
That graft Benevolence on Charities. +

And happy that Nation, where the People live
in natural Love and Dependence, and the feve-
ral Ranks of Kings and Subjects, Mafters and
Servants, Parents and Children, High and Low,
Rich and Poor, are attached to each other by
the reciprocal good Offices of Kindnefs and
Gratitude : But this happy Connection between
High and Low, Rich and Poor, once fo ftrong
in this Kingdom, feems in Danger of being
quite broke off in Time. The Poor complain
of the Rich as hard-hearted, felfith, cruel and

+ Effay on Man.
opprefive :
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oppreflive: And the Rich complain of the Poor,
as idle, extravagant, thanklefs, and impudent.
It's greatly for the Intereft of Charity, that the
Objeds of it fhould -be refpetful and grateful.
We think our Kindnefs in a manner repaid,
when it is thankfully received : It’s a Pleafure
then to have done it, and an Incitement to do
more. But as long as Charity is forced, we can
never expect to fee the Receivers of it either
grateful or refpectfu). "

Sixthly, It might be apprehended, thata Tax
to rélieve Paupers would be attended with many
other co-incident Expences. It very plainly ap-
pears to be fo now. Every Tax laid on a Na-
tion, is always attended with fome additional
Charge, on account of fecuring, levying and col-
leGing it: And the Sums raifed for the Poor
have been not a little increafed by feveral con-
comitant Expences. Parifh-Officers may fome-
times be blamable in favouring their Acquain-
tance or Kinsfolk in the Difpofal of the Parith-
Money, in fpending confiderable Sums at their
Veftry-Meetings, making the Rates, paffing the
Accounts, and applying the Money in their
Hands to Feafts and Entertainments, or putting
it in their own Pockets, and impofing upon the
Parithioners by falfe Accounts. There are many
Fees to the Clerk of the Peace, Juftices Clerks,
&c. for figning the Poor Books, for Summons,
Warrants, Orders, . Reverfion of Orders, Parith-
Indentures, and other Bufinefs relative to the
Poor. And tho’ in fome Counties, particularly

- the
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the County of Somerfet, as I lately obferved, a
Table of thefe Fecs is publickly fet up, that all
Perfons may have Notice, yet in general it’s cer-
tain thefe Fees have increafed, and in many
Places, I'm told, are ftill increafing. 'The Inden-
tures for binding out poor Children Apprentices
are required to be on Stamps. If a poor Per-
fon be taken ill, or meet with the Accident of
a broken Limb, &c. and fend to an Apothecary
or Surgeon, tis 4 Chance now-a-days whether
they will come to attend him, unlefs the Parith
Officers engage for Payment. There are In-
ftances of fome poor Objeéts perithing, while
the Doctor, as he is call’d, has been parlying
about Stipulations with the Overfeers. And this
further confirms the Point abovemention’d, that
the Poor-Law tends to deftroy Charity. And
tho’, when the Parifh pays, ’tis an A of Cha-
rity, and confequently the Doctor fhould charge
as low as pofiible, yet very often he confi-
ders not the Poverty of the Patient, but the
Wealth of the Parith, and makes out a very
handfome Bill accordingly. But the greateft
additional Expence arifes from the Trouble and
Difficulty of fixing the Settlements of Paupers.
When the Statute of Ifizabeth for relieving.
the Poor firfl took place, the Burthen was light
" and inconfiderable. Few applied for Relief. It
was a Sheme and a Scandal ior a Perfon to throw
him(cf on a Parifh: And Parents,. Children,
Reitions and Friends commonly endeavoured
all tiiey could, as well as the Party himfelf, to

prevent
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prevent it. But the Sweets of Parith-Pay being
once felt, more and more Perfons foon put in for
a Share of it. One cried, he as much wanted,
and might as well accept it, as another; the
Shame grew lefs and lefs, and Numbers encou-
raged and countenanced one another.

Defendit numerus, junéleque umbone Phalanges.
JuveEnaL.

And tho’ Badges by the 8th and gth of #il-
liam, feemed rightly ordered to be fix’d as
fome public Marks of Shame, and to diftin-
guifh Parith Paupers from thofe induftrious Poor
that live by their own Endeavours: Yet thefe
Marks of Diftinétion have had but little effect,
and for that Reafon, I fuppofe, have been al-
moft every where neglected.—By Numbers thus
throwing themfelves more and more upon Pa-
rithes, the Poor became a great Burthen on the
Publick ; fo great, that in thofe Parithes, where
half a Rate or lefs once ferved, we find four,
five and fix Rates now very often affeffed and
levied, or twelve Times more than at the firft
Eftablithment : For thefe Reafons one fhould
not be furprized to hear, that the whole Sum
laid out on the Poor-Account in South-Britain
for four Years laft paft, amounted at a Medium,
to> near Three Million yearly, according to the
Accounts given in to Parliament laft Seffion,
which is equal to a Land-Tax of Six Shillings
in the Pound.

C : Now
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Now the Number and Expence of the Poor
thus increafing, People foon began to grow un-
eafy at it, and great Difputes arofe between Pa-
rithes about the Settlement and Removal of Pau-
pers : And tho’ thefe Difputes proceed from an
Endeavour to eafe, and fometimes do eafe parti-.
cular -Parithes, yet do they vaftly increafe the
Poor-Charge, with repect to the Nation in' ge-
neral. The Legiflature could never yet lay
down one certain ftanding Rule for determining
all Cafes arifing upon this intricate Affair of Set-
tlements. The Juftices are often forced to leave
the Matter to Council, and Councellors very
likely fend you to the King’s Bench: and the
Delay and Expence of going hither, may fome-
times be fo great, that it were better to fit down
quiet with the firft Lofs. Befides, that here you
are not fure of Succefs, as Cafes feemingly the
* fame, for no two Cafes are ftrictly the fame,
may prove to be differently determined. But,
without going fo far as this, confider the Ex-
pence only of attending firft at a private Seflion,
getting an Order, removing the Pauper, per-
haps with a Wife and Children, to a diftant
County, it may be, from one End of the King-
dom to the other: And afterwards attending
again very likely at the Quarter Seffions, to try
the Order, and thereupon an Appeal from a
powerful Parifh, backed perhaps by one of the
Bench, have the Order quafhed and reverfed,
the Poor returned upon you, with Cofts of Suit
to pay, over and above all your own Charges of

Journeys,
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Journeys, Attorneys, Council, carrying up Wit-
nefles, &c. Befides thefe, there are many other
incidental Charges arifing from other Quarters,
from Contftables, Highways, Bridges, Land-Tax-
Deficiencies, Goal and Hofpital Money, Do&ors,
&'c. So that the Poor-Rate may be confidered as
a kind of Pack-Horfe, and made to bear all kind
of Burthens ; and in Time, very likely, we fhall
fee the Non-Effentials exceed the Neceffaries.

Seventhly and Laftly, I add, that the forced
and expenfive Way of relieving the Poor, has
put many Gentlemen and Parifthes upon con-
triving all poffible Methods of leflening their
Number, particularly by difcouraging and fome-
times hindering poor Perfons from marrying,
when they appear likely to become chargeable,
and thereby preventing an Increafe of ufeful La-

bourers ;—by difcharging Servants in their laft
Quarter, and preventing them from gaining a
“Settlement, whereby they become Vagrants per-
haps ;—by pulling down Cottages, and fuffering
no Places of Inhabitation for Paupers, whereby
the Eftates are flung into a few Hands, and fe-
veral Parifhes are in 2 Manner depopulated ;—by
hindering Handy-Craftfmen and Manufactures
from fettling amongft them, whereby fome forts
of Bufinefs are monopoliz’d and fpoil’d, Trade
is injured, and ingenious Artifts can find no En-
couragement.  England camplains of a Want
of ufeful Hands for Agriculture, Manufa&tures,
for the Land and Sea Service : And for remedy-
Cz2 ing



(20)

ing this, -a Bill for a" general Naturalization was
lately introduced. But this Remedy, in all Pro-
bability, would have increafed our Difeafe ; that
Shoal of ragged Foreigners, which fuch a Bill
would very likely have brought over, would on-
ly have filied us with a ftill greater Number of
Poor, and would have .brought a very {mall
Addition of ferviceable Men to the Public.
Ufeful induftrious People feldom leave their own
Country, unlefs in Time of great Diftrefs. The
proper Way to increafe the Inbabitants of a Na«
tion, is to encourage Matrimony among the
lower fort of Pcople, and thereby ftock the Na-
tion with raziral-born Subje&ts. This was the
Way of the ancient Romans. The French we
fce are taking this Courfe ¢ And the Englifb Par-
liament had very lately a Scheme before them to
the fame Purpofe ; But no Scheme, I believe,
will ever fucceed, as long as Parithes are fo ap-
prehenfive of Paupers, and take all Manner of
Precautions to prevent a Multiplication of Inha-
bitants,. When the Minifter marries a Couple,
tho’ but a poor Couple, he rightly prays, ¢ that
¢ they may be fruitful in Procreation of Children.’
But many of the Parithioners pray for the very
contrary, and perhaps complain of him for mar-
rying Perfons, that, fhould they have a Family

of Children, might likely bocome chargeable.
Confidering thefe Objetions againft the Law
to enforce Poor-Pay, one may wonder how it
came at firft to be enacted. Semeca in his third
Book
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Book of Kindnefles, difcuffing this Queftion,
Whether Ingratitude ought to be made fubje&t
to Law, determines it in the Negative. And if
the Beneficiary is not to be forced, why muft the
Benefa@or ? If Ingratitude is not to be made
fubje@ to Law, why fhould Illiberality, Inhofpi-
tality be made fubje& ? There are many Faults
or Vices, as Avarice, Gluttony, certain De

of Impiety, Cruelty, which we don’t find it ex-
pedient to punith by Law ; but we think it fuf~
ficient, according to the above Author’s reafon-
ing, to condem them by our Abhorrence, and
leave them among thofe Things which we refer
to the Gods as Avengers. And why might not
want of Charity, which is a Species of Avarice
or Cruelty, have been been left among thefe?
¢ No Nation, fays he, except the Medes, ever
¢ allowed of an Action of Ingratitude. A ftrong
¢ Argument this, that no fuch Action ought to be
¢ allowed.” The fame may be faid of the Poor
Law. No Nation, if we except the fews, who
had fomething of this kind in later Times, ever
" allowed of a Law to force Charity. A ftrong
Argument this, that no fuch Law ought to be
allowed. For if the Law had been right, and re-
quifite, and neceffary, many States and Nations
would long ago, no doubt, have adopted it.
May not it feem very extraordinary then, ‘that .
England {hould 'be the only Nation that fhould
ever have come into fuch aLaw ? Are there not
Poor in other Countries, as well as in this ? Are
not the Wants and Diftrefles of the Poor rather

greateg
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greater in moft other Countries, as England is fo
fruitful a Place, produces all the Neceffaries, and
moft of the Conveniencies of Life in plenty, has
Tillage and ManufaGtures in Abundance, and
confequently can find fufficient Employ for all
her Poor ? Or is there no Charity, no Com-
paffion, think we, in other Countries, but the
Poor are utterly negleCted, and left to fhift for
themfelves, or perith? No: the Poor fuffer no
more in other Countries than in this ; nay, in
many Countries, particularly in Hollend and fome
- Parts of France, the Poor are better taken Care
of : And, notwithftanding we have a Law in Be-
ing to exact a Provifion for them, and fuch a vaft
Sum in confequence of that Law is annually ex-
pended, more Beggars, Vagrants, and diftrefled
Objects are every Day to be feen amongft us,
than in any Place of equal Compafs on the Globe
befide. The Law, at the fame Time that it has
been attended with fo many Evils, doth not feem
to have produced even that fingle good Effe&t it
was thought itcould not fail of producing; I mean,
the Relief of the Impotent, and the Diminution
‘of the Number of the diftreffed : For we have ftill
the fame complaining in our Streets, and Cries
of the Poor are as numerous and as loud as ever.
So that, tho' the Law as at firft defigned, was
quite charitable and good, I think we may now
apply to it the Italian Proverb mentioned by
Lord Bacon, * ¢ Tanto buen, che wval mente ; it
¢ is fo good, that it is good for nothing.’

® Eflay on Goodnefs, and Goodnefs of Nature, Gad
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God Almighty, indeed, the Helper of the
Poor and Friendlefs, feems to have made a
human Law for the Relief of them unnecef~
fary, by having implanted a natural Law for
that Purpofe in every Man’s own Breaft. We
have an innate Philanthropy. We carry, as I
may fay, a Poor-Law about with us. Nature
ftrongly inclines, and even forces us to commif-
ferate and help the Wretched. The Principles
or Paffions of Love, Pity, Compaflion, Sym-
pathy and fo forth, are wrought into our very
Frame. Who is not affeted and concerned at
feeing Human Nature in Diftrefs? Who hath
not got a Fellow-Feeling for the Sufferings and
Affli&ions of his Fellow Creatures ? Who, upon
beholding a poor Object in Nakednefs, Cold and
Want, is not prompted from within to compaf-
fionate his unhappy Cafe, and difpofed to give
him a Morfel of Bread to feed him, and fome-
thing for a Garment to cover him? The Heart
of Man commonly bleeds at the Sight of
others Sufferings, and a good-natured Man to
ufe the Expreffion of the excellent Writer above-
mentioned, is like the noble Tree, that is wound-
ed itfelf, when it gives the Balm. There may
be an occafional, or an acquired Malignity in
fome few obdurate Breafts. But I don’t think,
with Lord Bacon, there is a natural Malignity, or
that there be any, that don’t affect in fome degree
the Good of others. A Man utterly devoid of
all focial and humane AffeGions, and quite un-
concerned at the Wants and Miferies of others,

: would
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would be as much a Monfter in Nature; as one
born without the Senfes of Seeing, Hearing, or
Feeling; and would deferve to be driven out of
human Society, as a Lion, a Bear, or the worft
of Savages..

No Bandit fierce, no Tyrant drunk with Pride,
No cavern’d Hermit refts felf-fatisfy d.

Who moft to fbun, or bate mankind pretend,
Seek an Admirer, or would fix a Friend.

Essay oNn Man.

Thefe kindly Affections then being implanted
in our Nature, are continually exciting us to the
Exercife of them ; and in exercifing them, we
not only feel an immediate Pleafure and Gratifi-
cation, but we at the fame time obey the Will
of God, plainly fignified to us, by his having
implanted thefe AffeCtions in us. And every
Man moreover, "as a frail and focial Being, 1s
obliged to take part in other Perfon’s Sufferings,
as we cannot live in this World without mutuai
Affiftance, and as no omne knows, but fuch a
Man’s unfortunate Cafe may one time prove to
be his own.

- Upon thefe Principles Mankind have ever been
ready and difpofed to affift their indigent Fellow- -
Creaturés, and real Obje@s of Charity, if their
Diftrefs was properly known, have feldom failed,
I believe, to find Help in Time of Need. ‘

Revelation has farther ftrengthened thefe Prin-
ciples of Affection, and God has not only en-

joyned
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joined us by a natural, but alfo by his written
Law to be kind and affiftant to the Pcor. The
Fewifh Law is very full of Exhortations and
Commands to this Purpofe, and God feems to
take the Poor into his peculiar Protection. They
were to be admitted to partake of the Sacrifices
flain in the Temple—The Corners and Glean-
ings of the Corn Fields were to be left for them,
and the Gleanings likewife of their Vineyards.
In the Sabbatical Years, and Years of Jubilee,
the whole Produce of the Land was to be left in
common for the Poor, the Fatherlefs, and the
Widow. Befide thefe and other public, they
were likewife entitled to private Charities. *
If there be among you a poor Man of one of
thy Bretbren, thou fhalt not barden thy Heart,
nor fhut thine Hand from thy poor Brother. But
thou fbalt open thine Hand wide unto Him, and
SBalt furely lend Him fufficient for his Need,
which He wanteth : Becaufe that for this Thing
the Lord thy God fhall blefs thee in all thy Works,
and in all thou puttcft thine Hand unto.  For the
Poor [ball never ceafe out of the Land. In
after Times there were Colle@ions made for the
Poor in the Synagogues every Sabbath Day.—
‘The Gofpel has carried this Charity to the Poor
ftill farther, by exacting a higher Degree of it,
and extending it not only to our Brother or
Neighbour, but to the Poor of whatever Na-
tion or Kindred, to the Poor of all the Earth.

* Deut. xv. 7.

D Chrift
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Chrift teaches us 4, that every Man in Diftrefs
*is to be looked upon as our Neighbour, and is
entitled to our Mercy and Relief. A Chriftian is
a Citizen of the World, and bis Heart fhould be no
Yand, cut off from other Lands, but a Continent
that joins to them. Our Saviour has carried the
Duty of Alms-Giving to the higheft Pitch: He
practifed it Himfelf, He recommended it to his
Followers, and advifed thofe, that would be his
Difciples indeed, to fell what they had, and
give to the Poor. " When thou makeff a Dinner
or a Supper, fays he, Luke xiv. call not thy
Friends, nor thy Brethren, neither thy Kinfmen,
nor thy rich Neighbours: Left They alfo invite
Thee again, and a Recompence be made Thee. But
when thou makeft a Feaft, call the Poor, the Maim-
ed, the Lame, the Blind: And thou fhalt be
bleffed.  For thcy cannot recompenfe Thee. But
Thou fhalt be recompenfed at the Refurreétion of
the juffi. Having Pity on the Poor is lending
to the Lord: To thofe that have fed the Hun-
gry, and given Drink to the Thirfty, have re-
ceivel the Stranger hofpitably into their Houfes,
and vifited them that were fick or in Prifon,
our Lord fays, Matt. xxv. Inafmuch as ye bave
done it unto one of the Leaft of thefe my Bre-
thren (pointing to the Poor and Needy) ye bave
done it unto me. 'The Church in the Beginning
of the Gofpel maintained her own Poor, Ma-
ny rich Perfons contributed largely, and fome

+ Luke x. 30, &ec.
: fold



(27)

fold all that that they had, and laid the Money
at the Apoftles Feet, and Diftribution was
made unto every Man according as he had
Need. Sometimes in cafe of Death and Fa-
mine, Colle@ions were made in diftant Churches.
The Difciples at Antioch, on fuch an Occafion,
fent Relief to their Brethren that dwelt in Fudea.
Bifhops were given to Hofpitality ; and their
Houfes were an Afylum for all poor Strangers,
and perfecuted diftrefled Chriftians.

Confidering then the natural, focial, and felf-
interefted Motives we have for affifting the Di-
ftrefled, together with thefe higher and ftronger
Motives, arifing from a religious View of the
Cafe: Confidering that we may by our A&s of
Charity, fave a Soul from Death, and hide a
Multitude of Sins,—may lay up Treafures in
Heaven;—become rich towards God, and gain
an Inheritance in his glorious Kingdom: Con-
fidering all this, I fay, one fhould think, that
the Provifion for the Poor and Needy might
fafely have been left to voluntary Contributions,
and private Charity.

How have the Poor been all along main-
tained for fo many Ages, in the feveral Parts,
and Climates of the World ? For the Poor have
never ceafed from the Earth : They have
been found to appear, more or lefs, in every
Age, and every Country. Sloth, Extravagance,
Sicknefs, Misfortunes of Fire, of Storm, or In-
undation, Lamenefs, Blindnefs, the Weaknef3s
of Infancy and old Age ;—Thefe Caufes have

D2 never
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never failed, nor ever will fail, to produce in
every Country, Poverty and Diftrefs among great
Numbers. But fuch Perfons have generally
been taken Care of one way or other : And few,
I believe, if it was not fome how their own
Fault, havc perithed for want of Suftenance,
Parents, Children, Friends, Neighbours, and
‘Acquaintance, have always Tome of them been
ready to do fomething themfelves, and to make
a Colle&ion, or recommcnd the Cafe to others,
that might be willing and able. Princes, and
Nobles, and other rich Men have allotted
fomething. It may be faid too, very great Ob-
jeéts of Charity, as the Blind, the Lame, the
Decrepid, whofe Friends were utterly unable to
fupport them have commonly been fuffered in
moft Countries to take their Stand at the
Corners of Streets, or the Doors of Temples,
at any public Places of Paffage or Refort, in
order to make their Diftrefs more known, and
move the Charity of Travellers, Paffengers, or
Worfhippers, by a View of their pitiable Cafe.
Thus blind * Bartimeus fat by the Highway Side
begging : And, afkingan Alms of Jefus Chrift,
as he paffed by, received that blefled Alms, the
Recovery of his Sight: Whereby he was put into
a Capacity of Gaining a Livelihood, and had no
Occafion to afk for Charity any more. Several
other poor Objets in different Places, our Sa~-
viour found begging, and, fo far ﬁom reprov-

* Mark x.
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ing them, always thewed Compaffion on them,
We read in Als iii. A certain Man lame from
bis Motber's Womb, was daily carried, and laid
at toe Gate of the Temple, which is called Beauti-
ful, 70 aft Alms of them that entered into the
Temple ; who, fecing the Apojiles, Peter and John,
about to go into the Temple, afked an Alms. And
Peter faftening bis Eyes upon Him, with John,
Jaid, Look on us. The Man smmediately gave
beed unto them, naturally expecling to receive
Jfomething of them. Then Peter faid, Silver and
Gold I bave none : But fuch as I have, give I un-
2o Thee: In the Name of Jefus Chrift of Naza-
reth, rife up and walk.

Such Petitioners were generally tolerated and
encouraged, as long as their. Diftrefs was real,
and their Means of Support otherwife infuffi-
cient. For the idle, the diffolute, the valiant
Beggars, as our Law calls them, were neither
then fo common, nor had they learnt fo well to
impofe upon the Good-natured, under the Matk
of pretended Infirmity and Want. For at pre-
fent fuch a Way of Relief ought to be difcou-
raged and fupprefled, and the Lame, the Blind,
the Impotent be fupported fome other way ; fup-
prefled I fay, not as being wrong in itfelf (for it
1s really otherwife, and many People muft fee
the Obje&t before they will have Pity on it;) but
as giving a Pretence for Strolling, and an Oppor-
tunity to a Number of Impoftors to obtrude
themfelves on the Public, and deceive or rob

the Unwary. Rome was for a long Time a wife
and
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and well-governed State. How were the Poor
maintained there ? The People often complained
of great Hardfhips, particularly of the Exa&ions
and Oppreflions of the Nobles, and would often
be clamorous, and infift on enjoying, or being
reftored to certain Privileges and Immunities.
But the Poor, properly fo called, were for the
moft part well taken care of. Cato the Elder,
indeed, was for having Slaves to be knocked on
the Head, when become old, decrepid and ufe-
lefs, as a Piece of good Oeconomy, and a Way
to fave Charges. But his rigid Virtue has ever
been juftly impeached, for this monftrous In-
ftance of Inhumanity and Cruelty. When the
Rich begun to bear hard upon the Poor, and
Creditors had proceeded not only to bind and
fhut up, but even to exercife corporal Punith-
ment, to whip and beat their Debtors, a Law
was made in the 26oth Year of the City, to re-
ftrain thefe Oppreflions and Cruelties, and no
poor Man, at leaft while he ferved in the Wars,
could be touched in his Perfon or Eftate. Many
of the rich Senators kept an open Table, and
had -always a great Number of Clients, Freed-
men, Slaves, and poor Citizens, Retainers at their
Houfe, and Partakers of their Bounty. Some of
the principal Magiftrates and Citizens gave every
now and then, efpecially in Time of Scarcity,
or at EleCtions, which were moftly annual, con-
fiderable Quantities of Corn, and all that came
were welcome to a Share.  Ships were very of-
ten fent abroad for Corn, and the State ordcrefl

1t
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it to be doled out to the Poor, or fold at moderate
Prices. Generals returning from the Wars in
Triumph, never failed to remember the Poor,
and gave away among the People Largefles of
Corn, and Money. Friends likewife always
made ColleCtions among themfelves for a Friend
reduced and in Diftrefs. The ‘pavos * amon

the Greeks was alfo a Contribution much of this
Kind. Only the dpavos had this Peculiar in it;
that if the diftrefied Perfon ever afterwards came
to be of Ability, he was to make full Reftitu-
tion. It was not an abfolute Gift, becaufe there
was a tacit Condition and Expeation of Repay-
ment: Nor a real Debt, becaufe there was no
Intereft payable, nor any fixed Time, or compul-
fory Obligation, for Repayment. The Romans, it
feems, were fo generous to their Friends in Cafe
of Misfortunes, that it was fometimes an Ad-
vantage to have been a Sufferer, and the Libera-
lity of the Contributors more than made up the
Loffes of the Petitioners. Hence the Satyrift fays:

Sufpectus tanquam Ipfe fuas incenderit /Bdes,
And Martial,

Collatum eft Decies : Rogo, non potes Ipfe videri
Incendiffe tuam, Tongiliane, Domum 2

Befides thefe Methods of providing for the
Poor, the Romans had one other very good one,
equally practicable with us in Exgland now, and

* See Theophral. Char, xvii.
that
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that was, the fending away the able fuperfluous
Poor into the conquered Countries arid Provinces,
whereby they became happy in themfelves, and
greatly ftrengthened and enlarged their Mother:
Country. '

I muft further add, that Parents were obliged
to take Care of their Children ; and Children of
their aged impotent Parents : This indeed the
Law of Nature and of Virtue, as well as the. mu-
nicipal Law of moft States, exacs and enjoins.
The principal Laws of Saloz, and of other States
of Greece, were adopted at Rome: And among
the Laws of Solon this ftands as chief: eav 71
BN TPEQN Tes yovéas, ajlp,os €G- W, If any ene
fupports not his Parents let him. be deemed In-
famous. He was unworthy of enjoying any
Honour or Preferment in the State.

Thesphraflus, * defcribing a Defperado, or an
audacious abandoned Fellow, gives it as one
chief Part: of his Charalter that he doth not
maintain his Mother : 7w pnlesx un zpeper.
Not to maintain the Father is fuppos’d to be bad ;
but not to maintain the Mother is fuppos’d to be
worfe ; it is {hameful and thocking, as the Mo-
ther is the weaker Sex, and is more apt to ftand
in need of Help, and having undergone all
the Cares and Pains of bearing, nurfing, &,
has more Obligations due to her. One of the
principal Laws of Mpfes’ Tuble, and the fame
again we find enforced in the Gofpel, is, Homour

® Char. vi. TIEPI ATIQNOIAE.
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thy Fatber and thy Motber. And St. Paul ob-
ferves, ¢ that this is the firt Commandment
with Promife : with the Promife of a peculiar
Blefling annexed to it, namely, long Life. By
honouring Parents, I need not fay, is meant pay-
ing them all proper Regard and Obedience, and
affording all the Help and Afliftance in our
Power. The Poor Law in England has not fu-
perceded this Obligation, but Children are ftill
bound, if able, to maintain their Parents, as
Parents are their Children.

That Parents thould maintain their Children,
tho’ equally right and neceffary, has not been
thought to want fo much to be enforced. Af-
fe@ion is generally feen to defcend more than to
afcend ; and it is neceflary it fhould be fo, for
the Increafe and Propagation of the Species; and
moft Parents thew a greater Love to their Child-
ren, than Children fhew back to their Parents,
and confequently have lefs need to be compelled
to it. Children, like Buds foon open into
Blofloms, which are not only fweet and lovely
in themfelves, but arc ftill the more valued, as
they are expeted to grow on to Maturity, and
bring forth Fruit: But aged helplefs Parents,
alas! confidering the Treatment they often meet
with, may be compared to withered and decay-
ed Trees, that have fhed their Leaves'and Fruit,
are become Saplefs, and paft bearing, and by
their Continuance are only thought to encumber

i’ Eph- Vi- 2,
the
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the Ground. 'The Father thinks he lives in his
Offspring, and that if he can but fupport his
Son in his Youth, he will fully repay all his Coft
and Care, and be the Staff and Support of him
in his old Age : -But the Son has no fuch Prof-
pect of future Service from a decrepid Sire, who
is too frequently confidered as a Burthen, and
all that is given or done for him, as fo much
loft or thrown away. _Ancbhifes could eafily dan-
dle about the Infant Zneas in his Arms, but
ZAneas found it a heavy Load to carry his aged
Father on his Back. The Innocence, Health,
and fondling Ways of Children, pleafe and en-
dear ; but the Infirmities, Maladies, Croflnef(s
and Peevifhnefs of old Age, are difagreeable and
provoke. Parents, therefore, have not common-
ly fo much need of a Law to oblige them to
maintain their Children : they are of them{elves
ftrongly difpofed to it, and for the moft Part are
of a competent Age for it: The fame Perfons
that can beget and bear Children, being gene-
rally young and ftrong enough to work and pro-
vide for them, The Duty, however, of recipro-
cal Affiftance has always been thought equally
imcumbent : and the Apoftle with great Reafon
fays: * If any provide not for bis own, and ef-
pecially for thofe of his own Houfe, He bath denied
the Faith, and is worfe than an Infidel.

Thefe Methods then of taking Care of the
Poor feem to have anfwered the End, and are

* 1 Tim. v. 8 B
what
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what Humanity and Good-Policy naturally
ditate ; and what, allowing for Difference of
Times and Circumftances, have obtained more
or lefs, I believe, in all civilized Countries of the
World. : ‘

The Dutch, one thould think, would be
troubled with a great Number of Poor, as their
Country is fo populous,” and of fo {mall extent,
and doth not aftord Bread-Corn for a Tenth of
the Inhabitants, nor any native Commodities to
export, or native Materials to work up into Ma-
nufaGures, whereby the Poor might have Em-
ployment ; and yet, we are affured, a Beggar is
rarely to be feen among them : Their Manner
of taking Care of the Poor is, by all that have
feen it, commended, and deferves to be imitated.
According to the Account of an ingenious mo-
dern Writer, their firft Care is to provide proper
Materials and Inftruments for Labour, and fet
thofe, that are able, to work ; thofe that are not
able, are taken care of in Hofpitals : And thofe
idle Vagrants that are able and not willing to
work, are taken up and fent to the Rafp-Houfe,
or other Places of Labour and Correétion, and
- forced to earn their Bread before they eat it.
For the Maintenance of thefe Hofpitals, where
all the impotent Poor are kept, (befides what is
given towards them by well-difpofed People,
and part of the Revenues of fome fecularized
Monafteries) they impofe feveral little Taxes,
as a Penny upon every one that paffes thro’ the
Gate after Candle-Light, — upon Appointments

2 at
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at Taverns and other Places where they have:
Boxes to put in Forfeitures for the Ufe .of the
Poor : Nay, at every Bargain, fomething is re-
ferved for the fame Ufe. To which muft be
added what is colleéted in Churches, and weekly
by the Hofpital Officers from the Inhabitants at
their Doors. But here is no Affefiment or Com-
pulfion, every one gives as his Circumftances
enable, or charitable Difpofition inclines him :
He puts his Alms with his own Hand into a long
Purfe or Bag which the Collector holds out to
him ; fo tha: Ged only and himfelf are privy to
his Alms.-- But the greateft Relief which the Poor
have, comes from a Quarter one could leaft ex-
pec, and yet that can beft fpare it: The Play-
Houfes, Mountebanks, and Mufic-Booths, pay
the third Penny ; and in fome Cities, as Amfler-
dam, half the Money received. At the Play-
Houfe in Amflerdam, which does not take in a
Week {o much as one of our Play-Houfes fome-
times in a Night, ’tis reckoned above 6000/,
is yearly colleGted for the Ufe of the Poor.
In that City alone there are near Twenty One
Thoufand maintain’d yearly. The Gaft-Houfe,
or Hofpital for the Sick, deferves a particular
Defcription ; for its wife Inftitutions I mean, not
its Buildings. We fhall only obferve, that there
~ is no need of recommending; the Door ftands
open to all Comers : The Duatch afk no Quef-
tions, but receive every one there for God’s Sake;
even young Women, who have had a Misfor-
tune, are well look’d after, the Children put

out
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out to nurfe, and the Mother’s no more troubled
with them : This they do, not to encourage Li-
bertinifm, but to prevent Murders. The Hof-
pital-Children are fo tender in the Eye of the
Government, that when any of them have Oc-
cafion to travel, the Publick Track-Skuyts, or
Paflage-Boats, are obliged to carry them gratis.
There is another Hofpital, where all poor Tra-
vellers, without Diftin&ion, are lodged and en-
tertained for three Nights, but no longer.
There is alfo in moft Towns a Society of Burg-
hers or Tradefmen, who engage to fupport one
another on their happening to fail in the World :
The Fund for this is raifed infenfibly, by each
Member’s paying a Trifle weekly.—This laft ex-
cellent Practice has obtained in a great many
Parts in England. The Wool-Combers of T3~
<verton have a common Stock for the Support of
decayed Brethren of the Trade. There s like~
wife a publick Box for the fame laudable Pur-
pofe at Wellington : And fo I make no doubt
there is in a great many other trading Towns in
the Kingdom. The laft quoted Writer menti-
ons a Confraternity of this kind eftablithed a-
mong the Tradefmen and others at St. Albans :
They pay only Three Pence a Week, and this
Trifle enables them to maintain their Members
difabled for Work through Accidents, Sicknefs
or Old Age, and allow them Seven Shillings a
Week. It were to be withed there were more
of thefe Confraternities ; they would give no
fmall Eafe to Parifhes, and be a much more gen-

teel
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teel Way of fupporting unfortunate Tradefimen.
The Clergy in many Parts of the Kingdom af-
fit the Widows and Children of their poor de-
ceafed Brethren, by fubfcribing a fmall Sum an-
nually. And a Fund for the Support of Qfficers
Widows by Land and Sea, is raifed by a fmall
Deduétion out of their monthly Pay.

And as the Dutch excel in the Management of
their Poor, fo the French perhaps come next
to them: The Hofpital-General of Paris is
reckoned to exceed every Thing of the Kind in
the whole World ; it confifts of three diftiné
Houfes, in which commonly there are computed
to be about Eleven or Twelve Thoufand Poor :
Thofe pinched in Circumftances have no more
to do but prefent themfelves, and immediately
they are received. Befide their Lodging, their
-Provifion amounts to about Seven * Solsa Day :
All Nations are received, and all treated alike ;
they fend not a poor Creature.from Parifh to Pa-
rith. For the Sick, there are many Hofpitals at
Paris ; the moft famous was the Hotel Dieu, the
largeft perhaps in the World, which was burnt
to the Ground in 1737. Every Body was re-
ceived, Proteftant, Catholic, Turk, and Jew ;
it buried them when dead, as well as che-
rithed them when living. The Hofpital for
Foundlings is an excellent Eftablithment, and
has wifely been thought worthy of Imitation by
the Englith. Befides, almoft every Parifh in
France has fome fort of Hofpital and Charity
School. They have alfo in every Church an

Iron
¢ Or Three Pence Englifh.
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Iron Box, and fo indeed we had formerly in all
our Churches, to receive private Charities for
the Pauvres Honteaux, the bathful Poor ; Perfons
that greatly want, and yet are afhamed to beg :
whofe Bafthfulnefs, therefore, deferves much to
be commended, and to' have the Neceffity of
aiking prevented.

How were the Poor maintained in England,
before the Law in the latter End of Queen Eliza-
beth 2 1 fuppofe they had been as numerous in
the preceding Reigns, as they were then.—¢ We
are told the Church, that is the Abbies, Mona-
feries, and other religions Houfes maintained
them: And that when thefe religious Houfes
were fecularized, and given away, or fold to
Lay-Proprictors, in the Time of Henry the
Eighth, and Edward the Sixth, the Poor were left
deftitute, and muft have ftarved, if they had not
been provided for by Law.’—The Abbies, and
other religious Houfes were many of them, no
doubt, very liberal, and kept an open hofpitable
Table every Day. And the neighbouring Poor
ufed: to repair to them, and fill their Bellies, and
very likely carry Home with them fomething for
their Families. The Pofieffors of thofe religious
Houfes received them from their Founders, on
Condition, that they fhould generoufly and cha-
titably ufe and difpofe of them, for the Honour
of God, and the Good of his Church and People.
And this Condition fhould at leaft have accom-
panied the Alienation or Transfer. And tho’
they were no longer to be applied to the Main-

: tenance
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tenance of Monkery and Popery, the Entail of
Charity and Hofpitality thould not have been cut
off. Several of thefe Houfes were rather chari-
table than religious Foundations, The Name of
Crutched-Friars, for Inftance, plainly thews fuch
a Houfe to have been principally defigned for the
Maintenance of a certain Number of poor Crip«
ples, or lame Brethren. Religion indeed was
generally attached: And thefe, and other poor
Brethren of other Denominations, were expected
to dedicate themfelves the Remainder of their
Days to the Service of the Church, and behave
as Servants or Minifters of it. And fo it was in
fome Sort in the Primitive Church. Nay, even
fo early as the latter Part of St. Pauls Time, we
find that aged and deftitute Perfons, particularly
ancient poor Widows, not lefs than Sixty Years
of Age, and of good Character, were to be put
upon the Poor Lift, and maintained by the
Church, to the Service of which they were after-
wards to apply themfelves, and were to help,
what they could, in diftributing the Church’s
Alms to the Poor, in attending the Sick, in in-
ftru@ing the young and ignorant, and affifting at
the Celebration of Baptifm and the Eucharift,
See 1ft Tim. v. g.

Some, in Confequence of the above Opinion,
that the Church maintained the Poor, have late-
ly propofed to have the Poor thrown back again
on it. But this is abfurd, unlefs with the Poor
all the Church-Lands and Tythes were likewife
to be reftored.  For the Church at prefent can

hardly
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hardly maiiitain her own Members. The infes
rior Clergy are fo fcantily provided for, that many
of them cannot live or appear with common De-
cency. It is for the Good of Religion, and the
Intereft of Society, that every Parith Minifter
thould have a handfome Competency. For no
Set of Men contribute more to keep up Order
and Government in a State. But Poverty dif=
qualifies the Minifter for thefe Ends: It deprefles
his Spirits, expofes him to Centempt and Ridi-
cule, and by leflening his Authority as a Man,
greatly leflens it, as a Moralift and Divine,

Nil babet infelix paupertas durius in Je,
RQuam quod bomsnes ridiculos facit +— JUVENAL;

The Stipends of many Churches being fo mean;
mean illiterate Perfons of courfe are placed upon
them, who by their fervile; or worfe Behaviour;
dithonour both their Religion and Profeffion. Or
if a worthy ingenious Man be forced to take up
with fuch a Place, he is foon in Danger of being
over-run with Rufticity and Ignorance, as his
Circumftances will neither afford him Books to
improve his Knowledge, nor Time to apply to
his Studies and the Duties of his Office, by Rea-
fon of worldly Avocations, and the Solicitude of
a Maintenance. This Grievance, for I think, it
is 2 Grievance;, might eafily be remedied; by
buying in the Impropriations; (which eertainly
oughf to go to the Church, or revert to the
Land-Owners) and raifing the Purchafe-mo=

ney
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fiey by Queen Anne’s Bounty, and a Tax for one, -
two, or three Years on all Clergymen of fuch a
particular Income.—By difallowing of Pluralities
and Non-refidence.—By finking fome Prebends
and Canonries, as they fhall become void, and.
applying the Profits to the Augmentation of poor:
Livings, and thereby rendering the Revenues of
the Church more equable and ufeful. :
But it is ridiculous to talk of throwing the
Poor upon the Church again, unlefs, as I faid,
all the Church Revenues were likewife to be re-
ftored. And even if they were, which there is.
no Likelihood of ever feeing, I believe the
Church would find the Burthen too great to be
born, if fhe was obliged by Law indifcrimi-
nately to relieve all that offered. As Henry the
VIIIth is reported to have told the Abbot of
Glaflenbury, upon the Abbot’s refufing the King
a large Sum of Money he had afked for, that he
would burn his Kitchen about his Ears; So the
Poor under fuch a Law, 1 believe, would foon
grow obftreperous and infolent, and threaten to
Eﬂl down Churchmen’s Houfes upon their
eads, if they did not give them what, and -in
what Manner, they pleafed. But in Fact it is.
not true, that the Church maintained the Poor
then. The Religious Houfes did no otherwife
than the Religious Houfes abroad, and the hof--
pitable Mafters of other Houfes did, and do
now, live generoufly, keep a plentiful Table,
. and give the Surplus to the Poor. -The Abbies,
Monatfteries, &c. as being rich’ Bodies, and not
incumbered
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incumbered with Wives and Children, and ex-
penfive Families, were able to contribute largely:
But could what the Poor received from them be
a Sufficiency ! Meat and drink were only given
here ; atleaft, not commonly any Thing elfe;
the Poor had ftill Lodging, Cloathing, Firing,
&e. to find, that is to fay, the greater Part of
the Neceflaries of Life. Private Charities were ~
quite needful, and were as much beftowed then
as ever.  ColleGtions were made on the Sabbath
Days, and at feveral other Times. Poor Boxes,
now fallen in 2 Manner into difufe, were kept
up in the Churches, and received the fecret Alms
of many generous Benefators, Upon a Recove-
ry from a Fit of Sicknefs, upon returning fafe
from a Voyage, or a long Journey, upon the
Birth of an Heir, upon any fignal Succefs or
Blefling, the Thankful never failed to repair
hither, and fhew by their Regard to the Poar
their Gratitude to God.

If the Abbics, &c. maintained the Poor, how
came the Poor not to have been equally deftitute
in other Proteftant Countries on the Secularifati-
on of them ? and how came the Poor Law not
to have been pafled here in England, immedi-
ately on the Diflolution, or Secularifation, when
the Poor, we muft fuppofe, were moft to feek
for a Maintenance, and no new Refources were
as yet opened? How did they fubfift the lat-
ter Part of Henry the VIIIth, all the Reign of
Edward the VIth, of Queen Mary, and o}, Queen
Elizabeth, till about a Year before her Dcaltlh,

F2 that
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that is, near Seventy Years in the whole ? We
don’t read of any extraordinary Sufferings of
the Poor during this Time ; nor of any Tumults
or Rifings amongft the lower Sort of People on
Account of . their Diftrefs, tho’ many on Ac-
count of the Alteration in Religion. But when
the Poor have been greatly pinched and op-
prefled, they have feldom failed to let the Go-
vetnment know it, by their Complaints, Remon-
firances, or Infurre@ions. How often have the
People in former Times run to Arms on Ac-
count of Inclofures, and forced their Superiors
to disforeft the inclofed Lands, and lay them
open for the Poor again? It was not therefore
the Diffolution of the religious Houfes that
brought on the Poor Law ; (It contributed to

increafe the Diftrefs of the Poor, I'll allow:)
" But there were a great many idle, fturdy, wicked
Vagabonds going about then, as now, a Terror
to honeft People, and a Nuifance to the Public:
And for the Suppreffion and Prevention of thefe,
feveral Laws had been paffed in different Reigns,
even from the Time of the wife and good King
Alfred to the 39th of Elizabeth: and the Law to
relieve the Poor was meant only as a further im-
provement or Amendment of thefe, and wasun-
derftood to vary, and at firft feemingly varied,
but little from them. After all the vagabond
Laws, ftill Poor People wandered from Place to
Place, and Strollers and fturdy Baggars, and un-
der that Denomination, many Cheats and Thieves
. went about. And to keep every Body at Home

and
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and {apprefs fuch Vagrants, and alfo to take a-
way the Pretext, that they muft ftarve, if they
did not go about, a Law was made, that every
Parifh fhould find Employment, and fet to la-
bour all thofe of the Parifh that fhould be able
to work, and to maintain the helplefs and im
tent who fhould not be able. So that what may
now be thought the main Part of the A&, the
giving Parith-Penfions to the Poor, feems only
to have been a confequential Part ; the keeping
the Poor at home, and fetting them to work
having been the principal Defign, and the Claufe
for relieving them in their refpeGive Places of
Habitation, or Settlement, introduced only as a
Means to Silence all Complaints, and take away
every Pretence for ftrolling, and begging abroad.
Indeed, fome new Species of Expence have
arofe fince the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, which
have greatly contributed to increafe the Wants
and Diftrefles of the Poor: As Firft, the Cuftom
of fmoaking and chewing Tobacco. ‘This, ‘tis
well known, is now, and has been for many Years
extremely common among the Poor. But the
Plant, I believe, was hardly heard of in Eng-
land, 1\l Sir Waltar Raleigh introduced it, who
lived under Queen Elizabeth and King Fames the
Firft. The Expence to many poor labouring
People only on this Article is very confiderable.
I believe fome lay out almoft as much in To-
bacco, as in Bread; and declare, they can as ill
go without the firft as the laft. To this unne-
ceflary idle Expence muft be added another of a
' ’ fimilar
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fimilar Nature, arifing from the like Mifappli-
cation of the fame Plant, that of Snuff-taking.
This for fome Time was pra&ifed chiefly by the
- better Sort; but as Inferiors are always apt to
imitate the Ways of their Superiors, tis now be-
come general among the loweft Clafs; and you
- fhall fcarce meet with a common Handicrafts-
Man, or a Servant Maid, but what is more or
lefs addi®ed to this Habit. The Cuftom is be-
come fo prevalent and notorious, efpecially a-
mongft the Females, that in Advertifements for
Servant-Maids, we fee it particularly mentioned
very often, that no Snuff-takers will be acceptcd.
To one that has, or gets but little, a little is
much. And tho’ thefe Things are bought by
fmall Quantities, and the Money is laid out by
Pence and Half-pence, and feemingly is not felt,
yet if an Account was kept of the Sum thus
yearly expended, it would appear no fmall Mat-
ter; it would appear much too great for the Per-

fon that expends it. o
But it is further obferveable, that, befides the
Expence, the habitual Ufe, or rather Abufe of
Tobacco and Snuff is detrimental to Health.
Conftant Obfervation and Experience but too
cvidently prove, that thefe Practices pall the
Appetite, impair Digeftion, taint the Blood
and Juices, and render them lefs fit for Nutri-
tion. Whence follow, in a’ greater or lefs De-
gree according to Circumftances, a pale fallow
Caft of the Complexion, Lofs of Flefh, Relax»
ation,
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ation, and Decline of Strength, Vigour and Spic
rits.
Another new Species of Expence crept in of lats
Y earsamong the lower Sort is Tea-Drinking. It
has been afferted many times in Print, and is indif~
putably known to be true, that feveral poor Per-
fons, who receive Charity, have their Tea once,
if not twice a Day. In Sea-port Towns, and moft
Places on the Coaft, where, by clandeftine Means;
Tea is afforded cheaper, it is the ordinary Break-
faft of the very meaneft of the Inhabitants. But
for poor Wretches, almoft deftitue of the com~
mon Neceflaries of Life, to run daily into fuch
idle Extravagances, is certainly a very ridiculous’
Piece of Management: For the Expence of the
whole Apparatus of Tea, Sugar, Cream, Bread
and Butter, &¢. muft be near treble to that of
Milk or Broth, or any other common whole-
fome Breakfaft. Befides, Experience fully evinces,
that Tea is prejudicial to the Health,™ as well as
to the Pocket of the Poor. Tho’ a moderate
Ufe of it, as a Diluent of the Food and Blood,
may agree well enough with Perfons that have
good Conftitutions and /ive well, yet in Con-
currence with a low, coarfe, vegetable Diet, the
chief Food of poor People, its Effets are very
mifchievous ; as it relaxes and weakens the So-
lids, impoverithes the Blood, and enervates the
Strength and Vigor of the Body. There is alfo
a confiderable Lofs of Time attends this filly
Habit, in preparing and fipping their Tea; a
Circumftance of no fmall Moment to thofe who
are
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are to live by their Labour. . It is now fual with
many Female Servants to infift on Tea in their
Agreement, and to refufe ferving wheré this is
not allowed. And when from Servants they go
to be poor Men’s Wives, we may naturally fup<
pofe they carry the fame expenfive Appetites and
Habits with them, which being propagated by
Example to the Offspring, the Evil becomes
ftill more epidemical.
. Another Article of Expence that in thefe later
Times hath made its Way among the Poor or
lower Sort, is the wearing of Ribbands, Ruffes,
Silks, and other flight foreign Things, that come
dear, and do but little Service. Why might not
Englifb Woollens or Worfteds, worked up fo
fine as they are to be met with, be fufficient to-
ferve for the Apparel of all Servants, and others
of a certain Degree, as they did heretofore ?
Have not Extravagances in thefe Articles contri-
buted greatly to make Labour and Servants
Wages run fo high? And yet the Servants and-
Labourers are not a Jot the better or richer. A
fumptuary Law would be of Service to the Poor
themfelves, as well as to the Nation in general..
For notwithftanding the high Price of Wages.
and Labour to what it was formerly, the Poor
feem to be as needy and bare and wretched as
ever.

The laft new Species of unneceflfary Expence
which I thall mention is Dram-drinking ; which
perhaps is worfe than all the reft together, bad
as they are fingly. The Diftillation of Spirituous

Liquors
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Liquors was formerly a very Trifle in this Kings
dom, and chiefly confined to the Druggifts and
. Apothecaries Shops. But of late Years it has
been immenfly great, and the Confumption in
Proportion. 1 have been aflured by an Officer
in the Excife, that there was a greater Quana
tity or more Hogtheads of Spirituous Liquors
drank in Plymoutb in the late War, than of Beer,
Ale and Cyder together. How far Tea-drinking,
by relaxing the Nerves and finking the Strength
and Spirits, may have contributed to Dram-
drinking, which affords a fhort delufory Relief
for thofe Depreflions, I fhall not take upon me
to determine. If we look abroad into the World
and view the Havock and Deftru&ion which
Dram-drinking makes among the common Peo~
ple, amongft whom it chiefly prevails, and con-
fider the Miferies and Calamities which it brings,
by that means, upon the Nation in general, every
thinking Well-Wither to his Country muft be
greatly fhocked at the Sight of fuch a Scene.
This monftrous abufe of Spirituous Liquors
has moft pernicious Effe@s; it confumes the
Gains and Subfiftence of the People, and reduces
them to Poverty and Want; deftroys their Health
and Strength, and makes them both unwilling
and unable to Work, and cuts off the thread of
Life before they have lived out half their Days;
it intoxicates the Mind, inflames the Paffions,
puts Men off their Gudrd, and expofes them to
all manner of Vice and Corruption. From
whence follow a great Lofs of ufeful Hands for
our
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. our Manufa@ures and Agriculture ; extravagant
high Wages and great Expence of Labour ; an
Obftruction and Diminution of our Trade both
at Home and Abroad ; a general Corruption of
Manners; a numerous burthenfome wicked Poor;
Frauds, Thefts and Robberies, the natural Con-
fequences of Licentioufnefs and Poverty ; a De-
generacy of the Britifb Nation from the manly
Size, Strength, and Courage of our Anceftors ;
inftead of a ftout, vigorous, brave-fpirited Peo-
ple, for which this Nation has always been di-
ftinguithed, we can expe& to fee nothing but
a poor, diminutive, mean-{pirited degcncratc
Race, a Difhonour to their Country. It is to
be hoped, the late Law will put fome Stop to
this deftruétive Prattice, or fome more effeGual
one will be enacted.

Thefe then are new Articles of Expence,
unknown to this Nation in former Times. A
Law to relieve People brought to Want by thefc
Extravagances is unreafonable and impolitic,
and in Time muft prove fatal to the Nation,
The Number of the Receivers will become
greater than that of the Contributors, and thefe
mutft fall with the reft, and all come to Po-
verty, Mifery, and Confufion.

* However, tho’ fo much may be faid againft
the Law for a Taxation to the Poor, I am not
for having it repealcd but only amended. Tho'
I'm fatisfied, it were better even for the Poor
themfelves, as well as the Nation in general,
that the Law had never been paffed, yet asPthe

oor
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Poot have been fo long in Pofleffion of it, they
may think they have a kind of Right to it, and
it might feem Cruelty now to refume what at
firft might have been unexceptionably withheld.
Befides, Relief having fo long paffed thro’ this
Conveyance, might not foon find its Way thro’
other Channels.

There is only one good Argument, that I
know of, in Favour of a Poor Tax, and that is,
it forces open the Purfes of the Covetous-Rich.
The generous and worthier Part of Mankind, it
is faid, bear all the Burthen in voluntary Chari-
ties. But the Poor-Law obliges the Hard-hearted
arid Cruel to be merciful, and contribute to the
Relief of their aged, helplefs, diftrefled Neigh-
bours.

But Query, whether the Evils don’t a great
deal more than counter-balance this fingle Benefit?
Befides, whata Fallacy is there in this Argument?
¢ The generous and worthier Part of Mankind
bear all the Burthen in voluntary Charities ;* go
away with all the Pleafure, we fhould rather fay,
the Pleafure of doing a kind Thing now, and.
the Glory and Reward of it hereafter. If a Man
hath not the Heart to part with any thing volun-
tarily, let him keep his Riches as a Curfe to him,
and let him never tafte the Happinefs the Bene-
ficent enjoy, when they cheer the Sorrows, and
affwage the Grief, when they relieve the Wants,
and gladden the Hearts of their Fellow Creatures
around them. As the Apoftle fays, ¢ He would
¢ rather fpeak five Words with his Underftanding,

G2 ¢ than
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¢ than ten Thoufand in an unknown Tongue:’
So there is more Merit in five Mites of voluntary
Charity, than in ten Thoufand of forced.

The People of England want lefs perhaps to
be forced, than any other Nation under the Sun.
They are naturally a kind, a compaffionate, a ge-
. nerous People, and notwithftanding the vaft Sums
exacted yearly by Law, and notwithftanding com-
pulfory Methods tend to weaken, and have, I
doubt not, much weakened the Principle of
Charity, yet a noble Spirit has thewn itfelf, and
ftill doth fhew itfelf, tho’ not fo much as here-
tofore, on all proper urgent Occafions. Witnefs
the many grand Stru®ures; and large Endow-:
ments for Charity-Schools, for Hofpitals, In-
firmaries, &¢. which we have feen ere@ed and
eftablithed only within a Century paft. Wit-
nefs the handfome, Subfcriptions and generous
Collections, that even now are commonly made,
when the Call is really prefling, and the Obje&
truly deferving. Witnefs the daily Alms, the
Lame, the Blind, the Beggar of every Sort, com-
monly meets with, on the Road, in the Streets,
or at our Doors, tho’ we know fuch Alms to be
wrong, as giving Encouragement to Strollers, tho’
we know that no Poor can juftifiably go about,
and tho’ we every now and then find, to our
Coft, fuch Beggars to be Impoftors and Thieves,
and by fuffering them to come about our Houfes,
give them an Opportunity of fpying out the
weakeft Parts, and, as Occafion offers, of rifling
them, and by pcrmitting them to approach our

) Perfons,
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Perfons, put it in their Power, efpecially on the
Highway, of affaulting and robbing us.

Many Perfons, upon hearing of the great
Riches and Revenues of Churches, Monafteries,
&c. have wondered how fo much ever came to
be given in Charity, and have admired the Bounty
of former Ages. Indeed, it being the general
Belief of the Roman Catholics that Charity doth
abfolutely cover a Multitude of Sins, it’s noWon-
der, that Charity fhould greatly prevail under
fuch a Perfuafion. Befides, in England forced
Charity, as hath been obferved, has gradually
checked and thrown a Damp upon voluntary.,
And yet ftill we may almoft fay, the fame Cha-
ritable Spirit hath fhewed itfelf, only changing
Objedts, fince the Diflolution of Monatfteries, as
before, and that Charity-Schools and Hofpitals
have gone away with Legacies and Benefactions,
much as the Abbies and Priories and Religious
Houfes did formerly. The Wealth of thofe
Houfes, we are not to think, was fpeedily accu.
mulated : It was the Produce of the Nation’s
Charity for more than five Hundred Years. But
we in .efs than two Hundred have feen moft
magnificent Fabricks erected, and noble Found-
ations eftablithed, not only in, and about the
Metropolis, but in moft Counties of the King-
dom. And if it had not been for a new Statute
of Mortmain pafled a few Years ago, our Cha-
rities in Time might have proved our Grievance,
and a Diffolution of them have become as necef~
fary, as of Religious Eftablifhments heretofore.

For
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For no doubt, it’s the Intereft of every Nation,
that the Wealth fhould be pretty equally dif-
perfed, and that no over-grown Bodies, efpe-
cially Bodies that never die, fhould engrofs too
great a Property. ‘This Turn, as I mentioned
before, our Charity hath taken for fome few
Years paft. But, to ufe the Words of Lord
Bacon in his Eflay on Riches, ¢ Glorious Gifts
¢ and Foundations, are like Sacrifices without
¢ Salt, and but the painted Sepulchres of Alms,
¢« which foon will putrify, and corrupt inwardly.
¢ Therefore meafure not thine Advancements by
¢ Quantity, but frame them by Meafure. And
defer not Charities till Death. For certainly
¢ if a Man weigh it rightly, He that doth fo, is
¢ rather liberal of another Man’s than of his
¢ own.’

However it muft be confefled, that at prefent,
the Love of many waxeth cold. As Poor Rates
have increafed, private Alms and Gifts have lef-
fened, and tho’ the prefent Times afford fuffi-
cient Inftances of occafional Benfaions, and

ticular Donations, a general Beneficence, and
conftant Flow of Charity upon all poor Obje&s
that come in our way, I'm afraid, is far from
being our modern Character.

As fome of the Evils of the Compulfory Law
to maintain the Poor; appeared upon the firft
Eftablithment, and others have fince arofe, and
the Expence thercof has been continually in-
creafing, and very likely will ftill increafe, tho’
the Burthen is in many Places already belcomé

almo
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almoft intolerable, fome Alteration or Amend-
ment feems abfolutely neceflary : What Method
the Parliament intend to take, is not as yet made
public. Poor Houfes or Hofpitals are generally
talked of. And they feem indeed the likelieft
Means to produce the End we aim at, namely
the Maintenance of the Impotent, the Employ-
ment of the Able, and the Confinement and
Corre@ion of the idle vagrant Poor, The Dutch
have been reckoned remarkable for their Fruga-
lity, Oeconomy, and good Management, and
particularly for their good Management of the
Poor, and the Suppreflion of Vagrants and Beg-
gars. And the Way, as hath been obferved be-
fore, they have fo well fucceeded in, is chiefly
by Hofpitals. Suppofe then, a Poor-Houfe,
‘Work-Houfe, Hofpital, or whatever you will
pleafe to call it, was erected in fome convenient
Place near the Middle of every Hundred. It -
fthould confift of three Parts, one for the Impo-
tent, and the able and honeft induftrious Poor ;
one for the Sick ; and one for the Confinement,
Labour, and Correction of Vagrants, Idlers, and
Sturdy Beggars. It fhould be ftrong and plain :
Grandeur here is abfurd. For furely Palaces are
not proper for Paupers. The Buildings need
not be of large Extent: For I'm convinced the
Inhabitants would not be very numerous. That
Part intended for a Houfe of Corretion fhould
be particularly ftrong. If poffible, the Building
thould be ere@ed near fome River, and where
there is a good deal of wafte Ground, The River

might
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might ferve for Mills of various Sorts, and for °
many Purpofes in Trade and Manufattures, as
well as culinary Ufes: And the wafte Ground
might be taken in and improved, and ferve for
the Production of Roots and Vegetables, Corn,
&e. for Rope-Yards, for bleaching and drying
Hemp, Flax, Yarn; Wool, &¢. for many other
Purpofes, which it is not neceffary here to enu-
" merate. If poffible alfo it fhould be near fome
Church, that the Poor might have the Benefit of
Divine Service every Sunday, and other Days of
Public Worthip. :

All Perfons that begged or afked for Relief,
fhould dire¢tly be fent to this Houfe, and be
immediately admitted, on an Order figned by
the Minifter and Overfeers for the Time being,

- or by a Majority of the Churchwardens and
Overfeers of every Parith. No Money, but
what paffed thro’ this Houfe, fhould be charged
by theOverfeers. Here the Poor fhould be well
taken care off, and fupplied with wholefome
Diet, Cloathing, and Lodging : Materials thould
be provided for the Employment of all thofe
that fhould be able to work, as Hemp, Flax,
Wool, Leather, Yarn, both Linen and Woollen,
Iron, Wood, &c. and likewife proper Imple-~
ments and working Tools, as {pinning Wheels,
Cards, Turns, knitting and other Needles,
Looms, Shovels, Axes, Hammers, Saws for Stone
and Timber, and perhaps fome fort' of Mills, -
where a Stream could be had, as Corn, Fulling,
Paper Mills, &c.  Here feveral Sorts of Buﬁncffl,
an
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and fome fmall ManufaCures might be carried
on, as Spinning, Weaving, Stocking and Net-
knitting, Sawing, Rope-making, Wool-comb-
ing, particularly in the Weft of England, where
the Woollen Trade is confiderable, Flax-drefling,
~¥i¢.rticularly in the North, where a good deal of
emp and Flax is grown. The ManufaGure of
Pin-making would employ a Number of Poor.
A f{kilful Manager would find Work of fome
Kind or other for every one. The Lame of
Foot, might ufe their Hands for many good
Purpofes. The Blind might turn a Windlas, a
Wheel, or Grinding-Stone. Even Children might
foon be brought to do many Things, to knit
Stockings or Nets, to wind Thread or Yarn, and
aflit the Weavers, &c. The Aged, if they
could do nothing elfe, might overlook, inftruct,
and dire& others, in thofe feveral Branches of
Bufinefs they were fkilled in. But none fhould
be hardly dealt with, or forced beyond their Age
or Strength. For Encouragement, there might
be feveral little Pofts in the Houfe, as Butler,
Cook, Gardener, Porter, Houfe-keeper, Cham-
ber-Maid, &'¢. and thefe given away to thofe
that were moft induftrious, and behaved beft.
It might be ordered, that the Poor fhould in a
manner do all the Bufinefs of the Houfe, and
work for, and attend one another, without
the Expence of Taylors, Shoemakers, Semp-
fters, Spinfters, Weavers, Nurfes, &. A
Gentleman bred a regular Apothecary and Sur-
H - geon,
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geon, might be contracted with by the Year to
attend the Sick. - .

After the Buildings were erected, and Furni-
ture, and Materials for Work, and working Im-
plements provided, I reckon the Labour of the
Houfc would go a good way towards maintaining
it. The Eating, &¢. of the Houfe might be
upon much the fame Plan, as our County-Hof-
pitals, The Cloathing fhould bean Uniform.
The Charge. of Building, and all other Expences,
fhould be borne by the feveral Parithes of the
Hundred, each Parifh paying a Proportion, ac-
cording to a Medium of what they had paid to
the Poor for four Years laft paft. The Money
fhould be affefled, and colleGted, in the fame
Manner as at prefent.

The two Overfeers, and Minifter of the Pa-
rifh, if he thought proper to join with them,
fhould be the acting Officers for a Year, and
fhould have the Management of the ordinary
Bufinefs of the Hofpital. And each Parifh in
the Hundred fhould take the Management by
. Rotation, beginning Alphabetically according
to the initial Letters of each Parith. No Per-
fon fhould be capable of being chofen Over-
feer, that had not 40/ a Year Leafchold, or
20/. a Year Land. The Accounts of the two
acting Officers, thould be audited, and paffed
every Quarter, at a General Meeting of all the
Overfeers of the Hundred, and the Minifters of
the refpective Parifhes, together with the Juftices
of the Hundred: And the Determination of a-

Majoritg -
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Majority of thofe that attended, fhould be final,
In cafe of Fraud, or wilful Mifmanagement in
the acting Officers, the Majority thould have a
Power to levy by Diftrefs, and Sale of the Of-
fender’s Goods, fo much Money as would make
Satisfattion. Or if any particular Parifh thought
itfelf aggrieved, there might be Liberty of ap-
pealing to the next General Quarter Seffions f%:‘
the County, cr to a Committee of three or five
of the Managers of the Houfe, chofen by Ballot.
The Charge of Appeal fhould be borne by the
Parith appealing, unlefs the Perfons or Parith
appealed againft fhould be caft, in which Cafe
they fhould pay the Coft. Market Towns I
think fhould have an Hofpital of their own, and
not be admitted as Members of the united Hun-
dred ; Becaufe their Numbers might caufe a
good deal of Trouble to the Houfe, and, upon
a Decay of Trade, Accidents of Fire, Sicknefs,
&c. which Towns are moft liable to, might
bring an extraordinary Charge of Poor, and their
Payments would not be in Proportion to their
Burthen. Befides, aPerfonal Eftate, and Stock
in Trade, which are charged in Towns, being
uncertain fluGtuating Things, there might fome-
times be a Deficiency, oftentimes a Difficulty in
getting in their Quota,

If any idle, diforderly Perfons, fhould be
found begging, or loitering about, in twelve
Hours after Notice given to depart, they fhould
be taken up by the Minifter, Overfeers, or Con~

“ftable, and fent to the Houfe of Correction, and
o H 2 there
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there be kept to hard Labour for one Week,
and then difmiffed with a Pafs to the next Hun-
dred, &c. on a Promife to behave well, and
forthwith to repair to their refpe@ive Places of
Settlement. And if found a fecond Time fo loi-
tering or begging in the fame, or any other Pa-
rith of the Hundred, then to be taken up, and
whipped at the Houfe, and confined to hard La-
bour for one Month. And upon a third Offence,
to be confined, as above, till the Quarter Seffions
of the Peace, and on Proof of any fuch Perfon’s
being an incorrigible Rogue, &e¢. to be tranf-
ported, made a Slave of, or whatever the Quar-
ter Seffions fhall think proper. Nay, the Offi-
cers of every Parifh fhould have a Power to take
up any idle, diforderly, drunken, phrophane,
abufive Perfons of their own refpetive Parifhes,
efpccially fuch Perfons as thould frequent Tip-
pling Houfes, neglect to provide for their Fami-
Jies, refufe to labour, and had no honeft appa-
rent Way of getting a Livelihood, and fend them
to the Work-Houfe, and there keep them to
hard Labour a longer, or fhorter Time, accord-
ing to the Degree of the Offence, and Appear-
ance of Reformation.

If any Poor in the Houfes, that were able to
work, refufed, * St. Pau/ fhews us the right
and ready Punifbment, commanding, That if
any would not work, neither fhould He eat. 1In .
Cafe of Theft, Quarrelling, Abufivenefs, Drun-

#* 2 Theffal. Chap. iii. Ver. 10.
kennefs,
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kennefs, Contumacy, lying out of the Houfe
without Leave, fclling their Cloaths, &c. the
a&ing Officers, after proper Admonition for the
firft Offence, fhould have a Power to put the
Offenders into the Houfe of Corretion, and there
keep them to hard Labour and on hard Fare for
a Space of Time fuitable to the Nature and De-
gree of the fecond Offence, with the Addition
of proper Chaftifement, if other Means would

not do, upon a Repetition of Mifbehaviour.
The Reafon I would leave the Management
of the Houfe fo much to the refpective Parifh
Officers is, becaufe they, as the Reprefenta-
tives of the Parifhes, are the Perfons properly
concerned, are particularly interefted in the Af-
fair, and confequently it being their own Bufi-
nefs, will be moft likely to mind and do it
beft. Juftices have fo much other Bufinefs up-
on their Hands, that it could not be expetted
they would be able or willing to give the necef-
fary Attention and Attendance. So that to leave
the Execution of the Scheme to them, I'm a-
fraid, would bring it to nothing. The Charge
would not at all be too great to be committed
to the Overfeers, as they would be obliged by
Law to be Men of confiderable Property, and
the feveral Parithes would take Care, for their
own Sakes, in a Truft of fo much Importance,
to chufe always Men of fome Credit, Under-
ftanding, Honefty, and Virtue. The A& of
Queen Elizabeth requires the Overfeers to be
two fubftantial Houfholders: And perhaps it
would
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would be limiting their Qualification too low, to
fix it as I have done, at 40/. a Year Leafe, and
20/. Land. They fhould, as much as poffible, be
Perfons of Authority and CharaGer: And I hope,
and doubt not, but we fhould fee the beft Gen-
tlemen of the Parithes moft commonly elected.
The acting Officers fhould have a Matron and a
Deputy-Manager or Clerk conftantly refident in
the Houfe, to a& under them. ‘

A Poor-Houfe, or Hofpital upon fome fuch
Plan, as is here mentioned, would in a fhort
Time be found to be of vaft Service. It muft
be left to Perfons of wifer Heads, and fuperior
Stations, to draw out a full and regular Plan.
I only prefume to give fome rude imperfect
Sketches. :

Some of the Advantages, that would arife
from fuch a Regulation, are thefe.

Firf}, It would leflen the Number of the
Poor. For to be fent to the Poor-Houfe, how-
ever well they might be taken Care of there,
would look like a Sort of Exile, and be deem’d .
fome Hardfhip and Punifhment: And many
that now live lazily on Monthly Pay, in order
to avoid going thither, would be content to la-
bour, and fare harder, and make a Shift to fub-
fift. For they would confider, they muft work
at the Hofpital : And therefore that it’s better to
live among their Friends and work at home.
I verily believe, that one half of the prefent
Poor, upon the Alternative, either to go to the
Hafpital, or be ftruck off the Parifh Poor-Liit,

would
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would chufe the laft. And in this Cafe no In-
jury or Hardthip is done. For if a Perfon will
not take Charity in the Way it is offered Him,
He may be fuppofed to be able, and ought in-
deed to go without it.

The Hofpital would chiefly confift of Chil-
dren not come to work, of the Aged, who are
Work, and of the Blind and Lame and Sick, that
is of the Impotent, who are thought incapable
of Work. The Number of the Firft and Se-
cond would not be great, if the Law was ftri&-
ly enforced, that in Cafe of Ability, all Parents
fhould maintain their Children, and Children
their Parents. And the Number of the Third
would ftill be lefs again, as natural and acci-
dental Incapacities happen fo feldom. ,

Secondly, 1t would not only leflen the Num-
ber of Poor, but of Courfe it would increafe La-
bour, Care, and Induftry. For if fome, that
now receive Pay, would endeavour to fubfift
themfelves by their. Work, rather than go to the

. Hofpital ; they muft certainly be more careful

and work harder. And the fame Diflike of go-
ing to the Hofpital that makes them induftrious
now, would put them, very likely, upon ma-
king fome little Provifion for Futurity, that they
might not afterwards be fent thither upon the
firft Failure of their Labour. Thus Care and
Induftry would increafe among the Poor out of
the Hofpital, and great Advantage accrue there-
by to the Public. And as for the Hofpitallers
themfelves, very few of them, except the Sick,

and
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. and thofe difordered in their Senfes, would be
found to be abfolutely incapable of Labour. Dif-
perfed and negleted as they are at prefent in
their feveral Parithes, they can get little or
nothing. They muft ftarve, if they are not re-
lieved. They have neither the Inftruments nor
Materials for Work, nor any Labour fuited to
their Capacity and Strength. But in the Hofpi-
tal proper Employment might be found for all,
- and Bufinefs of one kind or other adapted to
every one’s Condition. You give fuch or fuch a
Pauper fo much Pay per Month. He lives but
from Hand to Mouth. He continually fpends it
as he receives it. He does not put himfelf on
any Bufinefs ; he has none, if he would, to put
himfelf upon. You mutft continue his Allowance
from Year to Year, or you ftarve him. But in
- the Hofpital, where there would be a Stock, and
Materials for moft Kinds of Work, all fuch
Paupers might in part, if not wholly be brought
to earn their Bread. And confider what vaft
Benefit would redound to the feveral Parithes,
and confequently to the Nation in general, from
fuch an Increafe of Induftry and Labour. For
Thirdly, An Increafe of Labour, and a Dimi-
nution of the Number of Poor, would of Courfe
produce a Diminution of the Expence. Not
only becaufe there wold be fewer Poor to be
maintained, but becaufe thofe that were to be
maintained, would moft of them by their La-
bour contribute to their Maintenance, and thofe
that were entirely to be maintained, would be
’ maintained
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maintained cheaper in a Body in the Hofpitals
than they can feparately, as at prefent, in their
refpective Parithes. But befide this, what would
caufe a vaft Saving, many of thofe incidental
Charges beforementioned, would by fuch a Re-

lation be avoided. It would be no great
I%Ifjatter, which Parith in the Hundred, fuch or
foch a Pauper belonged to, when the whole
" Hundred, with Regard to the Poor, might be
confidered as one Parith. Difputes about Settle-
ments, and Orders, and Appeals would in a great
Meafure be at an End. For thefe Difputes com-
monly arife between neighbouring Parifhes ; Ser-
vants, poor Cottagers, and fuch like Emigrants,
that generally give Caufe for the Difputes, fel-
dom going further than from one Parifh to ano-
ther in the Hundred. The Ceffation of fuch
Difputes, would fave the Juftices a great deal of
Trouble, and produce Harmony and good Neigh-
bourhood in the Nation, and prevent many
Quarrels and Animofities between contiguous
Parithes and Gentlemen, that firft arife on Ac-
count of Differences about the Poor.

It might not be amifs, if thefe Hofpitals were
empowered to receive all diftrefled Travellers;
efpecially fuch as fhould come with lawful
Paffes, and entertain and lodge them for one
Night, whereby the really Diftrefled. would find
great. Comfort, the feveral Parithes would be
excufed that Burthen, and no Perfons, under the
Pretence of Shipwrack, or otherwife, could have

any
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any Plea for going about from Houfe to Houfe
to afk for Alms and Lodging.

Fourtbly, Some fuch Regulation, as is here of-
fered, would in all likelihood fupprefs a great
Number of Strollers and Vagrants, if it did not
entirely put an End to them. For here is a Re-
medy cheap and eafy at Hand. The feveral
Officers having nothing to do, but to take up,
" and fend to the Work-Houfe, (which would
fcarce be a Shilling Expence) all Loiterers, Id-
lers, and Sturdy Beggars, that fhould be found
wandering in their refpective Parifhes, and fhould
refufe to depart, upon proper Notice. Parifhes
would find it fo much their Intereft, and at the
fame Time fo eafy to do. this, that I make no
Doubt we thould fee it effectually executed. But
at prefent Vagrants may lurk about, or wander
- where they pleafe, without any Body’s molefting
or taking Notice of them. If any Perfons were
to go to take them up, perhaps they would be
called only Bufy-Bodies. And before they can
take them up, they muft go to a Juftice of Peace,
and have a Warrant. The Juftice perhaps lives
feveral Miles off, and may not found at
Home the firft Time of going. Here is fome
Time and Labour loft. Or if he be at Home,
there’s the Expence of the Warrant, Guard, and
Lofs of another Day to bring the Delinquent be-
fore him : Who perhaps, hearing fomething of
the Affair, in the mean Time flips away. But
fuppofe him taken up, and carried before a Juf-

tice,
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tice, it may be doubtful whether Reafons will
appear to the Juftice fufficient to commit the
Man to Bridewell, confidering what plaufible
always ready, and
|dom wanting fome
&ion, even in Be-
in cafe of any Irre-
zainft him, How-
: to commit him to
re mn(lt‘a be the Ex-
28, two or
;ther}:el;f h’f happens
to be taken up at a diftant Part of the County.
So that the Trouble and Charge is too great to
expe& that the generallity of People will offer
to put the Law in Execution. And, what is a
further Difcouragement, after the Vagrant, or
lewd Woman, or whoever it be, are brought to
the County-Houfe of Correttion, there’s feldom
any Punithment there for them, never, I believe,
any Change, or Reformation made upon them.
But after continuing there a certain Time, they
arc let loofe again, improved only in Impudence
and Wickednefs, and directly go perhaps and
brave their Profecutors at their own Doors, and
threaten to be revenged of them, to fhoot or
knock them on the Head, to poifon their Wa-
ter, kill their Cattle, or fet fire to their Build-
ings. So that the intimidated Profecutor is only
more plagued and provoked ;——fees all his good
Efforts in a Manner eluded ; —and heartily
wifthes he had fat ftill, and never meddled Wti}txh
I2 e



(68)
the Delinquent at all. The prefent Houfe of
Correction-Punithment is fo difficult to be come
at, and fo little Good is now to be expected
from it, that if we muft have no other, give us
~ back again, I fay, that antiquated eafy parochial
Punithment of the Stocks, to which the Infti-
tution of Bridewels fucceeded. :

But the Regulation mentioned above, bein

fo eafy and practicable, would greatly tend to
the Suppreflion of Strollers; and I need not men-
tion how great Service this would be to- the
Community. The Suppreflion of Vagabonds
would ftop, Wickednefs in the Bud; and by
preventing Men from falling into an sd/e Courfe
of Life, we fhould generally fecure them from
falling into a witsous Courfe. 'The Defire of
living in Credit and Reputation among their -
Neighbours, or the Fear of the Odium of a -
contrary Character, is a great Reftraint upon
the Mafs of the People againft Immorality and
Vice : But Wanderers and Vagabonds, having
no fettled Refidence or Neighbourhood, are
Strangers to every Body, and confequently are
free from this Reftraint. Moft Pick-pockets,
Houfe-breakers, Street-robbers, and Foot-pads
have once been idle Vagrants. And fuch being
but little influenced by Shame or Confcience,
and having no honeft Means of getting a Live-
lihood, are always ripe for any wicked Enter-
prizes: And when urged either by the Pref-
fures of Neceflity and Want, or the Solicita«
tions of an inordinate Appetite, ftick at no

' Crimes
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Crimes to fatisfy them. You may hang, or
tranfport, or cut off a Number of Felons at this
Sitting, but, like Hidra’s Heads, there will more
{pring up by the next, and ever will do fo, as
long as idle Vagrants, who continually furnith a
freth Supply, are fuffered to go as they do, un-
molefted.
Fyftbly, This Manner of taking up all Strol-
lers, and fending them to the Hundred-Work-
houfe, would not only be of great Benefit to all
honeft People, and put a Stop to the prefent
audacious Crimes of Robbery and Violence, but
be an Advantage likewife to Strollers themfelves.
It would keep them very likely from the Gal-
‘lows, from a thameful and untimely End. It is
their Misfortune at prefent, that they are in fome
Meafure obliged to wander and ftroll about, to
pick and fteal, urged on as they are with Hun-
ger and Want, and not knowing otherwife how
to get a Piece of Bread. But the Workhoufe
would find them Employment, and afford them
a Maintenance. And when once put into fuch
a Situation, they would very probably in Time
come to like it, and be pleafed with it, and be for-
ry and afthamed of their former irregular Courfe
of Life, and think it a Happinefs they were forced
to leave it. Thus the Vagrants themfelves would
be the better for fuch a Regulation, and inftead
of continuing Rogues and Vagabonds, and prey-
ing upon other Men’s Lives, and Labours, and
Properties, they would be brought to earn their
own Bread, would add the Benefit of their La~
» bour
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bour to the Public, and become ufeful Mem-
bers of Society.

Sixtbly, As fuch a Regulation would in all
Probability fupprefs 'a great Number of the pre-
fent Vagrants, {o would it very much leflen the
future Growth and Produce of them; by taking
Care of poor People’s Children, and bringing
them up in Induftry, Honefty, and Virtue. As
manyChildren, legitimate and illegitimate, would
no doubt be fent hither ; fo here they would be
well looked after, be taught Reading, Writing,
and early inftructed in the Principles of Religion.
At the fame Time they would be brought up to
labour and Bufinefs, as foon as they fhould be-
come capable of any., The Forenoons might be
allotted to their Schooling, and the Afternoons
to Employment of one kind or other, which
would ferve for Play and Exercife, and which
ought to be more practifed in all our Charity-

ools, Thefe Children, when feven Years
old, or upwards, would no longer be any Trou-
ble to the Houfe, but might be Bound out
Apprentices to Farmers, Handicrafts-men, Ma-
fters of Ships, &c. and would be trained up in
. a regular Way of Life, and become moft ufe-
ful Hands to the Public. Whereas at prefent,
many poor People ruin their Children by keep-
ing them at home, and bringing them up in
Id%cnefs, Beggary, and Rags. It is a Pity, and
" a Shame, to fee fuch young Things half naked
plying at a Gate on the Road, and commencing
Beggars from their Infancy, running after and

purfuing
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uing you till you are forced by mere Im-
port m%yy:tu lat to throw them fomething.
can we expet fuch unhappy Creatures
will prove in future Life ? What but Idlers
and Vagabonds, and by Degrees Pilferers,
Pick-pockets, Thieves, and Robbers. Perfons
that have been honeftly and regularly brought
up, and that have been ufed to get their
Livelihood by Labour and Induftry, have much
Shame and Difficulty to get over, before they
can bring themfelves to beg. But fuch Chil-
dren are initiated in the Art from their Cra~
dle : Begging is almoft natural to them, and
no more Shame or Difficulty of going
aboutit, thanothcrsdotogoabontthein;fse&ive
Trades and Occupations. From this Soil,
or rather bad Culture, I doubt : -
ble Part of the yearly Crop of
has grown, and will fill grow
is not had to better Methods of Cultjvation and
Management. In fhort, I believe, a Law u
fome fuch Plan as is here mentioned, would be
of univerfal Suvxceof' thto thcti-.l Nation : It would eafe
the Expences e Rich, and fully provide for
the Neceflities of the Poor: It vzogld give a
right Turn and Spirit to Charity, and make it
flow cheerfully both in public and private: It
would fill the truly Hungry, the honefRt, the in-
duftrious, the unfortunate Hungry, with good
Things; and the Idle and Worthlefs it would
fend empty away : It would fee that the Chil-
drens Bread fhould not be taken and caft unto

Dogs:
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Dogs: It would throw off the Burthen of the.
falfe, the pretended Poot, that it might relieve:
thofe that. are ‘Poor indeed : It would caufe a
great Diminution of Beggars and Strollers for.
the prefent, and hinder in a good Meafure the
Growth of them for the future : It would crufh
the Cockatrice in the Egg; and, what all Law-
givers thould chiefly aim at, it would prevent the
Commiffion of many Crimes, as well as punith-
them when committed : It would put an End to
many Quarrels, Animofities, and Law Suits a-
mong neighbouring Gentlemen and Parithes : It
would greatly tend to fupprefs. Idlenefs, Drunk-
ennefs, Sloth and Luxury, and promote In-
duftry, Parfimony, Honefty and Virtue in the
Nation. I fay, it would greatly tend to produce
thefe good Effe@s ; for Fm not fo fanguine as to
think it would actually.of  itfelf produce them
all ; other Regulations would be neceflary to be
joyned with it, in order to bring about the Re-
formation, and put an effeGual Stop to zbefe
audacious Crimes of Robbery and Violence, taken
Notice of by his Majefty in his gracious Speech
- from the Throne, which have extended them-
felves from the Metropolis to the diftant Parts of
the Kingdom.. Particularly, fuch a Number of
Public Houfes ought not to be allowed. Many
of thefe live upon the Vices of the People. And
furely it muft be wrong Policy to encourage or
Licence thofe Profeflions, that eat out, as one
may fay, the Bowels of their Mother Country.
Demades, a famous Orator of Athens, having
convicted
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conviGed a certain Undertaker of Funerals, of
having withed for great Profit by his Trade, got
him condemned for it: Becaufe fuch Profit, it
was faid, could not arife, but by the Death of
many of his Fellow-Citizens. And can the Pro-
fats of many of our Public-Houfes arife any other
way, but from the Confumption, Beggary, and
Deftruction of many of the People ¢ When there
is a Public-Houfe not only upon every Part of
the Road, but almoft in every Corner of the
Country ; what a Temptation is it to many Peo-
ple to go in and fpend their Time and Money,
efpecially when Baits of various Kinds are thrown
out, and all Manner of Diverfions and Allure-
ments contrived to draw in Cuftomers? The -
Matfters of thefe Houfes, from the Time they
farft take up the Bufinefs, think of nothing but
living an idle luxurious Life : Whatever Trade or
Occupation they had been brought up to, ’tis all
foon dropped and forgot. So that not only the Da-
mage to the Tipplers themfelves, in the Expence
of Money, Lofs of Time, Lofs of Health and La-
bour, is to be charged to this Source of Evil ; but
likewife the Damage the Public fuftains by lofing
the Labour of fo many Gentlemen Landlords, as
well as of their tippling Guefts: Whofe Num-
ber (I mean of the former, the latter being num-
berlefs ) throughout the Kingdom would, upon
a Calculation, appear furprizingly great. Indeed
Public-Houfes abound fo exceffively in all Parts,
that, to a Sranger, the whole Nation muft appear
likea great Thoroughfare, and as if it depended

o K in



in a great Meafure onﬂfome Foreigners for its
Support ; it being otherwife almoft inconcevable
how fuch a Number of Houfes of Entertain-
ment, or the Nation itfelf on their Account,
fhould be able to fubfift. Public-Houfes were
defigned only to be Places of Reception and En-
tertainment for Travellers, Sojourners and Stran-
gers, and none fhould be allowed, but in fuch
Numbers and Places, as might be fufficient to
anfwer this End. The Cities of London and
Wefiminfler have lately given a good Example,
by fupprefling a great Number of petty difor-
derly Public-Houfes, and agreeing to Licence
none, but fuch as fhall be recommended by
fome of the principal Inhabitants in the feveral
Parifhes. And the Example ought to be fol-
lowed throughout the Kingdom, and no Licence
fhould be granted to any Perfon to keep a Pub-
lic-Houfe, but upon a Certificate from the Mi-
nifter and Parith-Officers, of the Ufefulnefs of
fuch Houfe, and of the proper Qualifications of
the Perfon going to keep it. And tho’ the Go-
vernment might find fome Deficiency upon one
Branch of the Revenue, by fuch a Reduction of
Public-Houfes, it would more than find an
Equivalent in the Health, Wealth, Sobriety,
Trade and Profperity of the People.
Drunkennefs is, and has been for fome Time
at an amazing Height in this Nation, efpecially
among the common People. This monftrous
Enormity is fraught with fo many and fo great
Evils of almoft every Kind, that tho’ fome of its
baneful
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taneful Effe@s have been before took Notice of,
one can hardly, on this Occafion of touching
again upon the Subje, quit it without endea-
vouring to fet fome further Mark upon fo odious

and deftru&ive a Vice. .
Si natura negat, facit indignatio Verfum.
]{vaNAL.
Drunkennefs, like the Infetion of a peftilen-
tial Difeafe, rages moft and fpreads its Contagion
fafteft and fartheft among the Flower of the
" People; among the moft healthy, a&ive, ftrong,
and vigorous ; among the moft ufeful Subjeéts of
the Kingdom, and moft valuable Members of
the Community. It every where carries with it
1dlenefs and Sloth; Debauchery and Corruption;
Sicknefs and Infirmity ; Poverty and Want ; it
drowns Reafon, makes Men daring and defpe-
rate, ready to engage in any wicked Enterprize,
to rob and murder, for a Supply of their Necef-
fities and Vices. Some Stop therefore, if pof-
fible, fhould be put to this reigning epidemical
Evil of Drunkennefs. And one way to do it, is
to reduce the Number of Publicans; and take
Care, that thofe who fhall be continued, obferve
good Order, and fuffer no Tipplers in their
Houfes after a certain Hour; and no Servants,
Day-Labourers, &¢. at any Hour, unlefs upon

fome reafonable Occafion. :

In fhort, Idlenefs, Drinking, Gaming, Whor-
ing, whatever brings Men to Diftrefs and ﬂ\iVant
ould
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fhould, if poffible, be removed and fupprefed.
For when Men are in great Want, Nature will
force them to look out for a Supply. But no
honeft legal Way of Supply occuring to People
reduced by fuch Courfes, Thieving and Robbing
are too commonly refolved upon, as a neceflary
Evil, and as the laft Refource: Are too com-
monly refolved upon by the Strong, and Bold,
and Couragious; while the Infirm and Pufilla-
nimous perhaps are content to throw themfelves
on their Parith for a mean and wretched Sub-
fiftence. To tell a Man in extreme Want, and
in no Way of getting a Livelihood, not to rob
or fteal, is almoft the fame Thing, as to tell
him, not to eat or drink. Many Perfons, that
fet out in the World with very honeft Principles,
by bringing themfelves into diftrefsful Circum-
ftances through their Vices and Extravagances,
have been tempted to tranfgrefs the Bounds of
Juftice, and have proceeded to defraud and fteal,
nay to commit Robbery and Murder, Crimes
they once abhored the very Thoughts of.

Yours, &c.

Ernefettle, near Plymoutb,
Fan..2, 1752,





